 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CITY OF KANKAKEE

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

JANUARY 3, 2012 7:00 P.M.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Good evening and Happy New Year.  I would like to call this meeting to order.  The first item on the agenda, I would like to ask Pastor Hazel Carroll of the Open Your Heart Ministry Bible Institute to come forward and lead us in prayer.

PASTOR CARROLL:
Good evening.  May we pray?  Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Father God tonight we come before You, we petition the throne room of  heaven.  And God we ask You tonight if You will bless this place, oh God.  Bless each and every one that stands in this place tonight, oh God.  Lord, we ask You tonight and we thank You for bringing us into 2012.  We give You praise and we give You honor for that because God, it truly is a privilege to be here in this new year.  And, oh God I ask You that every decision that is made in this room tonight, oh God, we ask God that You would just touch tonight, oh God.  Lord, since we are in a new year, there has to be some new solutions, there has to be some new ideas.  So, God, we just thank You and we praise You and ask You to just bless each and every one that’s here tonight.  Bless our Mayor tonight oh God and all the things that she has to do.  Lord, we ask You to bless each councilman, we ask You to bless each committeeman.  Lord, we ask You to bless each Alderman.  We bless You tonight oh God and ask You to bless everyone that’s in, ah, a power position tonight in this place, God.  Every decision that they have to make tonight, oh God, Lord let it be right.  And, oh God, we ask You to just touch their lives, touch their families.  Father, in the name of Jesus, we pray tonight.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Pastor.  At this time, I’d like to have a moment of silence.  Ah, we were notified today that former 1st Ward Alderman Jesse Frank passed away and I think we need to honor his time that he spent with the City and his commitment as well as our sincere sympathy and condolences to his family.  So, if we would have a moment of silence, please.    Pause
    Thank you.  At this time I would like the Kankakee High School boys’ varsity basketball team and their coaches to come forward and lead us in the Pledge.  They beat Bradley at the Kankakee Holiday Tournament.  We’d like to welcome them here this evening.  Whenever you’re ready.

KANKAKEE HIGH SCHOOL BOY’S VARSITY BASKETBALL 

TEAM – CALEB BAKER; ALVIN BRADDOCK; KEYMANI GILES; 

KENT KINNERSLEY; MARTAVIUS LASTER; LAVONTAE LEE; 

KYLE LOY; RAYVON MALLET; DEQUILLIS MARSHALL;  

LAJOBIE MOSELY; TOMMIE SHERMAN; JOHN SMITH; 

BRYANT TANZY; JORDAN WINFIELD; AND COACHES 

TIM GENTRY; RONNIE WILCOX; AND JERRY WILLS AND ALL:
Pledge of Allegiance

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you. We’ve come to the public comment portion of the agenda.  We have your names here.  I will call you up in the order that you signed in.  Please give us your name when you come to the microphone.  Direct your comments to me.  Comments are limited to five minutes.  No personal attacks upon City Council members, staff or other persons in attendance or absent will be permitted.  In addition, discussion of matters which are currently under legal review will not be permitted.  The first person to sign in was Craig Blanchette.

CRAIG BLANCHETTE:
Thank you, Mayor.  I have just a couple announcements on behalf of Aqua Illinois this evening.  The first is, at the last Council meeting, I passed out a flyer.  It’s an informational flyer that’ll be going to all the customers in the City in their water bill for the next 30 days or so throughout the month of January.  Just, basically, ah, it’s a new remittance address for someone  who would mail their payment or if the bank sends the payment online.  And, so, ah, if you get your bill and you pay with them in an envelope that’s already labeled, there aren’t going to be any changes.  Simply, if you have a bank that pays the bill that way you’d want to let them know ‘cause you would like them to get your payment, right? So, ah, any questions about that I’d be happy to answer them.  If anybody needs extra copies, I’d be happy to provide those as well.  The second announcement I’d like to make is Aqua’s making a change, ah, really an improvement, to the services we provide for the City and the City residents that get sewer and garbage  billings from Aqua.  And, that is that we’re going to statement billing as opposed to a postcard.  And, so now your bill, when it comes through Aqua, at some point here in January the conversion will take place.  It’ll be in an envelope.  It’ll be sealed and it will be provided with an envelope to be sent back as well, the same as your water bill is.  And, there’s really three benefits to this.  One is, it’s obviously more confidential if you don’t want anybody seeing how much your usage is for your sewer bill or whatever the case might be.  It’ll all be sealed up just like your water bill is.  The other thing is, I know, in past like franchise meeting, people have asked, I really wish I could get my water bill and my sewer bill on the same date.  Well, I can’t guarantee it’ll always come on the same date, but it certainly will be much, you know, much, much easier to do that now.  Because the bills will be sent from the same location.  They’ll be run in concurrent batches and things like that.  So, the odds are that you probably will get ‘em on the same date or very, very close.  And, then the last thing and probably maybe the most beneficial aspect of it for the City is that, ah, now if the City would elect to put messages on the bill.  There’s so many characters you can put on there to say, you know, whatever the rates might change or whatever the case might be.  Or, ah, we can also have the ability to put in an insert, so if you want to put a flyer in there announcing something else in the City, you can do that.  We’re still researching what the cost would  be to do that.  And, I’m still waiting for a response on that.  But, at least now you’ll have the opportunity.  And, certainly whatever it is, may be more cost effective than mailing a separate mailer out on its own.  So, there is an additional cost to Aqua for doing that, but I wouldn’t be doing my job if I didn’t say that we were not going to pass that onto the City and allow the City to benefit from the improved service without the extra cost.  So, anyone have any questions?  Mayor, do you have any questions?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
No.  Thank you.  

CRAIG BLANCHETTE:
 All right.  Everyone has my number if there’s a need please call and I’ll be happy to explain anything in more detail.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  The next person, Steve Bertrand.  

STEVE BERTRAND:
Thank you, ladies and gentlemen.  I just had a couple of things I wanted to bring your attention to on behalf of the library.  First, ah, as you probably all know, our carpeting is in and I just wanted to, ah, thank all of you for the support that you gave us out of your Capital Improvement funds.  We would not have been able to do it and I hope you all can come over and see how it looks.  We’re really pleased with it.  So, thank you on behalf of myself, the staff, the patrons and our Board.  I also wanted to bring your attention to, ah, the handout that I put on your desks.  Former Secret Service Agent, Timothy McCarthy will be visiting the library on Thursday, January 19, 2012, at 7:00 P.M.  He is now the Orland Police Chief and he, ah, is the only Secret Service Agent to actually be shot while protecting the President.  Ah, as those of you who are old enough like me to remember, President Regan was shot at by a deranged person.  And, ah, Secret Service Agent McCarthy actually leapt in front of the bullet,  was shot and probably, ah, saved President Regan’s life, kept him from being the fifth president to be assassinated.  Ah, so, in this day and age, when everybody is concerned about people’s political views and what side of the political spectrum you fall, I think it’s important, especially for our young people, tell your young people about this, that gentleman wasn’t asked what political point of view he had.  He wasn’t asked, ah, you know, where he stood on the budget.  The bullets started flying, his job was to protect that guy over there trying to get in the limousine and that’s exactly what he did.  So, ah, please come out on January 19, at 7:00 P.M. and I think it’ll be a very informative evening.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Steve.  Larry Enz.

LARRY ENZ:
Good evening.  Ah, my name is Larry Enz, and I’m the Township Supervisor for Kankakee Township and Kraftdale sits in my Township.  It does not sit in the City.  Ah, I’m here on behalf of speaking for the people of Kraftdale tonight.  And, I’d just like to bring a couple of things to your attention.  First of all, ah, since 1997 Alderman Baron’s firm has represented Brown and Brown who, according to, ah, past statements, Russell Brown is a partner in this firm.  And, I would request that Mr. Baron excuse himself from voting for this ‘cause I think it would be a conflict of interest.  I’d also like to bring to the attention of the Alderman that as of 12-31-2011, Mr. Russel hasn’t even paid his real estate taxes on this property.  These real estate taxes were sold at the last tax sale.  So, that doesn’t bode good for him being a good citizen.  He’s stated that he’s going to improve.  I don’t believe him.  Also, ah, as a last resort, in the original hearing there was a stipulation that he could have no signage there outside of his street number of 2250.......2450, I believe.  In the last hearing that stipulation was dropped.  At the very, very least I would like these Aldermen to reinstate that stipulation that he has no signage, ah, indicating that it’s a crematorium.  For one thing, I hardly believe it’s going to make a difference to his business.  Ah, very few people are going to be driving down Grinnell Road and, ah, say, hey look, there’s a crematorium.  Let’s pull in and make some arrangements.  I really don’t think that would affect his business whatsoever.  But, overall, I urge the Council not to vote for this.  Thank you.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Could I just.......could I just ask you a question ‘cause I don’t know what you’re talking about.

LARRY ENZ:
Okay, the information I’ve been given, it says that your firm, since 1997, has represented Brown and Brown Funeral Home.  And, ah, Russel Jensen is a partner in that.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Brown and Brown Funeral Home.  Okay.  All right.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Randy Knickerbocker.  And, I believe, is it your wife that has signed in, also.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:
Yeah, but, ah....

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
You’ll just speak?

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:
I’ll just talk.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:
Hi.  My name is Randy Knickerbocker.  I own the land.....I own a lot right next–adjacent to this so-called crematorium, warehouse, whatever it is this week and, I’ve just got a few things I’d like to bring up.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:
And, I thank you for your time.  I’d like to know why the demolition order that was on this building has never been enforced?  Last Tuesday I was at a meeting and it said that it was still there.  The demolition order is still there.  Why isn’t it being enforced?  Okay, Mr. Jensen said that his architect said that the building is structurally sound enough to go ahead and continue with it.  Has the City’s architect looked at this building at all?  ‘Cause I know you all got one because we are presently trying to build a church on Jeffery.  It’s actually out of the ground now and, we had to jump through hoops to get that thing up out of the ground and it seems like that’s not the way it is here.  I know you guys have an architect because we had to go through them and I’m just curious if, ah, if he’s looked at that building.  Is it in shape?  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Sir, I don’t usually respond, but let me just clarify for you that if this should pass tonight, then the process that your church had to go through as far as our plan review, which is I believe that’s what you had to do.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:
Oh, yeah.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
He will have to follow the same procedures.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:
Okay. This has to do with the sign and it probably doesn’t even have to be said again, but, ah, I also agree that I’ve never heard of anybody going out shopping for a crematorium.  Usually, that comes through your funeral home or wherever you’re having your services or whatever.  They normally would take care of that.  Nobody.........I am 56 years old. I have never even thought, you know, like going to a crematorium and saying, hey, how much for the urn today?  So, how much is it to, ah, to burn me up tomorrow?  Can I get a two for one special if my wife dies the same day?  You know, I’m just curious.  That stuff.......I don’t believe that stuff happens and I don’t believe we need a sign out there.  If you’re going to approve this, please don’t let him put a sign up there, all right?  I’m trying to sell this lot and I’ve had two people turn me down now once they find out there’s a possible use of a crematorium going in next door.   Okay, now the condition of that lot for the last how many ever years.  I know there’s promises that, oh, it’ll be cleaned.  It’ll be cleaned right up.  Everything will look nice and fine with bushes and everything.  Why was it only moved....or why was it only mowed twice last year.  Stuff was moved around, steel was put on the inside of the building which is now being blown around by the wind.  Plants were growing out of the furnace.  This place is not being taken care of.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I think we may have cleaned it.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:
What say?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
If I’m not mistaken, I think we may have cleaned it.  I’m not sure, but I know he got citations.  Multiple citations over the years.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:
That was going to be my next point was when I owned my construction company here a few years ago, I switched from working nights to days so I had to give my construction company up.  When I had that, I remodeled........was remodeling a house on Fourth Avenue, buying building permits, plumbing permits, electrical permits, all kinds of permits, the building department couldn’t wait to get over there to ticket me for not having enough trash.........for having trash in the yard.  I got a ticket for that within weeks of starting this project.  This has been going on for years.  Why isn’t  this stuff.......why isn’t it the same all the way around the City?  Why do other people get different advantages?  And, here is the last thing I’ve got to say.  If you all do approve this, who’s going to come out there in three years if it’s a dump in three years?  What are we going to do then?  You’ve approved it, nothing changed, he’s got his business, same ol’, same ol’.

7:14 P.M.
Alderman Thompson arrives

7:14 P.M.
James Gordon arrives

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you very much.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:
Thanks for your time.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
You’re welcome.  Ah, Rayleen Harris.

RAYLEEN HARRIS:
Mayor, City Councilmen.  I believe we do need the rental inspections and Landlord Licenses.  I thoroughly believe it.  I acknowledge we have good landlords.  We have bad.  We also need the landlords to cooperate by realizing that they have a responsibility to the neighborhood.  When they buy a property, they allow people to live in it, the rest of us have to live with them.  The landlords generally are nowhere near.  Some of the things that happen would curl your hair.  It....it can be a very unpleasant situation.  I sympathize with the landlords.  I understand that people tear their properties up as fast as they fix ‘em.  But, somehow, they’re going to have to devise a method to get better tenants into their properties.  I think that most likely the tenants need to be held responsible more so than they are now.  There needs to be more control over how many people are in these rental units.  Many times we see a young lady move in with maybe two little kids.  Within a month, there’s a steady parade of people wandering in and out.  They hang around outside.  We can’t even go in our houses and shut the door and get away from it.  The noise comes in with you.  We shouldn’t have to listen to foul mouths, loud music and all kinds of things goin’ on outside that we don’t like.  So I thoroughly think that we need these rental inspections if we’re going to attract new businesses and better people to live in Kankakee we have to bring our housing stock up to par.  And, it isn’t now–a lot of it.  I know there’s a lot of nice properties, but when you get an old neighborhood, you’re more apt to have the old houses. They’re buyin’ ‘em cheap.  They’re fixin’ ‘em cheap.  They fall apart shortly after they’re fixed because they were only covered up.  It wasn’t really fixed.  And, we do need the inspections regardless of what many of the landlords are saying that it’s going to break ‘em if they have to pay a $60.00 license fee.  I don’t think it will.  And, I don’t think they’re going to sell their properties and move away tomorrow. Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Mike O’Brien.

MIKE O’BRIEN:
Good evening, Mayor Epstein and members of the Council.  My name is Mike O’Brien and I am a resident of the 2nd Ward and also work in the 2nd Ward.  I’ve got two items I want to raise tonight.  The first relates to my, ah, experience over the holidays.  I had a number of family and friends in for the holidays, some of whom grew up in the area, some of whom were not from the area.  And, they had great things to say about downtown Kankakee and Kankakee in general and I wanted to come and share those things with you.  Specifically, they noticed seemingly little things like the winter plantings that KDC and the City did together.  Ah, things that make a great difference and really stand out visually and add to the appearance of downtown and the City in general.  Ah, they also mentioned the new awnings on some of the buildings in the KDC district and the City in general and how that added to the ascetics of the area and thought that was wonderful and then some of them had been to–in the summertime–the Farmer’s Market and said that that was just, in their opinion, a wonderful addition to the City–kind of a unique event in the County.  The kind of thing that brings people to, ah, Kankakee when maybe they wouldn’t come otherwise.  So, those were a few things that were mentioned and I........you know, I guess I had taken for granted.  But, they’re wonderful things that I know happen every week and happen all the time in the City and in the KDC area.  But, I wanted to come and commend you and KDC for those things that are happening.  The second thing I have to mention is the HomeStar Education Foundation Scholarship Program.  As you may know, I work at HomeStar Bank in our Kankakee office and this is the time of year when we begin soliciting applications for our scholarship programs.  We have three programs.  The first is our general program for anyone who’s a customer’s kid or grand kid.  But, we also have programs that, one is that we partnership with the local branch of the NAACP for any students who are their members that are graduating from high school.  And, the third program is a partnership with the local Hispanic Partnership Group for anyone who is a member of their organization and is graduating from high school.  We accept applications for all three.  In fact, a single person could apply for all three and get all three.  We’ve never had that, but it could happen.  So, just wanted to bring that to your attention.  If you have any constituents who are graduating from high school, I urge you to apply.  The application deadline is roughly mid-February and the applications are available on the HomeStar Bank website as well as the school counselors have all the applications and all of our bank branches have them as well.  So, just wanted to share that and if you have anyone you can encourage to apply it’s much obliged.   Thank you.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
How much is the scholarship again?

MIKE O’BRIEN:
Ah, there’s different amounts.  Each one is different.  I don’t know the exact dollars to give you.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Okay, thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Stacy Gall.

STACY GALL:
Good evening. My name is Stacy Gall and I live in the 2nd Ward on Greenwood Avenue.  I’m the newly elected President of the Riverview Historic District and I came here tonight to say thanks to Public Works for hanging up our beautiful wreaths all around our neighborhood.  They look so beautiful and they really just made us look ready for our Christmas house walk which I wanted to share some of our successes with you guys tonight.  Ah, we really stepped up our advertising this year and we had an ad in the Chicago Tribune.  Also, a small ad in the Midwest Living Magazine.  And, it brought lots of people down from the suburbs of Chicago and we had over 400 people come through our five beautiful homes.  Ah, we really used the Frank Lloyd house as an angle to get people to come down here.  And, it was just amazing seeing people see the beauty that I see in our neighborhood.  And, ah, I think that our house walk does more than just raise money for us to do things to our neighborhood.  It really makes people dream about living here for a little while.  So, I just wanted to say thank you for everybody that came out this year, and, ah, what we’re doing with our money is, ah, right now we’re buying trees to replace trees that we’ve lost to diseases and storms and these are really old trees so, it’s a really good thing to restore the area’s beauty.  Ah, we also would also love to find ways to reach out, not just to our area, but to the entire City.  So, we’re looking for ways to reach out a little bit.  So, thanks again, to anybody that came out to support us.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Stacy, how many trees–I think, haven’t you done 60?

STACY GALL:
Ah, well we’re gonna’ do a total of 60.  We’ve done 20 so far over the fall and I think each season we’re just gonna’ do a chunk of 20, so........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Good.  Thank you.  Bill Yohnka.

BILL YOHNKA:
I just had a couple quick items to mention.  Ah, the first of which is in continuing with what we’re trying to do to build connections with our Kankakee School District, ah, if any of you are affiliated with Realtors in our City or around our County, ah, I have postcards here and feel free to take them to those folks.  We’re having a Realtor’s breakfast at the Lincoln Cultural Center on January 19, at 8:30 in the morning ‘til 9:30 and what we plan to do is give our folks in the real estate business a good story to tell about some of the things that are happening in our school district.  I think sometimes the positive stories get overlooked.  So, we will be doing that on the 19th.  If anybody needs more information, please get in touch with me, but it’s a good partnership between the City, Connie Legris, at the Realtor’s Association and the school district.  Also, working with parents in our PTO programs, as well.  Ah, also, as a member of the Kankakee Holiday Tournament Committee we had a very, very successful year and we want to thank all of the people who came out for that this year.  A huge amount of community support and it was great to see the community coming together, ah, the last night of the tournament.  We had McNamara, Bradley, Herscher, Kankakee all playing on the same night and all those people in the gym a lot of times at the same time.  And, I know how much the Mayor tries to build this community cooperation with the other Mayors and things, but boy does it feel good to beat Bradley.  So, we, ah........and, speaking of that, I wish some of the guys were still here because, ah, I think it was nice to have them here tonight.  I’ve gotten a chance to get to know some of those guys and really, ah, they’re some young people that we should be proud that are affiliated and have the word Kankakee written across their chests because I think they represent us very well in what they do on the basketball floor and also in school and in the community.  So, ah, I think sometimes the kids get a bad rap, but I think it’s good that we pointed out some good ones.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Bill.  Moving on.  I will amend the agenda.  We will take care of Unfinished Business prior to doing, ah, Petitions.   Roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:  Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga;  Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  


ABSENT: Linneman (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:   Regnier; Harmon; Spice; Bohlen; Power; Simms; Tyson; Banasiak; Cross; Gordon; Bertrand; Yohnka (12) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  I will entertain a motion to approve the minutes of the December 19, 2011, meeting.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Hearing no objections, ah, from my colleagues I move they be approved as recorded.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Osenga to approve the minutes of the December 19, meeting.  Any corrections or additions?  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign. 

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF  DECEMBER 19, 2011

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The minutes are approved.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I have a question Mayor Epstein.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
You indicated that you were going to address the Unfinished Business, ah, item before Petitions.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s correct.  We need to do that.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
That’s the settlement agreement we discussed last time.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I remember there was a discussion.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
The reason that that has to be done is that’s process by which this case came back through to the Planning Board.  So, in order for us to........I mean we tacitly agreed to it and that’s why.....why we’re here.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Well, we can’t take an official vote and I think we discussed this during, ah, Executive Session.  Am I correct?  Am I correct?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Well, for...........to the extent that I can acknowledge we discussed anything in Executive Session, I’m not disagreeing with what you said.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I understand.  I understand.  Ah, if my memory serves me, I vaguely remember that matter came up.  Ah, but I’m not sure if we said yes because we can’t take a vote during Executive Session, but, ah, we’ll address this matter as Mayor has indicated.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We will do Unfinished Business at this time.  Do I have a motion to approve the settlement agreement between Russel Jensen and the City of Kankakee?

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Osenga to approve the settlement agreement between the City and Russel Jensen.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Browne, R.; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Davidson (6)  


NAY: Hunter; Jones; Cox (3)


PRESENT:   Brown; Stokes (2) 

ABSTAIN: Baron (I’m going to abstain, not because I know that I have a conflict of interest.  What was mentioned at the public comment session is the first I ever heard of this.  I don’t have a lot of time between five minutes ago and right now to check with my firm to see if there’s any truth to any of this.  I don’t think I have a conflict, but I’d rather err on the side of being conservative about it rather than voting on it.  So, I’m sorry, but I’m going to have to abstain for the moment.); Thompson (2)


ABSENT: Linneman (1)

APPROVAL OF SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN RUSSEL JENSEN 

AND THE CITY OF KANKAKEE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
So, the motion carries.  Thank you.  Moving onto Petitions.   The minutes of the Planning Board meeting are available on the City’s website and are information only.  Moving onto item PB11-05, an application by Russel Jensen requesting a Conditional Use Permit.  Ah, Mr. Cross, would you like to speak to the Planning Board’s recommendations?

CLIFF CROSS:
I would be happy to Mayor.  If you recall, this is a case that you had acted on before.  This request is exactly the same as the original request to operate a stand-alone crematorium at Mr. Jensen’s property on Grinnell Road.  As you all know, the I-2 Heavy Industrial zoning districts require what’s known as a Conditional Use Permit to operate this type of business.  In the previous request, there were a number of conditions that were included in the original Ordinance and you heard them talk about tonight.  Those are all the same with the exception of two conditions.  As Mr. Enz had indicated, there was a request to add a sign to the, ah, to the property.  I think it’s worth noting that the sign has conditions to it as well.  Specifically, the condition for the sign is that it has to be a monument sign.  It cannot exceed 25 square feet in size.  It cannot be any higher than five feet and it must face Eastgate Industrial Boulevard.  The intent of that is to conceal it from the residential subdivision to the rear.  So, it will be visible only from Eastgate Industrial Boulevard. The other condition is that Mr. Jensen has to receive the certificate of occupancy within 180 days of the approval of the plans and the issuance of the building permit.  Originally, the requirement  was 120 days.  The, ah, Planning Board thought it was reasonable to grant Mr. Jensen the same amount of time, which is six months, to complete the work on a building permit and obtain an occupancy certificate as any other job.  So, that was changed from 120 days to 180 days. If  Mr. Jensen does not complete that work, then we have the option to request a revocation of the Condition Use Permit and stop the work.  Ah, the Planing Board made a recommendation by seven votes yes to zero no votes to recommend approval of this request based upon their belief that it was not detrimental to the neighborhood and was consistent with the underlying zoning district.  It is consistent with the provisions of the Comprehensive Plan.  And, it is consistent with the land use elements of the Comprehensive Plan.  So, based on that, they make a recommendation of approval.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Mr. Cross.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Mayor, ah.....

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Mr........Alderman Browne.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
May I, ah.....may I ask that we put this on First Read since Alderman Baron is having..........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Actually, the first item would be to accept the Findings.  The Ordinance will go on First Reading tonight.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Very good.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
If the Findings are accepted.  Any other questions for Mr. Cross?  I see some.......okay..........we’re all right?  Then I would entertain a motion to accept the Findings and the Recommendations of the Planning Board.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
So moved.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Rich Browne, seconded by Alderman Swanson to accept the Findings and Recommendations of the Planning Board.  Roll call.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Wait a minute.  Wait a minute.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Questions?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Yeah.  I think so.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I got.........ah, it’s interesting that with all due respect to our Planner, outstanding young man, knows his business, ah, has done an admirable job in this position, ah, in the Planning Department indistinguishable  and overseeing Code as well, too.  Ah, got a couple questions.  I assume everybody’s read the minutes.  Can I see the raise of hands of everybody who read the minutes?  I know that, ah, on an important matter like this you have read the minutes.  Can I see the raise of hands of people who’ve read the minutes?  Can I see, again, a raise of hands of people who have read the minutes?  My seat mate, pardon.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
It was just handed to me.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Pardon?

ALDERMAN JONES: 
It was just handed to us tonight as I walked in.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
It was on line.  It was on line.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Yeah, but I haven’t had a computer in a long time.  I’m sorry.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay.  It appears that when you’re going to vote on matters that you receive information, you receive minutes, it’s my understanding they were emailed Friday.  But I took, ah, time today to read the 52 pages of the minutes on the Planning Board.  So, I think I know what I’m talking about because I read the minutes.  And, I’ll have a learned opinion when I vote against this, the findings of fact.  Ah, looking at the minutes here, ah, I was looking at a statement made by Counselor Shapiro, ah, where he says on page 11, ah, “I think it’s fair to say, Berry,” he’s talking to Barry McCracken who’s a member of the Planning Board, he says, “I think it’s fair to say, Berry, there are no emissions which escape.”  And, I’ll just...........you guys can read that.  Was that correct in terms of what I read?  Is that what it says on page 11?  Is that correct?

UNKNOWN:
Yes.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay.  Moving over to page 15, where, ah, starting at line 13 on page 15, line 13.  Chairman Cowhig.  She says, and there’s a question about emissions.  Ah, “This is on page 2 of the document,” and I guess she’s referring.....responding to somebody.  She says, “This is on page 2 of the operating,” blah, blah, blah, blah, blah.  And, anyway........anyway, what she’s actually talking about, she references, ah, the admissions and it speaks to one and a half pounds an hour or 6.6 tons a year.  And, Mr. Bohlen responded, “That’s the maximum.”  So, it kind of refutes what Mr. Shapiro has indicated when he says on page 11, ah, Mr. Shapiro says to Mr. McCracken, “I think it’s fair to say, Berry, there are no emissions which escape.”  Is that a right assessment?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
No.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I expect you to say that, but I know that’s the maximum.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
I don’t know why you expect me to say anything except I’m the one that said that’s the maximum.  There is a permit involved here.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I understand.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
And, the permit says, this is the maximum that can be emitted.  It doesn’t say that anything is going to be emitted.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Well.........

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
It says that’s the maximum that could be.  That’s all.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Chris, and that’s a fair statement.  But, let me just say this to you.  I....I think what is indicated here and.....and based on the discussions during the Planning Board meeting, there shall be some emissions.  You don’t have a smoke stack unless there’s going to be some kind of emissions.  You know, I got a fireplace.  I got a chimney on top of my house.  It’s reasonable to assume that some fire and smoke is gonna’ come out of that chimney.  Ah, looking at another page, I call your attention to, ah, Mr. Bohlen on page 26.  Take a look at page 26.  And, we’re taking a look at page 26 up at line two where Mr. Bohlen speaks.  “But I think realistically one of the issues before the Council, as you are aware,” and, this is Mr....our chief Counsel, “as you are aware, is the previous conditions of the property and its ongoing maintenance.”  I think, Chris, and I’m not trying to interpret what you’re saying, but I’m just uttering your words and repeating ‘em, by virtue of the initial Planning Board meeting, there was ample individuals who are from Kraftdale who had concerns about the condition of the property.  Ah, and, I think Mr. Banasiak responded to questions I posed to him regarding the number of.......of citations which had been issued to Mr. Jensen.  Were there citations issued to Mr. Jensen, Mr. Banasiak, on the condition of the property?

JIM BANASIAK:
There has been.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Ah, Mr.........

JIM BANASIAK:
Work orders have been issued to clean the property up.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay.  Do you want to repeat that again?  I didn’t quite hear that.

JIM BANASIAK:
I said there has been work orders that have been issued to the Public Works Department to clean the property also.

ALDERMAN BROWNE:
And, when was that Mr. Banasiak?  What was the date of those?

JIM BANASIAK:
End of the summer. The last one, I believe, was at the end of the summer.

ALDERMAN BROWNE:
Was that prior to or after our last, ah, meeting here where it was turned down?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I’m goin’ to get my time back, right?  I mean, Mr. Browne is.......   

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I’m watching.

ALDERMAN BROWNE:
He’s got about a minute.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Let me say further. Last time I posed questions to Mr. Banasiak, these issues  had been prevalent for years and not just a unique period of time.  I posed questions to him as to the number of code officials who had cited Mr. Jensen’s property for disrepair so to speak in terms of garbage, refuse, etc., at that location.  And, what I’m here to say, ladies and gentlemen, ah, is that the people in that particular area have concerns about, ah, the condition of the property.  He’s not a good corporate citizen, ah, you know, I think Mr., ah, Enz just made reference to the taxes were bought.  Ah, there’s an order of demolition issued by, ah, the courts.  I think Judge Tungate.  He thumbed his nose, didn’t even attend court and, but yet and still, we’re goin’ give this guy what he requests.  You know, there was a gentleman who just–I think Mr. Knickerbocker indicated that when he crossed the line, ah, he got a citation.  I’m just saying that, ah, this guy’s not good for business.  He keeps referencing Tim Gernon–Clancy Gernon Funeral Home.  You know, I know Tim Gernon and Mr. Jensen, you’re definitely not, ah, Mr. Gernon in terms of his.........your abilities and professionalism.  Never would Mr. Gernon ever do what you’re doing here and what you have done to the City.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Mayor.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I’ve still got my time.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
No, you’re past it.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
No, he’s not.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
No?  Okay.  Can you tell me how much time we do have?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
indistinguishable and when I’m over my time, I’ll relinquish it.  Let me say further in ending my comments, that, ah, Mr. Shapiro, on page 36 it says here, ah, “I understand the politics of the....”  Let me go a little further down.  Page 36, line 20 where it says here, Mr. Shapiro says, I understand the politics of the situation, but what I’m asking for you to do, urging you, is give him the same consideration as he’s entitled to.”  I’m not understanding where the politics are, Mr. Shapiro......as he walks out the door.  

UNKNOWN: 
He got a phone call. 

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay.  Anyway, you know, I’m just, I would ask you guys to, ah, vote your conscience, do what you gotta’ do, ah, but when people have called you, people have come before this Council and said they’re not for this particular, ah, petition, I would advise you to listen to the people.  You never go wrong.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  Thank you, Alderman.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Mayor, I do have a comment.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Browne.  

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Ah, I would like to–in Russel’s defense–ah, he did come and talk to me personally and, ah, we did discuss the property and the, ah, the condition of it.  And, would like to assure everybody here that I spoke with Russel and told him that I would not be in favor of this unless that property was brought up to speed, at which point he did go and get a small dozer I understand and he straightened it out and I actually went and filmed it.  The property was up to par until this City Council turned down the Conditional Use Permit.  From there forward, I believe, I have not been back to the property and I just wanted to let everybody know that at one point that property had been brought back to the condition that at least I required in order to vote for it.  So, I want everybody to know that it isn’t just blindly that we do these things.  We actually listen to the Planning Board.  We actually go out and stand physically on the property and look at this.  And, I actually did talk with Russel Johnson.  So, despite what’s being said here, ah, I would encourage the City Council to vote with the Planning Board and move forward.  Thank you, Mayor.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, I have pictures of the property and I........I even went out to the property as well, too, and there was trash still on the property.  So, ah, I’m glad he came and talked to somebody on the City Council.  He didn’t talk to Alderman Brown, he didn’t talk to me.  And, we’re the legal.......legally elected individuals for that property.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  Alderman Jones.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
I’d like to know, since Mr. Banasiak said that the City went out and made, you know, ah, clean up his property, maybe mowed the grass, or picked up the weeds, I don’t know what they were doing.  Did he pay those fines that he had?  All the fines were paid? 

JIM BANASIAK:
Yeah.  

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Everything he owed has been paid?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
And, that’s a condition of the Conditional Use Permit also.  

ALDERMAN JONES: 
And, it’s okay that he didn’t pay his property taxes on the property?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Property taxes can be.........he has the right of redemption if those weren’t paid for a period........there’s no tax deed that’s issued for period of two years after the sale.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
He’s still the current owner, that’s what you’re saying.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Are there any other questions?  We have a motion on the floor and a second to accept the Findings and the Recommendations of the Planning Board.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Browne, R.(For the second time, yes.); Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Davidson (6)  


NAY: Hunter; Thompson; Stokes; Jones; Cox (5)


PRESENT: Brown (1)


ABSTAIN: Baron (1)


ABSENT: Linneman (1)

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

PB11-05(2) – AN APPLICATION BY RUSSEL JENSEN REQUESTING A 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ESTABLISH AND OPERATE A CREMATORIUM 

AT THE PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS 2450 GRINNELL ROAD

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  I’d like a motion to place the Ordinance on its First Reading.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Rich Browne to place the Ordinance on its First Reading.  Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Seconded by Alderman Swanson to place the Ordinance on First Reading.  Questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Browne, R.; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Davidson (6)  


NAY: Hunter; Thompson; Stokes; Jones; Cox (5)


PRESENT:   Brown (1)

ABSTAIN:  Baron (I’m abstaining pending further inquiry into this alleged conflict.) (1)  


ABSENT: Linneman (1)

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO RUSSEL JENSEN 

TO ALLOW FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF A CREMATORIUM 

AT THE PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS 2450 GRINNELL ROAD

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Moving onto Communications, you’ll see this is our first request for the new year.  Judy and Gerry Kilbride are requesting permission to hold their annual Kilbride Family Classic on June 17, 2012, at Cobb Park.  Do I have a motion to approve?   

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Motion to approve.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Jones, seconded by Alderman Stokes to approve their request.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

GERRY AND JUDY KILBRIDE ARE REQUESTING PERMISSION TO HOST THEIR 

ANNUAL KILBRIDE FAMILY CLASSIC 5K ROAD RACE/2-MILEWALK FOR AUTISM 

ON SUNDAY, JUNE 17, 2012 STARTING AT 8:00 A.M. UNTIL 10:30 A.M. AT COBB PARK

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The motion carries.  The request is approved.  There are no Standing Committees.  Do I have a motion to approve the Report of Officers?

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
I move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $964,931.22.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the Report of Officers.  Are there any questions?  Roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Jones; Davidson; Cox (12)  


ABSTAIN: Stokes (1)


ABSENT:   Linneman (1)

REPORTS OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $964,931.22 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Motion carries.   Moving onto New Business.  Ah, Assistant Chief Harmon.  We have a recommendation to accept the FEMA Grant on behalf of the Fire Department.  It’s always a pleasure when our departments write and are successful in obtaining grants.  Would you like to speak to the grant please?

DAVE HARMON:
The grant was applied for in October of this year.  It’s a vehicle exhaust extraction system.  It’s a direct extraction system.  It takes the exhaust directly from the vehicle from a tailpipe to a hose up through the ceiling outside of the building.  We currently have a system that just works on filters that are hung from the ceiling.  And, it’s not as effective.....as effective as it should be.  This grant will bring us into compliance indistinguishable 1500 and some of the indistinguishable regulations.   They’re required in new buildings, but we obtained this grant to retrofit our current buildings for two vehicles for each station.  It will cover every emergency vehicle that we have in the stations at this time. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  When I took a tour of the Fire Stations, this was one of the items that Chief Young pointed out to me and because of the success of obtaining this grant, ah, this relieves the Capital Fund of having to retrofit the stations using our bond money.  So, these grants are very important and, ah, I appreciate the Fire Department pursuing this money.  Do I have a motion to accept the grant?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, before I make a motion to approve, ah, ah, this matter, ah, and I know it’s kind of out of order  with respect to parliamentary procedures, but Chief Harmon, ah, this grant is about $82,000.00.  Is that correct?

DAVE HARMON:
$82,200.00.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
And, there’s a 10% match, is that correct?

DAVE HARMON:
That’s correct.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay.  And, who authored that.......this, ah, grant?

DAVE HARMON:
Primarily myself.  I got some assistance from our office staff.  And, I’m kind of in charge of the grant writing.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Kudos to you. I just wanted to give you a few strokes there.  It’s not often that people get a big thank you.

DAVE HARMON:
Well, it wasn’t just me.  I had some help with it.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I know you did.  And, I just wanted........I talked with Chief Young about this matter and we just wanted to make sure that everybody realized that, ah, that Chief Harmon was the author of this FEMA Grant with some assistance, as he’s indicated, and there’s a 10% match.  Mayor Epstein, move we approve this........this matter.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Jones to approve the acceptance of the FEMA Grant on behalf of the Fire Department.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Jones; Davidson; Cox (12)  


ABSTAIN:
Stokes (1)


ABSENT:
Linneman (1)

RECOMMENDATION TO ACCEPT THE FEMA GRANT AWARD OF BEHALF OF 

THE KANKAKEE FIRE DEPARTMENT

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  The next item is an Ordinance amending Chapter 32, establishing a handicapped parking spot at 235 S. Sixth Avenue.  Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERMAN TALL:
I’ll make that motion, Mayor.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Second it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Stokes to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga;  Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  


ABSTAIN: Stokes (I mean aye, sorry aye.)


ABSENT: Linneman (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  A motion to place this Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN TALL:
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by..............

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
I’ll second that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
.......Alderman Thompson to place this Ordinance on Final Passage.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  


ABSENT: Linneman (Clerk Dumas:   I’m sorry, he’s absent. 


Alderman Hunter: Steve’s not talking.


Clerk Dumas:   I don’t want him to.


Unknown:   He’S been quiet all day.) (1) 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ESTABLISHING 

HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 235 SOUTH SIXTH AVENUE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda is an Ordinance declaring certain property surplus.  This property comes to us by way of the Kankakee Public Library.  Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move.  You’re supposed to do the 2nd Ward you guys.

ALDERMAN BROWNE:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Rich Browne to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  


ABSENT:   Linneman (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.  

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Motion to place on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Jones, seconded by Alderman Stokes to place this Ordinance on Final Passage.  Any questions?

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes.  

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Ah, I was at a meeting tonight where the Pembroke library had just gotten built.  And, I was just thinking of them.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
The.........they’re going to interface with Mayor and Carl Brown and I in the not too distant future, so.......

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Okay.  So they’re covered?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
They’re being indistinguishable right now.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We always like to try to help any of our neighboring communities as much as we can.  Especially as we move forward and surplus items.  So, we will be talking to them.  Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  


ABSENT:   Linneman (1)

ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS OF THE CITY OF 

KANKAKEE – KANKAKEE PUBLIC LIBRARY AND AUTHORIZING THE SALE THEREOF

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The last item on the agenda are Appointments.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Can we do those en masse?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Sure.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Anybody got any problem?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The Appointments are, ah, Alderman Baron to the County Building Commission; Willie Ames to the Police and Fire Commission; Tom Kapusta and Bill Yohnka to the Historic Preservation Commission; and, James Spice to the Police Pension Board.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Move to approve en masse those Appointments by Mayor Epstein.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Carl Brown.  Questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga;  Jones; Davidson; Cox (12) 


ABSTAIN:   Stokes (1) 


ABSENT:   Linneman (1)

KANKAKEE COUNTY BUILDING COMMISSION

DENNIS BARON – 2 YEAR TERM

POLICE AND FIRE COMMISSION

WILLIE AMES - 2 YEAR TERM

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

TOM KAPUSTA – 1 YEAR TERM

BILL YOHNKA – 1 YEAR TERM

POLICE PENSION BOARD

JAMES SPICE – 2 YEAR TERM

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Before.........we do not need an Executive Session tonight.  Before I ask for Aldermen’s Comments, ah, I was.........I spoke to Dr. Phil Hayes this afternoon and Riverside Hospital is planning a fundraiser for Tiffany Buckner on January 21, at 6:30 (P.M.) at Asbury Methodist Church. There will be more information to follow.  It will be a musical concert and the proceeds will go to Mrs. Buckner and her children.  As many of you know, she is an employee of Riverside.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Which church is this?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Asbury Methodist Church on Harrison.  At 6:30 (P.M.).  There will be tickets available at the door.  But, there will also be tickets if you would like to purchase, obviously, tickets and you may not be able to attend.  Ah, you may call Dr. Hayes’office, 935-8040, but there will be information that will be distributed to the community via the newspaper and the radio stations.  But, I wanted–we will not have a Council meeting before that event, so I did want to make you all aware of this fundraiser, ah, for her and her children.  Any comments or concerns?  Questions by the Aldermen?  If not, I will entertain a motion to adjourn.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
So moved.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Stokes.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We are adjourned.
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