 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CITY OF KANKAKEE

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

JUNE 20, 2011      7:01 P.M.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Good evening.  I’d like to call this meeting to order.  I’d like to ask Reverend Vincent Clark from Mount Olive Baptist Church to come forward and lead us in prayer.

REVEREND CLARK:
Let us pray.  Gracious God our Father, we come this evening on behalf of the citizens and leaders of the City of Kankakee.  We appreciate the opportunity to look at the issues to address those issues, not based upon our own personal preference, but based upon what is best, what is righteous and what is good for the citizens of the City as well as those who are surrounding Kankakee.  We pray, oh God, for Your divine wisdom, insight and understanding that we would be compassionate, sharing and that we present the issues based upon the need.  Father, we pray once again, that You will continuously bless this City Council, the leadership of the City and its citizens.  In Your son Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  I would like to ask Daisy Troop #180 to come forward and lead us in the Pledge.  Oh, there’s two Daisy Troops.  Both of them come forward, please.

UNKNOWN SCOUT:
Color guard, attention.  Color guard, advance.  

BROOKLYN BAPTIST, JESSICA GATHING, KARA JONES, AND 

SARAH LANOUE AND OTHERS FROM DAISY TROOPS AND ALL:
Pledge of Allegiance. 

UNKNOWN SCOUT:
Color guard, dismissed.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:  Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Cox (12) 


ABSENT:   Thompson; Davidson (2)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Department Heads, please.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:   Regnier; Harmon; Spice; Bohlen; Power; Simms; Tyson; Banasiak; Gordon; Bertrand; Yohnka (11)


ABSENT:    Cross (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  I will entertain a motion to approve the minutes of the June 6, 2011, meeting.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, I call the Council’s attention to page 14, please.  Page 14, I just want to correct a misnomer that was there, where it says here that, ah, where Alderman Rich Browne say, “No, Steve, you mention race on a daily basis here.  But, I’ll move forward.”  That’s a misnomer and a false statement.  With that comment, I move the minutes be approved.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
And, with permission of the Council.  I was asked about a vote that took place last year and indicated that my memory was that no vote took place on the pay raises.  Because Alderman Hunter was so adamant, I did go home and check and his memory is much better than mine as a point.  So, I would apologize to the Council for a failing memory and assertion that my memory was right is wrong and I would like that notation made in the minutes.  I apologize.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
You are a man.  You are a man.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
There is a motion by Alderman Hunter.  Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
By Alderman Osenga to approve the minutes with the notation.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 6, 2011

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The minutes are approved.  There are no Petitions.  Ah, moving onto Communications, the first item is an information only.  The second item is an announcement that the preliminary budget for fiscal year 2012 is available or will be available on June 23, in the Clerk’s office for inspection.  We will have a special Budget Committee meeting next Monday that all the Aldermen are invited to, to go over the, ah, the budget and then we will bring it to Council at the next meeting on July 5.  Items C, D and E can be combined if that is so desirous.

7:06 P.M.  ALDERMAN THOMPSON ARRIVES
ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I would make that motion and I have a Communication, ah, from the Floor, from a Rosemary Andrade indistinguishable. She is requesting Gordon Street be closed from 9:00 A.M. until midnight on July 16, 2011.  Ah, and I’d like to incorporate that into my motion for that matter to be included with those.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
What is the address, Alderman?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Ah, her address is 295 S. Gordon, Number One.  And, I’ll provide a copy of this to the Clerk.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Items C, D, E and the extra item added by Alderman Hunter.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I did.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
I so move.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Jones, seconded by Alderman Hunter.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

THE ROWE FAMILY AT 757 EAST CHESTNUT STREET IS REQUESTING STREET BLOCKAGE OF THE 700 BLOCK OF EAST CHESTNUT STREET BETWEEN ROSEWOOD AVENUE AND GREENWOOD AVENUE ON SUNDAY, JULY 3, 2011, FROM 6:30 A.M. UNTIL 11:00 P.M. FOR A FAMILY BLOCK PARTY

HEAVENLY PLACES MINISTRIES AT 816 SOUTH SCHUYLER AVENUE IS 

REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT AND STREET BLOCKAGE OF THE CORNER 

OF SOUTH SCHUYLER AVENUE AND WEST WATER STREET TO DEARBORN 

AVENUE (THE STREET ALONG THE SIDE OF THE CHURCH) ON SATURDAY, 

AUGUST 20, 2011, FROM 9:00 A.M. UNTIL 6:00 P.M.

TABYUS SPEED OF 553 EAST BOURBONNAIS STREET IS REQUESTING A NOISE 

PERMIT AND STREET BLOCKAGE OF THE 500 BLOCK OF EAST BOURBONNAIS 

STREET BETWEEN HARRISON AVENUE AND CHICAGO AVENUE ON SATURDAY, 

JULY 2, 2011, FROM 12:00 P.M. UNTIL 12:00 A.M. FOR A BIRTHDAY PARTY

ROSEMARY ANDRADE OF 295 S. GORDON REQUESTS PERMISSION TO BLOCK OFF RISSER FROM GORDON TO THE ALLEY FOR A BIRTHDAY PARTY ON JULY 19, 2001, FROM 9:00 A.M. UNTIL 12:00 MIDNIGHT

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The motions are approved.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I have another comment, ah, ah, Mayor Epstein.  I would ask the Council’s indulgence to amend the agenda to incorporate the matter that was passed on the First Reading at the last meeting regarding the conditional use permit regarding the crematorium.   That particular matter would be incorporated under roman numeral ten under Unfinished Business.  

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Second it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Jones to amend the agenda to include the second reading on the crematorium issue.  

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Motion to Table.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We have a motion to Table and a second.  Roll call.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
We need ten votes now.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Browne, R. (Absolutely.); Baron; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; (6)  


NAY: Brown; Hunter; Thompson; Tall; Stokes; Jones; Cox (7)


ABSENT:   Davidson (1)

CLERK DUMAS: Five ayes, five nays and one absent.  No, I’m sorry.  Six ayes...

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
No, that’s not correct.

CLERK DUMAS: 
Seven nays and one absent.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Let me hear that again.  Seven ayes.

CLERK DUMAS: 
Six ayes.  Seven nays and one absent.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:     Okay.

MOTION TO TABLE AGENDA ADDITION OF CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion does not carry.  We have a motion to place–to amend the agenda by Alderman Hunter.  Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Second it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Second by Alderman Jones.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Thompson; Tall; Stokes; Jones; Cox (7)


NAY:
Browne; Baron; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman (6)


ABSENT:  Davidson (1)


CLERK DUMAS: Six ayes, seven nays. 

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Same number.

CLERK DUMAS:
Seven ayes, six nays

MOTION TO AMEND AGENDA TO PLACE CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 

ON SECOND READING 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The agenda will be amended.   Standing Committees.  Economic Development.  Alderman Linneman.   Alderman.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 
The information’s in the packet.  We had our first meeting last month and talked about what happened to the previous Committee and what we want to try to accomplish with our new committee.   Got some ideas and some excitement and, hopefully, we go rolling from here.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  Thank you.  Ah, Public Safety, Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Ah, Mayor Epstein, the minutes are self-explanatory.  Interesting contents therein.  Next Council meeting.........next Committee meeting we’ll have some case studies from the Chief.  Deputy Chief Perkins was there and did a commendable job and, ah, we’ll make an announcement as to where the next Public Safety meeting will be during the National Night Out.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  License and Franchise.  Alderman Carl Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Just a couple of things.  First of all, you want to warn the Aldermen that basically in your ward if the weather is so improved and they open up those fire hydrants.   I just want to let you know, those fire hydrants cost $250.00 apiece to put a lock on that.  And, that cost is passed on to your residents.  So, you’d be wise to make sure you call the police and make sure those things are taken care of.  The other thing being is  that Aqua Illinois is inviting the Council members to their annual dinner and I would encourage each Alderman to go.  Other than that, the minutes should be self-explanatory.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.   Moving onto to the Report of officers, do I have a motion to pay the bills?

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
I make a motion to approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $1,195,531.72.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the bills.  Are there any questions?  Hearing none, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Cox (12)   


ABSTAIN: Stokes (1)


ABSENT:   Davidson (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $1,195,531.72

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Moving onto Unfinished Business, we have an added agenda item.  We have the Second Reading of the issue better known as the crematorium.  Do I have a motion to place this..........

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Am I missing something here?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
No.  We’re on Unfinished Business.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Do I have a motion to place this item on its Second Reading?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Motion to defeat this matter.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
I’ll second that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion........would you clarify that for me, Alderman.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Yeah, in other words we’re voting no on the Second Reading.  Move that we deny this matter on the Second Reading.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Carl Brown.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Thompson; Tall; Stokes; Jones; Cox (7)  


NAY: Browne, R.; Baron (This is a.........what’s the motion?  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:   The motion is to deny the issuing of the conditional use permit on the Second Reading.); Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman (6)


ABSTAIN:   Davidson (1)

MOTION TO DENY CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR CREMATORIUM

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Moving onto New Business.  The next Ordinance is, ah, annexing nearly 117 acres into the City of Kankakee.  As most of you know, the airport is in the City of Kankakee.  Periodically, the airport purchases additional property.  In order to make sure that those properties become part of the airport as well as part of the City, we need to annex them.  So, tonight, you’re being asked to, ah, annex nearly 117 acres into the City that is part of the airport for new purchases.   Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Cox (13)  


ABSENT:   Davidson (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Do I have a motion to place this Ordinance on its Final Passage?

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Cox (13)  


ABSENT:   Davidson (1)

ORDINANCE ANNEXING CERTAIN TERRITORY TO THE CITY OF 

KANKAKEE, KANKAKEE COUNTY, ILLINOIS (THREE TRACTS CONTAINING 

117 ACRES MORE OR LESS)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda is a recommendation to award a contract in the amount of $118,171.00 to Kankakee Valley Construction.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move to approve.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Jones to approve the contract.  Any questions?  This is for improvements to Schuyler and Oak which includes part of the Paramount parking lot, the alley behind the Majestic Center and some sidewalks as well as, ah, some decorative work there to make that area much more pleasing.  Ah, we have a motion and a second.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Cox (13)  


ABSENT: Davidson (1)

RECOMMENDATION TO AWARD THE CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$118,171.00 TO KANKAKEE VALLEY CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. FOR 

THE PROPOSED SIDEWALK, CURB AND ALLEY IMPROVEMENTS BY 

SCHUYLER AVENUE AND OAK STREET, TEI  JOB NO. E10105

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda is a recommendation to award a contract in the amount of $109,536.25 to Chicago Concrete and Construction for downtown curb and sidewalk work.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Rich Browne, seconded by.........

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Osenga.  Do I have any questions?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Question on the motion, Mayor Epstein.  You and I had a discussion today regarding this particular matter.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s correct.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
And, prior to, ah, the Council meeting I had a discussion with Mr. Tyson as well, too.  Council members, please take a look at the, ah, bids that were received.  There’s a high of $193,000.00 and a low bid of $109,000.00.  The Chicago Concrete and Construction, Inc., out of Orland was the low bidder in the amount of $109,000 plus some few pennies.  Ah, and, ah, based on what the Mayor indicated to me today and my concerns were legitimate and she indicated that this company here has been thoroughly vetted–checked out in other words–and, ‘cause I was kind of shocked.  I said, how in the heck can we have such a disparity as far as the bids were concerned?  Also, I checked with Mr. Tyson who has always been dutiful in providing us with expert recommendations.  And, he also indicated, ah, this company was checked out as well, too.  And, I’m sure some of you had questions when you saw the numbers here why they’re so disparate.  But, ah, I’m comfortable in voting aye for this matter inasmuch based upon what the Mayor has indicated and our consulting engineer.   Is that correct, David?

DAVID TYSON:
Yes.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  We have a motion and a second.  Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Cox (I was concerned myself about this company from out of town.  First time they ever did any work for the City.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:   They’ve worked, Alderman, we checked them out.  They have done work for the Bourbonnais School District as well as other municipalities and they’ve had no findings.  Everyone’s been very, very pleased with their work.)


ALDERMAN COX   (I vote aye.) (13)  


ABSENT:    Davidson (1)

RECOMMENDATION TO AWARD THE CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT  OF 

$109,536.25 TO CHICAGO CONCRETE AND CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR 

THE CITY OF KANKAKEE DOWNTOWN CURB AND SIDEWALK PROGRAM, 

TEI JOB NO. E11041

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Ah, moving onto Motions and Resolutions.  We have a Resolution that celebrated the Juneteenth Celebration.  We have a recognition of Edwinah Price.  We have a recognition recognizing Shiloh Full Gospel Baptist Church on its 100th anniversary and the Village of DePue has asked us to pass a Resolution, ah, in support of a remediation issue that they’re facing in their district.  Is there a representative from Shiloh here?  Would you come forward?  We’d be happy to present this to you.  I guess we should........let’s vote on it first.

ALDERMAN TALL:
So moved.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Thompson to support the Resolutions.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

RESOLUTION CELEBRATING JUNETEENTH DAY 2011

RESOLUTION ACCORDING OFFICIAL RECOGNITION TO EDWINAH PRICE

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING SHILOH FULL GOSPEL BAPTIST CHURCH’S 

ONE-HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SITE REMEDIATION OF CONTAMINATION LOCATED IN THE VILLAGE OF DEPUE AND 

SURROUNDING AREAS

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The Resolutions pass.  I’d be happy to present this to you.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
That’s Miss Ernestine Campbell.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
It’s our privilege to present this to you on the anniversary of your church’s 100th anniversary.  Congratulations!

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I was remiss at the beginning of the meeting.  I wanted to offer my sympathy to Alderman Cox on the passing of his brother as well as Alderman Hunter on the passing of his uncle.  Politics must run in the family.  He was a spirited activist and, ah, again, our sympathies to your families on the passing of your brother.

ALDERMAN COX:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We do not need an Executive Session.  Do I have a motion to adjourn?

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
So moved.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Browne, seconded by Alderman Swanson.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We are adjourned.
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