 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CITY OF KANKAKEE

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

AUGUST 15, 2011     7:00 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Good evening.  I’d like to call the meeting to order.  Tonight I’m asking Alderman Thompson if you would lead us in the prayer, please?

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Father, we thank You right now, God.  We thank You for how good you’ve been to us this day.  We thank You for how you blessed us even as we didn’t even deserve it today, God.  Oh, God, we ask You even with this Council, God, and in its wisdom, God, that You will give us the right decisions to make, that You would move in a mighty way.  And, Lord, we’ll be careful to give your name the honor, the glory and the praise.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
 Thank you.  All Council members, if you will, ah, lead us in the Pledge.

CITY COUNCIL AND ALL:
Pledge of Allegiance.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  We’ll do a group hug later. Roll call.  Aldermen.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:  Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13) 


ABSENT:   Swanson
(1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:   Regnier; Young; Kambic; Bohlen; Power; Simms; Tyson; Cross; Gordon; Bertrand (10)



ABSENT:     Banasiak; Yohnka (2)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Ah, motion to approve the minutes of the August 1, 2011, meeting.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, hearing no objections from my colleagues, I move they be approved as recorded.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Thompson to approve the minutes of the August 1, meeting.  Are there any additions or corrections?  Hearing none, all those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF  AUGUST 1, 2011

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The minutes are approved.  I have no Petitions on the agenda.  Are there any from the Floor?  Moving onto Communications.  Ah, it’s a pleasure tonight to present....... the Fire Department is being honored tonight by Liberty Mutual Insurance Company for the presentation of the Fire Mark Award.  Chief, would you like to come forward?

7:04 P.M.    Bill Yohnka arrives
FIRE CHIEF YOUNG:
Yes.  Two representatives, if they’d come forward.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We have representatives from Liberty Mutual Insurance.

REPRESENTATIVES:
Good evening.

EVERYONE:
Good evening.

KELLY BAILEY:
First of all I want to thank you, Mayor Epstein, for indistinguishable time out here this evening.  We are very pleased and excited to come here this evening, ah, to honor both Kankakee Protection District as well as Captain Michael Cassagrande.

FIRE CHIEF YOUNG:
That’s Kankakee Fire Department.

KELLY BAILEY:
I apologize.  But, we’re very pleased to honor them at Liberty Mutual as part of our award for community service and public education.  Ah, Liberty started this award about 20 years ago.  It was a local award program to honor those indistinguishable valor as well as public education to communities for firefighters who went above and beyond the call of duty although in their words there is no above and beyond duty.  Ah, Kankakee has run outstanding community education programs in the community.  Just a few notes, because I could not remember them all.  Ah, between 2008 and 2009, fire related calls because of  these programs were reduced by 621.  In 2010, the department brought fire education to almost 25,000 citizens.  Ah, which is amazing when you consider the resources and the time that it takes to do that.  Some of the programs that were, ah, brought, High Rise Safety Summit, Fire Safety Disaster Obstacle Courses, Disaster Planning for Day Cares, the Boy Scouts of America Emergency Preparedness, Citizen Fire Academy Expo and Fire Inspectors’ Educational Training.  The commitment to education in the community and it not only sends to the community, but it sends beyond.  They have taken time to provide free fire props to other communities, helping taking education to those communities and those citizens as well.  As well as been instrumental in updating fire protection facilities for two key agencies in the area, one of them being an agency that provided, ah, shelter to women and children which is much needed.  Liberty Mutual began this award some years ago like I said and the Firemark indistinguishable  actually, ah, the history of it.  Fire Marks, usually affixed to a house or storefront, out of reach of vandals,  were used as guides by the fire brigades of the 18th century.  They stood as a guarantee that the insurance company involved would reward handsomely the brigade extinguishing the blaze.  It also discouraged malicious arson by showing that the owner himself would not suffer greatly in case of fire.  Liberty Mutual has endeavored to recreate an actual fire mark and present it in an original setting–in this case, on barn board.  One of the unique things is as long as there’s a local submission, indistinguishable qualifying the departments who are national recognition that we choose every year and if they are chosen, would be eligible for a $10,000.00 grant that would go back to their department.  So, we’re indistinguishable   We’re local. But we do just want to thank you for your commitment, your service and indistinguishable
FIRE CHIEF YOUNG:
Mayor, I’d like indistinguishable present this award, but we wouldn’t be able to do it without firefighters you see in this room and without the support of the Council and administration.  But, most importantly, it couldn’t be done without a few key people who I’d like those people to come forward.  Namely, our.....who runs our bureau is Capt. Mike Cassagrande.  Also, Firefighters Don Fordahl and Guy Maisonneuve as well as our Administrative Assistant, Gina Wood.  Thank you.  So without these individuals and firefighters behind us to present those programs, these individuals who develop them and organize them and to coordinate their efforts, ah, we wouldn’t be able to be here today with this award.  So, thank you very much for this presentation indistinguishable  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I would like to thank Liberty Mutual for honoring our Fire Department.  I think they publicly express what we know–that our Fire Department is second to none.  The last several, several years, they have truly embraced community outreach and education and I think that’s really one of the most important aspects that any of our departments can do.  Again, thank you, Chief, and all of the Fire Department for your efforts on behalf of the residents of the City of Kankakee.  So, thank you very much.   Moving onto the agenda, items B, C and D are information only.  Item E is a request from the Hispanic Partnership for an educational gift for their Hispanic, ah, Festival.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Yes, you do Mayor Epstein.  Based upon your recommendation, I move that we allocate $200.00 to the Kankakee County Hispanic Partnership.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Seconded by Alderman Jones to donate $200.00 to the Hispanic Partnership.  Roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  


ABSENT:  Swanson (1)

KANKAKEE COUNTY HISPANIC PARTNERSHIP, INC., IS REQUESTING  

SPONSORSHIP OF  $200.00, FOR THE 7TH ANNUAL 

HISPANIC-LATINO HERITAGE MONTH EDUCATIONAL GIFT AWARDS 

AND RECEPTION TO BE HELD ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2011

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Items F, G, H and I can be combined into one.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Move to approve Mayor Epstein.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Second it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Jones to approve items F, G, H and I.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign

KANKAKEE PLOWMEN SEMI-PRO FOOTBALL LEAGUE IS REQUESTING 

PERMISSION TO HOST A TAG DAY ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 20, 2011

KANKAKEE COUNTY HUMANE FOUNDATION IS REQUESTING STREET 

BLOCKAGE OF THE FOLLOWING ROUTE FOR THEIR THIRD ANNUAL 

FURRY SCURRY WALK: WALKING TO SAVE LIVES ON SATURDAY, 

OCTOBER 9, 2011, FROM 1:00 P.M. UNTIL 2:00 P.M.: SOUTH ON SOUTH 

EIGHTH AVENUE; WEST ON WEST CHARLES STREET; SOUTH ON SOUTH 

TENTH AVENUE; WEST ON SCHOOL STREET, SOUTH ON SOUTH ELEVENTH 

AVENUE; WEST ON WEST HAWKINS STREET; NORTH ON SOUTH CURTIS 

AVENUE; THEN EAST ON CALISTA STREET

RIVERVIEW HISTORIC DISTRICT IS REQUESTING STREET BLOCKAGE OF 

THE 900 BLOCK OF SOUTH GREENWOOD AVENUE BETWEEN PARK PLACE 

AND EMORY STREET ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2011, FROM 2:00 P.M. 

UNTIL 7:00 P.M. FOR A BLOCK PARTY

TERRENCE LINDSEY IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT AND STREET 

BLOCKAGE OF THE 200 BLOCK OF SOUTH ALBERT BOULEVARD ON 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2011, FROM 11:00 A.M. UNTIL 7:00 P.M. 

FOR A NEIGHBORHOOD BLOCK PARTY

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
  The items are approved.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, with the Council’s indulgence, I’d like to add to the agenda a presen.......brief presentation......that benefits all of our students throughout School District 111.  Mike Smith, the Kankakee Federation of Labor Chair–Community Services Chair–will you please come forward for a brief presentation on what we, as Aldermen, can do and Department Heads and City employees to help our students throughout the District.  Mr. Smith, will you please come forward?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Turn it on.  Make sure it’s on.

MIKE SMITH:
How brief is brief, Alderman?  I’ve seen your brief.  Ah, would you do me the honor of passing these out to the Aldermen?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Larry O, do you want to do this over there?

MIKE SMITH:
We, ah, we have a small charity at Kankakee Federation of Labor called KFL Community Services and, ah, one of the programs that we do for District 111 is at the beginning of school, we give school supplies for the organizations indistinguishable   All these are from donations from union members, friends of labor.  So, what I’ve done, I’ve put a little flyer there to tell you a little bit about what we’ve done and what we’re asking for here is to be able to do voluntary checkoffs.  I’ve got checkoffs slips that are similar to probably what work you do, union dues, that type of thing.  Ah, we’ve been giving hats and gloves for a program we call Glove Me Tender.  We’ve got hooked up with a young lady up in Chicago who’s helped us get hats and gloves at her cost which is very generous.  But, we’ve had a need from the teachers telling us that times are tough and that kids are coming to school without underwear, belts, socks, so we’re going to try to expand that a little bit this year.  So, ah, we’re not greedy, we’re just needy.  We’re asking folks for a buck a week.  That’s less than a Snickers candy bar and a can of coke nowadays.  But, if we can do that and we thought we would start at the top, talk to Alderman Hunter who sits on our board and ask those who are at the top to be the leaders.  I, personally, donate, ah, $10.00 a week to the charity.  Terry...........Terry Taylor, who works for me and Alderman Hunter, you know, he couldn’t turn me down.  He gives 10 bucks a week as well.  Easy math.  That’s 500 bucks a year.  But, a buck a week is $50.00 and would go a long way toward helping the needy children of District 111.  So, I’m gonna’ leave these also if your Aldermen need to put the arm on you later, but I appreciate any help and any consideration you would give us to allow the employees and the Department Heads to do voluntary checkoff.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Let me just mention real briefly that all of you guys benefit as far as the students from your respective areas.  From the west side to the east side, north side to south side, the schools have been provided with, ah, those items that, ah, Mike spoke to.  Ah, and, it’s.....it’s really, received well by the principals and the teachers and the teachers identify a lot of the poor, indigent kids and as he indicated, we found out last year that........that, ah, some of the kids are coming to school with no socks and underwear.  Ah, so, we’re going to try to expand it a little bit this year and, ah, and I think Mayor, of course, knows that inasmuch as she worked for the district for any number of years and I’m sure she knows how some.....how some of these kids are so indigent they can’t afford some of those items.  So, we really appreciate, guys, if you would sign up.  It comes directly out of your check.  I do it myself, ah, for the charity.  It won’t hurt you at all.  It’s a write off for you plus it will benefit all the kids and most of the kids in School District 111.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Mr. Smith, I’m sure you would take just individual checks also instead of payroll deductions?

MIKE SMITH:   
Oh, yes.  We would be glad to take individual checks as well.  KFL Community Services, Inc., P.O. Box 377, Kankakee 60901.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
You can pass those out to them.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.

MIKE SMITH:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  Moving onto Standing Committees.  Economic Development.  Alderman Linneman.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 
Ah, Mr’s Cross and Yohnka are trying very hard to keep us up to speed of things that are important going on in the City of Kankakee as far as economic development and, ah, we’re trying to pay attention and, ah, we can’t keep track of everything, but, ah, other than that, the info is in the packet.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Ah, Public Safety, Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
You have that information in front of you.  Ah, we had a really interesting meeting.  It was held at the Perry Farm.  Lot of activity going on and, ah, I’m not sure if The Journal really did justice by discussing and describing the program.  It was phenomenal.  Ah, I think that the best way to go with combining forces with, ah, Kankakee, Bradley and Bourbonnias in terms of what they did.  Guys, those of you who came out, we really appreciate you being there.  But, it was really phenomenal.  It made you really proud to be, ah, Kankakee County citizen.  Especially the way the program came off and the music, entertainment, ah, and things they provided to the, ah, kids out there.  So, maybe that’s something, ah, for the future they’ll continue to do.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Ah, License and Franchise.  Alderman Carl Brown.  

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
The information is in the packets, however, I would like to put you on notice that next month Allied Waste will be at License and Franchise Committee, so those interested in attending will be there.  I think that we have good meetings, so I advise you to come to the meetings.  We’d like to hear your input.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  Budget Committee.  Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Not that our committee doesn’t have highlights, but we actually did have a highlight this time, ah, to welcome the new Assistant Comptroller, Maureen Kambic.  Applause   So, welcome.

MAUREEN KAMBIC:   
Thank you.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
The rest of the meeting was taken up with dealing with the regular monthly reports the most significant of which is the sales tax revenue for the month was down 15% from the prior year, but then apparently there was one of the major retailers didn’t file on time before August so we missed out on that.  So, it was down, but not down catastrophically so I guess it’s a good way to look at the economy.  And, ah, the second things is, State of Illinois, ah, there, the amount that they owe is down to $632,000.  They’ve paid through April.  That’s all.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  Moving onto the Report of Officers.  I will entertain a motion to approve the bills.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
I move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $673,514.18.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to pay the bills.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.  

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes (*Ah, Mayor, ah, I would like to abstain from all the Fire Department account payables that’s listed.  I have picked out the ones that does apply.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay, you’ll need to provide us with that list, Alderman.

ALDERMAN STOKES:    Okay.  I’d be happy to do so.   Ah.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I think you need to read off the numbers.

ALDERMAN STOKES:    Okay.  Number one is........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Just the check numbers are fine.

ALDERMAN STOKES:   Yes, ma’am.  Check number 61954, 61955, 61962, 61963, 61965, 61973, 61982, 61983, 61984, 61986, 61988, 61993, over, 62000, 62001, 62006, 62009, 62017, 62023, 62024, 62031, 62032.  And, Mayor, just one other thing I’d like to add.  To my understanding, the Fire Department bills.......all the bills that are in this distribution journal, they provide and all the numbers to my understanding–I’m just going to make sure I get.............all the numbers that pertains to the Fire Department is listed in here and, ah, the numbers are 41, 42, 44, 45 and 46.  Those are the corresponding numbers that tie into the Fire Department.  And, those are the numbers here what reflects back to here.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:   I understand.


ALDERMAN STOKES:   I just want to make sure that we got that clear and I did get that information from, ah.................

MAYOR EPSTEIN:   Although there are bills that are not tied to the Department’s budget that are still reflective of issues or payments that include the Fire Department.

ALDERMAN STOKES:    Well, ah, to my understanding today, Mayor, those..... that’s the way the Fire........that’s the way this distribution journal is set up.  That’s my understanding.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:  Alderman, as I said to you in the past, this is your conflict and you have now provided us with the bills that you would like to abstain from and so, I think we will take your vote noting your abstentions.  Okay?

ALDERMAN STOKES:   Okay, also, any other bills that’s in here that pertains to the Fire Department.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:   No, you can’t do that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:   No, you can’t do that.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:    You have to identify them.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:   You have to identify them.  But, you have.  So, we will just have to do that, ah, for right now.

ALDERMAN STOKES:   Okay.  And, thank you.


ATTORNEY BOHLEN:   Did he vote aye?


MAYOR EPSTEIN:   Have you voted yet, Alderman?

ALDERMAN STOKES:    Yes.  Well, I don’t think I have.  I’d just like to abstain from all Fire Department bills.........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That you’ve identified.

ALDERMAN STOKES:    That I identified and non-t identifiable that may be tied into something else.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:   No, you can’t........you can’t do that Alderman.  You have to abstain from the bills that you’ve identified and then you have to vote yes or abstain from all the rest.

ALDERMAN STOKES:   Yes, ma’am.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:   No, you have to tell me which one do you want to do?  Are you going to abstain from the ones that you’ve identified and vote yes for the others?

ALDERMAN STOKES:   Yes, ma’am.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.

ALDERMAN HUNTER: Point of order.  Ah, Counselor, ah, would he have a conflict presently based upon his status?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:   Potentially because he is..........

ALDERMAN HUNTER:   Without going too much into detail........

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:   Pending arbitration.  It’s pending arbitration.  Arbitration would reinstate back to the day of termination.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:   Okay.

ALDERMAN STOKES:   I’m sorry Mr. Bohlen.  Can you rephrase that, please?  ‘Cause I need a clear understanding of what you just said.  

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:   Pending arbitration, if the arbitration is successful, if the grievance is sustained, the reinstatement would go back to the date of termination.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:    Okay.

ALDERMAN STOKES:   But, as it is now, I’m still tied into this Fire Department-type situation?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:   As far as I know, yes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:    Okay.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay, continue please.**); Jones; Davidson; Cox (13 with the exception of italicized verbiage  between * and **)


ABSENT:   Swanson (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $673,514.18

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Any questions?  Moving onto Unfinished Business.  Mr. Cross, would you like to explain because I’ve had several questions as to why this is on the agenda?

CLIFF CROSS:
I’d be happy to.  If you recall this was a case that appeared before you last month.  This was a recommendation from the Planning Board on a request from Ms. Redmond to rezone the property at 230-232 S. Frazier from R-1 Single-Family Residential to R-2 Two-Family Residential.   The request is based upon the use of the property which back in  2002 was determined to be converted to a two-unit that was not in compliance with the underlying R-1 zoning district.  Therefore, back in 2002, the Council at that time granted a waiver which in a sense was a five-year agreement with Ms. Redmond which would allow her to continue the two-unit even though it was not legally established, would allow her to continue the two-unit for five years if she did not seek a rezoning or get it rezoned within that five-year time frame or if she did not deconvert it back to a single-family residence, then that agreement was null and void.  Back in 2008, that agreement expired.  Mr. Power had started proceedings to address the issue and force the court ordered conversion of the unit back to a single-family residence.  At that time, Ms. Redmond came in and applied for the rezoning to rezone it to an R-2 zoning class, came before the Planning Board a couple months ago.  Long story short, they made a recommendation to deny the rezoning request which was in the original findings of fact which you had approved.  A condition of that request, recommendation of the Planning Board, was to go ahead and issue another agreement that mirrored the original agreement which will allow for Ms. Redmond to continue to live in the dwelling and use it as a two-unit until she vacates the premises.  Therefore, Mr. Power drafted up the agreement.  He has sent it over to her attorney for review.  Ah, what we are asking is that you go ahead and follow up your original approval of the, ah, original Planning Board findings..........follow through with the approval of this agreement.  And, all the agreement says is she continues to use it as a two-unit ‘til she ceases occupancy.  Once that.....once she ceases occupancy, then it has to go back to a single-family.  In addition, my understanding is because it’s in court proceedings, once this agreement is completed, Mr. Power is going to record it with the property so no future buyer can come in and say, well I thought it was a two-unit.  It’s clearly part of the public record that it must be converted back upon changing ownership.  And, I think if anybody has any questions, Mr. Power can address them.  That’s where we are.  We’re asking for your approval of the agreement.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
How old is she..........the petitioner?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Very elderly.  Very elderly.

ATTORNEY POWER:
She’s not in very good health, either.

CLIFF CROSS:
One of the chief  reasons is because the unit that she stays........she actually lives in garage in the back.  And, rents out the front.  She had converted the garage–and bear in mind, she never converted it.  Through no fault of her own. She bought it in good faith.  But, she is handicapped and one option we talked about was CDA could get her an access ramp.  But, in reality, it only gets her in the house, it doesn’t help her in the house.  So, in all reality, this does save money to the City’s CDA Department  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
So, it allows her to stay there until her situation changes.  

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Does this also count if she was willed into something?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
No.

CLIFF CROSS:
No.  Once she ceases.........regardless of whether she sells it, when she leaves the premises and no longer owns it or occupies it, it’s done.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I need a motion to approve.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 
I would so move.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Linneman, seconded by Alderman Osenga to approve this application and request.  Are there any questions?  Roll call, please. 

 CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13) 


ABSENT:   Swanson (1)

PB11-02: AN APPLICATION BY PHYLLIS REDMAN REQUESTING TO REZONE 

THE PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS 230-232 SOUTH FRASER FROM R-1 

SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL TO R-2 TWO-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL TO ACCOMMODATE TWO LEGAL CONFORMING DWELLING UNITS 
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Moving onto New Business, we have the rescinsion of two Handicapped Parking Ordinances and the establishment of a Handicapped Parking Ordinance.  I think we could probably combine them and Suspend the Rules.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Motion to Suspend.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Carl Brown to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinances.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  


ABSENT:  Swanson (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Motion to place these Ordinances on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Brown to place these Ordinances on Final Passage and Pass.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  


ABSENT:  Swanson (1)

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 RESCINDING 

HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 238 SOUTH GORDON AVENUE

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 RESCINDING

HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 576 NORTH TENTH AVENUE

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ESTABLISHING 

HANDICAPPED PARKING SIGN(S) AT 482 NORTH WASHINGTON AVENUE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda is an Ordinance declaring certain properties surplus from the City of Kankakee and the Kankakee Fire Department.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Move to Suspend the Rules, Mayor Epstein.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Osenga to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Osenga; Linneman;  Jones; Davidson; Cox (12)


ABSTAIN:   Stokes (1)  


ABSENT:   Swanson (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Osenga to place the Ordinance on Final Passage and Pass.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (12)  


ABSTAIN:   Stokes (1)


ABSENT:   Swanson (1)

ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS OF THE CITY 

OF KANKAKEE – KANKAKEE FIRE DEPARTMENT – AND AUTHORIZING 

THE SALE THEREOF

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Alderman Baron, I believe you had something from the Floor.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Yes, I received a request just recently from a citizen requesting a Deaf Child sign at 905 S. Elm. The resident there has a four-year-old child and we would request that the Law Department draft the appropriate Ordinance, ah, placing the Deaf Child sign in front of the house and also in the alley, there was a specific request for that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman, ah, the Clerk tells me that that does not require Council approval.  We have the address.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
As long as we’re three quarters of the way through, could I make that into a Resolution?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
You don’t want to waste your, ah, you don’t even have to do that.  We’ll just take care of it.  

ALDERMAN BARON: 
All right.  Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
905 S. Elm.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
905 S. Elm.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alley and street.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Alley and street.  Thank you.

CLERK DUMAS: 
You’re welcome.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  Moving on.  I have no Motions or Resolutions.  Any comments, questions from the Aldermen?  Alderman Davidson.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
I do have a comment.  Mr. Duane Tucker came up here.  He wanted to address the Council.  This Saturday will be the grand opening for Old Fair Park so he would like to extend an invitation to everyone to come out and take part in this wonderful occasion.  It’ll be the first time since the 60's that we’ve actually had a sports team participate in the north side of the City of Kankakee.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
What time Alderman?

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
Actually, the festivities start at 10:30 A.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  Thank you.  I know I will be there.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Any other comments?  Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Ah, yes.  First of all, Mayor, I want to thank you.  I want to thank the administration, I want to thank the Utility Committee and services for all of the support and your condolences for the loss of my brother.  I can tell you that they were welcome and I really do appreciate it.  You didn’t know him, but he really was a good guy.  He was the only good Brown we had.   So I’m gonna’ tell you that right now.  So, we all adapting,  getting used to life without him, but the fact of the matter is, he’s the one that kept us straight.  So, again, thank you for your card.  Thank you for your prayers and thank you for the flowers and thank you for the basket.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman, you know you have our sympathies.  I said to you earlier tonight, it seems like this is happening more frequently and it’s a tragedy, but again our condolences to your family.  Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Just briefly, ah, my apologies to Madam Dumas.  At the last Council meeting reference the various people who attended Summerfest and she never fails us.  She always comes and spreads joy and gives a big smile and a few words to all the people who attend.  Again, excuse me, ah, Anjanita, we appreciate your presence there.

CLERK DUMAS: 
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Any other comments?

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
One more, ah, I’m sorry.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Davidson.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
I have one more item.  I don’t know how I forgot about this one.  This Monday, the 22nd, the day before school starts, we’ll be having our 5th Annual Free Back to School Haircut Program.  Ah, it’s a wonderful event.  So, anyone who wants to come out and participate and get a haircut, come on out.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Time and place?

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
The time.  I’m sorry.  It’s from 9:00 A.M. ‘til 4:00 P.M. at the, ah, Resource Center.  They’ll also be doing.........free physicals will be offered for boys and girls at the, ah, New Life Pentecostal Clinic over on Schuyler Avenue.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Perfect.  Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, ma’am.  Ah, Mayor, I just want to thank Randy Collins and Bert Dear for their professional indistinguishable     I really think they puttin’ out and really good manner and in a really good way.  It benefits the 2nd Ward.  And, ah, I just want to let them know that.  I see the work they doin’.  I realize there’ some things over there that need a little more attention than others, but for the most part, you’re doin’ a really good job.  Especially with that storm drain, keepin’ ‘em up and on street sweepin’.  Also, ah, if possible, I’d like........I know we provide a lot of services for the City.  If possible, I’d like to know if I can get all the services that we provide for our citizens.  For example, I’d like to know who cuts trees, which I know, I’m just throwin’ this out as an example.  If a tree is covering a street light, I’d like to know who.......who cuts that.  I’d like to be able to have a list where I can.........I know Nancy, you deal with it if the light is out, but all of that helps.  And I find out that as time go on, I’ll eventually learn, but if I ask every department if they can provide to us, each Alderman or myself, what they do, that way I won’t have to call them.  I don’t want to make unnecessary phone calls, that’s my point.  I don’t want to bother Nancy to find out somethin’ that’s on this list.  I think it’d cut down on a lot of that.  And, ah, last but not least, other than that, ah, I just want to thank the Council for, ah, all that they have done up to this point as a new person sittin’ here.  So, I thank you guys.  And, that’s all, really.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Ah, at our Utility Board meeting.........oh, Alderman Thompson.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Mayor, I also wanted to thank Alderman Davidson, too, with the free haircuts.  I had several people tell me they think it’s a wonderful thing for their finances is really, really extremely low and they told me said tell Alderman Davidson some time include the girls.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That would be a whole other situation.  We’d have to do nails, we’d have to do everything.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
 indistinguishable  because of that very issue and I’ve actually, you know, talked to some of the beauticians in an attempt to see what we can possibly do to accommodate some of the girls.  It’s just very, very difficult to do that.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Ah, those of you who attended the Utility Board meeting, we had a report, a six-month report from Allied on our recycling.  And, I think Mr. Simms passed out to the Aldermen who could not attend the Utility Board meeting, the information, but Mr. Simms, would you like to just briefly review that?

RICHARD SIMMS: 
Yeah, there’s some interesting numbers here you might understand the magnitude of solid waste operations.  First of all, the total amount of material the first six months of the contract was 8 ½ million pounds.  That’s a very large number.  Of that, over 2 million pounds was recycled.  And, so, what he’s reporting to us is that we have a recycle rate of essentially 25%.  And, 25% is the national USEPA and IEPA standard is what every community would like to see accomplish.  And, prior to the new program where we made it easier by providing the new containers and single stream, we........well, we didn’t have  good numbers in the past, we believed the recycling level before in the range of 10-12%.  So, we’ve doubled the rate of recycling so I think all the citizens should be pleased to hear that and, ah, that means you have 2 million pounds of material that doesn’t have to go to the landfill.  It doesn’t have to be incinerated and it be actually reused to a friendly purpose.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Ah, I don’t have a need for an Executive Session.  Ah, do I.....ah, Alderman Hunter is requesting an Executive Session so I’ll have a motion to go into Executive.....

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
To discuss those items enumerated.  It shouldn’t take very long.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Could you enumerate what it is?  Is this Personnel?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Yeah, it’s Personnel, Pending Litigation, you have the minutes, too, Chris?  And, the minutes?

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay, motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Tall to adjourn to Executive Session.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
And, I would ask that, ah, Alderman Stokes recuse, or excuse,  himself from the Council Chambers.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We are excused.......we are adjourned to Executive Session.
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7:42 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I’ll entertain a motion to adjourn.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
I move.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Thompson that we adjourn.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING
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