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CITY COUNCIL MEETING

JANUARY 17, 2012     7:00 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Good evening.  I’d like to call this meeting to order, ah, and ask Dr. Franklin Garton from First Presbyterian Church of Kankakee to come forward and lead us in prayer.   

DR. FRANKLIN GARTON:
Let us pray.  Well Father, what should we talk about?  You have an honorable group of people around me.  They’ve been selected; they are honorable.  And,  we have a group of folks who have come to listen in and to present their petitions.  What should we ask about this night?  Father, would You help us, each one, to walk humbly  with You?  We would pray for each Council member.  Father, this is not a job for the faint-hearted.  We would pray for wisdom, honor during debate, during the deliberations that there would be solutions, that they would walk humbly with You. In all of our ways may we acknowledge You and lean not upon our own understandings, but let You pick the direction.  We would pray, Father, there would be no harm, we would pray for protection, we would pray, Father, that the influences would encourage the mind and the heart and the community.  What should we pray for?  We should pray, Father, for the humility of our own souls and the guidance from above for each and every one.  We ask in Thy  name.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you very much.   Now I would like to ask the students from Kankakee High School Students Against Destructive Behavior, ah, to come forward and lead us in the Pledge.  Do we have students here tonight?  Okay.  That’s okay.  I think we’ll just.........

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Alderman Schwade is here.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Schwade, where are you?  She just left.  She heard her name mentioned.  Our Police Chief and Fire Chief, lead us in the Pledge, please.

CHIEF REGNIER AND CHIEF YOUNG AND ALL:
Pledge of Allegiance 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.

CHIEF YOUNG:
Can we take our picture?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
You can just take yourselves.  Moving on, this is the public comment portion of the agenda.  Please give your name and direct your comments to the Mayor. Comments are limited to five minutes. No personal attacks upon City Council members, staff, or others in attendance or absent will be permitted.  In 

addition, discussion of matters which are currently under legal review will not be permitted. We have one signed in, ah, Marsha Hockenberry.  Would you like to come forward please?  

MARSHA HOCKENBERRY:
Hi, everyone.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Hi.

MARSHA HOCKENBERRY:
I’m Marsha Hockenberry and I’m the Director of Sales at the Hilton Garden Inn and RiverStone Conference Center here in Kankakee.  And, Bill Yohnka gave a suggestion that perhaps I should come out and explain, ah, it was in the paper earlier in the fall that we had lost our flag.  But, I just wanted to reassure everybody that we have our flag back.  We are under new management–Alliance Hospitality.  And, we have a new general manager, Dave Steiner.  And, we have expectations of renovations throughout the year for both the hotel and conference center to make it even more beautiful than it is right now.  2011 was our best year since the property opened and we’re hope for nothing but better in 2012.  And, I invite all of you come out, if you haven’t been there, for a site tour or give me a call we’ll have breakfast and I’ll walk you around the place and I’m sure our general manager would like to meet you as well.  So, please try to come out and see the property this year.  Thanks.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you very much.

7:06 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Roll call, please.

Deputy Clerk Toronjo:

PRESENT:  Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  


ABSENT:   Thompson (1)
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Department Heads.

Deputy Clerk Toronjo:

PRESENT:   Regnier; Young; Kambic; Bohlen; Power; Dear; Tyson; Banasiak; Cross; Gordon; Beasley; Yohnka (12) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  I’ll entertain a motion to approve the January 3, 2012, minutes.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, ah, hearing no objections by the learned leaders, I move they be approved as recorded.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter.  Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Seconded by Alderman Osenga to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Any questions, concerns, corrections?  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF JANUARY 3, 2012

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The minutes are approved.  Under Petitions, we have an application PB11-16 by Jasper Hall requesting a Conditional Use Permit for outdoor display and merchandising.  Mr. Cross, would you like to speak to that application?

CLIFF CROSS:
I would be happy to.  Ah, as many of you recall, you’ve acted on similar cases in the past.  Mr. Hall has applied for a Conditional Use Permit which would allow for the outdoor merchandising and sales at his property commonly known as 1375 West Jeffery.  As you recall, that is a....that is a C-1 neighborhood commercial zoning district.  Chapter 8 of our Zoning Ordinance requires for any outdoor merchandising, sales or storage within  commercial zoning districts to apply for and obtain a Conditional Use Permit for that operation.  This appeared before the Planning Board during their December 20, (2011), Planning Board meeting.  The Planning Board made a recommendation to deny the request.  The recommendations were.......the reasoning is located in your Findings of Fact which shows that it is detrimental to the surrounding neighborhood.  It is not consistent with the underlying zoning district, it does not meet the intent of the Comprehensive Plan and it just felt like it would interfere with the enjoyment of the neighbors within that neighborhood.  So, therefore, the Planning Board made a recommendation to deny the request.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  I need a motion to accept the Findings and Recommendations of the Planning Board.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford to accept the Findings and Recommendations of the Planning Board.  Roll call.

Deputy Clerk Toronjo:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron;  Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  

7:10 P.M.   Alderman Thompson arrives
ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Let the record show that Alderman Thompson is present.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:   Aye.

DEPUTY CLERK TORONJO:   Thirteen ayes, one absent.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:     He just........

DEPUTY CLERK TORONJO:    Oh, okay. Fourteen (14) ayes.

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF PLANNING BOARD PB11-16 – AN APPLICATION BY JASPER HALL REQUESTING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW FOR OUTDOOR DISPLAY AND MERCHANDISING AT THE PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS 1375 WEST JEFFERY STREET

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The motion carries. We will not need the Ordinance because we did not grant the..........the Planning Board denied the request.  The next item under Communications is a letter from Comcast.  That’s information only.  Ah, Public Safety Committee.  Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, the minutes are self-explanatory.  I assume everyone has read these minutes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Approval of bills.  Do I have a motion to approve the bills?

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
I move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $210,906.58.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the payment of the bills.  Are there any questions?  Hearing none, roll call.

Deputy Clerk Toronjo:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  


ABSTAIN: Stokes (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS, APPROVAL OF BILLS - $210,906.58

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Under Unfinished Business, we have an Ordinance on its Second Reading.  This afternoon, ah, the administration received a letter from Mr. Jensen asking that his application for the Conditional Use Permit be withdrawn.  We will accept that letter, and so there therefore we do not have an Unfinished Business item.  That application has been withdrawn at the request of Mr. Jensen.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
indistinguishable by accepting the communication?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
No.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Under New Business.  We have an Ordinance authorizing the sale of municipally-owned property–147 S. Schuyler–which is commonly known as the Carson’s building.  I’m going to ask Mr. Bohlen to walk you through this transaction.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
You have in your packets, an Ordinance and included in that Ordinance is a finding regarding the.....based upon that appraisal that was done at our request for the building.  There is the potential of developing that building for a positive purpose and.......but, there’s nothing that the City can........has an interest in doing on its own.  The quirk here is that the building has a negative value according to the licensed appraiser.  When a building has a negative value by virtue of some case law in the statute, the City has the ability to donate that building if it so chooses, or to convey it if it so chooses, to an entity without the necessity of soliciting bids because again, it’s a negative value.  Because of the development potential that may exist and the purpose of using that building, it is the administration’s request that the Council authorize conveying that building to Central Parking Corporation.  Central Parking Corporation is the for-profit arm of Kankakee Developmet Corporation and is the entity that we’ve used in the past for the purposes of holding...........owning property or leasing property from the City in order to accommodate additional development. There is a possibility that it’s a very........at this point, it’s not a firm offer, ah, but again it involves essentially rehabbing that building from its foundation up.  And, the cost of that, meaning that Central Parking will do whatever they can do in order to get that building rehabbed and redeveloped.  The request is to authorize the City to convey to Central Parking so that they can facilitate the redevelopment of the building.  

7:15 P.M.   Steve Bertrand arrives

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage?

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion from Alderman Jones, seconded by Alderman Stokes to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.

Deputy Clerk Toronjo:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Motion to place this Ordinance on Final Passage?

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Motion to place this Ordinance on the Final Passage and Pass.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes.  Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Jones, seconded by Alderman Stokes.  Now are there any questions?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, just.......I was just kibitzing with Alderman Baron.  Inasmuch as, ah, this property is being conveyed, now this property will be placed back on the tax rolls?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Absolutely.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Correct.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
And, taxes will be derived that we’ll benefit from?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Hopefully, a lot more than will be derived now.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes.  Any other questions?  Alderman Osenga.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Do you have any plans what they’re going to do with this building?  Or, any parameters that they have to follow?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
There is some discussion with a couple of developers who have some specific plans but until........nothing..........there’s nothing concrete.  Let’s put it that way.  There’s talk.  That’s the best way I can describe it.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Any other questions?  Okay.  Roll call.

Deputy Clerk Toronjo:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING SALE OF MUNICIPALITY OWNED REAL 

PROPERTY – 147 SOUTH SCHUYLER AVENUE   

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  There are no Appointments on the agenda this evening.  We will not need an Executive Session.  At this time, we are at the point where Alderman’s comments, questions or concerns.  Alderman Swanson.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Ah, I just want to bring to everyone’s attention that we have an Ordinance meeting next Tuesday, the 24th.  I have the agenda here with me, but it’s very important that we get it done–what we need to discuss– and I’m inviting all the Aldermen to be present because it concerns all of our wards.  And I just, please, I need a quorum.  I need people to show up and discuss these issues because it will affect.......it’s affecting peoples’ budgets and what not so it’s really important that everybody shows up.  I have the agenda here so if anybody wants it before they leave, I have ‘em.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  Thank you, Alderman.  Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Just a question.  Not to blind side anybody.  Where are we with the Business License?  Are we going to bring it up with the other matter the first Council meeting in February?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Ah, we will bring the rental license back to the Floor at the first Council meeting in February.  Alderman Tall, I believe, has it on his agenda for the Code Meeting that is later this week.  Ah, the Business License, once we get through the Rental License, then we will bring back the Business License.  Any other questions?  Alderman Jones.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Ah, I was at the fund raiser for Christopher Meyer  Safety Town and it was a wonderful, wonderful fund raiser and it’s a wonderful attribute  that the County will be able to get for the children of this County.  It’s just a marvel what they were able to accomplish in the little time that they did.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  I heard it was excellent.  Any other comments?  Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
And, Mayor, excuse me.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I’m sorry.  

ALDERMAN JONES: 
The high school kids seemed to have  come in late.   I didn’t know if we could.............probably ‘cause of the weather.  I don’t know.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay, well let’s get through our comments.  Alderman Baron.  

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Just a reminder that the Budget meeting rather than the 2nd Monday, is the 4th Monday, which is the 23rd at 5:15 P.M. at City Hall.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s correct.  Are there any other questions?  Okay.  It seems sort of redundant to go through the Pledge again.  I guess we can just welcome Kankakee High School students.  Sorry.  This was a very quick meeting.  Couple meetings ago we were here ‘til 9:00.  It’s too bad you weren’t here then.  Ah, please, we invite you to come back again when the weather’s a little more favorable.  But, appreciate you being here this evening.  Why don’t you stand?  These are the students from Kankakee High School.  Thank you.  Ah, do I have a motion to adjourn?

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Rich Browne.  Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Seconded by Alderman Tall.  All those in favor, aye.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We’re adjourned.












7:19 P.M.
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