CITY OF KANKAKEE

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

NOVEMBER 21, 2011     7:02 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Good evening.  I’d like to call this meeting to order.  At the top of the agenda is our Public Comment portion.  If you would like to speak, please come forward and give us your name.  Direct your comments to the Mayor.  Comments are limited to three minutes.  No personal attacks upon Council members, staff or other persons in attendance or absent will be permitted.  In addition, discussion of matters which are currently under legal review will not be permitted.  Is there anyone who’d like to come forward?  Okay.  

JODY MULLINS:
Hi, Mrs. Mayor. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Good evening.

JODY MULLINS:
I would just like to say that the Occupy Kankakee tent is a beautiful thing.  I would like to see it back up and running ‘til it runs its course.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
May I have your name, please?

JODY MULLINS:
Oh, Jody Mullins.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Any other comments?  Okay, moving forward, ah.........any others?  Okay.  I’d like to ask Rev. Hank Roso from Immanuel Baptist Church to come forward and lead us in prayer.

REV ROSO:
Would you join me please in prayer?  Heavenly Father, as we gather here this evening to conduct our community’s business, Your business, we thank You for each one here.  Lord, it’s my understanding that a lot of time and energy and talent goes into something like this.  Lord, I thank You for each one who serves so graciously to this community.  Pray to keep Your hand upon them.  Keep them and their families healthy, Lord.  Keep them in good prosperity.  Watch over them, God, for these sacrifices they make.  I pray to continue to bless them in every way with wisdom and good insight and compassion.  Continued compassion for this community.  I thank You for the services that are given to us as residents, Lord, particularly police and fire.  Those agencies that, ah, risk their safety so that we could have safety.  And, I pray that You would keep over.....Your watch over them and their families, Lord.  Continue to bless them, Lord, and keep them.......their families, at peace as their loved ones are doing their jobs.  God, we now invite you over this meeting now, Lord and these presidings that You would have Your way, that You speak clearly, that there would be unity and good heart, good sense of community here now.  We give You thanks for all these things, particularly this weekend, or this weekend coming up, with Thanksgiving.  Help us to realize that every day is a great time to be thankful, not just once a year.  And, we’re thankful to You now.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you very much.  I would like to ask–we have students here from Herscher High School who are observing our Council meeting.  I’d like to ask them to come forward and lead us in the Pledge.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
You’re all Herscher Tigers?

HERSCHER HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AND ALL:
Pledge of Allegiance

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you very much.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:  Hunter (Mayor Epstein, ah, Mayor Epstein, Alderman Brown is not here tonight.  He is busy working, ah, on his annual turkey day giveaway.  I think Alderman Tall was over there toiling today and I was over there for a short period of time as well, too.  It’s the bigger and probably the best one he’s ever coordinated.  They’re planning to distribute in excess of 1,000 turkeys and all the trimmings, so, Alderman Brown does........Alderman Brown takes his call to duty seriously and I couldn’t have a better seat mate than Alderman Brown.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:  Thank you, Alderman.); Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13) 


ABSENT:   Brown (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:   Regnier; Young; Kambic; Bohlen; Power; Simms; Banasiak; Cross; Gordon; Bertrand; Yohnka (11)


ABSENT:   Tyson (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  I will entertain a motion to approve the minutes from the November 7, 2011, meeting.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Council members, any changes, comments, corrections at all?  Changes, comments, corrections?  Therefore, I move the minutes be approved as recorded.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Jones to approve the minutes of the November 7, meeting.  Corrections or additions?  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 7, 2011

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The minutes are approved.  Ah, item A under Petitions are the minutes of the October 18, and November 15, Planning Board meetings.  Those were available to you on the City’s website.  We do have a significant number of Planning Board items on the agenda tonight.  Ah, we will go through them, obviously, one at a time.  I’m going to ask Mr. Cross to just do a very brief, ah, summary of each item, that way everyone is certainly clear on what you’re voting for.  The first item, PB11-09.  I will need a motion to accept the Findings and Recommendations of the Planning Board.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
Is this the 708 property?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
This is the 708 N. Evergreen.  That’s correct.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
So moved.

ALDERMAN COX:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Davidson, seconded by Alderman Cox to accept the Findings.  Mr. Cross, would you like to just do a brief..........

CLIFF CROSS:
Yes, Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Oh, I’ll do the vote first and then you can do the summary.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

FINDINGS & RECOMMENDATIONS

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW FOR 

AN ACCESSORY PLAYGROUND AREA FOR AN EXISTING DAYCARE AT THE PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS 708 NORTH EVERGREEN AVENUE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Mr. Cross.

CLIFF CROSS:
Yes, thank you, Mayor.  This particular case was actually a case that appeared before the Planning Board last October.  Long story short, within that particular zoning district, and all zoning districts, day cares require what’s known as the issuance of a conditional use permit.  Some of you may know it as a special use permit.  But, based upon that, there is an existing day care that is located within the jurisdiction of this property.  This property is a vacant lot that is directly across the street.  Therefore, since there was an expansion of an existing legal non-conforming day care it required an action to issue a conditional use permit to allow for that expansion.  Ah, two points that I think we really need to focus on, two primary things that came up were the fencing for the children and the safety of the children.  I can assure you that that was considered during the Planning Board meeting that all measures would be taken by the Department of Children and Family Services to make sure that the children are safely transported from the day care facility over to the playground.  Secondly, the playground will be fenced in.  So, based upon that Mr. Cephus applied for a conditional use permit to establish an accessory playground to an existing day care.  And, that’s what you have before you tonight.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Are there any questions before we proceed?  All right.  I will entertain a motion to........oh, I’m sorry.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
No, I was............

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I do have a question though.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Do you have a question, Alderman?

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
Well, I initially thought I would have a question in regards to the, ah, adoption date, but I spoke with Ms. Dumas and she explained to me that it already had been addressed.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay, thank you.  We will entertain a motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
So moved.

ALDERMAN COX:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Davidson, seconded by Alderman Cox to Suspend the Rules.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  A motion to place this Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
So moved.

ALDERMAN COX:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Davidson, seconded by Alderman Cox.  Any Questions?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
And, the sentiments of the Aldermen, that you concur with this?

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries

PB11-09- AN APPLICATION BY ALONZO CEPHUS REQUESTING A CONDITIONAL

USE PERMIT TO ALLOW FOR AN ACCESSORY PLAYGROUND AREA FOR AN

EXISTING DAYCARE AT THE PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS 708 NORTH

EVERGREEN AVENUE 
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries. The next item on the agenda is PB11-11.  This is an application requesting a conditional use permit to establish and operate a recycling facility at 550 N. Hobbie.  Do I have a motion to accept the Findings and Recommendations?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Yes, you do, Mayor Epstein.  Move to approve.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Tall to accept the Findings and Recommendations.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

FINDINGS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW FOR 

THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF A RECYCLING FACILITY AT THE 

PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS 550 NORTH HOBBIE AVENUE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  A motion, ah, Mr. Cross, would you like to give us a brief summary?

CLIFF CROSS:
Yes, I’d be happy to.  This petition is very similar to the one you just acted on.   Within the I-2 Heavy Industrial zoning district, recycling facilities require the issuance of a conditional use permit.  A couple issues that came up and were discussed during the Planning Board meeting were that the operation would not allow for an auto wrecking/wrecking yard.   That’s one of the issues that came up.  Ah, it also required that there would be some appropriate screening to conceal the operations from the neighboring properties and that there would be some appropriate landscaping and fencing put into place.  Now, even though I said there would not be an auto wrecking/salvage operations outside, in other words, it’s not going to be a salvage yard where people come and take parts off the car, they did ask for an additional request that if in the future they ever decide they want to dismantle vehicles there, they can do that, but it will be within an enclosed area only.  So, there will be no negative impact on the neighboring properties.  So, this–long story short–this is a request for a conditional use permit to operate a recycling facility which will have some outdoor storage but will be concealed.  Or outdoor operations  that will be concealed by the landscaping and fencing.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Yes, you do, Mayor Epstein.  But, before I say that, ah, make that motion, I’d like to just compliment the Planning Board for their oversight.  Ah, and, the City Planner as well, too.  They were very thorough, ah, with respect to posing all the necessary questions.  The Mayor had concerns as well, too.  Those were articulated at the Planning Board meeting as well as though comments made by Alderman Brown.  Ah, you had to be there.  I mean, it took some period of time for us to get through, ah, you know, the agenda.  I think the first item on the agenda lasted one hour.  Ah, and I can’t recall what time it adjourned because I left some time thereafter, but, ah, you know they’re worth everything that we give them in terms of their service because they dotted every I and crossed every T and posed all the right questions and tried to ensure that the petitioner did the right thing.  So, anytime something comes up–most of the time–99.9% of the time, they’re going to do the right thing.  And, I just remember only one example but I won’t go there.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That sticky 1%.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Right.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
It’s a dead issue.

CLIFF CROSS:
One thing about this particular company and I think it’s worth all of you noting because many of you have visited one of their neighboring sites out at the Southtec facility and many of you who have visited that site know that they operate a very clean operation.  So, it’s the same company.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  We have a motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Tall to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  A motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move, Mayor Epstein.  

ALDERMAN TALL:
 I second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

PB11-11 – AN APPLICATION BY RVP,LLC REQUESTING A CONDITIONAL USE 

PERMIT TO ESTABLISH AND OPERATE A RECYCLING FACILITY AT THE 

PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS 550 NORTH HOBBIE AVENUE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  The next item, PB11-15.  We are amending Chapter 9, Appendix A of the City Zoning Ordinance, ah, to regulate Planned Unit Developments within an Industrial zone.  Do I have a motion to accept the Findings?

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
So moved.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Browne, second by Alderman Swanson to accept the Findings and Recommendations of the Planning Board.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

FINDINGS & RECOMMENDATIONS

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 9 & APPENDIX A 

OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE ZONING ORDINANCE/1995, AS AMENDED TO 

REGULATE PLANNING UNIT DEVELOPMENTS AND USES WITHIN INDUSTRIAL ZONING DISTRICTS

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Mr. Cross.

CLIFF CROSS:
Sure.  This was a.........this is a, quite simply, a, ah, substantive or a text amendment to our Zoning Ordinance.  As the Mayor indicated, Chapter 9 which is....regulates our industrial zoning districts and Appendix A which regulates what’s identified as permitted and conditional uses within individual zoning districts.  The reason for this proposal and the reason I took it before the Planning Board is because, quite frankly, I felt like there was some inconsistencies in the text of the Zoning Ordinance.  For example, ah, Chapter 9, and that’s why Chapter 9 was addressed in this specifically, it would prohibit certain uses and group them in with uses that utilize chemical operations when that wasn’t the fact.  But, on the flip side, it would identify what was very similar, ah, to that particular use within Appendix A and identify it as a permitted use within that zoning district.  So, long story short, we felt like this amendment protects the integrity of the Ordinance in that it regulates PUDs and brings them back to their original intent, but it also allows for permitted uses in the appropriate zoning districts while not restricting them based on an environmental condition that can now be regulated.  So the purpose of this amendment, like I said, is just to do a couple amendments to clean up the text of the Zoning Ordinance.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We accepted the Findings and Recommendations.  Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage?

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
I so move, Mayor.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Ah, motion by Alderman Rich Browne, seconded by Alderman Swanson. Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  A motion to place this Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Mayor, I so move, but before I do that, I’d like to add to that and say thank you to the Planning Board because I believe this will save some jobs in Kankakee if I’m not mistaken–I think about 17 of them.  So, again, thank the Planning Board very much for, ah, allowing us to keep some jobs in the City of Kankakee.  

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Swanson to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

PB11-15 -  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 9 & 

APPENDIX A OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE ZONING ORDINANCE/1995, AS 

AMENDED TO REGULATE PLANNING UNIT DEVELOPMENTS AND USES 

WITHIN INDUSTRIAL ZONING DISTRICTS

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda, PB11-12 is brought before you for a multi-use planned development on the 2000 block of East Maple.  It’s always a pleasure to bring before the Council new development within the City of Kankakee.  The next two items that we’re going to be voting on do just that.  This developer originally developed the new day care center at Riverside Hospital on Wall Street, was very pleased with the City and the processes that we have in place and now is looking to redevelop what I think most of us would consider a blighted area into something that is desirable.  So, I would like a motion to accept the Findings and Recommendations of the Planning Board.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, ah, this will rectify a blighted condition at the old Elks, the black Elks, over on East Maple.  That’s how people refer to that location.  We’re pleased with the development that’s being planned.  Again, kudos to the Planning Board.  They did a marvelous job along with the Planner in terms of explaining the impact and the requirements, certain things they want regarding landscape and everything.  They looked at everything.  So, I felt very comfortable and, you know, I’m a stickler sometimes but I thought they did an admirable job.   Ah, I mean, any and all of the Planning Board members made comments on this project so I was pleased that it was approved without any–I don’t think–any adverse votes if I remember correctly. 

CLIFF CROSS:
No, sir.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Move to approve the Findings and Recommendations.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Thompson to accept the Findings and Recommendations of the Board.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO APPROVE 

A MULTI-USE PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT WITHIN THE 2000 

BLOCK OF EAST MAPLE STREET

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  A motion to place this–Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move, Mayor Epstein.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Thompson.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Motion to place this Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move, Mayor Epstein.  

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Davidson.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Alderman Thompson.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Oh, I’m sorry–Alderman Thompson.  Ah, any questions? 

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Ha, you guys look alike.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
We get along, so we alright.

ALDERMAN TALL:
You have to speak up.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter (Another asset as the Mayor has indicated, ah, it will create some jobs plus provide services that many of you who live in other areas may be able to utilize some of the services over there.  So come to the 7th and utilize our services.  I vote aye.); Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

PB11-12 – AN APPLICATION BY F&L PARTNERSHIP & THE CITY OF KANKAKEE REQUESTING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO APPROVE A MULTI-USE PLANNED 

UNIT DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT WITHIN THE 2000 BLOCK OF E. MAPLE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The last item on the Planning Board items is something that I’m particularly proud of.  The City has been working for at least a year with Provena St. Mary’s Hospital as well as Mercy Housing to, ah, redevelop and to build a senior living facility in the neighborhood directly south of Provena.  This is part of a plan that we would like to start as a redevelopment of a neighborhood that is sorely in need of it as well as stabilizing the neighborhood and directly impacting one of our largest employers which is Provena St. Mary’s Hospital.  We do have a, Planning Board PB11-14, a request for a Conditional Use permit to allow for the establishment of a senior living facility on the 200 block of South Sixth.  I would like a motion to accept the Findings and Recommendations.  

ALDERMAN TALL:
So moved.  

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Thompson to accept the Findings.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

FINDINGS & RECOMMENDATIONS

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF A SENIOR ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY 

WITHIN THE 200 BLOCK OF SOUTH 6TH AVENUE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Mr. Cross, would you like to speak to the particulars?  This is a $20 million project.  As I said, we’re very pleased they are seeking tax credits, ah, through IHDA.  This company, this developer, is very successful.  I’ve personally toured several of their facilities because I was concerned about the quality of the construction and the quality of their management.  And, quite frankly, I’ve been very impressed with everything I’ve seen.  They have substantial presence in the City of Chicago as well as many neighboring suburbs.  Mr. Cross, would you like to do a brief summary of the project?

CLIFF CROSS:
Sure, Mayor, I’d be happy to. And, the Mayor pretty much explained it all.  The reason that it had to appear before the Planning Board is the same as the previous cases.  In that particular zoning district, for senior assisted living facilities, it does require the issuance of the aforementioned conditional use permit.  Ah, the beauty of the conditional use permit is exactly what the Mayor said, is that it allows the Planning Board the opportunity and the City to review the proposal and to help dictate what kind of landscaping and facade improvements would be associated with this development.  What’s key about that is, later on you’re going to get a Resolution adopting a master concept plan for that entire area.  This is a key anchor for that master concept plan.  And, we kind of want...........really wanted.........we work with Mercy to  present a scenario where we practice what we preach ‘cause when we look at the redevelopment of that West Downtown District we’re going to........we’re going to focus on architectural standards and pedestrian access and walk ability and transient indistinguishable development and so forth, so we think this is a perfect fit for that particular location, and to be an anchor for future development of that area. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  I would like a motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage.

ALDERMAN TALL:
So moved, Mayor.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Thompson.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  A motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN TALL:
I so move, Mayor.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Thompson.  Are there any questions?

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Yeah, Mayor, I wanted to also thank the Planning Board, too, on an exemplary, exemplary Planning Board meeting and Cliff Cross as well.  I was out of town and just getting back in town during that time, but, ah, I’m lookin’ as this as construction jobs being created, revitalizin’ the Sixth Avenue, so, major, major kudos to the Planning Board and to Cliff and just everybody that took part in this here.  Alderman Tall  and I both were just choked up and we’re glad to see great things goin’ on in the neighborhood.

CLIFF CROSS:
 Thank you.  I appreciate it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  Any other questions?  Alderman Jones.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Is there any occupied housing that’s there that families are living in homes right now on that block?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Um huh (affirmative).  

ALDERMAN JONES: 
I was just wondering.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes, there is.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
And, is it up to the developer to purchase those houses from the people?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The developer already has a........options on the properties that are needed in order to do the project.  

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Oh, okay.

CLIFF CROSS:
And, Alderman Jones, they actually initially looked to put this on a location where there was no housing, but unfortunately the flood way prevented them from putting it there, so they had to move it to the east side of the alley.  So, therefore..........I mean they were conscious in considering the residents that were there prior to selecting this site.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Linneman.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 
What’s the time frame on this?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Ah, the full application is due to IHDA in the next couple of months.  It’s precluded.............we needed to get through the Planning Board process.  You have to adopt the Resolution that you’re being asked to adopt this evening.  Ah, we hope to see construction in 2013.  Next year, by the time they hear from IHDA, they have to go out to bid for the project and so we’re hoping that occupancy, quite frankly, in the year 2013.  Any other questions?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Just want to mention that, as you indicated, ah, they have to seek the tax credits through IHDA.  That’s a $20 million project as Mr. Cross has indicated and, ah, to the developers, owners of this project, we have very capable subs and suppliers in this area.  Ah, meaning that, ah, hopefully we’ll comply with the SBE and the MBE requirements and we scrutinize, Mr. Gordon, their employment, ah, efforts and try to make sure that we have local people, ah, getting a piece of that $20 million.  All of you guys are well aware of the fact that Kankakee County is the second, ah, highest, ah, SMSA in the state as far as employment.  So, we’d like to cut down on that, ah, position of being second in the state.  So, and we can do something to rectify the situation.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We’ve already spoken to the developers and they’re very much aware of that issue.  Thank you, Alderman.  We have a motion to Suspend the Rules and we have a second.  Any other questions?  Roll call.

 CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

PB11-14 – AN APPLICATION BY THE CITY OF KANKAKEE REQUESTING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND 

OPERATION OF A SENIOR ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY WITHIN THE 200 BLOCK 

OF SOUTH 6TH AVENUE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  The next item is the Resolution we spoke about, adopting a proposed–and I use the word proposed.  It’s still indefinite what it will be– Master Concept Plan for the targeted geographic region defined as the West Downtown District Plan.

CLIFF CROSS:
Mayor, did you pass the Suspension of the Rules?  Did you go through the Ordinance itself?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Um huh (affirmative).  Um huh (affirmative).  We did.

CLIFF CROSS
Okay, I just wanted to make sure I heard that right.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Ah, Mr. Cross do you want to just briefly describe what this is?  

CLIFF CROSS:
Sure.  Ah, this is the Resolution I had mentioned.  I know as the Mayor had previously mentioned, the City of Kankakee, Provena St. Mary’s and Mercy Housing worked together to, ah, consult with the Lakota Group to develop what is known as the West Downtown District Plan.  Basically, what that plan was, it was an analysis and an inventory of the existing conditions of that location.  After that, we were presented some options, ah, for some redevelopment of that area which included an identification of potential green field sites or green space locations.  Locations for walking trails and so forth.  Ah, so based upon that, the three scenarios that were presented to you are just three concepts that we will consider when it comes time to create a character area within the comprehensive plan that you are going to see in May or June of next year.  So, what you’re acting on here, is just a Resolution recognizing them.  It doesn’t necessarily mean those are the law today.  Basically, what that says, the eventual character area could be any one of these three or it could be a combination of three or it could be something completely different.   But, we’re just asking for a Resolution to identify the West Downtown Plan and these concepts so we can present that to the developer and they can present that as part of their application to the City as a development strategy.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Any questions?  I would need a motion to accept the Resolution.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Motion to accept, Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Thompson to accept the Resolution for the proposed concept of the West Downtown District.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A PROPOSED MASTER CONCEPT PLAN FOR A TARGETED GEOGRAPHIC REGION DEFINED AS THE “WEST DOWNTOWN DISTRICT PLAN”

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  Communications A and B are information only.  Standing Committees.  Economic Development, Alderman Linneman.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 
Ah, we had two wonderful presentations.  One from the Miss Wilson, who’s the new manager of the Kankakee airport.  She explained her history and what’s going to be going on with the airport including the, ah, becoming the home base of the National Guard Blackhawk helicopters and discussed marketing of the airport and other possibilities and then we also had a presentation from Phil Kambic from Riverside about what an economic engine Riverside is in the area and discussed a little bit about billing and how hospitals derive their revenue and stuff like that.  It was very interesting. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  Public Safety.  Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Just, ah, a couple brief comments and I do notice that we have in our midst the offspring of a former Alderman who was the Chairman of the Fire Committee for so long, Mr. Larry Mackin.  Do you want to stand up?  And welcome.

LARRY MACKIN:
No.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Welcome to the Council Chambers.

LARRY MACKIN:
Thank you.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Ah, not too much transpired, ah, other than the normal, ah, business that, ah, follows with the Police and Fire Departments.  We did take some actions and, ah, we welcome you guys to the next, ah, Public Safety meeting at the 9-1-1 Center where we shall have, ah, all the accouterments fitting of the Public Safety Committee.  Ah, we’ll be touring that location and, ah, talking with Larry...........who’s that we’re going to be seeing over there?  Remember who we’re going to be seeing, Chief?  Over at the 9-1-1 Center.  Who are we going to be entertained by?

CHIEF REGNIER:
Ah, Kevin McGovern.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Kevin McGovern.

CHIEF REGNIER:
And, Tammi Peterson.




ALDERMAN HUNTER:
A former guy that worked for us about all......the nuances about that system over there.  Ah, as you see in the minutes, we addressed the Nuisance Abatement Ordinance and we made a modification in that up to 90 days.  Additionally, taking a look at the Fire Department, there were 36 public education programs so they were really during the month of October.  So, we appreciate that and the Ordinance that comes up for amending the Public Nuisance Ordinance, I’d like your favorable opinion on that inasmuch as, and you see in the minutes, ah, it was approved via a motion by Alderman Osenga and seconded by Alderman Davidson.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Alderman Baron.  Budget Committee.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Mayor, we’re not asking for any formal action from the City Council tonight as a result of the Budget meeting on November 14.  Ah, the meeting involved review by the Comptroller. The current economic good news and bad news.  Ah, the– and I’ll be very brief in reviewing that.  The sales tax revenue continues to decrease.  The numbers are not very reliable and, I don’t have any........I’m not going to tell you, we’re not going to go in any detail as to the numbers because the closer you look at these numbers, the less reliable they seem because of the difficulty that we’re having with the Illinois Department of Revenue and the reporting.  So there’s a clear down trend and that would be a down trend as a result of the decrease in sales generally.  That’s in the sales tax sharing agreement, we’re constantly talking, we’re constantly trying to obtain information from them, but we don’t have very reliable information to report to you.  Unfortunately, we have reliable information to report to you on income tax from the State.  We....... the State is continuing holding back three months that at this time is $510,000.00.  Last payment was for July–that was as of the meeting.  So, those are three months that we’re owed.  Ah, the other tax revenues are generally on budget. They’re generally about the same.  Telecom tax is a little bit lower because of the societal trend of landlines–land telephone lines– being abandoned and cell phones being used, we don’t tax cell phones.  Ah, and, finally we had a presentation of the proposed levy and we’ll be talking to you about that the next time– after our next Budget Committee meeting which is Wednesday, December 7, at 5:15, and it’s going to be in training room?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
In this building, downstairs.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Yes, in this building.  It’ll be a dinner meeting and it’ll be a–the topic of it will be not only the usual agenda, but also a discussion of significant cuts, significant revenue generating items to deal with our budget.  It is Pearl Harbor Day.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  Ah, we do not have License and Franchise Committee minutes so we will, ah, not act upon that.  Next item, Report of Officers.  I need a motion to pay the bills.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Give me a second.  I move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $630,801.24.  

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Osenga to pay the bills in the amount of $630,801.24.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (12)  

PRESENT:   Stokes (1)

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $630,801.24

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  Moving onto New Business.  Ah, the first item is an Ordinance amending Chapter 24–Alderman Hunter just spoke of it–changing our Chronic Nuisance Ordinance from 60 days to 90 days.  Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move.

ALDERMAN JONES:
Second it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Jones that would Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.

 CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  A motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move, Mayor Epstein.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Jones to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter (Just another helpful tool we offer to the Police Department.  Vote aye.); Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE II OF CHAPTER 24, SECTION 24-31A OF THE 

CITY CODE OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE RE: CHRONIC NUISANCE PROPERTY

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  The next item is an Ordinance amending Chapter 32, Section 145 of the Code of the City.  The fines are being increased in order to keep them in line with the fines of the State.  So, this is an alignment of our fees with the State.  Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERMAN BARON: 
I so move.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Rich Browne to Suspend the Rules.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  A motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.  

ALDERMAN BARON: 
I would make that motion, Mayor.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Rich Browne.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32 ARTICLE IX, SECTION 145 OF THE 

CITY CODE OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  The next item is an Ordinance rescinding a handicapped parking space at 1422 E. Oak.  Do I have a motion to Suspend?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move, Mayor

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Tall to Suspend the Rules.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  A motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move, Mayor Epstein.  

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second, Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ENTITLED 

“RESCINDING HANDICAPPED PARKING” AT 1422 EAST OAK STREET

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  Item D, we will defer to Executive Session because it’s a contractual agreement that we will discuss in Executive Session.  Items E and F, ah, are Chapter 27.  It’s amending our Lateral Entry for police officers and fire fighters.  I think we can combine them both.  Do I have a motion to Suspend?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Yes, we can do that Mayor Epstein.  Motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with consideration of passage of these Ordinances at this time.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Osenga to Suspend the Rules.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman;  Jones; Davidson; Cox (12)  

PRESENT:   Stokes (1)

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Motion to place these Ordinances on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Osenga.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman;  Jones; Davidson; Cox (12)

PRESENT:   Stokes (1)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)  

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 27 ENTITLED “LATERAL ENTRY POLICE OFFICERS”

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 14 ENTITLED “LATERAL ENTRY FIREFIGHTERS”

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  The next item is an appointment.  Ah, we recently had Jane Potter who resigned from the Library Board because she and her husband have moved out of the City of Kankakee.  They’ve moved out of town.  Ah, I would like to appoint Elizabeth Gernon Lipofski.  She was born and raised in the City of Kankakee.  She is a teacher in Kankakee School District.  She is bi-lingual and she is young.  So, I think she would be a wonderful addition to our Library Board.  Do I have a motion to approve the appointment? 

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Mayor, I would move that the Council.....that we approve the appointment.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Jones to approve the appointment of Elizabeth Gernon Lipofski.  Roll call.   

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Hunter (How young?  MAYOR EPSTEIN:Younger than you and I.  Alderman Hunter:  Vote aye.); Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

ELIZABETH GERNON LIPOFSKI – KANKAKEE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  Moving onto Motions and Resolutions.  We have a Resolution authorizing the intervention in the appeal of the Valspar Corporation property taxes.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
So moved.

ALDERMAN COX:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Davidson, seconded by Alderman Cox to approve the Resolution.  Questions?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:Any possibility of any efforts to have a meeting of the minds?  I mean, we’ve done things for them.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Armstrong.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
And, we’ve done things for Armstrong.  And, then we somehow or another, the knife turns around and stabs us in the back.  And, without divulging a lot of information, has there been an overture at all?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
You may refer that discussion to Executive Session because it is Pending Litigation.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13) 

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INTERVENTION IN THE PENDING ASSESSMENT 

APPEAL OF VALSPAR CORPORATION DOCKET NO. 11-107, 108, 109, 110

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  The next item is a Resolution asking us to, ah, collaborate with the Department of Transportation.  They are upgrading our “Walk/Don’t Walk” lights at the intersections that are listed in the Resolution.  This is a significant dollar amount.  The project is about $274,000.00, but the City’s obligation is only $6,000.00 and, ah, I certainly think that that is a worthwhile upgrade.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Motion to approve, Mayor.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Thompson to approve the Resolution between the City of Kankakee and IDOT.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Hunter (Great....that’s great.  Vote aye.); Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

KANKAKEE AND THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO 

UPGRADE EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL WITH LED UNITS 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Before we adjourn to Executive Session, this is the time for Aldermen Comments or Questions.  Alderman Jones.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Ah, Mayor, I just want to let everybody know, who knows of the little children and everything, that the Gleaner’s organization will be putting on “Polar Express” on December 3, at the Paramount Theater, free to all family members, children or anybody that would like to come out and see “Polar Express.”  It’ll be our Christmas movie and the doors will open at 9:00 A.M.  The movie is at 10:00 A.M. 
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
December 3?

ALDERMAN JONES: 
December 3.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  Thank you, Alderman.  Any others?  Alderman Browne.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Ah, yes.  I was just wondering are we going to indistinguishable the events of Friday and over the weekend here.  Some of the negative things that have happened with the City or indistinguishable possibly.  We have some constituents here.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We’ll do it in Executive Session, Alderman.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Tall.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Yes, I’d like to mention that there’ll be a special call meeting of the Building and Code Department to, ah, reconsider Rental Inspections Ordinance on November 28, at 5:15 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Did everyone hear Mr. Tall........Alderman Tall?  November 28, Monday, 5:15 P.M., Building and Code Department meeting.........Committee meeting.

UNKNOWN:
Here?

CLERK DUMAS: 
Training Room.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  Alderman Swanson.  

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I just wanted to let everyone know we are putting on our Ordinance Committee meeting tomorrow night and Attorneys Bohlen and Power will both be there.  I thought it was the 29th, but it is, indeed, tomorrow.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Is that said to attract?

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I hope to attract.  It would be nice to have a quorum.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I wasn’t quite sure where you were going with that.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Me either.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Ah, I saw other hands up.  Anybody else?  Okay, a motion to adjourn to Executive Session.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
To discuss Personnel, Collective Bargaining and Pending Litigation.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
So moved.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford.  All those in favor, aye.  

MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS PERSONNEL,

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AND PENDING LITIGATION

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We are adjourned to Executive Session.

7:52 P.M.

8:22 P.M.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Do I have a motion to approve the agreement between the Environmental Services Utility and the Operating Engineers Local 399 AFL-CIO?

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
So moved.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the agreement between the Environmental Services Utility, the City of Kankakee and the International Union of Operating Engineers Local 399.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE: Hunter (I like the signing bonus.  I thought that was kind of unique, although it’s been done before, ah, but I thought it was kind of appropriate at this time.  Vote aye.); Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

ABSENT:   Brown (1)

CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF KANKAKEE AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES UTILITY HEREINAFTER CALLED THE INTERNATIONAL UNION OF OPERATING ENGINEERS LOCAL 399 (AFL-CIO)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  A motion to adjourn.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Mayor, before you.........could you have the Police Chief give us an update, ah, on the situation.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Oh, yes.  Okay.  I’m sorry.  I forgot.  Larry, would you like to just briefly describe what’s happened?

CHIEF REGNIER:
If you read the paper tonight, with the exception of, it was a hit type thing, that was.........that’s a pretty, ah, good summary of what happened.  Ah, basically, we had a gang-related shooting in the area of Greenview Avenue and Country Club Drive.  Ah, what’s unique about this one is that we’ve never had before is that an assault rifle they used during the shooting and found out today that during the autopsy he did die of the gunshot wound.  Ah, you know it’s.... the thing is we got, ah, no good solid suspects.  We have very few witnesses and getting a  little bit of trickle of information, but we are getting in, we’re running down to the end of it and, basically leading us nowhere at this time.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
This is the family that we used our Chronic Nuisance to remove from South Lincoln Avenue last year.  And, they relocated to Country Club Drive.  That was one of our few owner-occupied residences that we used to remove.

CHIEF REGNIER:
That was the second owner-occupied  we ever did.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yeah.  And, this was because of the two adult sons.  

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
So, this was the father that indistinguishable driver.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes, yeah, yeah.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Scary.  I did not know that.  Thank you very much.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  Thank you.  Motion to adjourn?

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
So moved.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Rich Browne, seconded by Larry.........Alderman Osenga.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed same sign.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Happy Thanksgiving!

8:25 P.M.
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