 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CITY OF KANKAKEE

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 19, 2011     7:00 P.M.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Good evening.  I’d like to call this meeting to order.  Rev. Rucker is not here from Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church so I would like to ask Mr. Billy Kaufman from Youth For Christ if he would like to come forward and lead us in prayer.  His children will be here to lead us in the Pledge.  Thank you.

BILLY KAUFMAN:
Let us pray.  Heavenly Father, we thank You, Lord, for who You are and we acknowledge You as a sovereign God over all and our creator and our sustainer and we thank You for the way that You, daily, extend Your hand to us and You daily extend Your love to us.  Father, thank You for the leaders that are represented in this building tonight and I would pray, Lord, for divine wisdom for them and understanding as they bleed here in the City of Kankakee and I pray for Your blessing Lord, in every way on this meeting tonight.  Lord, we honor You and we give Your praise for who You are.  In the name of Jesus we pray.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you very much.  And, now, if the members of the Youth For Christ would come forward and lead us in the Pledge.

BILLY KAUFMAN:
I’m excited as these guys come forward.  Some of our young leaders here in Kankakee, these are all Kankakee High School students.  I’ll just introduce these guys really quick to you.  This is Justin Banks, Martha Burse, this is Melody Corbett, this is Kerri Bynum and Lexie Williams and Rayvon Mallett.

RAY MALLETT:
I’m Ray.

BILLY KAUFMAN:
And, we are........we represent the Youth for Christ, City Life Center located on East Court Street right by McDonalds.  We’ve been........Youth for Christ has been active reaching out to kids here in Kankakee for about 20 years.  And, we’ve had the City Life Center now for about eight years and the last school year, with the help of about 40 volunteers, we saw 500 different kids in the City Life Center.  And, so we’re thankful for that facility and for the opportunity to minister to kids.  And, I’ve left a business card.  If any of you are interested in more of what we’re doing at the City Life Center, I’d love to share more with you.  So, why don’t we say the Pledge?

YOUTH FOR CHRIST MEMBERS

JUSTIN BANKS, MARTHA BURSE, MELODY 

CORBETT, KERRI BYNUM, LEXIE WILLIAMS, 

RAYVON MALLETT, BILLY KAUFMAN AND ALL:
Pledge of Allegiance

CLERK DUMAS: 
Thank you, Chief.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you very much.  Mr. Provost is interviewing one of the students.  Roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:  Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Department Heads, please.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:   Regnier; Young; Spice; Bohlen; Power; Simms; Tyson; Cross; Gordon; Bertrand; Yohnka (11) 


ABSENT:   Banasiak (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  I need a motion from the Council to amend the agenda.  Under New Business, we will have an Executive Session tonight and at the conclusion of the Executive Session we need authority to execute an agreement.......a legal agreement.......with attorneys for pending litigation.  Do I have a motion to place that item on the agenda?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move.  

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Faford.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.  

MOTION TO AMEND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA TO INCLUDE AUTHORITY 

TO EXECUTE A LEGAL AGREEMENT FOR PENDING LITIGATION

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
So, the agenda is amended.  Thank you.  Minutes.  Do I have a motion to approve the minutes of the September 6, 2011, meeting?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Jones to approve the minutes.  Are there any additions or corrections?  Hearing none, all those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2011

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The minutes are approved.  Are there any Petitions from the Floor?  Moving onto Communications, the first items, A and B, are requests for a parade and a tag day.  I think we handle those two together.  Ah, motion to approve?

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Davidson.

ALDERMAN COX:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Seconded by Alderman Cox to approve items A and B under Communications.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

KANKAKEE COLTS FOOTBALL IS REQUESTING PERMISSION TO HOST A 

PARADE ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2011, BEGINNING AT 10:45 A.M.

KANKAKEE KIWANIS CLUB IS REQUESTING PERMISSION TO HOST A TAG 

DAY ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2011

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
They are approved.  The next item is a.........we have a request for an ad.  The NAACP is holding their annual Freedom Banquet on October 29, so we would like to place an ad as well as buy eight tickets to the banquet.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Jones to approve the request.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

RECOMMENDATION TO PURCHASE A HALF-PAGE ADVERTISEMENT SPACE 

AT SIXTY DOLLARS AND A TABLE OF EIGHT TICKETS AT FIFTY DOLLARS EACH, FOR THE KANKAKEE COUNTY BRANCH OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE (NAACP) ANNUAL FREEDOM FUND BANQUET, “AFFIRMING AMERICA’S PROMISE,” ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2011

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The motion carries.  In addition, included in your book tonight was a request from the Kankakee High School Booster Club.  It should have been in the front part of the agenda–for a donation for a banner (sign) that would be prominently displayed at all of their games.  I would like a motion to approve that request.

ALDERMAN TALL:
I so move.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Osenga to approve the request from the Kankakee High School Booster Club.  Roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

REQUEST FROM THE KANKAKEE HIGH SCHOOL BOOSTER CLUB/PTA TO

PURCHASE A 4' x 8" SIGN TO BE DISPLAYED AT SPORTS EVENTS

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  Standing Committees.  Economic Development.  Alderman Linneman.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 
Ah, we met....we were educated about, ah, about using our EDI Grant.  We’re going to possibly change some of that, ah, we’ll see if we can amend it so we can use it to purchase some software from the Buxton Group.   And, Mr. Cross gave us a presentation on the City’s Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy and told us about how that was going to work.  He’s going to bring more to us about that this next........this week on Thursday night.

CLIFFORD CROSS:
I am.  The presentation is actually available online on the City website.  I have your most recent emails and I will forward it to each Alderman for their viewing pleasure.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  Thank you.  Thank you, Alderman.  Ah, Public Safety, Alderman Hunter.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I yield to my Vice-Chair.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Osenga. 

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
We did have one thing as a point of interest.  Ah, the Police Department did quite a bit of overtime– over 600 hours of overtime.  The nice thing about that is 60% of it was reimbursed through assorted grants.  So, we got about $40,000 worth of police work for about $20,000.  So, that’s a pretty good investment I’d say.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I agree.  Thank you.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Ah, License and Franchise.  Alderman Carl Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Yes, got a lot of stuff to cover.  Ah, first of all, we had Craig Blanchette from Aqua present and there’s going to be some work done on Court Street.  And, if you would, I would like for Craig to just speak briefly about that work and then I’ll continue.  Craig, could you just explain what’s going on with that rehab?

CRAIG BLANCHETTE:
Sure.  Thank you, Mayor, Alderman Brown, City Council members.  Starting roughly about a week from now, we’re actually starting now doing some preliminary work, but approximately a week from now, we’re really going to start to do a rehabilitation project of the water main on East Court Street.  Between the interchange and Gordon and this has been a project long time coming.  We’ve been planning for years to replace the water main through there.  Anybody who travels through on Court Street on a regular basis knows that water main breaks in there are.........they’re pretty frequent.  So, we’ve been planning for a long time, but a number of obstacles, with right-of-way and different things like that have kind of held us back from doing it.  Now we’re got an opportunity working with IDOT and the Illinois EPA to actually line this water main from the inside out.  So, it’s new technology, a new process, we’re going to use it on Court Street so that, ah, we can help keep that road, once it’s repaved by IDOT towards the end of October, nice and smooth.  So, you know,  ah, hopefully it’ll be done by the end of October.  That’s our plan.  I’ve included in this notice that’ll go out to the customers.  I’ve already talked to two of them already.  I have included a schedule–time line there of the events to take place.  So, when you drive by you can see exactly where we’re at on the schedule and we will be on the schedule.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
And, that’s a $600,000 project?

CRAIG BLANCHETTE:
It’s a $600,000 investment in Kankakee in the Court Street area, much of the work being done by our local contractor doing the excavation, water main type work.  A lining contractor is coming in from outside the area to that for the lining, but as I understand  there’s only two companies in the United States that are approved by IEPA to actually do the lining.  But, all the excavation, all the asphalt work, all that’s being done by local contractors.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.

CRAIG BLANCHETTE:
Questions?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Thank you.

CRAIG BLANCHETTE:
Alderman Brown, if you could for just one second?  I hate to do this, but I wanted to mention about the open house if I could--if you wouldn’t mind.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yep, I think that’s very appropriate.

CRAIG BLANCHETTE:
I just wanted to let everyone know that, ah, Aqua’s having an open house on Wednesday evening at the Quality Inn in Bradley from 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.  And, we’re hoping that we can get some customers to come out, come visit us.  It’s an opportunity for customers to come and meet the people who work at our plant, treat the water.  Our customer service representatives will be there with computers so they can look up accounts and answer questions customers might have.  We’ll have our environmental folks there with a little booth on the Kankakee River Watershed and how we can help preserve it and conserve and so forth.  So, it ought to be a really nice event so, hopefully, you’ll help me spread the word and get folks to come out and come see us.  Any other questions?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.

CRAIG BLANCHETTE:
All right.  Thank you.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
No.  It should be noted that, ah, Aqua’s doin’ a lot of stuff for its community, community stuff and trying to communicate their interest and their investment into the City of Kankakee and I commend you for doing that.  So, as well as the–I think all of you know in October, we also will be meeting at the plant to do a tour of the plant on Cobb Boulevard and, I invite you that doesn’t come to License and Franchise indistinguishable view the plant and take a tour of the plant.  indistinguishable a good time, so we’d like you to do that.  And, I thank you for that, too.  And, the other part of my report is just that we had Hank Potts here from Allied and, again, he had no concerns.  Ah, he said the waste pickup in Kankakee is going real smoothly and he’s going to start the education phases and I think that’s very important for you to know and I think we need to stay on top of that because garbage pickup the way it is now, it’s not going to be the way it’s been in the past.  And, we really need to start educating our people on the day they need to put out and what they need to put out.  Recycles we are 24.9% which is huge, but the fact of the matter it needs to be higher and I can’t emphasize how important that is to the cost savings that the City can accrue. So with that, thank you Mayor. Kind of long, but I think.........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Nope, very informative.  Thank you, Alderman.  We have no Unfinished Business items on the agenda.  Moving onto New Business, ah, we do have an Ordinance providing for the issuance of........we’re refunding bonds.  Oh, I’m sorry.  Forgot to approve the bills.  Those vendors would not be happy.  Got to pay the bills.  Alderman Faford can’t wait to say his three paragraph.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
I thought you were going to skip me.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Do I have a motion to approve the bills?

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
You do.  I make a motion to approve the Report of Officer, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $261,325.74.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the bills.  Are there any questions?  Hearing none, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  


ABSTAIN:   Stokes (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $261,325.74

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  The bills are approved.  No Unfinished Business.  Moving onto New Business.  We are, ah, refunding some bonds tonight so we do have an Ordinance that I need a motion to Suspend the Rules.  

ALDERMAN BARON: 
I would so move.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Hunter, did you have your hand up.....

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Yeah.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
.....to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Mr. Spice, did you want to speak to this Ordinance?

JAMES SPICE:
Thank you, madam Mayor, ladies and gentlemen, Aldermen and Department Heads I’d like to take this opportunity to.........I’m sorry.......an opportunity presents itself from time to time whereby the City had issued bonds and those bonds become available for refunding to realize a savings in interest costs for the City.  The 2003 A Bonds are the most recent example of that and a copy of the proposed refunding has been distributed this evening.  I’m pleased to introduce Brenda Huston from Speer Financial and Dan Simpson from Bernardi Securities who are the City’s advisors on this matter.  They drove from the city to make a report on this refunding, so I am going to defer to them to, ah, give you the details of the refunding.   Brenda, if you’d like.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Good evening.

BRENDA HUSTON:
Good evening everyone.  It’s really nice to be out here again.  I feel very much at home coming out here.  As you know, the bonds refunded today.  And, we worked again with Bernardi who always very hard for the City.  Ah, the savings, we’re pleased to say, were in excess of $67,000 and that’s after costs and we were pleased with it and I hope you guys are pleased with it too because when we were originally looking at refunding these bonds, we were looking at the $50, maybe higher, $55,000 range.   So, again, I’m very pleased and I hope you guys are pleased, too.  The other thing I would like to comment on before I let Dan do some talking is, ah,  Mr. Simpson, again, had to meet with the rating agency and he is becoming quite expert at dealing with these people.  We had about an hour’s conversation and, ah, Jim did a very nice job in answering their questions and, ah, providing whatever extra information they needed.  So, do you have any questions at this time?

ALDERMAN BARON: 
So, our rating is?

BRENDA HUSTON:
It’s an A.

ALDERMAN BARON:
And, that’s what it’s been before?

BRENDA HUSTON:
That’s what it’s been before.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Lawsuits or no lawsuits?

BRENDA HUSTON:
Ah, lawsuits or no lawsuits.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s why we don’t have you talk to them.

BRENDA HUSTON:
I’ll just make one comment.  The underwriters are, you know, very concerned about anything that has to do with litigation and I had two sections to put in–two small sections–and we received no telephone calls.  There was no one who called later after they saw the preliminary official statement that said, “What’s this all about?  And, how is it going to affect these bonds?”  So, I’m hoping that what was a non-event for us,  I’m hoping is going to be a non-event for you guys.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  We hope so, too.

BRENDA HUSTON:
Dan.

DAN SIMPSON:
Thank you.  I’m Dan Simpson from Bernardi Securities.  I’m actually here in place of Bob Vail.  But, the marketing of the bonds went quite well as Brenda just mentioned.  The savings were up, the City’s credit rating of A also helped with the bond sales.  And, I think, overall, it left you with higher savings numbers than you originally hoped for and, ah, overall I think it was a very successful financing–refinancing-for the City.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Are there any questions?  No, I think we’re very pleased that the savings ended up being even more than we had anticipated.  And, that’s a good thing for our taxpayers ‘cause ultimately they pay the debt service.  So, thank you for coming down tonight.  Ah, I think we’re fine.  Any other questions?  Okay.  We need to, ah........we Suspended the Rules.  Now, we need a motion to put this Ordinance on its final passage.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
I would make that motion.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I’ll second that, your honor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Hunter to place this Ordinance on its Final Passage and Pass.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION 

REFUNDING BONDS, SERIES 2011D, OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE, KANKAKEE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN ESCROW AGREEMENT AND PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY AND COLLECTION OF A DIRECT ANNUAL TAX 

FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF AND INTEREST ON SAID BONDS

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  And, thank you for coming down this evening.  The next item on the agenda is an Ordinance amending Chapter 4, Section 427 of the City Code by adding a Caterer’s Retail Liquor License.  Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
I’ll make that motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Carl Brown, seconded by Alderman Thompson to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter (Was that a second by, ah, the bishop?  Okay, I was just making sure. I vote aye.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Did I not say Alderman Thompson?


ALDERMAN HUNTER: I just wanted......making sure that was the bishop.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:    He has moral authority.); Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  I’ll just give you a very brief background on this........the reason that we’re adding this particular liquor license.  Ah, those people who have licenses that operate restaurants are allowed under the Ordinance to cater outside events using their liquor license 15 times a year.  They have to notify us of that.  They have to pull a special permit, we call it, for $100.  But they can only do that 15 times.  A lot of our restaurants are doing far more catering than that.  So, we decided to add this catering license which, if they purchase the license, they have unlimited times that  they can cater off premises using liquor.  Now they can choose, if they want, to just do it time by time.  If they only do a couple of events a year it wouldn’t really pay for them to take out this license.  But, if they do more than that, and quite frankly, we don’t need to be the watchdogs for how many times they do off-site events.  Then they need to purchase this license.  Also, in addition, you might have establishments that are just caterers, that they don’t have a free-standing restaurant.  And, this would allow them to purchase this license in order to serve liquor at catering events that they do.  So, that’s the reason–the justification–it has become a loophole.  We have a lot of people doing catering that really weren’t coming through the office to get special permits.  We will send out notification to all of our license holders telling them of the new license and their options under the liquor control.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Jones.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Is there a limited number of catering licenses that you will have for the City or just as needed?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Just as needed.  Any other questions?

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Just a comment.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman. 

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Just a comment.  And, ah, some of you might be wondering why this didn’t come to License and Franchise.  And, it’s only because it’s cleanup.  It’s not anything new.  It’s just cleaning the language up and I think that’s very important for you to know that that’s what it’s for, just cleaning up making sure that basically we can get this new detail on there.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
It’s a new license, but the State has a caterer’s liquor license.  We’ve just never had one, but we are starting to see, I think, with the economy, quite frankly, that a lot of restaurants are doing a lot of catering.  And, so, we felt that there was.........we needed to follow the State protocol with our liquor licenses.  Ah, okay, if there’s no other questions, I need a motion to place this Ordinance on its Final Passage.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
I’ll make that motion that we put this Ordinance on its Final Passage.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Motion by Alderman Carl Brown, seconded by Alderman Thompson to place the Ordinance on Final Passage and Pass.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 4, SECTION 4-27 (H) OF THE 

CITY CODE OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE BY ADDING CATERER 

RETAIL LICENSE (LIQUOR LICENSING)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Alderman.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Just for the record, I think that second for the motion was made by Alderman Jones.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Well, I had Alderman Thompson had been seconding the previous one, so I just sort of kept the pattern.  The next items on the agenda, we have two bids that were opened this morning.  I apologize for passing them out tonight, but these were sort of unexpected issues and we wanted to bring them to Council so we could do the work.  One item is the end of Indiana.  If you go past the root beer stand, it was brought to my attention that, ah, that was really a very poor barrier to people going into the river.  And, when I had Mr. Tyson go look at that, of course there’s no simple solutions.  It wasn’t just the guard rail.  It turned out to be a far more in depth project.  Ah, Mr. Tyson, do you want to speak to it?

DAVID TYSON: 
Yes, actually down there, we had a drainage problems, erosion problems.  Part of the guard rail was actually missing and so it is kind of hazardous.  So we want to go down there and fix it.  It’s something that we’ve been aware of.  DPW had looked at it, but it’s over and above what DPW is able to do through Environmental Services so we did go out and take bids on it.  And, we did get three bids to replace the guard rail.  We’re going to  replace the drainage and clean it up as far as the paved swails that are there and clean up the area when we do this.  There’s some broken sidewalk in the area.  While we’re down there, we’re going to fix that at the same time, and dress everything up at the end of the street.  And, if you’ll notice in the bids, there is an alternate bid number one.  The only reason that that is in there is that there’s........without spending $500 of the City’s money to go down there and take borings to find out of we’re going to encounter rock when we’re putting the guard rail in, what we did is..........is we saved the $500 and we just took a bid for an alternate.  We might not have to use this.  We’re hoping we don’t, but if we do have to use it I’d rather have the bid at the time I let the project and lock in a price than go back to the contractor after he’s already got the bid and then ask him for a price ‘cause it would be much higher.  So, the reason it’s as an alternate is that it’s going to be at our discretion whether we need to use it or don’t need to use it.  But, I would like to get approval for both the base bid and the alternate.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  Are there any questions for Mr. Tyson?  Alderman Browne.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Do we have a, ah, a time line for these folks and a deadline for them to complete it?

DAVID TYSON:
The time line, we do not have an exact time line at this time.  I will set one before I actually sign the contract with them.  The reason I don’t have a time line put in there is I don’t know what the delivery time for the guard rail is going to be.  Once, they can come up with a delivery time, and I know I can get the material on the job site, then we will just give them a reasonable amount of time–probably be sometime in the neighborhood of around 25-30 days to finish the project.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Okay.  I just wanted to bring this up because we had, ah, talked about this, Dave and I had talked about this and a few of us other Aldermen.  One of the concerns that I have is that some of these times these guys get these bids and then they find it easy to go and complete other projects and the City seems to be second on their list and they come back and complete them at a later date.  Ah, this particular, ah, construction company, as you know I had an issue with, over a project in the 6th Ward.  So, I just want to make sure before following up on that, not having problems with contractors getting bids, you know, receiving the bid, or, ah, being given the award and then not completing in an orderly amount of time.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
And, I think that Mr. Tyson has spoken to them and, ah, prior to this I think Mr. Tyson told me that there’ve been no such issues since he has spoken to them about timeliness.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Very good.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I’ve just got one thing to say.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Stokes.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mr. Tyson, I thank you very much for pinpointing that problem down there.  It has been there for a while and I thank you for basically just doing what you do.  And at the same time, I also want to thank you for all the other little things that you have done.  But, thank you.  Thank you again for that.  Really.  Thank you, Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
A motion to approve?

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Motion to approve.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Jones  to approve the bid from Einfelt Construction and the alternate bid one.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Second it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Seconded by Alderman Stokes.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

RECOMMENDATION TO AWARD THE BID FOR GUARDRAIL 

REPLACEMENT ON INDIANA AVENUE
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda–actually I reversed them–is an estimate to do repair work on Pierson Parkway.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Another area that has, ah, caused lots of phone calls in the Mayor’s office and I had Mr. Tyson go look at it and, once again, not a simple solution.  So, Mr. Tyson, if you would speak to the issues on Pierson Parkway.

DAVID TYSON:
Okay.  Pierson Parkway, the road is from Maple Street, it runs on over and ties into River Street in that area.  Ah, it’s in very bad condition.  We’ve leaned really hard on  with DPW to patch it.  It’s just gotten to the point to where they can’t keep up with the potholes and the patching is becoming a safety issue with school buses and that driving.  Ah, it’s been on our, basically, horizon  to try to fix probably for the last three years.  Because of funding, we haven’t been able to do it.  This.......this is not going to be a total rebuild, but we are going to mill it off enough to be able to repair the holes.  We’re going to put a fiber fabric down again to stabilize the base and stabilize the road.  Come back in with a two-inch layer of asphalt on top of that. That should.........or that will correct the problem.  It’s not like rebuilding the street, but for the amount of money it’s going to be for half the price and it will last for a long time to do it this way.  So, we’re recommending that this is the way we go, that the price that we got was from our local contractor, from Kankakee Valley Construction Company.  And, they were approximately $30,000–almost $30,000–around $23,000, or $27,000, under our estimate.  So, I feel the price we have is a very good price and we should move ahead with the project.  So, we’re going to do drainage, fibermat, edge milling and overlaying the road.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Questions?

ALDERMAN BROWNE:
Mayor, I move that we approve the proposed Pierson Parkway road improvements.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I have one question.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We’ll do a second and then we’ll ask for questions.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Rich Browne, seconded by Alderman Baron to approve the bid to Kankakee Valley Construction in the amount of $119,522.76.  Questions?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes.  Mr. Tyson, would there be curves on Pierson Parkway or just the street itself?

DAVID TYSON:
It’s just going to be the street itself.  To put curb in there, a total base  repair, it would be almost a $400,000 project which we don’t have the budget for anyway.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Any other questions?

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Thompson.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Mr. Tyson, ah, when Gallagher made their bid, that was a lot higher bid period right?  

DAVID TYSON:
Yes.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Okay.  I was just wondering because I remember difficulties with Gallagher a while back.

DAVID TYSON:
I.....haven’t had a lot of trouble with Gallagher for work they’ve done in here for them to be hired and our local contractor is not that unusual for a single project like this when we’re not doing, you know, an extensive amount of work.  So, that, the bid from KVCC is a good bid.  They just gave us a good price on it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Any other questions?  Okay.  Roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

RECOMMENDATION TO AWARD THE BID FOR 

PIERSON PARKWAY IMPROVEMENTS 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The next item.........is there some clapping?    The next item on the agenda is a Resolution authorizing the execution of an intergovernmental agreement between the Kankakee Housing Authority and the City of Kankakee for supplemental police services. 

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Ah, Chief Regnier, did you want to speak to this?

CHIEF REGNIER:
This is one that’s already in place.  It just needs to be, ah,..... 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:    Renewed.

CHIEF REGNIER:     There’s no changes to what it currently is which I believe is $25,000 to us.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move.

CHIEF REGNIER:  
I don’t think there’s any changes, just renewal.  

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Osenga to approve the Resolution.  Any other questions?  Alderman Carl Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Just one question and I hesitate to ask this, but is that going to put more demand on your manpower?

CHIEF REGNIER:
No.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
It’s not going to have an affect on your manpower?  Your’re already doin’t it already?

CHIEF REGNIER:   
Yes, they reimburse us for the time we spend there.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Okay. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE KANKAKEE COUNTY HOUSING AUTHORITY AND THE CITY OF KANKAKEE FOR THE PROVISION OF SUPPLEMENTAL POLICE SERVICES

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The next item is a Resolution authorizing the execution of an intergovernmental agreement between KAMEG and the City of Kankakee regarding  Administrative Adjudication.  Chief Regnier, did you want to speak to this? 

CHIEF REGNIER:
What this does is mirror our, ah, our Seizure Ordinance that we currently have in place, however, it allows KAMEG to now write their Ordinance and have it adjudicated through our adjudication process and we get a stipend for doing it for them.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Give me a practical example of that Chief?

CHIEF REGNIER:
They arrest someone for driving while suspended or a warrant or a DUI. They seize that, $500 seizure.  Normally they have to have one of our guys come over and write the Ordinance for them.  They will now have their own Ordinance, basically.  Ah, we take a portion of it through the adjudication process.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
And what can we do potentially with that vehicle?

CHIEF REGNIER:
Potentially with that what?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
We can do with that vehicle that the person was driving?

CHIEF REGNIER:
It’s a $500 seizure whether they’re driving suspended or the, the, ah have a warrant for DUI or they possess drugs.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I understand that.   If I’m sellin’ drugs and I get caught by KAMEG,  what can you do with my car?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Alderman, this is two different issues?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
That’s what I’m asking.  They’re two different issues?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
This is..........all this is is the seizure that’s done by KAMEG and the KAMEG, ah, officers, meaning State Police, Sheriff or whoever else is in KAMEG, they can now do the seizure for illegal, ah, driving while revoked, driving while suspended, DUI, the same things we’re seizing for.  Until now, KAMEG could not do that unless they called over a City of Kankakee Police Officer to do it.  This isn’t, if they’re........if it’s involved in the use of drugs, there’s an alternate that they can pursue through the State’s Attorney’s office to actually become the owner of that vehicle.  This does not do that.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Thank you.  I so move.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Osenga to approve the Resolution.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN KANKAKEE AREA METROPOLITAN ENFORCEMENT GROUP (KAMEG) AND THE CITY OF KANKAKEE REGARDING ADMINISTRATIVE ADJUDICATION OF VEHICLE SEIZURES

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Before I do Aldermen comments and questions.  For Department Heads, I’m changing the Department Head meeting next week to Wednesday, the 28th at 9:00 A.M.  Nancy will send out reminders, but as long as almost all of you are here, please mark your calendars.  Ah, Aldermen questions or comments.  We also will need an Executive Session this evening to discuss litigation.   Alderman Tall.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Just a reminder that the Code meeting has been changed to Thursday, September 15, 5:15 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
I wanted.....

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Browne.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
.......to thank you for sending us to the IML.  We learned a lot and there was significant networking that happened and I think the City benefitted. So, thank you.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
And, I think our ears were burning a little bit, ah, Thursday morning.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Friday.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Was it Friday?  

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Friday morning.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
They may have been burning Thursday, but Friday morning.

UNKNOWN:
Well, they were burning Thursday, also.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I went to the Legislative Committee meeting as well, so, that Thursday morning at 9:00, we discussed some of this stuff, too.  In fact, there was an attorney who sat by me at the Legislative Committee meeting Thursday morning at 9:00 and questioned, “What the hell’s goin’ on with Chicago.”  I said, “You can read.  You heard my Mayor.”  He said, “She comported herself professionally.”  So, I guess he kept up with the way you handled yourself.  But, anyway, I just wanted to remind the media and the people in the audience that we were characterized as ‘stealing’ by the CEO of the City of Chicago.  Which fell on deaf ears as far as we’re concerned.  I’m surprised.  I kind of held back a little bit by not standing up and saying, “You lie,” or, “Tell the truth.”  But, ah, yeah, ah, Rahm Emanuel accused us of stealing.  He used that word, what was it, three or four times?

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
More than that.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Actually, it was seven.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Was it seven?  My ears were burning so much I couldn’t.....

ALDERMAN JONES: 
He did say that he wanted to keep this out of court, on the one side but he also asked them to join in the law suit.  I don’t know if he wanted to have coffee or not have coffee.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
And, you had 1,500 people who attended the conference and they heard that, and, ah, to a person, I think, we had so many different mayors and trustees and aldermen who came up to us and said we support you.  That was a.........I really felt good.  Nobody came up to us and said, “What did you guys do.”  I think they were very supportive of us and the comments that you and Corporation Counsel made regarding this matter.  

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
And, Larry O and Alderman Browne and myself did boo him.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Oh, did you?  Thank you.  We don’t usually raise our children to do that, but sometimes...........  Alderman Thompson.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
I also want to thank you and the Council and the City of Kankakee  for sending us to the IML Conference.  It was great.  I had a lot of mayors to tell me, ah, don’t worry about Rahm, you’re gonna’ do good.  Don’t worry about it.  Do your job as Alderman and you’ll do great.  So, and they also commented the same comment Cheryl said......as Alderman Jones said, ah, maybe your Mayor to sit down and have coffee with Rahm to calm him down.  So, thank you.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
It depends on who’s pouring the coffee.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Ah, if there are no other questions or comments?  Oh, I’m sorry.  Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Budget is a week from today at 5:15 rather than last week at 5:15.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Good.  A motion to adjourn to Executive Session.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I just want to add into that conversation about IML Conference.  As a newcomer, it was really enlightening.  I got a opportunity to network.  I really appreciate it.  Nice seeing everyone here there.  And, ah, it’s very interesting to be a part of other communities as well as municipalities to see what they’re doing and kind of compare it.  But, I did get a really enlightening in a lot of ways.  And, the other thing is, we will continue to strive in doing things in our own Ward as well as throughout the City.  But, one of the things that I do want to focus on is the railroad tracks, the weeds on the railroad tracks.  I’d like to see those come down throughout the whole area.  It is getting close to fall and we can do it and I know it can be done.  And, then the other thing is, I discussed it with Mr. Bohlen in terms of, ah, the painting of our curves.  Especially in our highlighted areas.  I want to make mention of that again.  And, ah, if it takes me to grab a can or bucket of paint to do those sidewa...those.......those curves, then that’s what got to be done.  And, ah, other than that I think the Council and, ah, that should do it.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Motion to go into Executive Session.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
So moved.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Thompson.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.

MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We will go into Executive Session.  Thank you.
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8:07 P.M.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay, we’re back in open session.  We’ll need a roll call vote for the letter of engagement.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
The name of the firm it Eimer Stahl Klevorn & Solberg.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
What’s it?  Eimer Stahl.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Actually Eimer Stahl Klevorn & Solberg.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
We’ll call it Eimer Stahl.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay, do we have a motion from the Floor?

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Mayor, I would move that Kankakee hire the law firm from the City of Chicago by the name of Eimer Stahl and that we enter into the engagement agreement that they have tendered to us at the hourly rates and with the scope of services as contained in that.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Browne to enter an agreement.........

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Let’s have a unanimous second.  This is the City and everybody.....

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Do I have a unanimous second?

MANY VOICES:   
Yes.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Don’t we have to do a voice vote?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We’re going to do a roll call vote.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Ah, we have a unanimous second by the rest of the Aldermen and we will do a roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

PRESENT:   Stokes (ALDERMAN HUNTER: What do you mean boy?   Stokes, what did you say?


ALDERMAN STOKES:   Present. (1)

MOTION TO APPROVE LETTER OF ENGAGEMENT WITH EIMER,STAHL,

KLEVORN & SOLBERG  LLP

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries. 

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
That goes over to the prevailing side, doesn’t it?  So, your vote is aye Stokes.  Don’t vote present on somethin’ like this.  This deals with the livelihood of all our citizens and the indistinguishable of the City.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Do I have a motion to adjourn?

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
So moved.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Jones to adjourn.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We are adjourned.
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