 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CITY O KANKAKEE

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

JULY 18, 2011       7:00 P.M. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Good evening.  Ah, I’d like to call this meeting to order.  I’d like to ask Pastor Sherman Collins from the International Healing and Deliverance Center to come forward and lead us in the prayer.

PASTOR COLLINS:
Eternal Father Lord, we thank You right now in the name of Jesus Christ.  Lord, we ask You to look upon this party here, increase our faith, Lord that they may make sound judgements and decisions in the name of Jesus.  Pull down every stronghold, every imaginary indistinguishable Lord and enable Jesus and release the prayers of the innocent all around the United States to intercede for one another in Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  I would like to ask Alderman Osenga to lead us in the Pledge.

ALDERMAN OSENGA  AND ALL:
Pledge of Allegiance

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:  Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones (via telephone); Davidson (13) 


ABSENT:   Cox (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:   Regnier; Young; Spice; Bohlen; Power; Simms; Tyson; Banasiak; Cross; Gordon; Bertrand; Yohnka (12) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  I will entertain a motion to approve the minutes of the July 5, 2011, meeting.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Hearing no objections, I move they be approved as recorded.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion made by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the minutes of the July 5, meeting.  Are there any corrections or additions?  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF JULY 5, 2011

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The minutes are approved.  Moving onto Petitions.  The minutes of the Planning Board meeting were passed out this evening.  That’s for information only.  Mr. Cross has requested that the Findings for PB11–02 and 07 be placed on First Reading.  Do I have a motion to accept the Findings of PB11– 02?

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 
So moved.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Linneman, seconded by Alderman Osenga to accept the Findings and Recommendations of the Planning Board.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13)  


ABSENT:   Cox (1)

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A MAP AMENDMENT TO REZONE THE PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS 230-232 SOUTH FRASER FROM R-1 SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL TO R-2 TWO-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL TO ACCOMMODATE THE 

TWO LEGAL CONFORMING DWELLING UNITS 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Is there a motion to place this Ordinance on its First Reading approving a map amendment to rezone the property commonly known as 230-232 S. Fraser?  Mr. Cross, did you want to make any comments?

CLIFF CROSS:
I would.  Just to make sure we have a clear understanding of what the requests are.  Specifically, when you look at case PB11–02, this was an application by Phyllis Redman.  She requests to rezone the property at 230-232 S. Fraser from R-1 Single Family Residential to R-2 Two-Family Residential.  I don’t know if many of you recall the circumstances that  surround this particular property, but back in 2002 this property was what was identified as an illegal conversion.  What happened is the front........the home itself was a single-family dwelling and the garage was illegally converted to another dwelling.  Now, Mrs. Redman did not own this property at that time.  It was done by somebody else.  She purchased it under good faith with the understanding that it was a legal use, however, after it was determined it was not, the Mayor and Council entered into an agreement with Mrs. Redman back in 2002 that would allow her to continue to utilize that property as a two-unit for five years.  If she did not disband the use and convert it back to a single-residence by the end of that five years, she had to then it make sure it was converted back to a single-family dwelling.  Back in, I think, late ‘08, early ‘09, it was identified as continuing as a two-unit.  Therefore, Mrs. Redmond had the option to either discontinue the use or request a re-zoning to accommodate a two-family use.  She made that request to appear before the Planning Board to rezone the property to an R-2 zoning district.  However, at staff’s recommendation, we were not comfortable with re-zoning that property to an R-2 and could not recommend it for approval.  The Planning Board concurred.  They felt like the zoning was not appropriate within that area in that neighborhood.  So, their recommendation was to actually deny the re-zoning request as identified in your Findings and then request that you consider a new agreement that would allow for the two-unit to continue to be utilized until Mrs. Redmond ceases occupancy of the residence or sells the residence.  So, we’re requesting to put it on the First Reading because, A, I have to get with the legal department to make sure that the new agreement is in place for Mrs. Redmond and for you to consider and, B, because of the timing of the minutes.  We just feel like you might want to review the minutes from the two previous Planning Board meetings before you make a decision on this.  Staff was comfortable with the request in terms of denying the re-zoning and then it is up to you whether you feel it is applicable to enter into an agreement to continue the two-family use. 

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Cliff, clarification.  Did they.........was it the Findings and Recommendation to deny the request?

CLIFFORD CROSS:
To deny the re-zoning.  And, then to further make a recommendation that a separate agreement be proposed to you as a Council.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Then upon the Council’s acceptance of the Findings and Recommendation, there is no Ordinance to be.....

CLIFFORD CROSS:
Correct.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
There should be no Ordinance placed on..........

CLIFFORD CROSS:
Correct, but I always incorporate the Ordinance in case the Findings and Recommendations are overturned.  Therefore, you have an Ordinance in the packet.  And, just to note, I want to make sure everybody understands on both of these, you see there where it says an Ordinance approving and that is correct.  If you’d overturn the Findings, you would have an Ordinance to enact upon.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
So, once they’ve been accepted, we do not have to act on the Ordinance.

CLIFFORD CROSS:
Correct.  The Ordinance is in there by default.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I was in error to request a First Reading on the Ordinance, then.  So, thank you.  Any questions for Mr. Cross while you have him here about this proposal?  Okay, we’ll move onto PB11-07.  Again, a request, ah, for the re-zoning of the property commonly known as 1603 S. Washington.  Again, a motion to accept the Recommendations and Findings.  And, again, Mr. Cross why don’t you clarify what those are?

CLIFFORD CROSS:
Well, this request, PB11-07 which was an application by Mr.  Awa, is  requesting to rezone that particular property from C-2 Service Commercial to an R-3 Zoning classification to accommodate a multi-family-unit complex.  It’s my understanding that Mr. Awa has started to complete work on this project.  It was identified that work was being done without a permit and then the Code Department referred them to us because the C-2 zoning would not allow for that and they were correct on that.  Therefore, Mr. Awa’s only option was to remove everything that he had done to be in compliance with the Code for the Building and Code Department or he needed to rezone the property to a zoning class that would allow for a three-unit which our zoning ordinance, the only underlying zoning district that does is the R-3 Multi-Family.  He made that request at to Planning Board, however, staff also recommended denial of his request because it just, quite frankly, does not fit.  The underlying zoning, the zoning district around it is C-2 and the recommendations of the Planning Board was to support the recommendation of the planning staff and recommend denial of this request because it is inconsistent with the underlying zoning of the district.  There were some other issues with it.  There was, for example, a concern was that some of the doors actually would exit onto an ingress/egress that was owned by another property owner.  You just......you can’t really bind, it’s not a good practice, in my opinion, to bind future property owners to agreements.  And, there would have to be some sort of recorded covenant and there was not.  So, long story short, they were not comfortable with this request  and they recommended denial of this request in its entirety.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Any questions for Mr. Cross?  Then I would entertain a motion to accept the Findings and Recommendations of the Planning Board.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
So moved.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Swanson to, ah, accept the Findings and Recommendations of the Planning Board.   Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson  (13)


ABSENT:    Cox (1)  

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A MAP AMENDMENT TO REZONE THE PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS 1603 SOUTH WASHINGTON FROM C-2 SERVICE COMMERCIAL TO R-3 MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL TO ACCOMMODATE A 

PROPOSED 3-UNIT MULTI-FAMILY COMPLEX 
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  There’s no need to act upon the Ordinance.  Moving onto Communications.  The first item is an information.  The second item also is notification that IDOT will be holding some, ah, informational meetings, ah, so that’s included in your packet.  Item C, Alderman Davidson is requesting a donation to assist the hosting of the Annual Free Back to School Haircut Program.  Alderman, what is the amount of your request?

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
Two hundred and fifty dollars.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Two hundred and fifty dollars.  Do I have a motion to approve to approve?

ALDERMAN BARON: 
So moved.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the request to........for the Back to School Free Haircut Program.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (Would it be appropriate that I abstain?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:   You receive no direct benefit.  You can vote aye.) (13)  


ABSENT:   Cox (1)

ALDERMAN GLENN DAVIDSON IS REQUESTING A DONATION TO ASSIST 

THE HOSTING OF THE ANNUAL FREE BACK-TO-SCHOOL HAIRCUT 

PROGRAM  ON MONDAY, AUGUST 22, 2011, AT THE COMMUNITY 

RESOURCE CENTER IN THE AMOUNT OF $250.00

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The motion carries.  Under Communications, I believe we can combine D, E, F, G, H, I, J and K.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, ah, Alderman Brown and I have consulted with the petitioner for item G, Ms. Smith, and we’re pulling that from the agenda for consideration.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Which item, Alderman?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
G as in God.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
G.  Okay, thank you.  Do I have a motion to approve D, E, F, H, I, J and K?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Osenga to approve the communications requests.  All those in favor, aye. Opposed, same sign.  They are approved.

ON THE ROX AT 670 WEST STATION STREET IS REQUESTING PERMISSION 

FOR A NOISE PERMIT TO HOST OUTDOOR MUSIC ON THURSDAY, 

JULY 21, 2011, FROM 7:00 P.M. UNTIL 10:00 P.M.

SEYBORN BILLINGS IS REQUESTING STREET BLOCKAGE OF THE 700 

BLOCK OF NORTH EIGHTH AVENUE ON SATURDAY, JULY 23, 2011, FROM 

4:00 P.M. UNTIL 8:00 P.M. FOR A BIRTHDAY PARTY

JEFFREY WILLS IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT AND STREET BLOCKAGE 

OF THE 600 BLOCK OF NORTH DEARBORN AVENUE FROM MULBERRY 

STREET TO BIRCH STREET ON SATURDAY, JULY 23, 2011, FROM 10:00 A.M. 

UNTIL 7:00 P.M. FOR A BIRTHDAY PARTY

KANKAKEE COLTS YOUTH FOOTBALL AND CHEERLEADING LEAGUE IS REQUESTING PERMISSION TO HOST A TAG DAY ON SATURDAY, JULY 30, 

2011, WITH A RAIN DATE OF SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 2011

COMMUNITY CHURCH OF HOLINESS AT 481 NORTH HARRISON AVENUE IS REQUESTING STREET BLOCKAGE OF THE ALLEYWAY AT 481 NORTH 

HARRISON AVENUE AND THE ENTRYWAY INTO THE PARKING LOT OF 

THE 400 BLOCK OF SOUTH INDIANA AVENUE ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 

2011 AND SUNDAY, AUGUST 7, 2011, FROM 9:00 A.M. UNTIL 11:00 P.M. 

FOR A GOSPEL FEST

GRACEFIELD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION IS REQUESTING A NOISE 

PERMIT AND STREET BLOCKAGE OF WEST HAWKINS STREET FROM SOUTH 

MAIN AVENUE TO SOUTH MCKINLEY AVENUE ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, 

2011, FROM 5:00 P.M. UNTIL 8:00 P.M., WITH A RAIN DATE OF SUNDAY, 

AUGUST 28, 2011, FOR THEIR THIRD ANNUAL SUBDIVISION OUTDOOR PARTY

MT. OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH AT 650 FAIRVIEW AVENUE IN BRADLEY IS REQUESTING PERMISSION TO HOST A TAG DAY ON FRIDAY, JULY 22, 2011, 

WITH A RAIN DATE OF FRIDAY, AUGUST 5, 2011

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
They are approved.  Standing Committees.  Economic Development.  Alderman Linneman.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 
Ah, we met, we are still sort of finding our way and we were given a presentation by Mr. Yohnka about what the Economic Development Council does.  And, it was very informative, how they get their money, what they use it for, what they can’t use it for.  Ah, some of the projects they’ve been involved in and, ah, Mr. Strasma, Norm Strasma, came from the Community Foundation and the similarly filled us in on what they do.  So, it’s learning what the resources of the community are.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  Ah, Public Safety.  Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, that report is self-explanatory, but I would advise the Council that the next Public Safety meeting, ah, will be on Tuesday, August 2, at 5:15 at the Perry Farm.  Ah, and in conjunction with the Annual Night Out at 459 North Kennedy.  It’s the first time, as the Chief indicated, we’ve done this and there will be something for everybody, friends and family should be there.  All kinds of goodies, refreshments, ah, and information.  I...I would make mention regarding to the Public Safety Committee meeting that it’s very informative and those of you who are not on that committee would come you would be able to find out a lot of information as to what the respective departments of the Fire and Police Departments are doing as far as activities.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  License and Franchise.  Alderman Carl Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Mayor, I yield 35 my colleague from the 6th Ward, Rich Browne.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Well, thank you.  And, I’ll use all 35.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
You’ve got 5.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
The information is in the packet.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Excellent.  Excellent! Budget Committee.  Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Given that we’ve just passed the budget for the new year, there’s not a lot of activity.  We had a presentation by Comptroller Spice of the financials for the month and I don’t know if there’s anything.........if you have any questions.  I....no huge changes in regards to sales tax receipts from the year previous.  The revenue from.............the State is behind in income tax payments of about ¾ of a million dollars which is better than last month by a couple hundred thousand dollars.  Other than that, ah, I don’t know if you have questions.........feel free.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Ah, Report of Officers, approval of the bills.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
I move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $1,353,020.96.

ALDERMAN TALL:
I’ll second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the payment of the bills.  Are there any questions?  Roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson (12)  


ABSTAIN:    Stokes (1)


ABSENT: Cox (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS $1,353,020.96

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Under Unfinished Business, if you’ll recall, last year...... last year........last Council meeting we had the Employee Handbook for your approval.  There were a couple of additions that needed to be made to the book and changes.  Ah, we didn’t print the entire book again because we didn’t want to waste that much paper, but we did print the pages that had the changes.  Ah, I would entertain a motion to approve the Employee Handbook with the changes.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, I move to approve.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, second by Alderman Thompson to approve the Employee Handbook with the included changes.  Ah, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson (12)


ABSTAIN:   Stokes (1)  


ABSENT:    Cox (1)

CITY OF KANKAKEE POLICY MANUAL AND EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.   Moving onto New Business.  We have several Ordinances amending and rescinding handicapped parking.  A, B, C, D, E and F.  Do I have a motion to place these.........to Suspend the Rules.

ALDERMAN TALL:
I so move.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Thompson to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinances.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13)  


ABSENT:    Cox (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Motion to place these Ordinances on their Final Passage.

ALDERMAN TALL:
I so move.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
   Second.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Thompson.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13)  


ABSENT:   Cox (1)

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 RESCINDING 

HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 431 NORTH GREENWOOD AVENUE

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 RESCINDING 

HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 611 NORTH GREENWOOD AVENUE

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 RESCINDING 

HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 896 NORTH SCHUYLER AVENUE

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 RESCINDING 

HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 675 NORTH EVERGREEN AVENUE

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 RESCINDING 

HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 747 NORTH EVERGREEN AVENUE

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 RESCINDING

HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 404 WEST RIVER STREET

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Moving onto item G.  We are asking you to declare certain property from DPW as surplus.  Ah, Mr. Dear and Mr. Simms guarantee me that these are way beyond their useful life, even for parts.  We need to Suspend the Rules.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of this Ordinance.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Second it, your honor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Carl Brown, seconded by Alderman Hunter to Suspend the Rules.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13)  


ABSENT:   Cox (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.   Motion to place the Ordinance on its Final Passage.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
A motion to place this Ordinance on its Final Passage and Pass.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Second, your honor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Carl Brown, seconded by Alderman Hunter.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13) 


ABSENT:   Cox (1)

ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE – ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES UTILITY BOARD – AND 

AUTHORIZING THE SALE THEREOF

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda is a recommendation to award the contract for our 50/50 sidewalk program in the amount of $57,324.25 to Einfelt Construction.  You’ll notice that there was an amendment passed out because this is work being done downtown.  We would like to include in the contract that they are able to start at 3:00 A.M.  That way we can get most of the concrete poured before businesses open.  Ah, Mr. Tyson is here waving his hand.

DAVID TYSON: 
Yeah, that’s not quite right.  What it is, that amendment, that letter was for Chicago Concrete that’s doing the downtown sidewalks who we’d like to start at 3:00 in the morning.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
This is the 50/50.

DAVID TYSON:
Yes, and this is the 50/50 program.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Do we..........do we need to, ah, just act on this individually then?

DAVID TYSON:
Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.

DAVID TYSON:
And, then also on the approval for Einfelt, that has to be contingent on us notifying all the people that are participating in the 50/50 program and us receiving their checks back at City Hall before we award the contract for him to begin working.  

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
I have a question.  Do we have a time frame for this to get done?  I just....we discussed this before and we had some issues with this particular contractor not meeting.............   

DAVID TYSON:
He will be given, basically he’ll be given 60 days to get the initial contract done after we award or give him the notice to proceed.  I couldn’t put a time limit on it until I’m able to notify all the property owners that are participating in the program and then we get their money back.  But, at that time, we are able to put a time limit on him to get it done to avoid what we’ve had in the past.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Okay.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Any other questions for Mr. Tyson.  Ah, Mr.........Alderman Osenga.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Is this bid for the entire City?

DAVID TYSON:
Yes, that’s all.....that’s all that participated in there.  There were a few other people that have notified us that they were not part of the bid at the time indistinguishable application.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Far less than what we budgeted for.  Any other questions?  So, I need a motion to approve the recommendation to award the contract.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Osenga.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Second by Alderman Tall to award the contract to Einfelt Construction.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter (Yeah, just one real question.  I know I’ve posed this question to you last time, Dave.  We’re satisfied with Chicago Concrete, right?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s the next one.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:  I’m sorry.  Okay. I’m sorry.  I vote aye.); Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13) 


ABSENT:   Cox (1)

RECOMMENDATION TO AWARD THE CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$57,324.25 TO EINFELDT CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR THE 2011 CURB AND 

SIDEWALK PROGRAM, TEI JOB NO. E10093 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  I’ll move onto the waiver now, Alderman.  Ah, again a waiver to our Ordinance that would allow Chicago Concrete, who’s doing our downtown sidewalk to begin work earlier than what our Ordinance requires.  Do I have a motion to approve the waiver?

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
So moved.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Davidson, seconded by Alderman Baron to approve the waiver for Chicago Concrete.  Any questions?  Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Yeah. Dave you going to explain why 3:00? 

DAVID TYSON:
Yeah, the reason that we’re requesting it is that we want them to start work–and they agreed to do this–at 3:00 in the morning.  That way they can have portions of our walk downtown removed and be ready to pour by 7:00 in the morning.  And if we’re using high early strength concrete it will basically harden by the time businesses open at 10:00.  It won’t be fully set, but it will be hard.   And, what we feel this is going to do is limit our vandalism.  People writing in the concrete, plus it’s going to make it a lot easier on the downtown businesses to be able to operate under normal hours.  At 3:00 in the morning we won’t be fighting traffic or cars on the street to do the  removals and everything else like that.  So, that’s they’ve agreed to this at no extra cost to the contract so we think it’s a good idea.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
So, there’s going to be no problem with their product?  I mean the work is going to be good work?

DAVID TYSON:
They’ll be fully inspected.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
My question, ah, Mayor Epstein, directed to Dave as well, too.  I know when we did the neighborhood sidewalks and stuff, sometimes we even hired people from the community-based organizations to ensure that maybe the kids didn’t walk in the concrete, didn’t put their names in it, etc.  Are you sure that we’re not going to have problems with homeless people and that the contractor’s personnel will ensure that you don’t have those guys?  

DAVID TYSON:
The contractor’s aware that they have to deliver us a finished product that is not marred or deterred in any way.  So, the only thing I can do is answer your question is, they will not get payment for anything they do if the product it not to our satisfaction.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
And, you checked out Chicago Concrete already right?  

DAVID TYSON:
I’ve called every reference that they gave me.  I have not called any in the last few weeks since they were the low bidder and we awarded it to them, but every person I called on it gave them, basically, a favorable recommendation.  And, that goes from forest preserves, park districts up north, down to ISU, down in Normal, Illinois, who used them for quite a bit of work.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  We have a motion and a second to approve.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mayor, I have a question?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Just one question.  Is this downtown project, does it cover the whole downtown?  Is you only doin’ half or.........

DAVID TYSON:
No, it does not.  It includes some of the areas that I’ve gone over with the Downtown Council.  It’s the 100 block of North Schuyler Avenue, the 200 block of South Schuyler Avenue and I think a block on Merchant Street.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay.  

DAVID TYSON:
Something like that.  I don’t have the exact schedule.  I can give it to you though.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
So, basically, the high.........more like the bad areas.

DAVID TYSON:
It’s the areas that when they did a downtown walk that they actually came up with us and submitted to the Mayor’s office and that’s what we made the program out of. 

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Thank you.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Could we let this........not to belabor, ‘cause I said I wasn’t going to be here long tonight.....but, that’s pizza place, ah,

MAYOR EPSTEIN and CLERK DUMAS simultaneously:   Johnny’s.

DAVID TYSON:
Johnny’s.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
What........what happened there?  I mean they came out and painted that thing.  I don’t know if somebody was drunk or what, but they went and painted that sidewalk.  It looks like something out of, ah, Haight Ashbury or something.

DAVID TYSON:
It’s in the program to be removed and replaced.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Thank you.  Thank you.

DAVID TYSON: 
And that was done without permission from the City.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Evidentally.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Just to clarify, ah, Mr. Yohnka and KDC, I asked them to walk the downtown area and provide us with a punch list of issues that needed to be taken care of.  That’s where we, ah, had the sidewalks were identified that were in the worst condition and as part of a program we decided to, again, put some of our money into the downtown area to improve the worst sidewalks first.  Ah, we have a motion and a second to approve the waiver.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13)  


ABSENT:   Cox (1)

MOTION APPROVING A WAIVER FOR CHICAGO CONCRETE TO BEGIN 

WORK AT 3:00 A.M.  FOR DOWNTOWN SIDEWALKS

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.   The next item on the agenda, at last Council meeting I told you that I would bring this to you.  The Intergovernmental Agreement between the City and KRMA was passed at the last meeting, ah, providing us the opportunity to provide a low-interest loan–a line of credit, excuse me–to KRMA until insurance proceeds could be distributed.  This is the Ordinance that will authorize the execution of that line of credit.  Do I have a motion to Suspend?

ALDERMAN BARON: 
I would move that we authorize Mayor and City Clerk to, ah, authorize.........to sign the authorization, the execution of that line of credit.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Second, your honor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Hunter.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson (12) 


ABSTAIN:   Stokes (1) 


ABSENT:   Cox (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  A motion to place this Ordinance on its Final Passage and Pass.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
I so move.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Hunter to place this Ordinance on its Final Passage.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson (12)  


ABSTAIN:   Stokes (1)


ABSENT:   Cox (1)

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A LINE OF CREDIT 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AND 

CITY OF KANKAKEE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Ah, the next item is an appointment.  As you can see by the memo, under Title II of the American with Disabilities Act, all municipalities with 50 or more employees are required to have an ADA Coordinator.  There are other issues that need to be complied with as far as our website.  That has already been taken care of, so I am asking for a motion to approve the appointment of Mr. Gordon to be the ADA Coordinator for the City of Kankakee along with his other responsibilities.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Question.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Let me get a second.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the appointment.  Questions.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Ah, Mayor, to my knowledge, this Act been around since 1991.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
This is a brand-new requirement of the Act.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I called today.  She basically says it’s been around since 1991 and my thing is why.........why hasn’t we been moved on the act?  This is something we shoulda’ act right away on.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We’ve complied with the other requirements of the Act.  Having a coordinator was enacted in January of this year.  The IML sent out information that notified municipalities of the requirement and we are proceeding.  This just came out in the last IML Journal.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Has Mr. Gordon any........could I ask Mr. Gordon a question?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
You can ask me a question.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mayor, does Mr. Gordon know anything about this Act?  Right now or does he have to have any additional training or anything at all?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes, he does.  And, basically, he will be, ah........

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Ensuring compliance with the ADA.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
It’s as simple as that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
It’s in the handbook........the handbook that you just passed has the City’s ADA compliance regulations in it.  This is.........gives Mr. Gordon the authority to act upon those and if there’s a grievance procedure, he would follow that through with the employee.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
It’s never a civil rights legislation or certain indistinguishable to the ADA back when, Chris?  The ADA passed.....

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
It’s part of a lame duck session actually.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Yeah, well, but there was some other stuff–I can’t recall exactly when the ADA was initially passed, but there have been several amendments since then.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
It was officially passed........

ALDERMAN STOKES:
It’s based upon the discrimination type laws.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Section 504 of the Rehab Act–all that other stuff.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I mean to put him into something that he doesn’t want to be a part of.  As long as Mr. Gordon feels as though he can handle this on top of his duties, that’s great.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I wouldn’t have appointed him if I didn’t think he could handle the responsibility.  Ah, I have a motion and a second.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13)  


ABSENT:   Cox (1)

APPOINTMENT OF JAMES GORDON AS CITY OF KANKAKEE 

AMERICANS WITH  DISABILITIES ACT COORDINATOR

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda is a Resolution authorizing the execution of an agreement with Camplin Environmental Services.  Ah, there was an issue with DPW as far as implementing some OSHA requirements and other things that–training and other issues that needed to be taken care of.  This company is going to implement that training and to follow the requirements for us.  The contract, the cost of the service is $1,250.00.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
So moved.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Rich Browne, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the Resolution authorizing the execution of the agreement.  Roll call.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Question.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Is there a set amount of fee?   

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes, it’s $1,250.00.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
$125.00 per hour

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
........and, anything beyond that is $125.00 an hour.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
That’s kind of like what I gathered.  Okay, thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13)  


ABSENT:    Cox (1)

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH 

CAMPLIN ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Because of the.......just a reminder and I know there’s a flyer, some information in your books, because we are expecting really severe heat this week, please a reminder that the cooling centers, the library, the Resource Center, the Metro buses, ah, please check on elderly people in your wards to make sure that there are no issues.  And, please let the appropriate authorities know if there’s some problems.  It’s supposed to be a very hot week and we certainly don’t want any, ah, issues.  Alderman’s Questions and Comments.    

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Mayor, I just want....I’m sorry.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
 Okay, cooling centers.  We have those designated, right?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes, the library, the Resource Center, Metro bus.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The, ah, mall.  Any of the public buildings are available.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Last, ah, I don’t know if it was Budget meeting, I mentioned that, ah, there would be a job fair which was held last Friday.  Ah, Carole and I are members of the Hispanic Partnership of Kankakee County.  They were one of the sponsors for the job fair which was held at the Lisieux Pastoral Center last Friday and I think I mentioned at the Budget Meeting that make sure you encourage your constituents to come there.  City played a part in it inasmuch as they bought donuts for the participants and the, ah, vendors who were there, the different companies and universities that were looking for students as well as looking for employees.  In fact, I was at a venue  before I came here tonight and one of the, ah, personnel or hierarchy of Newport Steel which is up in Bourbonnais, ah, they actually had jobs.  Those primary jobs that Alderman Baron, you often refer to and, ah, they indicated, I think that his daughter was an intern at that venue last week.  I just want to say that at last count I thought, Carole, they had as many as 157 people come to that job fair.  And, it was amazing when you take a look at the number of employers who were actually looking for employees.  I was pleased to see people from all walks of life coming there.  So, hopefully, some of your constituents came to that job fair and I really felt good because I think we played a role in terms of the City, ah, for that particular affair.  So, I just want to say thanks to everybody who sent their constituents to that job fair because there was real jobs and hopefully some of the people who came there will receive a job.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  Alderman Thompson.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Mayor, my question is more for Mr. Tyson.  I was just curious, now that’s where they’re doing construction in the 200 block of Schuyler, right?  

DAVID TYSON:
Yes.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
In front of the old Graham’s Building?  On the other side, over across the street where those brown bricks at on the other side, is that going to be replaced as well?

DAVID TYSON:
200 block of South Schuyler?

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Yeah, on the other side adjacent, but just a little bit down from there where the club has that parking lot right there.  That little bottom half of bricks.  Is that being replaced as well or is that something else?

DAVID TYSON:
Not in the sidewalk program it’s not going to be replaced no.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Okay.  Just handicapped only?  Yeah, the curbs on that side.

DAVID TYSON:
We’re just doing the sidewalks at this time on the west side of the street in the 200 block.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Okay.  I was just curious.  I just happened to pass by that earlier and I was.......

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
You weren’t coming out of No Dogs where you?

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Yes.  I’m goin’ to pray for him tonight.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’ll teach you to ask a question.  Any other questions?  Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, Mayor, when you speak about these cooling places like the library and the mall and those areas.  Is there a after hour; is there a certain time frame?  Even through the night it gets hot, humid.  Is there.........is there a certain time frame?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes, there is because it depends on how........the library’s opened ‘til 9:00.

STEVE BERTRAND:
‘Til 9:00.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
So after that they would be basically removed–out.  Okay.  And, then the other thing is handicapped signs I noticed in our ward, they’ve been puttin’ the signs up.  But, I was kinda’ wondering why wouldn’t they start in the high target areas like Wal-Mart, those areas.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Handicapped.....

ALDERMAN STOKES:
In our neighborhoods is fine.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Handicapped signs?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
The new, ah, cost.  The new fees.  Some of ‘em are showin’ $750.00.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
$750.00 indistinguishable  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay, I understand.  I’m sure they have a process Aldermen for where they start.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
You would think that they would do something in the high target areas.  And, that’s fine.  They are doing our neighborhoods, but we really focus on those high areas where people really have to get in and get their medication and this type of thing.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:   Okay.  Any other questions?  Concerns?  Motion to adjourn?

ALDERMAN BARON: 
So moved.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Rich Browne.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Meeting is adjourned.
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