 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE BUDGET

CITY OF KANKAKEE

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

JULY 5, 2011        7:01 P.M. 
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I’d like to start with a prayer this evening.  I’m asking Pastor Jim Williams from Trinity United Methodist Church to come forward and lead us in prayer.

PASTOR WILLIAMS:
Gracious God, we thank You for those who come to serve the community which we all are a part of.  And in that, we ask that You would give them special wisdom and guidance with the decisions they must make and in all things it would be in Your will.  So, bless these as they serve You to the best of their ability.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  I would now ask the children from Trinity United Methodist Church to come forward and lead us in the Pledge.

CHILDREN FROM TRINITY UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH AND ALL:
Pledge of Allegiance

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you very much.  Roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:  Brown; Hunter; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (12) 


ABSENT:   Browne, R.; Osenga (2)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:   Regnier; Young; Spice; Power; Simms; Tyson; Cross; Gordon; Bertrand; Yohnka (10) 


ABSENT:    Bohlen; Banasiak (2)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Just an aside.  Alderman Osenga became a grandfather about 10 minutes ago.  His daughter just gave birth and obviously he’s certainly more.......he should be there rather than here tonight.  So, congratulations to his family on the birth of their.......first grandchild?

NANCY SMITHBERG:
I don’t think so.  I think they have more.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
A new grandchild.  Minutes.  I’ll entertain a motion to approve the minutes.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move and I just want to call your attention to page four.  I don’t recall saying this, Nancy, but maybe I did say it.  It says here, “We need ten votes now.”  I don’t remember really saying that.

NANCY SMITHBERG:
You can come in and listen to the tape.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Can I hold this out, or?

NANCY SMITHBERG:
You can come in and listen to the tape.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay, no problem.

NANCY SMITHBERG:
You know, and we can.....we can correct them next time if you don’t find it.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay.  Move to approve.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter to approve the minutes.  Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Seconded by Alderman Thompson.  Are there any other corrections or additions?  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 20, 2011

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The minutes are approved.  I have no Petitions.  Are there any Petitions from the Floor?  Under Communications, we will pull item G at the request of the Aldermen in the 2nd Ward.  We pull item G and, ah, they will communicate with the business owner and see if we can have some clarity on their request.  Ah, item A is for information.  Item B is a thank you note for our support of the Youth for Christ High Point Basketball Camp.  Item C is an invitation to the Aldermen.  The Knights of Colombus, I’m sure you all have noticed their wonderful new sign on the corner of Indiana and the Azzarelli family, it was through their gracious donation that the sign was made possible, and they are inviting us to a reception and a dedication of that sign.  So, please attend if you’re able to.  Items D, E, F, H, I and J, I think, can be combined.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, motion to approve.  

ALDERMAN JONES:
Second. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion to approve.  I have a first by Alderman Hunter, second by Alderman Jones.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Baron; Thompson (here); Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (12)  


ABSENT:   Browne, Osenga (2)

SHARITHA HARRIS IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT AND STREET BLOCKAGE 

OF THE 100 BLOCK OF EAST MERCHANT STREET (THE AREA AROUND THE 

WATER FOUNTAIN IN FRONT OF THE KANKAKEE TRAIN DEPOT) ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, 2011, FROM 12:00 P.M. UNTIL 5:00 P.M., FOR A WEDDING CEREMONY

ST. PATRICK’S CATHOLIC CHURCH IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT FOR 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2011, AND SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2011, FROM 

5:00 P.M. UNTIL 11:00 P.M.; STREET BLOCKAGE OF THE ALLEY IN THE 300 

BLOCK BETWEEN SOUTH INDIANA AVENUE AND HARRISON AVENUE ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2011 THROUGH SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2011; 

AND STREET BLOCKAGE OF WEST HICKORY STREET BETWEEN INDIANA 

AND HARRISON AVENUE ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2011, FROM 

12:00 P.M. UNTIL 6:00 P.M., FOR THEIR ANNUAL HALF PADDY FESTIVAL

COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER AT 150 NORTH INDIANA AVENUE IS 

REQUESTING STREET BLOCKAGE OF NORTH INDIANA AVENUE, WILLOW 

STREET, AND NORTH HARRISON AVENUE TO OLD FAIR PARK ON 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 2011, FROM 8:00 A.M. UNTIL 9:30 A.M., FOR A 

FUND-RAISING 5 K RACE

ILLINOIS GOLD TRACK CLUB IS REQUESTING PERMISSION TO HOST A TAG DAY 

ON SATURDAY, JULY 16, 2011, WITH A RAIN DATE OF SATURDAY, JULY 23, 2011

INTERNATIONAL HEALING AND DELIVERANCE CENTER IS REQUESTING 

PERMISSION TO HOST A TAG DAY ON FRIDAY, JULY 29, 2011, WITH A RAIN 

DATE OF SATURDAY, JULY 30, 2011

KANKAKEE EVENTS PARTNER IS REQUESTING STREET BLOCKAGE OF 

MERCHANT STREET FROM THE KANKAKEE TRAIN DEPOT TO SCHUYLER 

AVENUE ON FRIDAY, JULY 29, 2011 AND SATURDAY, JULY 30, 2011 AND 

HALF A DAY ON SUNDAY, JULY 31, 2011, FOR THE ANNUAL MERCHANT 

STREET MUSICFEST

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.   Standing Committees........I’m sorry, Alderman Thompson.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
I change my motion....... 

ALDERMAN HUNTER:  
You mean vote.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
.........to aye.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Oh, to aye rather than here.  Okay.  I knew what you meant.  Thank you, Alderman.  Standing Committees.  Building and Code.  Alderman Tall.

ALDERMAN TALL:
The information was in the packet.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Budget Committee.  Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Ah, Madam Mayor we had a meeting where Comptroller Spice had two of the employees of his office, Tamie Seedorf and Maureen Kambic, present what they did–examples of what they did.  And, I think it was definitely time well spent–even without the pizza.  Even without the pizza it was a great night.   And, it opened all of our eyes, you know, concerning what information’s gathered and how it’s gathered.  And, now I think we probably feel more free to go talk them, too, if we have some questions.  So, it wasn’t all pizza though.  It was, ah, had a presentation of the key economic indicators.  The major message for this month is the income tax–the amount owed by the State to us for income tax. $970,000.00.  They paid in January...through January of this year and haven’t paid since then.  And, that was the end of June.  That doesn’t include July.  Another highlight is the, ah, the Am–natural gas utility.  We’ve been having increased revenue over the last year and a half after we passed the Ordinance back in October 2009 taxing out-of-state providers.  But, we owe a certain percentage of that to AmAudit, the contractor who allowed us to.......who found the additional revenue for us and advised us on that.  So, that expires in October of this year which beyond that we’ll be able to realize 100% every year of the increase.  Ah, then we considered the budget.  Now I don’t know if we want to deal with that now?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That would be fine.  It’s, ah, on the agenda for a couple of items from now, but if we’d like to do that, I think that would be appropriate.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Okay.  The Mayor and Comptroller presented the budget.  We have had access to it.  I don’t know if..........it’s sort of hard to review in a couple of minutes as far it’s hard to encapsulate within a couple minutes, but I’m sure if anybody has any questions about it, ah, we’re looking for approval of the budget tonight.  It’s early this year.  It’s considerably earlier than last year.  And, I think we’ve waited ‘til now to wait to see what the sales tax.....what was going to happen with the sales tax in Springfield and the clarification of what our revenue is really going to be.  And, it seems to be clarifying somewhat.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
And, I think, Alderman, when you’re ready to make the motion, I’d like to just do a brief overview of the budget and what we’re presenting.  

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Great, okay.  Well, I would make a motion that we would Suspend the Rules that would interfere with passage of the budget. 

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I’ll second that your honor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
A motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Hunter to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (11)  


ABSTAIN: Stokes (1)


ABSENT:   Browne, R.; Osenga (2)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  I’m just going to do a brief overview of the budget.  Ah, those of you in attendance at the Budget Committee heard this, but I’ll go over it because actually we had excellent attendance that night and I do want to thank Mr. Spice and his staff for the wealth of information that they provided to everyone and for their help in crafting this budget.  It is a little bit early.  I would have liked to have had it a little bit sooner than tonight, but we were concerned about the sales tax issues and some of those have started to, ah, be resolved.   We faced a lot of challenges crafting this budget.  I’m sure all of you are aware that as of May 1, all of the employees in the City returned to their salaries prior to what the concessions were.  So, obviously, we had to, ah, plan for the increased wages.  We also had three groups that contractually were due raises.  And, those were the patrol officers, the sergeants and OPEIU.  All of those employees were due 4% raises.  So, that presented a challenge that.....those increases totaled about $250,000.00.  So, we had that to start with.  The good news is, we anticipate finishing the last fiscal year even.  Ah, everything hasn’t been accrued yet, but we hope that we will start.......we didn’t have to start this year in the hole.  Last year, if you remember, we started a million two in the hole.  So, this is certainly a pleasant turnaround not having to dig ourselves out of that.  We were very conservative last year and most of our projections worked and so we hope that once the auditing is done that we will finish this past year balanced.  We were lucky that we anticipate some revenue increases.  The health insurance premium, the decrease in premium to the City totaled more than $350,000.00.  That was a huge help this year.  It was done in part because of all of the changes we were able to make to the plan last year.  Eliminating the HMO and making some other significant plan changes allowed us to go out to the marketplace this year and get competitive bids.  And, those bids resulted in a tremendous savings to not only the City’s portion, but obviously to the employees’ portion of the health insurance.  Even though we still incentivize people to take the higher deductible and the HSA, we still hope to realize more than $350,000.00 savings.  The gas utility tax that Alderman Baron just mentioned, ah, when that expires in October we’ll be able to realize the full amount of that tax and we hope that that will net us about another $400,000.00, as well as some increases in sales tax.  The issues seem to be resolving.  I don’t want to give anyone false hopes.  They’re not entirely resolved, but we are seeing a change in tenor from the Department of Revenue.  We have some agreements that are expiring to the percents that they had been in place offering the City a higher percentage.  So, we hope to gain some revenue there as well as some new agreements that might be coming down the pike.  So, we did budget for an increase in sales tax.  Sadly, to balance the budget, we also had to lay off some employees.  That’s always a difficult decision.  The Police Department is down five because of attrition.  The Fire Department is down three firefighters that we had to lay off and not hire a fourth.  And, OPEIU lost five employees.  So, the budget balance did not come without some sacrifice in having to let go employees.  And, I think we also have to be very cognizant of that.  In addition, we were able to move one, ah, police employee to the Utility so we were able to save the general fund the salary from that employee.  So, all tolled, we were able to present you with a balanced budget.  We are dipping into the revenue bond from the Utility to balance the budget to the tune of about $320,000.00.  That’s a far cry from the million dollars that we budgeted last year to balance the budget.  But, there’s no surplus in this budget and you can’t go very many budgets without starting to create a surplus because that revenue bond will not last very long and we have to start planning for a time when we have to have savings.  So, we’ll see how this year goes and if we see as we progress through the fiscal year that our projections are not living up to what we hope, then we’ll have to make a midyear correction.  But, right now I’m pleased that the budget is balanced.  I think it’s important out of a budget that revenues projected at $22,690,492.00 and expenditures of $22,690,007.00 that we do have a surplus of about $485.  It’s also important out of a budget that’s nearly $23 million that $18,382,000.00 of that are salaries and benefits.  So, you can see that we are a very service/labor intensive organization.  And, sadly, there isn’t much wiggle room when it comes to the other $4 million as far as, ah, expenditures.  So, it’s people, but it’s people who make the City run so we have to do our best to provide an environment that they want to work in and we are still providing the services that our residents have come to expect.  So, I’m pleased to have a balanced budget and, ah, I will entertain a motion to place this on its final reading.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
I would move that we place the budget with the $480 surplus on its final reading and pass.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, I’ll second that and as you enumerated those employees that have been deleted from the budget, that’s a total of 14 less than the previous budget.  Is that correct?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s correct.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay, I’ll second that motion.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Hunter to place this Ordinance on its Final Passage and Pass.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (11)


ABSTAIN: Stokes (1)  


ABSENT: Browne, R.; Osenga (2) 

ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL 

YEAR BEGINNING MAY 1, 2011, AND ENDING APRIL 30, 2012

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Oh, I’m sorry.  Thank you.  Motion carries.  Thank you very much.  Alderman Baron, are you.........?

ALDERMAN BARON: 
That is it.  Thank you.  Ordinance Committee.  Alderman Swanson.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
The information is in the packet.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Report of Officers.  I need a motion to pay the bills.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
I move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $1,317,566.87.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the payment of the bills.  Are there any questions?  Roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (11)  

ABSTAIN: Stokes ((Mayor, I abstain from any......I vote yes, but I abstain from any bills that pertain to the Fire Department.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:   Alderman, I think you would need to identify which bills those are in order to abstain.  Otherwise, we have no way of knowing which bills you’re voting for and which bills you’re not voting for.  

ALDERMAN STOKES: Abstain at this time.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: Thank you.


ALDERMAN STOKES:   You’re welcome.) (1) 


ABSENT:   Browne, R.; Osenga (2)

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS – $1,317,566.87 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Motion carries.  There’s no Unfinished Business.  Moving onto New Business, we have two handicapped parking Ordinances, A and B.  I will entertain a motion to combine those.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson to Suspend the Rules.  Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Seconded by Alderman Tall to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of those Ordinances.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (You said it was two handicapped.  I don’t see it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman, I am going to clarify that.  


ALDERMAN COX:   Yeah.


MAYOR EPSTEIN:    I made an error.


ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I saw that, too.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:  Yeah, I just saw it, too.  Ah, Aldermen, the Suspending of the Rules will be for item A for that handicapped parking.  The other, ah, the other Ordinance is changing the fines.

ALDERMAN COX:
Yes. Changing.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
So, we need to do those separately.  My apologies.

ALDERMAN SWANSON: Well, that’s not my Ward, so if somebody from that Ward would like to do that indistinguishable.  I was just doing that because indistinguishable  

ALDERMAN COX:
I make that motion.


MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  Shall we start over?


COLLECTIVELY: Yes.) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I will entertain a motion to Suspend the Rules on item A, an Ordinance for handicapped parking.

ALDERMAN COX:
I so move.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Cox, seconded by Alderman Davidson to Suspend the Rules.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (12)  


ABSENT:   Browne, R.; Osenga (2)    
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  A motion to place this Ordinance on its Final Passage.

ALDERMAN COX:
So moved.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Cox, seconded by Alderman Davidson.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (12)  


ABSENT:   Browne, R.; Osenga (2)

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ESTABLISHING 

HANDICAPPED PARKING SIGN(S) AT 979 NORTH HARRISON AVENUE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The next item is an Ordinance amending Chapter 32 of the City Code Handicapped Parking Fines.  There is an increase in the handicapped parking fines.  Ah, do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Thompson to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Stokes; Jones (10)


NAY: Davidson; Cox (I believe people should obey the law.  I believe this fine is excessive.  I vote no.) (2)  

ABSENT:    Browne, R.; Osenga (2)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay, thank you, Alderman.  It was to Suspend the rules, Alderman.  Motion carries.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
A motion to place this Ordinance on its Final Passage.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Thompson.  Are there any questions?

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
I do have a question.  Is there an issue with the fines that we have now or are we not........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
My understanding is, it’s bringing it up to the State statute.

ATTORNEY POWER:
We increased........the legislature increased the maximum fine for, ah, handicapped parking to $750.00.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
And, currently it’s.........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Five hundred.

ATTORNEY POWER:
That’s a maximum.  That doesn’t mean we always get that fine, but sometimes we do.  The legislature increased it from $500 to $750 and this is simply following that increase.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
Are we having any.......I mean are there any specific issues in the City in the Police Department.  Is there an increase or a decrease or is this something that.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I think periodically we have complaints that the Police Department have to go out and patrol different areas, ah, usually like the Wal-Marts, the major grocery stores, you know, the larger parking lots, that people are parking in the handicapped spaces without placards or plates.  Ah, is it a major issue?  No, but I think it’s one that–I don’t think it’s inappropriate to at least follow the State statute.  So, that’s why it’s on the Council agenda for tonight, Alderman.  Alderman?

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Pat Power also had mentioned that there were some clarification points that were changed within the Ordinance about people sitting in their cars in the handicapped spots that are not handicapped.  So, it’s not just the fine increase.....

ATTORNEY POWER:
That’s correct.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
.....but it’s also some more clarification.

ATTORNEY POWER:
The current Ordinance prohibits parking.  This expands it to stopping, standing or parking.  And, that’s important because we’re getting people pulling into these, dropping people off, sitting in there, letting their car run, waiting ‘til they come out and they’re just taking up a handicapped parking space.  Now, that is not, you know, in consort with the, ah, with the spirit of the law to be certain.  Ah, and, in order to address this problem, that’s what we’ve.......that’s what we’ve done here.  We’ve expanded to stopping, standing and parking.  

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
So is that?  

ATTORNEY POWER: 
As well as increasing the, ah, the maximum from $500 to $750.  

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
So, that’s more significant than just the fine aspect of it?

ATTORNEY POWER:
Yes, there’s more to it than just that.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Any other questions?  Motion to place this Ordinance on its Final Passage.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We have that from Alderman Swanson, we have a second from Thompson.  Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (With the additional understanding that it’s more than just a fine, I’ll vote aye) (11)  NAY:   Cox (1)


ABSENT:   Browne, R.; Osenga (2)

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32 SECTION 231 OF THE CITY CODE OF 

THE CITY OF KANKAKEE (HANDICAPPED PARKING FINES)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.   The next item on the agenda is an Ordinance amending Chapter 8 of the City Code, Electrical Contractors.  The Code currently speaks to the City doing testing for electricians.  The City no longer does that testing.  I think you’re all aware of the fact that we contract out with the County to do our electrical inspections.  This is a clarification in the Ordinance and it removes that the City does testing for electrical contractors in order to comply with the way we currently do business.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Can we rescind that at some future point as we deem it appropriate?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
When we had, ah........

CLIFF CROSS:
Mayor I can answer that.  That was in place when Chuck Hosier was here.  Chuck Hosier actually did the testing–was certified to do the testing.  So, the answer to your question is, yes that can come back into place if you get an in-house certified electrical.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
And, when we had Mr. Shaw as the Code Director, he was a licensed electrician.  Ah, so yes, Alderman we can revisit that at a future time.  Do I have a motion to suspend?

ALDERMAN TALL:
So moved.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Thompson to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (12)  


ABSENT: Browne, R.; Osenga (2)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  A motion to place this Ordinance on its Final Passage.

ALDERMAN TALL:
So moved.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Thompson.  Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (12)  


ABSENT:   Browne, R.; Osenga (2)

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 8 SECTION 80.50 OF THE CITY

CODE OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE (ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  We’ve already taken care of item D.  Item E is an Intergovernmental Agreement between Kankakee County and the City of Kankakee.  Mr. Tyson, did you want to speak to that?  

DAVID TYSON:
Yes, what this is, is that’s a way to indistinguishable the County’s bill.  We’re looking at the parking lot that’s going west of the County Building right now.  That is on the northwest corner of Court and Schuyler.  We’re redesigning it and we want to get it approved.  We want to get them to, you know, be able to approve it and then come up with the money to do it.  With that, we’re looking at other parking that has to do with the lot south of that and other lots within the City.  But, we have to approve this in order to get the money for the County to be able to pay for the study. 
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Any questions for Mr. Tyson?  I need a motion to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement between the City and the County.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
So moved.

ALDERMAN COX:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Davidson, seconded by Alderman Cox.  Are there any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (12)  


ABSENT: Browne, R.; Osenga (2)

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN KANKAKEE COUNTY 

AND THE CITY OF KANKAKEE (KANKAKEE AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  The next item, F, is an Intergovernmental Agreement between the City of Kankakee and the Kankakee River Metropolitan Agency, known as KRMA.  Ah........

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Move to approve.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Baron to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement.  I’ll speak to it just briefly.  Ah, I’m sure you’re all aware that the City is a significant portion of KRMA–60%–along with Bradley, Bourbonnais and Aroma Park.  You’re all aware of the issues with the explosion that occurred at KRMA.  That explosion was totally covered by insurance, but the bills have been mounting.  While we are operating under a temporary, ah, while we are doing temporary work they’re waiting for the insurance settlement.  Ah, we need a bridge loan in order to cover the expenses until the insurance pays.  The City of Kankakee is going to take out a line of credit with PNC Bank for $2.5 million that will allow KRMA to function until the insurance settlement is received.  This is a totally secure loan.  The City is 60% of KRMA.  God forbid, they aren’t able to pay; the City would just withhold its payments to KRMA which are significant.  It may not even be necessary because by the time this is finalized, the insurance settlement might even be there.  It’s for 12 months.  PNC Bank is preparing the Ordinance that is required to allow the line of credit.  As soon as that is prepared, that will come to you.  But, this is really just an agreement between the City and KRMA saying that we are taking out this line of credit and that they owe us the repayment of any portion that is used.  They may use a piece of it, they may not use any of it.  They may use the entire amount.  It just is a matter of when will the insurance settlement be reached.  It’s in the works.  They’ve already received a partial payment, but obviously, for an explosion and an incident of this nature, it takes a while to get all of the documentation complete.  Mr. Simms, anything you’d like to add to that?

RICHARD SIMMS:
The main issue right now is that, ah, KRMA’s engineers have come up with what is called replacement cost and the insurance companies hired an adjuster who’s hired an  engineer and they’re looking because we’re trying to come to a concurrence of what the reasonable cost is.  It’s kind of an academic exercise in a sense because the insurance police says they will pay for whatever it actually is when you actually do it.  But, as Chairman Green of KRMA explains it, what happens is they develop a replacement cost, then they depreciate that based on the age of the facility and the difference between those two is your actual cash value.  If that actual cash value is received, that will displace the $2.5 million that we anticipate we’ll need over the next year.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Roll call.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I think Alderman Jones had a question.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Will that be paid back with the interest or is this an interest-free loan?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Oh, yes.  No, absolutely with interest and any other fees that are associated with the line of credit KRMA will pay back.  The City will incur no extra cost because of this.   Roll call.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Okay.  

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (12)  


ABSENT:   Browne, R.; Osenga (2)

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF KANKAKEE 

AND KANKAKEE RIVER METROPOLITAN AGENCY

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  The next item on the agenda is the City of Kankakee Policy Manual and Employee Handbook.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, this is a well written document, ah, and I’m not sure if everybody’s had an opportunity to read all 52 pages.  I took the liberty to, ah, read it today and there have been some changes and amendments on the Illinois Human Rights Act, ah, Mr. Gordon and I think those changes probably need to be reflected in the contents of, ah, of this document here.  Specifically, on page 7 of 52, we probably should add Sexual Orientation at the top of that particular page.  Additionally, ah, the, ah, GINA information or law needs to be reflected in this document as well, too.  And, that’s the genetic information, ah, nondiscrimination act of 2008, public law 110-233-122 statute, point 881.  I deal with some of this stuff every day in terms of my job, so I know a lot about this stuff.  And, also, the Illinois Human Rights Act has been amended to include, ah, order of protection status, ah, and also citizenship and pregnancy status and I think that’s Federal.  But, if we could, Mayor, hold this up until you can have some of those items reflected in here.  And, i–it’s really good reading, if you guys take a look at it and see what..........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
If you would, Alderman, provide us with the items that you mentioned, we will be happy to include those in the document. 

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
It was my concern that we did not have an up-to-date employee handbook and Alderman...........ah, Mr. Power and Mr. Gordon have been working diligently on this.  In fact, we just received, through the IML, ah, a change in the ADA Coordinator has to be included.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Um huh (affirmative).  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
And, we made sure that that was done.  Ah, obviously, this is a moving target.  My hope is that we will publish this annually and make changes as necessary and also once it’s approved by the Council, this will be printed and every employee will sign off that they have received this.  Now, this does not take the place of a contract–a union contract.  But, it does speak to things that are not in a contract that are necessary for all employees to be aware of.  And, I think it’s very important for them all to have a copy, and that they all sign that they received a copy because when there’s issues that arise in the workplace, ah, this is really something that they all need to be aware of.  So, Alderman, that’s fine.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
No problem.  I agree with that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
If you’ll just, ah, make those notations and we will put this on the agenda for the next meeting.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
And, the other comment I had was on page 47 of 52.  This is the first time I ever heard of reflection day or days.  But, ah, you know, you learn something new every day in this kind of work.  Ah, so, ah, please, Aldermen, please review this document.  Take a look at it.  Keep it in your files at home so you can review it.  When issues come up, you’ll have the updated version of this to take a look at, ‘cause I’m sure employees and everybody and their mama will probably be posing  questions to you when these issues come up, but you’ll have this bible here to take a look at.  So, it’s very informative.  It’s well written.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  It was a.........took a long time to get it done.  But, we will, ah, make those changes and we will just amend the agenda to remove that and place it on the next Council meeting’s agenda.  Ah, Motions and Resolutions. We do have a Resolution according official recognition to Pastor Emeritus William H. Copeland, Jr.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Since Rev. Copeland resides in the 7th, I’ll yield to the Alderman from the 7th, my Alderman, Carl Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Motion to approve.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
A motion by Alderman Carl Brown, seconded by Alderman Hunter to approve the Resolution.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

RESOLUTION ACCORDING OFFICIAL RECOGNITION TO 

PASTOR EMERITUS WILLIAM H. COPELAND, JR.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The Resolution is approved.  Do I have any Aldermen’s comments or questions?  Alderman Jones.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Ah, Mayor I belong to the Gleaners Insurance Fraternity, and we are providing a movie–a free movie–to all children, adults, grandparents at the Paramount Theatre on July 13.  It is for Yogi the Bear.  Yogi the Bear will be there to greet the kids and we will be giving away two bicycles and we are providing everyone to come out and have a family day–family morning movie at the Paramount.  The doors open up at 9:00 and the movie starts at 10:00 and I hope everybody that has grandchildren will pass the words on.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
So, July 13, at 9:00 A.M. the doors open.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Doors open at the Paramount.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
And, it’s a free movie.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Free movie.  The Gleaners Society pays for that movie for everybody to go.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  Thank you, Alderman.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, with the Council’s indulgence for about, ah, one minute, ah, you may recall that, ah, Alderman Stokes had brought something before the Council or had provided us with copies of some information he’d received at the new elected officials orientation, ah, which spoke to a conflict of interest.   Ah, if I could, ah, ask with the Mayor’s permission that this matter regarding conflict of interest concerning Alderman Stokes be referred to a committee comprising of Alderman Stokes, Corporation Counsel Bohlen and Comptroller Spice.  I pose that as a ques........or as a referral that they come back at some time and certain to present to the Council, ah, their interpretation what may be some action that the Council can take as well as what actions Mr. Stokes can act upon.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We’ll be happy to schedule a meeting with Alderman Stokes with Mr. Bohlen and Mr. Spice.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
You’re welcome.  Ah, I saw another hand.  Alderman Faford.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Yeah.  On behalf of the Kankakee Valley Symphony Orchestra, I want to thank the City for all that they provided at yesterday’s fireworks program.  It was a fabulous evening!  And, I know the kids had a ball with the fire truck, the obstacle course, the canine unit was there and they were playing with the dog and all the other activities that were presented by the library, the Park District and other organizations in the City.  It was just a fabulous evening.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  It’s very important that the City sponsor and promote those events.  As you said, when other communities are canceling those things I think it’s important.  We do them very well.  Ah, and it’s important for the families to have a place to go and I want to thank the Police and the Fire Departments.  It did require some overtime on their part to participate, but I think it’s money well spent ‘cause there were lots and lots of people there and a lot of children.  

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
I understand it was the biggest crowd we’ve ever had.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.

NANCY SMITHBERG: 
I’m out of order, but could I ask a question?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Oh, oh.  I shudder.

NANCY SMITHBERG:
Did anybody else see the laser lights?  I talked to the fireworks company this morning and they had nothing to do with those.  Does anybody know where they came from?

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Probably somebody in a boat.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Maybe they’re cheaper than the fireworks.  Okay.  Ah, the end of Aldermen comments.  Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, ma’am.  I have two items.  One of them is the Space Center.  Once again, we enter into Hobbie Avenue coming out of Bradley into Kankakee we look to the left, we see this large building located on the Space Center ground.  It’s been there several years.  Big old large eyesore, broken windows.  I mean Mayor, we can’t let this go.  This had got to be violation after violation.  Nothin’ is being done.  Do you realize that the Code Enforcement themself have to drive out of that facility and see this large structure there?  So, what I would like to see happen is the City Attorney and anyone else that can get on this and find out why?  Why do we have to look at this sore–this sore object to the eye?  And, the second thing Mayor, back to these City vehicles.  Once again, we need to take pride in our community.  We need to take pride in everything we do.  Our Department Heads need to take pride.  Our Aldermens need to take pride.  Our Mayor needs to take pride.  We need to instill pride back in our community.  And, that’s one of the reasons why we do not have to ride around, ah, ah, what do you call it?  We don’t have to ride around incognito as they may call it.  Every vehicle in the City of Kankakee–they need to either stand up and give an account of their department or they need to stand up and give a account of the City of Kankakee.  The number one best place in the whole wide world.  That’s why every vehicle in the City of Kankakee needs to have a City logo.  Or they need to step up to the plate and identify what department they stand for.  And, I really want to take the time out to thank you for hearing me out.  And, thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
You’re welcome.  Any other comments?  A motion to adjourn.  Oh, we do need an Executive Session this evening.  A motion to go into Executive Session.  A motion by.............I need a motion.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Motion to go into Executive Session.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Jones, seconded by..........

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
.............Alderman Thompson to go into Executive Session.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We are adjourned to Open Session.











7:43 P.M.












8:00 P.M.


MAYOR EPSTEIN:
One other item that was in your packet.  Because we’ve had so many challenges to the Open Meetings Act, I’m requesting that Aldermen try their best to refrain from bringing any items up at the Council meeting that are not on the agenda.  And, we will try, also, not to hand out anything to you on Mondays that are not on the agenda.  So, from both sides, we will try because there are issues when we amend the agenda at the last minute.  So, unless it’s an emergency or something that is of critical importance, of course we will handle it.  But, let’s just try to keep to a minimum any things that are brought up from the Floor.


ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
So, Mayor, bring the items that we may have if we have issues, if we don’t bring it up then you cancel it?


MAYOR EPSTEIN:
No, no, no, no.  I’m talking about requests for street closures, I’m talking about requests for handicapped parking.  Any agenda items.


ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Okay.  


MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The Clerk’s office needs them by Friday at 9:00 A.M.  So do your best to have them in her office so we can get the books out.


ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
I was just gettin’ clarity.


MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes, I appreciate that.  


ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Move to adjourn.


ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Second.


MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We have a motion and a second.  All those in favor, aye.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING


MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We are adjourned.  Thank you.












8:01 P.M.
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