 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CITY OF KANKAKEE

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

NOVEMBER 7, 2011    7:00 P.M.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Good evening.  We are having Public Speak Out at the beginning of each Council meeting  We have three people who are signed to speak.  The first person is Mr. Snipes.  If you’d like to come forward with your comments please.

ROBERT E. SNIPES:
I have a soft voice, but to the Mayor, to the City Council and the body at large.  Ah, Garden of Prayer Youth Center is having a........is having a, ah, I guess I’ll call it state of the union for business where they kind of give a report for the business–I mean to the people in Kankakee as to what they have done in Kankakee County.  And, they want to, of course, invite all of our Aldermans, ah, at 1432 S. Fourth at the Jordan Center.  I think it’s a activity where they, as you know, Garden of Prayer is the recipient of the State of Illinois.  Best private after-school programs and in Illinois we were the first one to draw in the Governor’s Cup, ah, to Kankakee County.  So, they do an expert job with children and, ah, they gonna’ have their–I call it state of the union, ah, where they share from twelve to one with, ah, lunch being served by Olivet.  They will be the individuals serving the lunch, ah, while that happens.  It’s only from twelve to one on Friday, November 18.  So all of you are invited.  If you need tickets, you can see Bernice or just call me and I can get ‘em right up here to you ‘cause I’m on the Board, Imani Drew, Dr. Christian indistinguishable and I trust to see all of you out there ‘cause I know you care about these kids.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  The next person signed up to speak is Pastor Garcia.

PASTOR GARCIA:
Thank you, Mayor, for the opportunity to come here to speak and on behalf of, ah, the clinic in downtown Kankakee, I do want to make mention that as of the end of this month, we’ve seen a total of 500 patients.  Probably over a 1,000 at times, but indistinguishable 500 direct service and 258 are from the City of Kankakee indistinguishable provide these services and now, of course, we offer free pharmaceuticals for these people.  Of course, non-narcotics, but all the other medicines.  But, I’m here to let you know that as you may know, that we do not take Medicaid or Medicare.  Only people that have no insurance.  And, so, we are creative in our fund raising.  And, this coming Thursday, we are having a fund raiser.  Miss Illinois is coming to the area on our behalf and she’s going to be at Sully’s this Thursday from 11:30 to 1:00 for a luncheon and the tickets are $25.00 apiece.  And, of course, those monies, ah, help continuing of providing services to the people for free.  So, thank you very much for the opportunity, but I do want to also acknowledge several Aldermen that have really been encouraging to us and that’s Mr. Stevie Hunter and, of course, our Alderman, Alderman Davidson has really been instrumental and want to thank the City and, of course, I want to thank the Kankakee–or CDC if you will, for finding funds for the mural that we put up.  And, we hope the City has enjoyed that mural.  Thank you for the opportunity.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Pastor.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Pastor Garcia, let me just mention something as well, too.  And, I know you’re not a person who toots your own horn, but, ah, at the, ah.......the, ah, Freedom Fund  banquet with the Mayor and Alderman Brown, ah, Davidson, Stokes, who else?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Tall.  Alderman Tall.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Tall attended and, ah, Pastor Garcia received one of the President’s Award.  And, ah, you know, from the heart and all those people there felt that you were deserving of that particular honor.  You have done so many different things and been a yeoman as far as creating a quality of life for........improving the quality of life for the residents of this area.  So, I just wanted to say, ah, from the Council, we appreciate all your efforts.

PASTOR GARCIA:
Yes.  Thank you very much. Appreciate that.  Tickets are available until Wednesday down at the clinic and indistinguishable   Thank you very much.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Always the salesman.  The last gentleman who has signed in this evening is Mr. Peek.  

JOE PEEK:
Yeah.  Joe Peek.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Joe Peek.

JOE PEEK: 
Hi.  My name is Joe Peek.  I live at 661 Country Club Drive.  I’ve lived here about 20 years and the reason I’m down here is two reasons.  Two guns at my house and the axis of evil.  Now, the two guns are that, ah, a policeman came over my house–I used to be a licensed gun dealer.  These guns, after I gave up my license, are in my private inventory.  Policeman came over there, Larry Walters, Badge #66.  He had previously bought a mini 30 from  me, about a year or two ago.  No problem.  This time he came over and told me he needed a gun that nobody could see in case he was, you know, compromised being a policeman.  He was in uniform in the car.  So, I, ah, gave him two guns.  A north and the serial number’s here.  That and a  40 caliber double action.  And, some ammunition.  I told him to test them out, if he liked ‘em, bring ‘em back, that way he sign my book just like he previously did.  I haven’t seen him in three weeks.  He’s gone like, ah, y’know, not gonna’ pay me.  So, I called the Chief of Police up here and I had a talk with him.  Well, indistinguishable   The only thing is, he ain’t even called me back.  So, I said, let me come down here and throw it in the hands of the Mayor which is not fair. It’s not your job.  To even be listening to this.  That’s why you got people working for you.  Now I go........matter of fact, I’ll tell you the serial numbers.  Let me get this part out.  I’ve got to follow this through because if one of those guns turn up in a robbery or a murder or a crime scene, they’re coming back to me.  He has no receipt or nothin’.  I wanted my money.  Really, you know, I’d really like to just have my guns back.  But, let me get to the other part.  Okay.  This axis of evil.  Whether I like it or not, you are the Mayor.  And, I have to back you up.  These people voted you in office.  But, as a ex-union rep, vice-president UAW in Chicago, I know a little bit about labor law.  I’m not going to get into Stokes.  You, know, but that’s indistinguishable  But, let me just, in conclusion, mention what I think is an axis of evil.  And, I’ll try to do it real lightly.  First, you got a Fire Chief–two fires within 100 feet from the Fire Department.  Right there on Court Street.  The pancake place and the truck plant.  I can’t blame you ‘cause you got people workin’ for you.  They’re not doing their jobs.  Somethin’s  wrong.  Second thing, especially when they findin’ out how the insurance company findin’ out the firemen was supposed to clean the hydrants out.  That’s why they couldn’t put the fire out.  That’s number one.  Second one.  I’m gonna’ reserve judgement on the Chief of Police.  This has nothin’ to do with my guns, but when you go to special need children–this is the part that I think you’ll like–how a police officer could be allowed to resign with benefits.  And, yet, we got about a $10 or 15 million lawsuit.  Therefore, we got to pay all his medical, this, that and the other.  The third one, and this is the most important of the axis of evil, whoever–I could do a better job–I’m not an attorney, but whoever advised the City Council and yourself , you Alderman are all in it directly. I’m trying’ to think who it was, was only one person that voted present when this whole rebate thing came up.  I don’t fault the Mayor or any of the Aldermen because they were misled by incompetent Corporation Council.  The City Council, you should immediately fire them.  Replace them with someone that knows what they’re talking about.  I mean, we’re the laughing stock of the country.  And, it’s not your fault.  Like I said, I back you 100%.  It’s the people that gave you legal advice and you only did.... you were trying to help me and the rest of the community.  And, one last thing Mayor I will say this.  I would have liked to have stood up here and said this, “Well you know that rebate money we got back?  We gave all the City employees a 10% increase instead of taking 10% from ‘em.”  I’d like to’ve seen you said somethin’ about, “Hey guess what?  Instead of that $59.00 charge for garbage, we gonna’ knock $5.00 this month.”  But, you may have done this.  I seen a lotta’ improvements around here in Kankakee.  I’ve never been down here to question that.  So, I all I say is this, I’d like to ah, ah, relinquish the balance of my time except this.  Stokes had 30 years.  He’s the only person that done somethin’ for these kids.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Moving on, I’d like to ask Pastor Randy Gordon from the Greater Christ Temple Ministry Church to come forward and lead us in prayer.

PASTOR GORDON:
Heavenly Father, we thank You for indistinguishable the leaders of our community.  We ask you Lord now, that You give them wisdom, Lord, and knowledge to create indistinguishable and help our community indistinguishable neighborhood by neighborhood, block by block.  And, we know that You’re in charge of all of this.   In the name of our Lord,  Jesus Christ.  Amen

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  And, while we’re standing, I’d like to extend the City’s sympathies to, ah, Mr. Craig Blanchette and his family on the death of his brother.  This was a very, very sad time for all of us and I know that Craig has been in our hearts and in our prayers.  Also, I would like to extend our sympathy to Officer Justin Honeycutt’s family from Bourbonnais who died tragically in an accident.  This has been a very difficult week for the County in general because of all the losses we have suffered.  And, I know that, ah, all of these families have our thoughts with them.  So, again, I’m sorry for those tragedies.  Moving forward, the Pledge of Allegiance will be held by the City Council.  

MEMBERS OF KANKAKEE CITY COUNCIL AND ALL:  
Pledge of Allegiance

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:  Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13) 


ABSENT:   Cox (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:   Regnier; Young; Spice; Bohlen; Power; Simms; Tyson; Banasiak; Cross; Gordon; Bertrand; Yohnka (12) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Moving onto the minutes.  I’ll entertain a motion to approve the minutes of the October 17, 2011, meeting.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, hearing no objections from my colleagues–no objections regarding the comments, concerns, changes, modifications–move they are approved as recorded.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Thompson to approve the minutes.  Are there any corrections or additions?  All those in favor, aye. Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 17, 2011

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The minutes are approved.  I have no Petitions.  With the Council’s approval, I would like to amend the agenda and move the Resolution Honoring Daniel Graves, Sr., to the next item.  Are there any........anyone opposed to that?  Okay.  I would like to ask Alderman Hunter to read the Resolution Honoring Daniel Graves, Sr., and ask his family to come forward.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Everybody up here, Mary.  Who else is back there? Other guys back there, come up here.  Let me just read this.  Ah, we’ll get a picture taken after I have read this Resolution.  Resolution Number 2011-31.  Mr. Daniel Graves, Sr.  March 12, 1934, through October 16, 2011.





Danny and I are related somewhere down the line.  We were discussing that earlier.  And, ah, Uncle Charlie Fitzhugh, believe it or not, was a lifelong Victor McBroom Republican and I remember as a kid, ah, riding in his old Hudson, believe it or not, around and in fact I still have a 20-gauge shotgun that was owned by Uncle Charlie, given to Danny, and given to my father and now I have it.  So, the family bond is still there.  Whereas, Daniel Graves Sr. was born in Brownsville, Tennessee, on March 12, 1934, to Emma and George Graves.  He was born into a loving family which includes three sisters, Georgia Emma Graves-Webb, Annice Ava Graves-Williams, and Odella Graves-Atkins, and two brothers, William Allen Graves and James Arbery Graves.  Two brothers, Joe Howard Graves and Logan Lee Graves, both of Tennessee, are deceased; and WHEREAS: a veteran of the United States Army, Mr. Graves worked at Gould National Battery for twenty years and at the City of Kankakee Department of Public Works for thirty-three years; and WHEREAS: Left behind to mourn his passing are a caring circle of relatives and friends: his companion of twenty-five years, Mary Corbitt; his ex-wife and friend, Minthie Van; three daughters, Tina Letcher of Kankakee, Anita Kirk of Kankakee, and Teresa Jordan, of Seattle, Washington; one son, Danny Graves, Jr., of Chicago; three sons-in-law, Jimmie Jordan, of Seattle, Jose Kirk, of Kankakee, and Gregory Letcher, of Chicago; five grandchildren and five great-grandchildren; his companion’s children, Morris Corbitt and Byron Corbitt; and many nieces and nephews; WHEREAS:  Mr. Graves worked for the City of Kankakee for many years, and leaves a legacy not only to our community, but to his children, many family members, and friends; and, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by Mayor Nina Epstein and the City Council of the City of Kankakee, Illinois, that God will bless and sustain the family of Daniel Graves Sr. during their hour of sorrow.  Adopted this 7th day of November, 2011.  Signed by the Honorable Nina Epstein, Mayor, attested to by Anjanita Dumas, the City Clerk.  I make a motion to adopt this Resolution.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Brown to adopt the Resolution.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.

RESOLUTION HONORING DANIEL GRAVES, SR.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The Resolution is adopted.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
And, we’d like for you to come forward so we can take pictures.  And, a special thanks to City Clerk for pulling this stuff together.  We appreciate you making contact  with the family.

CLERK DUMAS: 
You’re welcome.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay, moving on.  The item for Communications from Comcast is for information only.  Standing Committees.  Building and Code Enforcement.  Alderman Tall.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Yes, the information is in the packet.  I would also like to let everyone know that we’ve formed a subcommittee to deal with the rental inspections and hopefully, to come up with, ah, a compromise.  The persons that we’ve chosen are landlords Charlotte Ramierz, Todd Burrell, Ann and Dean Hambry, myself as chair person, Larry Osenga and Director Jim Banasiak.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  Budget Committee.  Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Mayor, we had a, ah, wide-ranging discussion of the budget in general.  We had no action items.  But, there’s a couple things that I’d like to mention.  One, was that we’ve scheduled a special meeting of the Budget Committee for Wednesday, December 7, at 5:15 P.M., in which we will, number one, have some food indistinguishable and number two, discuss the major–discuss the bigger picture as far as the need for, ah, additional and significant revenue generators.  Or, additional significant reductions in the budget.  I’d just like to........that is because of several items and I’d just like to throw a couple of these  to you.  Number one–that we discussed at the meeting–number one, is some $497,508.00 which was the October shortfall for sales tax revenues compared to October of last year.  That’s a half million dollars.  The second figure is a number that we watch closely, and that is $500,000.00 which is the amount of money that the State is holding of our income tax funds.  Half a million dollars.  I’d like to compare that–and those are just two categories–I’d like to compare that to the balance in our cash  management program which is what we refer to or indistinguishable as our savings account.  That balance.....the balance in that is $1,754,000.00.  Now, it doesn’t... you don’t need an advanced degree in mathematics to understand that that $1,700,000.00 is going to only last so long, ah, with the numbers that I mentioned to start out.  Therefore, something big has to give and maybe several things have to give indistinguishable    That leads to all of us taking part in concepts indistinguishable what we should do.  This is something we all have to buy into, the indistinguishable that Mayor has suggested to us that we should try to consider now for future budgets because we’re not going to be able to just cut a couple  dollars here and a couple dollars there.  We’re going to start that process, ah, at the meeting that I talked about–the dinner meeting.  So, I think everybody should be there and to give some thought–give a lot of thought before that meeting to where we’re at as a City.  Because I think we’re sort of at a, ah, crossroads here, once that $1.7 million has been spent, there is no savings.  And, so, with that I summarized it indistinguishable the Budget Committee. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  Ah, our Clerk will publicize the meeting.  It’s open to the Budget Committee and, of course, all Aldermen are always invited to any committee meeting and I would certainly hope that most of you would make an effort to attend that meeting because it will be the first of many.  It will not be something that we will discuss and come to conclusions that evening.  But, I think it’s important that we start the process and we start looking at the big picture.  And, again as Alderman Baron said, ah, come with an open mind and come with some suggestions.  I know Mr. Spice is preparing several documents that will really help you see the budget in a totally different light and I think that’s going to be helpful as we start this process.  So, again, thank you, Alderman.  And, again, that’s December 7, at 5:15 P.M. and I think we’ll have it at the Administration Building.  We’ll figure out where it’s going to be and we’ll let you all know.  Ordinance Committee.  Alderman Swanson.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
The information is in the packet.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Ah, before we go to the Report of Officers, I’d like to pull check #62416 and check #62443.  I will entertain a motion to approve the payment of the bills less those two items.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
What are those numbers again?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
62416 and 62443.   Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $1,532,611.09 minus the $75,714.86 and $837,741.60, the two checks you just mentioned.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the payment of the bills.  Are there any questions?  Roll call, please

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown (I vote aye, but I abstain from check #62480.); Hunter (I want to vote to abstain for the balance of the bills with the exception of purchase order–check #62496 in the amount of $190.00.); Browne, R.; Baron; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson  (11)


PRESENT:   Thompson; Stokes (2)


ABSENT: Cox (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $1,532,611.09

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Moving onto New Business, ah, the first item on the agenda is an Ordinance amending Chapter 32, rescinding handicapped parking at 518 W. Mertens Street.  Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERMAN TALL:
I so move, Mayor.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Thompson to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13)  


ABSENT: Cox (1)

 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Motion to place this Ordinance on its final passage?

ALDERMAN TALL:
I so move.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Thompson.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13)  


ABSENT: Cox (1) 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 RESCINDING 

HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 518 WEST MERTENS STREET

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  Ah, I would like, with the Council’s indulgence, to combine items B, C and D.  Those are surplus items.  Do I have a motion to place these Ordinances on......to Suspend?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, move to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with consideration of passage of these Ordinances at this time.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Jones to Suspend the Rules on items B, C and D.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13)  


ABSENT:   Cox (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Motion to place these Ordinances on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move, Mayor Epstein.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Jones to place these Ordinances on Final Passage.  Any question?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13)  


ABSENT:   Cox (1)

ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS OF THE CITY OF 

KANKAKEE – KANKAKEE POLICE DEPARTMENT - AND AUTHORIZING 

THE SALE THEREOF

ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS OF THE CITY 

OF KANKAKEE – KANKAKEE POLICE DEPARTMENT - AND

AUTHORIZING THE SALE THEREOF TO THE VILLAGE OF LOCKPORT

ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS OF THE CITY OF 

KANKAKEE – ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES – AND AUTHORIZING THE SALE THEREOF

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  The next item on the agenda is an Ordinance that we are going to refer to the License and Franchise Committee, but I wanted to bring it to the Council.  In 2010, the State of Illinois created an advantage for residential electric customers and that allowed us to go out onto the open market to purchase electricity much in the same fashion that industry has done for quite some time.  Ah, the City of Kankakee would like to pursue this.  We think it would be a savings for our residential customers.  You no longer would have to purchase your electricity from Commonwealth Edison.  They would certainly deliver it to you, but we can go out on the open market with many other municipalities and see if we can get a better price.  NIMEC is a consulting group that the City has used previously with the Utility.  They’re very knowledgeable in this process because it is a legal process that we need to follow.  Ah, the License and Franchise Committee headed by Alderman Brown, I’ve spoken to him, and we would like to ask our consultants to come to the meeting and explain it in further detail.  If the Committee so approves, we would bring it to Council in December because in order to place this item on the ballot for March, because it is a referendum that needs to be brought to the people, we have to have all of our due diligence done by the end of December.  I think it’s a........plus.  Communities that have done it this past year have saved on the average of 25% for their residential customers.  This was brought to my attention last year and personally I wanted to wait a year to see exactly how the process worked and if there was a savings.  The consultants, if they........when they go out onto the marketplace to purchase electricity, if the City does not feel that it’s a price that we want to participate in, we can always say no thank you and we just continue with Commonwealth Edison. Residents have the opportunity to opt out of the program, so if you would rather stay with Commonwealth Edison and the City has purchased electricity through another provider, you do not have to participate in the program.  So, there’s a lot of, ah, there’s a lot of interesting nuances, but I think it’s something as a community we owe it to our residents to pursue this in hopes of saving them some money on their energy costs.  So, Alderman Brown, we will refer this, with the Council’s approval, to the License and Franchise Committee.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
And, with the Mayor, we have already scheduled the presentation.  Ah, I’ve cancelled the License and Franchise meeting for the 10th and I have rescheduled for the 16th.  The agenda presented to you. 

NANCY SMITHBERG:
Is that November?

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
November 16, at 5:15 P.M. and I’ve already secured the training room downstairs for the presentation as well as when we get through with that, then the Resolution.  We also have to set up a public hearing.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
In that time frame, too, also, to get this on, ah, the ballot on the–did I say it right?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes, um huh (affirmative).  

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
On the ballot for the March election.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s right.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
So, we’ll be working fast to set that up. And, any individual citizen who does not feel like they want to participate, they can opt out of this.  So, this a win-win situation because, like the Mayor said, reading the information from  indistinguishable save at least 25% on their electric bills.  And, I guess everybody knows here that the assistance program for electric service has been cut way back.  So, it’s an advantage for seniors, especially, to save that 25%.  So, it’s a win-win situation the way I see it.  But, ah, it’s going to be information.  I invite all of the Alderman, the public, whatever you want to come and listen to the presentation on the 16th , that’s Wednesday at 5:15, down in the training room of this building.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  I think I need a motion to refer this to Committee.  

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
No.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
No.  Okay.  We’ll just refer it.  We don’t need it.  Okay.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Just a comment though.  Alderman, I’d really like to hear, and I assume somebody from the media, electronic or print, I’d be interested in this company.  What is their response time as far outages and so forth so, I mean.........?

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
It comes through.....

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
No.  No.  It still comes through.........ComEd delivers it. 

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
That’s.....that’s....I just want to get it clarified.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
You get your ComEd bill.  Any questions, issues, concerns, you call ComEd.  This is simply the power.  They do the entire delivery, so you only deal with Commonwealth Edison.  You.......you do not deal with another company.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Would there by any........well, my reason for posing that question is that hopefully ComEd would not purposely, ah, or intentionally, not respond.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
ComEd doesn’t care where you buy your power from.  They’re not in the power.........they’re not generating.  So, it’s–regardless of where you buy it from, they transmit it to you.  So.....

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I know, they’re just in the business of transmitting the power.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s correct.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Well, okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
And....and, there’s quite a list of communities that have participated and have been very pleased with the result.  But, as I said, once the consultant comes back, there’s an RFQ that’s goes out, companies respond to the price of per kilowatt hour that they are willing to sell you the power at and if you chose, you know what Commonwealth is going to be–if you chose not to participate, then the City simply says, thank you for your due diligence, but we’re going to stay with Commonwealth Edison.  The terms of the agreement are usually one or two years, that’s all.  You’re not signing on for a five or a ten-year commitment.  If, after that time, you chose not to do this again, that’s fine.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
And, that utility tax is..............

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The utility tax the City will take a hit on the utility tax, but I do feel it’s much more important for our residents to get the savings than for the small percentage that it might affect us on the utility tax.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Did you hear what.....what she just said?  Everybody.  Okay.  

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
And, that rate is locked in for two years, too.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes.  

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Yes, it is locked in.  So, there’s no....... indistinguishable  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Again, this is something we need to investigate.  It will come to the Council for their vote.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Oh, okay.  Thank you.  Carl gave these.  This is interesting.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Aldermen, any other questions?  Moving on.  Appointments.  I have an appointment.  As many of you know, ah, Mr..........

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
R-6.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
R-6, the old R-6, has now become a judge.  I don’t know if that’s a precursor to other things to come for the 6th Ward, but, ah, Tom Cunnington, who served as an Alderman for many years in the City, was one of our adjudication judges and he has now become a big judge.  And, if you know......he will not be doing....a little bigger judge...........a little big judge.  And, I would like to appoint Kimberly Donald to fulfill his position at adjudication.  She lives in the City of Kankakee. She does adjudication for both Bourbonnais and Bradley and, I would entertain a motion to approve that appointment.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Whose ward does she live in?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
She’s in the 6th Ward.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
As do most of the people that the Mayor has been talking about are from the 6th Ward.  I would move that Kimberly Donald be........that we would approve the Mayor’s appointment of Kimberly Donald as Adjudication Judge.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
I second it.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
And, I would like to have the motion to second that, too, ‘cause I know Kim.  I’ve worked with her through the court house and I think she’s an excellent choice.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Well, motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman........

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
That’s just a comment.  That’s just a comment.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Alderman Browns.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Brown twins.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Like Danny Devito and Arnold Schwartzenager.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  Thank you.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Roll call.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Roll call?  Okay.  Let’s do a roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13)   

 
ABSENT: Cox (1)

MOTION TO APPOINT KIMBERLEY DONALD AS ADJUDICATION JUDGE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  Moving onto Motions and Resolutions.  Ah, I would like to combine A, B, C.  There is a typo.  It says,  “A special meeting of the Council held on the 7th day of November.”   This is a regular meeting.  Thank Alderman Hunter for catching that mistake.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I even got a star, too, guys.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
So, “It is a regular meeting.....”  It is not a special meeting.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Motion to approve.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Osenga to approve these resolutions authorizing us to intervene in the appeal for Valspar, for Armstrong, and for Meadowview Shopping Center.  All those in favor.....oh, sorry, roll call.

NANCY SMITHBERG:
Who was it?  Hunter and who?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Hunter and Osenga.

CLERK DUMAS: 
Thank you.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13)   


ABSENT:   Cox (1)

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INTERVENTION IN THE PENDING ASSESSMENT 

APPEAL OF VALSPAR CORPORATION

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INTERVENTION IN THE PENDING ASSESSMENT 

APPEAL OF ARMSTRONG WORLD INDUSTRIES

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INTERVENTION IN THE PENDING ASSESSMENT 

APPEAL OF GREAT OAK LLC

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The next item is a Resolution establishing our City Council dates for the year 2012.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Can we do D and E?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yeah.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Motion to approve.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Excuse me.  There’s a modification to the holidays.  December 24, is a floating holiday.  City offices are open.  But, we give an alternate holiday to those persons that have to work so that City offices are not closed for four consecutive days other than one time of year.  Okay?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I have a motion by Alderman Hunter, I believe, seconded by Alderman Swanson to approve items–resolutions D and E, holidays and Council days.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING CITY COUNCIL DATES FOR THE YEAR 2012

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING HOLIDAYS TO BE OBSERVED BY THE OFFICES 

OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE DURING 2012 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The resolutions are approved.  The next resolution on the agenda is to adopt IMRF’s 1,000 hour standard for participation.  Mr. Spice, did you want to just clarify what that resolution states?

JAMES SPICE:
The standard set by IMRF for employees has been, in the past, a state statute 600 hours.  If the employee works 600 hours they were considered to automatically have to enroll in IMRF program which is the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund which covers employees retirement.  During the last legislative session, the legislature authorized the municipalities to change that standard and adopt a 1,000 hour standard if they’d like to.  It takes a resolution to adopt the 1,000 standard.  Therefore, in the future, any employee who works less than 1,000 hours, they would not have to enroll in IMRF.  What happens with the part-time people, a lot of times is, they might participate for a couple years and they might move onto something else, leave, they get their contributions back, but none of the other.........they don’t get any interest on their money or anything else that was withheld from them through that period of time.  So, it just seems to make sense and especially, ah, a couple of the departments that are very heavy with the more part-time type of people, this really affects them and, ah, helps their employees so that they can take a little more home in their paychecks. So, we’re recommending that we adopt the 1,000 hour standard.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Motion to approve.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Browne, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the resolution adopting the 1,000 standard for IMRF.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT  THE ANNUAL 1,000 HOUR STANDARD 

FOR IMRF PARTICIPATION

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The resolution is approved.  The next item on the agenda is a resolution approving bond record-keeping policy for the City of Kankakee.  Mr. Spice, again, would you like to address this?

JAMES SPICE:
The City at times–from time to time–issues tax exempt bonds.  Basically, what this means to the people that buy those bonds, when they receive interest money on those bonds, they’ve not paid federal income tax.  That’s where the tax-exempt part of the bonds comes into effect.  That’s something that the federal government set up so that municipalities and that type of thing wouldn’t–the bonds that they sell to do their–to finance their infrastructure and all the projects that they don’t have to pay taxes on those back to the federal government.  It’s just a break that they’ve given us.  They do that though conditioned upon meeting certain standards and, ah, on how that money is used and that there’s no private activity and those types of things.  The IRS comes in from time to time, audits a municipality and to make sure that you’re complying with the standards that they’re set up to issue  those taxes and indistinguishable .    It’s getting to be more and more a litigious  kind of a thing with the bonds and the federal government looking at the tax-exempt status of these bonds and the bond counsel is starting to work with their clients and saying, you really need to adopt some standards through the record keeping.  You need to train your personnel properly and that type of thing so that’s why they set up this Resolution.  It does set up some standards for, ah, allowing training and, ah, just sets up what’s expected in the record keeping realm.  And, that’s the purpose of this Resolution–just to make sure that there’s continuity as, ah, personnel changes that would have responsibility in this bond area to make sure that the City’s keeping proper records and properly accounting for bonds that they have available when the IRS comes knocking on the door.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN BARON: 
I would so move.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Rich Browne to approve the Resolution.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

RESOLUTION APPROVING A BOND RECORD-KEEPING POLICY FOR THE CITY 

OF KANKAKEE, KANKAKEE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The Resolution is approved.  The next item on the agenda is a Resolution providing for an eligibility study for the.......a TIF area that we MAY be doing in the future.  Many of you know that Mercy Housing, ah, out of Chicago is applying for IHDA tax credits to build a senior living complex in the area of.....surrounding Provena St. Mary’s Hospital.  Part of the IHDA application requires the City to pass a Resolution that we have done a study of that area and if..... all of you may remember, we did hire the Lakota Group to do a study of that neighborhood surrounding Provena St. Mary’s and also to say that we would conduct a TIF there sometime in the future.  This is not authorizing a TIF.  It is simply saying that in the future we would consider looking into the possibility of doing a TIF in that area.  Ah, and this Resolution is necessary for Mercy Housing to add it to its application for the IHDA tax credits for that senior living center.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN TALL:
I so move, Mayor.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Thompson to approve the Resolution.  Are there any questions?  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR AN ELIGIBILITY STUDY ON THE

DESIGNATION OF A PORTION OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE, ILLINOIS AS A REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA AND TO INDUCE DEVELOPMENT INTEREST WITHIN SUCH AREA (ALPINER HIGH RISE)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The Resolution is approved.  We’ve already done the Resolution honoring Daniel Graves.  I have no other items on the agenda.  Mr. Tyson has given me, ah, a form–there was a public meeting on the Brookmont Project that I think 20-25 people came, Dave?  

DAVID TYSON:
Twenty-five people.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
And, you said that the comments obviously were favorable to that underpass being reconstructed.  And, ah, have you passed these out to all the Aldermen?  He would also like all of you to fill out this comment form, ah, in support.  Hopefully, you’ll all be supportive of the project so we can, ah, get that information turned in.  He’s going to pass them out.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
This is for Tyson?  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Yeah, it’s for us.  The other–actually the good news we had recently last week at the MPO meeting, ah, IDOT has decided that Court Street is in deplorable condition.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
And, has decided to scootch up the total repaving of that street from 5th Avenue to Lowe Road.  And, that will be done in the spring and that’s about a $2.6 million project, so we’re very thankful that, ah, it was scheduled for several years from now, but they have decided that because of the need, that we will do that project in the spring.  So, good news and it’ll be nice to see Court Street, ah, totally redone.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Blanchette’s doin’ some of it already, too.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yeah.  He’s tearing it up.  

DAVID TYSON:
Mayor, they can either return these to my office.  You can either email ‘em to us.  If you want to do that, there’s an email address or my email address or if Nancy wouldn’t mind, if anybody wants to drop them off in the Mayor’s office.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Absolutely.

DAVID TYSON:
I’ll pick ‘em up, but I do have to have ‘em back by November 16.

NANCY SMITHBERG:
November 16, Dave?

DAVID TYSON:
Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Yeah, if you want to finish them quickly, you can give them to Mr. Tyson tonight.  Ah, this is the time of the meeting that we do Aldermen’s questions or comments.  Do I have any questions or comments?  Alderman Browne.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
I’d like to thank this City Council and the Park District and the Board for approving and allowing us to build the pump track in the back of Beckman Park.  It opened and it’s been an extreme success.  The kids are loving it and using it.  Ah, I even saw Alderman Linneman out there riding one morning.  It was........it’s been a very good and useful track and I thank everybody who participated and I invite you all to come out and ride our pump track.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Any other comments?  Alderman Tall.

ALDERMAN TALL:
I’d like to also thank the City of Kankakee and the Park District for the new skate park at Washington Park.  And, also, I’d like to thank, ah, Director Cliff Cross and Director Banasiak for their participation and presentation of the inspection issues.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.

NANCY SMITHBERG:
Chris Bohlen is putting on a show there Friday night.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Chester.

ALDERMAN TALL:
The kids will enjoy it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, m’am, I just want to throw this out there.  I don’t know how long the City or we authorized these vacuum trucks for the leaves.  I was hopin’ it would be throughout the month of November.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We usually have it out ‘til Thanksgiving, right around Thanksgiving.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
So, I’m tryin’ to encourage all of my residents of the ward to, ah, get in. Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Any other questons?

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Mayor, one other question?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Thompson.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
I have had a few people call about, they were talkin’ about the leaves and stuff that they’ve gathered together.  Some said they put ‘em in the bags and everything and there are several saying that the bags are still there.  And, not, trying to pick on anybody that pick the leaves up or whatever, but I was just...I thought I’d bring it up.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Ah, Alderman if you would like to just call us and give us a couple of addresses, we’ll make sure that that gets taken care of.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Yes, or you can call Allied directly or...or...

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Do you go to License and Franchise.

NANCY SMITHBERG:
I don’t..............I don’t I think they’re.........I think only DPW is picking up the plastic bags right now.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Well, I don’t know if these are plastic or paper.  Alderman?  Alderman?

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Hmmm?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Plastic or paper?

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Paper.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Paper.

NANCY SMITHBERG:
Oh.  They should call Allied.  They should call Allied.  Any time people have a problem, they should call them.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
I’ll give you the phone number.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Any other questions or comments?  

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
We need to get out of here.  They need to go watch the Bears game.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Well, if everyone will stop talking, we can go.  Do I have a motion to adjourn?

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
So moved.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Swanson.  All those in favor, aye.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We are adjourned.
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