 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CITY OF KANKAKEE

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

FEBRUARY 6, 2012    7:00 P.M.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Good evening.  I’d like to call this meeting to order.  At this time I would like to ask Pastor Jessica Henks from First Baptist Church to come forward and lead us in prayer.

PASTOR HENKS:
Would you pray with me, please?  Holy God, we are blessed to gather together in this place this evening.  Lord, we ask for Your spirit to be present here, leading and guiding these men and women as they make decisions for so many and carry upon themselves a great responsibility. In the discussions that take place and decisions that are made, in differences of opinion, Lord, be present.  Shower upon these gathered Your love and Your mercy.  Lord, give them wisdom and discernment to lead with compassionate justice and sincerity of heart.  Bless the families represented here and bless the community that they serve.  Thank You, Lord, for Your gracious love and steadfast mercy.  Be with us now as we go about the work we’ve been given.  All this we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you very much.  Ah, the children who were scheduled to be here tonight are sick so I’d like to ask the Council turn and face the flag and lead us in the Pledge.  

ALDERMEN AND ALL:
Pledge of Allegiance.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  At this time, we will have our Public Comment portion of the meeting.  Ah, please give your name and direct your comments to the Mayor. Comments are limited to five minutes. No personal attacks upon City Council members, staff, or others in attendance or absent will be permitted. In addition, discussion of matters which are currently under legal review will not be permitted.  I noticed there are several people who I assume want to speak on the Rental License.  That’s fine, but if you’re all going to say similar things, if you would try to condense your statements.  Ah, the first person on the agenda is Scott Watson from the Riverview District.  Mr. Watson.

SCOTT WATSON:
Good evening, Council and Mayor.  My name is Scott Watson.  I live at 691 S. Chicago Avenue in Riverview and I’m the Vice-President of the, ah, Riverview Historic District.  What I’m passing around are what will become a quarterly newsletter to our neighborhood.  And, ah, this is to inform residents of activities in the neighborhood.  And, we’ve kind of taken it up a notch–this most recent issue, there’s a sample of the postcard that was attached to the newsletter and what we’re asking the residents of Riverview to do is give us their name, email or phone number and address so we can start using email as a means of communication versus paper.  Paper is expensive, very cumbersome to distribute and we’re hoping that the residents will, ah, respond with that.  The other thing we’re doing is doing a bit of a reach out to the other community groups in town.  There’s another community group right next to Riverview–I can’t remember the name of it–but, ah.........what is it?

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Coachlight.

SCOTT WATSON:
Coachlight.  Well, that’s a different one.  The one further toward the Country Club, but, ah, Stacy Gall is the President.  She is actively reaching out to them so we can work together on more joint projects.  And, I’m going to start attending some other meetings of the various neighborhood groups.  The whole idea here is to share best practices, help them get invigorated and inspired to do more great things in their neighborhood similar to what we’re doing in Riverview–kind of share best practices.  Just want to call it to your attention.  Thanks.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Scott.  Ah, Charlotte Ramirez.

CHARLOTTE RAMIERZ:
Hi, my name is Charlotte Ramierz.  Floyd Kohl has asked me to speak on his behalf this evening.  He has some deep concerns–first and foremost there there are three properties currently in the market in Lincolnshire.  Plus the amount of boarded up, vacant properties that continue to increase in Kankakee.  The reason for these is that the landlords can’t make it due to the fact that their fixed costs have exceeded their income.  Also, there’s a misconception.  There are some Aldermen that think Kankakee landlords are millionaires.  This statement is so false.  Mr. Kohl says that Kankakee landlords are prisoners in the respect that they couldn’t sell their properties right now if they wanted to.  This political comment made sends a message to landlords that the City is not willing to work with the landlords at all.  The landlords didn’t get the City in debt.  In fact, they’re trying to bring money into the City.  We’re just asking for some compromise.  Kohl Apartments doesn’t feel that it’s too much to ask for the Ordinance to be amended to have the inspections be $45.00 plus $10.00 per unit with a two-year license.  Again, we urge you really to think about your vote tonight.  Kankakee investors are walking away from this City.  We don’t feel that anyone in this room really wants this to happen.  Please let your vote reflect this.  I would personally like to see the City prosper for my children’s children.  Thank you.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Terry Johnston.

TERRY JOHNSTON:
Thank you for allowing me to speak, Mayor.  Caveat of not personal responses is a little bit hard to take, but I will try and adhere to that.  I, ah, would speak against the Ordinance rescinding, ah, 06-11 on behalf of the Kiwanis Club of Kankakee.  We have responsibly, although sometimes very dangerously, sat on corners for–I know myself, 27 years.  And, ah, that would take about $5,000.00 out of our coffers to end that procedure.  But, I would appreciate that you would consider not doing that.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Tom Joseph.

TOM  JOSEPH:
Good evening Mayor and members of the Council.  My name is Tom Joseph.  I represent the, ah, Kankakee, Iroquois, Ford Association of Realtors.  And, also on behalf of the Illinois Association.  In the spirit of the prayer that was provided, we’re here to try to encourage a little more dialogue.  I think all of the members of the Council and the Mayor’s office received per and through your City website, a very specific outline in the spirit that was provided previous to the meeting on December 19, where we were up front and outlined very specifically some of our concerns as well as some of the challenges that would be, ah, in relation to the Rental Inspection Ordinance which you are.....which you have on the agenda this evening.  Ah, we don’t........we do not feel that it goes far enough yet in reference to some of the, ah, what we would consider some tweaking and, ah, we’re here to work with you a little bit more on this and to make a few suggestions.  Ah, we would suggest that you consider clarifying a little bit more on the single-family rentals.  Specifically, if you would consider either an exemption of the single-family rentals to lessen the burden–the administrative burden–to the City.  Ah, if that was not sufficient then you maybe would consider, ah, an inspection process for those properties that are cited for exterior code inspection.  If, if a rental property– single-family rental– received two or three, ah, code citations from an exterior standpoint, that would allow for cause to then consider inspecting within the unit.  We would also ask that you consider, ah, exempting the inspection after sale of the multi-family unit.  We think that that should just fall into the regular calendar year, ah, for your regular inspection within the process of the multi-family unit and we made that suggetion as well.  Ah, and we also think you should consider rewarding good landlords on the multi-family units so if they pass their inspection within the first inspection, then maybe give them an additional year so you come back out within a three-year period instead of every two years.  Ah, by doing some of these things, you will demonstrate to landlords that you want to work with them, that you’re not looking to drop the big umbrella, the big glove, the big regulated process within the outline.  There have been cities that have been willing to consider these types of measures to help lessen your administrative burden because this is going to create a higher threshold for you  on a day in and day out process.  And how that impacts the Realtor membership in the area, ah, matters because Realtors do own multi-family units.  They also manage them on behalf of landlords and so they are trying to find tenants so your inspection process needs to be equitable.  It should not focus on re-carpeting or repainting.  It should focus on roofing, electrical, plumbing, basic health and safety just to make sure that the unit is in a functional manner and that there’s a level of safety that we could all agree to under a consensus from the standpoint of health and safety.  Ah, we understand you regulated process.  We are the regulated industry nationally, state and locally.  So, we’re asking for a little more clarification and tweaking.  We would recommend you send this back to committee with those types of suggestions.  Ah, and, ah, our thoughts are that, ah, you know, we’re here as we have been up front since early December to try to encourage a more deliberate process to get the Ordinance right instead of just passing something, that can create a higher level of regulation.  So, ah, we’re here talking with you.  We’re not talking at you.  Just like we did in December.  And, ah, frankly we are a bit disappointed from the Kankakee Association and the Illinois Association because we reached out, ah, to all levels through your web site and we have not received anything in return.  There’s been no asking for a meeting, any kind of consensus building to minimize concerns.  So, ah, so we are here asking that you send this back to committee with some tweaking and we’d be glad to continue to work with you on it.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Mr. James.

S.A. JAMES:
Thank you.  As I’d mentioned before, last time I was here, I invested in Kankakee with my first piece of real estate in 1956.  So, I’ve seen it all come and go.  And, I’m somewhat at.....at a loss as to why we have an issue at this time that we’re willing to have so many participants that are..........have a stake in this, that are willing to talk about it.  And, we’re not bein’ called on to talk about it.  I’ve got a list here of 157 communities that’ got Inspection Ordinances.  I think we’ve got things to talk about.  And, I’d appreciate an opportunity if the Committee would be willing to open up and hear how exactly what we have to say.  Because I do think we’ve got something to contribute that would be worth your while.  Thank you.


MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Mr. Terry Taylor.

TERRY TAYLOR:
I have a prepared statement from Michael W. Smith, the President of the Kankakee Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO.  “Greetings to the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Kankakee.  Unfortunately, I’m in Iowa this evening on union business and unable to attend your meeting.  However, I’ve asked  this statement be read on my behalf on the expansion of the Enterprise Zone.  Let me say a few words about the Illinois Enterprise Zone Act.  This law was signed 12/7 of 1982.  The purpose of this Act is to explore ways and means of stimulating business and industrial growth and retention in depressed areas and stimulating neighborhood revitalization of depressed areas of the State by means of relaxed government controls and tax incentives in those areas.  The Act states a ‘depressed area’ means an area in which pervasive poverty, unemployment and economic distress exist.  Do you consider Herscher a depressed area in which pervasive poverty, unemployment and economic distress exist?  It is with this in mind I ask you why are we taking from the limited amount of land allowed in Kankakee County’s Enterprise Zone to allow its expansion by taking a three-foot ditch from Kankakee to Herscher for an existing dealership to move into a newly created zone.  This business will not create new jobs.  It’s no different than having Court Street Ford on East Court Street moving to a newly created TIF zone in Bourbonnais and moving the dealership to Latham Drive.  This is a strip expansion of our zone and is no different than strip annexation.  I ask you how much is Herscher giving in incentives?  If they feel their dealership jobs must be retained, then why do they not offer local incentives?  Do you consider a rural area’s 15 miles of a three-foot ditch to be a depressed area of Kankakee County?  How many businesses can we build in a three-foot ditch? How many jobs will be created or retained in this three-foot strip of land?  When will this be considered by some of the Kankakee.......excuse me....when this was considered by some on the Kankakee County Board for the Hopkins Park area, they were told it cannot be done.  An area none of you would argue is a Mecca of economic growth, but truly would fall under the category of an economically depressed area.  I could go on and on, but will not take any more of your valuable time.  I would ask you give consideration of the points I’ve make before voting on this expansion.  From organized labor’s perspective, we are for living wage jobs.  We feel tax incentives should be used properly. This clearly is not the intent or purpose of the Illinois Enterprise Zone Act.  The current enterprise should be used for the State’s intent and purpose of creating economic growth in depressed and blighted areas.  It is with this in mind that I would ask you to vote no on the expansion of the Enterprise Zone.  Sincerely, Michael W. Smith, President of the Kankakee Federation of Labor.”

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Jess Gathing.

JESS GATHING:
Good evening Mayor and Councilmen and women.  Ah, my name is Jess Gathing and I’m a part of  Eastside Junior Football League and a number of other youth organizations.  And, we’re here to speak on the issue of the Tag Day.  Ah, Eastside Junior Football League, this year will probably turn.....officially turn....50 years.....ah, we’ll be 50 years old and I can remember back in the day, ah, Eastside Moose having tag day downtown when all the little kids, the cheerleaders and the football players paraded in their uniforms.  Downtown Kankakee with the little tag.....little tag notice and a little football and we were asking for money then.  Eastside Football now tags every year and it’s important to us that we get out and we tag because for the most part, it’s an opportunity and it’s a fundraiser for us.....and it’s free money for the most part.  Ah Eastside on a good, ah, on a good Saturday afternoon from seven in the morning to possibly 1 o’clock, Eastside gets anywhere from.........from, ah, $3-4,000.00.  Eastside Junior Football League is one organization that does not have one sponsor.  And, for years, we’ve done a lot with a little.  Our......our......our fees for our kids.....that’s been a way we’ve kept the fees for our kids down.  And, and to take away, ah, the $3-4,000.00 by saying that we can’t tag, ah, would hurt us immensely.  There’s.......there’s probably others that.......that, I mean the tag day is........is, it helps, ah, helps each and every one of us in our communities.  There’s some..........probably there’s some ills of the tag day and I think these things can be worked out.  But, don’t take it away from the people who.....who really need it the most and our organization does–Eastside Junior Football and some of the other youth organizations.  If we’re doing something wrong, then let’s police that and let’s straighten that out the way....so that can be.......and if it’s a safety reason, ah, a safety issue, then let’s straighten out the safety issues.  But, don’t take it away from the Lions, don’t take it away from the Kiwanis, don’t take it away from the Knights of Colombus.  Don’t take it away from the Eastside Junior Football Leagues and the other little organizations that don’t have a way to, ah, support themselves other than goin’ out and standin’ on the corners.  I been standin’ on the corners now for quite some time.  And, people ask me, how do you go out and stand on Schuyler Avenue with the cars comin’?   I said you just go out there and you do it.  Why do you do it?  Because, ah, when I come down Station Street and I see the Knights of Colombus, when I see the Kiwanis, I reach in my pocket, I pull out $2 or 3 and I give it to ‘em.  And, now I don’t have to feel guilty about driving past ‘em.  And, being that I stand out there on the corner, I know what it’s like, so when I stand out there on the corner, I know it’s for a good cause and we just ask that you guys don’t take that away from us.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Ah, Mr. Tyson.

DAVID TYSON:
I’m Dave Tyson, your Consulting Engineer.  Ah, what I’m here to talk to you about is, ah, Chapter 30.  Back in May, we amended that and what this is for is for excavation.  Any excavations in the public right-of-ways that are done by individuals, contractors or by utility companies.  Ah, what I want to bring you up-to-date with tonight is that we have gotten together with Code Enforcement Department.  We’ve put together a list of procedures of what has to be done whenever there’s an excavation done.  Which means that now, before any excavations can be done within our City right-of-ways, meaning alleys, streets, ah, street right-of-ways or any public easements that we own, they have to apply for permit at the Public Building Department.  At that point, we’re going to start a paper procedure then where my office will be notified, Environmental Services will be notified as well as Public Works and this way, we can track all excavations that are being done within the City, make sure that, for example, if it’s a sanitary sewer tapped in, Environmental Services can make sure that the connection was made properly, it’s backfilled properly, it’s vetted properly and we can make sure that streets get restored.  What we’re having are settlement, you know, streets that are.........patches that are not fixed properly and it’s costing the City a lot of money.  It’s costing our Public Works Department a lot of money because they end up having to go out and fix these streets until patches are done.  So, what we’re tying to do is to start a procedure to where we have permits.  They have to have the permits on

 site and make sure we do proper inspections on them.  When the permit is done and closed out, we’ll take the permit back from whoever made that excavation will bring it back to Code Enforcement and we’ll be able to close it out.  But, I wanted to bring this to your attention.  I can answer any questions about the procedures, but I want you aware of it, ‘cause part of this is going to take an effort all of us that work for the City including the Police Department and that.  We talked about it at Public Works or at our Department Head meeting.  We need.....we need to be aware if there’s any excavations going on that people have not gotten proper permits for so that we can, you know, stop the problems that we’ve been having in the City.  Ah, the first question I normally get is what happens if it’s an emergency?  A water line break, a gas line break.  We know those have to be taken care of right away, but what we ask is those still get called in and brought into the Code Enforcement Department, a permit is still taken out for it so that we can track it to make sure that those repairs are done and are done properly.  So, we’re willing to work with anybody, but we need to start policing ourselves so that we can, ah, save the City money.  As you know, we’re not able to overlay and take care of streets as much as we’d like to because of the cost of it and this will help keep our streets in better order.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Any questions for Mr. Tyson?  Okay.  Thank you.  Mr. Willard.

JOHN WILLARD:
Good evening Mayor, Council members, everyone else.  I’m here to speak, ah, on behalf of the citizens in Kankakee–the City of Kankakee–who should probably be awarded Enterprise Zone status instead of the Enterprise Zone being moved all the way out to Herscher.  And, it would be very nice if the entire County of Kankakee were eligible to be considered a Enterprise Zone, but that’s not likely to happen and since there is a limited amount, I would think that it’d be prudent to make sure that those areas that are most blighted and those people who need the most help are considered first for that Enterprise Zone status.  And, since it is a limited amount, once that’s gone, it’s not money in the bank anymore.  It’s money spent.  So, please consider voting against that and hanging onto the Enterprise Zone area for the City of Kankakee.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Ah, Chery Sackett.

CHERY SACKETT:
Mayor and Council members.  There was a time when the only occasion you heard from the Landlord Association was when they were unhappy with something.  In the last two years, that has not been the case.  In the last two years, we have reorganized and become are proactive.  We are dealing with the landlord/tenant relationships and the landlord/City relationship.  We have reached out to the Mayor, to Mr. Banasiak of Code and to the Police Department.  We have worked on compiling a list of bad tenants and I want you to know we have them.  Ah, I’m sure it’s not complete, but it’s people that have really misused the system and are taking advantage of us who are trying to, ah, provide good properties for people to rent.  Ah, we have made a brochure to acquaint people.....acquaint landlords of what we are and what we........how we can help them.  Ah, we have met with the Code Committee numerous times as well as with an occasional visit to the Public Safety Committee to give progress reports.  In all these situations, we have tried to show that we want to work with the City on problems caused by some rentals, but unfortunately it appears that some are......cannot get past history.  And, I’m sorry for the history.  I.....I wasn’t a part of that, but that’s the way it is.  But we’ve changed and we want you to know that.  Ah, recently a young father was killed in this City.  Because the Police Department reached out to the community, that murder has most likely been solved.  And quickly.  I commend Chief Regnier for how he is commanding our Police Department and dealing with problems and I must say he has been very supportive of our efforts.  And, why can’t the City seem to believe that we may have some knowledge of how to best approach rental management?  The Ordinance before the committee tonight, we believe, needs to be amended according to a short list of our recommendations and the recommendations of our Association of Realtors.  Ah, the Code Committee received our suggested changes, but chose to not include any of the recommendations.  They were not long and they were reasonable.  Ah, this Ordinance passed Committee by only a tie-breaking vote.  Obviously, there were some who saw that it needed revision.  The Landlord Association is asking that this Ordinance be sent back to committee to discuss openly our suggestions for change.  It wouldn’t hurt and it certainly would show us that you care enough to work with us.  Also, you are invited at any time to attend our monthly meetings.  We meet at the Bradley House on the first Tuesday of each month from 7 to 8 and I really try to keep it from 7 to 8.  Please encourage any landlords you know of to try us out.  We are networking and educating to improve the rentals in Kankakee.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Lance Marczak.

LANCE MARCZAK:
My name is Lance Marczak.  I’m a landlord in Kankakee.  Ah, didn’t really prepare a speech or anything tonight, but, ah, so I’m gonna’ talk off the top of my head here.  But, 19 years ago, I was a 23-year-old kid, ah, I seen value in properties that even the real estate lady didn’t even want to step inside the building.  And, I said, it’s safer inside the building with us than out here.  It was in neighborhoods that, ah, at the time, call it naive, but, I seen a vision if I could fix up a piece of property, put my time and effort and money into it, maybe make a better, ah, building for people to live and a better community.  Since then, taxes have tripled.  Ah, I’ve gone on, I’ve taken the old Ted’s Shoe building–everybody’s familiar with that–ah, the front fell off.  I didn’t know how to put a front on a building, but, I learned.  And, also,  worked with the Code Department.  The Code Department seen that I took somethin’ that would have been demolished.  It was on the demo list.  Pat’s worked......Chris Bohlen, he seen it.  I’ve taken other properties that were two weeks from demolition and.....and put my heart and effort into ‘em.  Make ‘em good pieces of property.  For what?  For the idea of some day I’m gonna’ retire and this is what I’ve invested in.  I’ve invested in our community and I think the downtown area is, you know, there’s vast improvement.  Overall, the community, it’s goin’ through the same things we went through in ‘80 with the board-ups and the Savings and Loan crisis.  But, right now, there’s people–investors–that are walking away.  Three weeks ago, I had friends of mine ask me if I would be interested in taking their properties for the back taxes that they owe.  It kind of just floored me.  They’ve been in this business a long time.  And, the problem with it is they’re good landlords.  They’ve done it right.  They’ve tried to put good people in their properties.  They don’t put the druggies, the crackheads in.  They try–and that takes three months sometimes–to get a renter.  I’ve done that myself.  Okay.  When it takes three months, and some of these single-family houses, they’re .....what, they’re gettin’ $700 a month.  Their taxes are $3,500.00.  Their insurance.  By the time it’s done, it’s not just that fee of $65.00 that you’re lookin’ at.  And, if anybody’s against life safety, they don’t belong in the business period.  I don’t think you’ll find a good landlord that has any problem with life safety.  We need to work together here.  But, where I was goin’ with that is, they offered those properties to me.  If I would end up takin’.........just the taxes they owe.......it’s not worth it.  And, I look at that–where has my 19 years that I’ve invested in our community– and we are a community–we’re all in this together.  You know, some people that are out of town–property owners–that are in it for just the money, that could care less, they don’t belong in it either.  I waited the last three months for three of my tenants to get their tax returns.  I didn’t kick ‘em out of the building ‘cause they’re good people. They’re  struggling.  It is not the time to impose any more fees.  I understand that the City is in financial problems.  We need to work it out.  I don’t, I don’t have that answer, but, I’m telling you, when people–good people–start walkin’ away and not looking to invest.  I’m 40, you know, I’m.........I’ll be 42 the 18th.  Why wouldn’t I want that piece of property for just the taxes?  Because maybe I’ll go over the edge and, hmm, maybe next year we’ll get a few more fees increased and now I’ll be in the same boat.  Would I be losin’ ‘em for back taxes?  Now’s not the time to be addin’ any more burden. It’s what you’re left with at the end of the year.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Bill Yohnka.

BILL YOHNKA:
I’m Bill Yohnka, Economic Development Director for the City and I just had something remarkable to share that happened on January 19, at the Lincoln Cultural Center. Ah, a nice partnership took place between our School District 111, our Realtor’s Association that’s here tonight, the City of Kankakee and the Parent Teacher Organizations in District 111, where we got together and invited our local Realtors and real estate professional community, people from banks and, ah, other industries that are affiliated and, ah, invited them for breakfast to be able to hear some of the positive stories that are going on within our School District.  And, I think, to each individual person, they were impressed with what they heard.  They heard from the, ah, Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent and Principal at LCC.  The Superintendent even gave her personal cell phone number.  But, that really wasn’t what I found to be the remarkable part.  The parents who spoke, spoke about their individual experiences with the School District and why it is that they chose Kankakee schools.  They had an option.  They could live anywhere they wanted to and they chose to live in Kankakee and send their kids to these schools.  But, that wasn’t really the remarkable part either ‘cause I kind of expected that.  The remarkable part came at the end when the group broke up, probably 40 or more people–small group tours around the building.  And, the group of 7th and 8th grade girls that led the Realtors around the building, they were like young Realtors themselves selling these folks on their school.  And, I think that the pride they had in where they go to school is.........was something really remarkable and that was what I took from that day.  I think a lot of the other folks did, too.  Thank you.

7:32 P.M.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  That’s our last public comment person.  Roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:  Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:   Regnier; Young; Spice; Bohlen; Power; Simms; Tyson; Banasiak; Cross; Gordon; Bertrand; Yohnka (12) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  I will entertain a motion to approve the minutes from the January 17, 2012, meeting.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Good evening, Mayor Epstein.  Hearing no objections from, ah, my fellow Council members, I move the minutes be approved as recorded.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Osenga to approve the minutes of the January 17, meeting.  Are there any corrections or additions?  Hearing none, all those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF  JANUARY 17, 2012

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The minutes are approved.  I have no Petitions.  Are there any from the Floor?  Moving onto Communications, the first item is a letter from Aqua that I thought was important for you to have.  The next item is a request from the YWCA requesting a street blockage at the intersection of Merchant and Orchard and Court for a, ah, a Stand Against Racism Parade on April 28.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Motion to approve.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Second it, your honor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Carl Brown, seconded by Alderman Hunter to approve.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

KANKAKEE YWCA IS REQUESTING STREET BLOCKAGE OF THE

INTERSECTIONS OF MERCHANT STREET AND ORCHARD AVENUE 

AND COURT STREET AND ORCHARD AVENUE, AND FROM EAST COURT 

STREET TO THE KANKAKEE COUNTY COURTHOUSE ON SATURDAY, 

APRIL 28, 2012, FROM 9:15 A.M. UNTIL 11:15 A.M., FOR THE STAND 

AGAINST RACISM MARCH

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Standing Committees.  Building and Code.  Alderman Tall.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Yes, the minutes are within the packet.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Budget Committee.  Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
There’s several things, ah, Mayor.  The first item had to do....has to do with the State of Illinois, ah, catching up on their income tax liability to the City of Kankakee.  They paid, Comptroller Spice reported that they paid for September and December but not for October and November.  Ah, so we have those two months still outstanding.  That’s $366,000.00 which is down from what had been approaching $600,000.00-$700,000.00.  So, ah, we report the good with the bad.  Ah, secondly, the........it was reported to us that there was a significant payment made by the Department of Revenue on the sales tax sharing pursuant to our sales tax sharing agreements and that apparently had to do with an audit that had been done of a large partner of ours that was finished and the determination from the Department of Revenue was that, yes, we were in compliance and yes these were funds that should have been released all the way along.  So, that.........that will help cash flow.  Ah, we had a presentation from, ah, Speer Financial in regard to the logistics of refinancing our 2003 General Obligation Bonds, but we’re not going to be asking you for anything about that tonight.  That’s going to be at the next meeting.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I think on the agenda, is approving the contract with them.  

ALDERMAN BARON: 
The contract with.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
With Chapman and Cutler.

ALDERMAN BARON:  Chapman and Cutler.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Correct.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Correct.  The actual approval of the bonds aren’t until the 21st.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s correct.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
The, ah, Chief Young and Chief Regnier, ah, at the request of the committee presented the organizational charts of the Police Department and the Fire Department.  It being the case that we’re reviewing, ah, everything in terms of the budget and this is invaluable information to make decisions concerning this coming year’s budget.  And, finally, ah, we are going to be back.........as far as meetings go, we’re going to be back on a regular schedule again for the 2nd Monday.  We’ll be meeting the 2nd Monday from here on out until further notification at 5:15.  This was because we had expanded meetings to cover all matters budget, we were a little bit off schedule, but we’re back on regular schedule.   So, we had nothing directly requesting tonight unless we want to go to Chapman and Cutler.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s fine.  We might as well as long as it’s part of the report.  

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Chapman and Cutler is the bond firm that we hire.  They have given us their engagement letter dated January 13..........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
It’s under Motions and Resolutions, item B.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Ah, if you read through it, you would realize that these are the typical provisions that usually occur in the engagement letter of our Bond Counsel, and it’s usually Chapman and Cutler.  They’re a preeminent firm in the State, so I would ask that we approve to entering into the agreement, the engagement agreement with Chapman and Cutler pursuant to the terms of the letter dated January 13, 2012.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I second it, your honor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Hunter to approve the Resolution authorizing the engagement letter from Chapman and Cutler.  Are there any questions?  Roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE ENGAGEMENT LETTER 

FROM CHAPMAN AND CUTLER, LLP  RELATING TO THE GENERAL OBLIGATION LIBRARY REFUNDING BONDS, SERIES 2012

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  Ordinance Committee.  Alderman Swanson.  Alderman Hunter, did you have a question?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Yeah, I have a question.  And, you see reference in there the AmAudit matter about the revenue.  Corporation Counsel or Mayor Epstein, when we will have determination on the Am Audit question that’s before you?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Before your next meeting.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay.  Thank you.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Ah, the information is in the packet, but I did want to bring to everybody’s attention that on the elimination of the tag day, that was a unanimous decision by the committee to eliminate tag days.  Not to cause hardship, but for the safety of our citizens.  That’s all.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Report of Officers.  Do I have a motion to approve the payment of the bills?

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
I move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount $1,442,368.88.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the payment of the bills.  Are there any questions?

ALDERMAN COX:
Yes, ma’am.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX: 
Jeffery Rose.   868.

JAMES SPICE:
It was for training for arson investigation.

ALDERMAN COX:
Where’d he come from?  Was he on the force?  

JAMES SPICE:  
I have no knowledge of where he came from, sir.  He’s an employee of the Fire Department.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Any other questions?  Hearing none, roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown (I will approve, but I will abstain from check number 62893.); Hunter (Yeah, and I’ll recuse myself from voting on check number 62902.  And, I’ll vote affirmatively for the paying of the bills.); Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  


ABSTAIN:    Stokes (1)

REPORTS OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $1,442,368.88

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Moving onto Unfinished Business, we have the Ordinance modifying Chapter 8, Article V, Section 112.1, Commonly Known as the Rental License.  This Ordinance is it on its second reading.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN TALL:
Motion to approve.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Tall.  Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Seconded by Alderman Baron.  Questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Browne, R.; Baron; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman (6)  

NO:   Hunter; Thompson; Stokes; Jones (Absolutely no.); Davidson; Cox (I made a promise in 1999 when folks sent me down here and I’m gonna’ keep it.  No.) (6)

ABSTAIN: Brown (I’m going to abstain from this vote because I’m a property owner.); Osenga (I have to abstain because I’m an active landlord in the City of Kankakee.) (2)

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Let me back up a little bit.  Let’s do our arithmetic.  I want to make sure this is correct.  My math doesn’t show that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Six and six, yes it is.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I thought that was supposed to happen but.......give me........give me the nays again.  Give me the nays again.

CLERK DUMAS: 
Okay, abstain Brown, Hunter, no.  R. Browne, Rich Browne was yes.  Baron, yes.  Thompson, no.  Tall, yes.  Faford, yes.  Swanson, yes.  Osenga, an abstention.  Linneman, yes.  Stokes, no.  Jones, no.  Davidson, no.  Cox, no.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
That’s right.  You’re right.  Six.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Um huh (affirmative).   Thank you.  Ah, I know this Ordinance has created a lot of dissension in the community.  I would like to thank Alderman Tall and his Committee for, I think, doing an outstanding job in crafting an Ordinance that, ah, I think is desperately needed in the City of Kankakee.  As I look to our neighboring communities and the Ordinances that they have passed, I think we’ve done an exemplary job in actually putting in more safeguards than any of our other communities.  Our multi-family unit can have 25% of their properties fail and you still would get your rental license.  Your appeal process goes to our Adjudication rather than to the Code Committee.  The fees are exactly the same.  I can promise you that the implementation will be fair and consistent and if it isn’t, then we will certainly address that issue as it comes forward so as the Chair I vote yes.   Moving onto New Business.  Oh, it passed.

ORDINANCE MODIFYING CHAPTER 8, ARTICLE V, SECTION 112.1 THROUGH 

112.27 AND SECTIONS 113.1 THROUGH 113.27 OF THE CITY CODE OF THE CITY 

OF KANKAKEE (RENTAL LICENSE)
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Moving onto New Business, we have two Ordinances for Handicapped Parking.  Can we combine them?

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I’ll make a motion.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
I’ll second it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Davidson to combine New Business items A and B.  Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Davidson to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Motion to place these Ordinances on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Davidson.  Any questions?  Roll call.  Was there a question?  I’m sorry. 

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ESTABLISHING 

HANDICAPPED PARKING SIGN(S) AT 353 NORTH CHICAGO AVENUE

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ESTABLISHING 

HANDICAPPED PARKING SIGN(S) AT 1483 SOUTH FIFTH AVENUE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The next item under New Business is the Ordinance rescinding the prior Ordinance 06-11, ah, Tag Days.  Do I have a motion to approve?  Or to Suspend the Rules.  Excuse me.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I would like to make the motion to Suspend the Rules for the safety of our citizens.  

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Jones........

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Wait a second.  Who seconded?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Jones.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
You seconded?  To Suspend the Rules?  Oh.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion and second to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones (9)  


NAY:   Brown; Hunter; Stokes; Davidson; Cox (5)

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
You gotta’ have ten.  You don’t have ten.  

CLERK DUMAS: 
Nine ayes and five nays.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Do we have a motion to place this Ordinance on First Reading?  I’m sorry.  It failed to Suspend the Rules.  Now we need to go back to putting it on First Reading.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I’ll make a motion to put it on its First Reading.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson.  Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Second it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Seconded by Alderman Jones to place this Ordinance on First Reading.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Question on the motion.  Ah, former Alderman of the First Ward, Jess Gathing, am I permitted to speak on this?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Um huh (affirmative).  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Ah, Alderman Gathing, First Ward former Alderman Jess Gathing, ah, you made some noble comments regarding what the tag day means to kids in our community.  Ah, notwithstanding the fact that they impact over 300 kids, ah, in the City of Kankakee.  Taking kids to Minnesota, all the way down to Florida for various football activities.  And, it’s not just a matter of raising money for football.  There are a tremendous amount of girls that participate in that program as well, too, with respect to the cheerleaders and other different things they do.  Having been a former board member 40 years ago, I have seen that particular organization grow and the impact it’s had on our community.  Many of the kids that went through that program are living examples of what leadership and commitment of the adults who run the program have had on the kids.  You heard Terry Johnston make some comments about him being involved in indistinguishable years.  I’ve heard also that, you know, the Kiwanis, Knights of Colombus, the Lions, even the Fire Department, they’re out raising money with their boots.  With the passing of this Ordinance, that would nullify that.  Where do we make up the revenue?  Eastside Junior Football, Riverside Colts, the Kankakee Jaycees baseball.  I’m an alum of that particular organization.  Let me just say this, ladies and gentlemen, if you vote  this down, where do those organizations derive the money?   Are we, as a City, going to take care of Eastside Junior Football in their efforts to replenish that $4,000.00 that they’ve lost or those particular organizations, ah, who derive money for the indigent, the blind, ah, the disabled?  What are we going to do in terms of assisting them to replenish their coffers of that money that you’re denying them.  I understand there’s issues regarding public safety.  I think Alderman Gathing mentioned that.  If that’s a problem, let’s fix the problem.  We’ve got 14 Alderman here and I’m sure that if we could put our collective minds together we would address that.  I have seen some of the infractions.  We need to have more oversight regarding this.  I don’t think we can deny the youth and individuals, the adults, the disabled, the less fortunate.  We don’t need to take money out of the coffers of those organizations.  Think about it.  When you vote.....when people are, ah, passing the cup, the buckets for the money and give you a Tootsie Roll, the suckers, ah, the peanuts or whatever it might be, think about that.  They provide quality services for those people who can ill afford it.  Think about that.  Think about that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Swanson.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Ah, I just would like to respond to Alderman Hunter’s statement.  Ah, for one thing I, as the Chairman of the Ordinance Committee, had asked all the Aldermen to participate for several months at our Committee discussion and I.......I have talked to........I actually worked the Tootsie Roll Day this year for the Knights of Columbus and it just made me think again about the safety issues that are out there.  I mean, there are people running red lights to avoid having to stop and give this money.  And, there are children out there darting in and out to get this money.  It’s just such a huge safety issue.  And, there are other ways to raise money.  There’s car washes, there’s businesses that people can go to.  I believe that by continuing these, we’re just so fortunate no one has been hurt.  And, it’s a very, very bad situation and I am not doing it to hurt anybody or.........I don’t think anybody is.  I think we’re just afraid for our citizens.  That’s all.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you Alderman.  Alderman Jones.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Mayor I was involved on this Committee and we talked about safety issues.  And, back in the day, probably when tag days started, there were one lane going north and one lane going south.  Well, now when you come up to Schuyler you got a right-hand turn lane, you got a left-hand turn lane, you got a center turn lane.  It is too busy for children to be out there collecting money.  Most of the organizations, the tag days, the poppy days, the peanut days, the boots even with the firemen, now stand out in front of grocery stores.  And, maybe they can work the parking lots of the grocery stores–it might be safer for the children than being out on these busy streets.  Ah, too many times I’ve seen children trying to cross in between cars because the cars are going and they’re not on the corner.  They’re in the middle of the lane.  And, I just feel that it’s very–we have to protect our children.  We have to look for our future of our children and we need to maybe rezone something, make agreements with the businesses that these children can come to their businesses.  And, I know Jewel is really good about lettin’ children sell candy bars or collect money or do anything in front of their stores too......so they have to look at other options instead of the streets.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Mayor, I’ve also voted in favor of this and be assured that there isn’t a project there that you’ve named that isn’t a worthy cause.  I believe, exactly I echo the comments of Alderman Grant (Swanson) that we really do want you guys to survive out there.  And, when I mean survive, I mean not only financially, but physically.  Ah, there.....unless you have ever seen a child hit by a car or an adult for that matter, I will tell you not only does the family suffer that has the incident where they’ve lost a child, but the individual who hits them suffers for the remainder of their life.  I’ve witnessed that first hand and until you do that, I assure you it is not worth the money that you’re trying to raise on the corner.  If you can raise them, we’ll look for solutions up towards, as Alderman Jones said, towards the building, things like that.  But, from a public safety standpoint, I can tell you this.  I am horrified when I’m sitting at River and Schuyler and I’m watching a child dart in front of my car with the second lane there’s somebody coming trying to beat that light.  I just....I close my eyes and pray that that child survives that.  It’s not just the children, it’s the adults.  And, it’s not their fault.  They may step off the curb.  They’ve got drinks in their hand.  It’s just become entirely too dangerous for both the pedestrian and for the person driving the car.  As one of the speakers said tonight, quote unquote, I stood out there, very dangerously.  And I, and I applaud that.  You guys are really working hard for your community.  We’re not taking that away.  What we’re trying to say is we need to do this in a much safer way and standing anywhere in the road in this day and age is just not very safe.  Our neighbors to the north, as far as I understand, both of them have eliminated these.  And, probably for the same exact reason.  So, please be advised that my vote, and I assure you, the rest of the Aldermen who voted yes, was not to take away money from these organizations. These are all very worthy organizations.  It’s for the safety of the citizens.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Thompson.  Excuse me.  Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:
I’m thinkin’ to myself, when I first read this, I thought I was watchin’ FOX news.  Or at the Republican candidates’ primary.  Blamin’ the poor for the problem.  The poor ain’t the problem.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  Alderman Thompson.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
And, Mayor, I’d like to say, I was part of that committee, too.  And, you know I watched even in the summertime I watched the kids right at Brookmont runnin’ across the street tryin’ to get money from a car in the traffic and I almost hit one myself.  Had to slam on the brakes right there.  And, you know, I......I applaud all the.......all of the committees that use tag days to raise funds for their organization.  I’m not tryin’ to fight or hurt any of the organizations that use the tag days.  I just think the safety of the kids is a paramount situation.  And, I just think it’s just too much to watch them just dart across the corner and even watchin’ other communities come and set up in Kankakee and do their tag day when their communities don’t allow and even like the group that come from out of Chicago and was doin’ their tag days off of Court Street right there.  That’s just  unreal and, you know, I just feel for the safety because I look at it this way, the first thing that they’re goin’ to try to say is let’s sue the driver of the car that hit a kid and then the next thing, let’s sue the City.  Like the City has deep pockets.  And, I just–right now I just don’t feel too good.  I think it’s a safety issue and I think it’s something that really, really, really need to stop.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We have a motion and a second.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Hang on.  I.....I haven’t used my ten minutes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Are you sure?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Let me say this to you.  No, I haven’t said....haven’t said that.  I looked at the clock.  Let me say this to you.  You guys have identified problems.  Ah, and in my Ward, Alderman Brown and I collaborate on issues that involve public safety.  Ah, when there was, you know, drugs, ah, were being openly sold over on North Cottage, ah, and neighbors calling and us patrolling there, we called the cops– we got hold of the cops and they put a camera up there.  Ah, when there was some things happening over near Erzinger, ah, crime being........cars being vandalized, trucks being vandalized, we called the cops and put a camera up there.  All of you guys have identified issues and problems.  But, what I said earlier when I spoke is that, you’ve identified the problems, let’s rectify ‘em.  There should not be kids out there.  There should not be kids out there trying to be involved in tag days.  You know, I maintain that 18 or older.  If, indeed, you saw kids out there, why in the hell didn’t you call the cops?  Why didn’t you call the cops?  And, if I see somebody sellin’ drugs, every time I see the dope dealer over on Cottage, I call the cops.  And, I explain what color brown Jeep he’s driving and tell ‘em what the plate is.  I call the cops.  What I’m saying to you people, you people were going to vote aye on this particular, ah, Ordinance.  You’ve identified the problem.  Let’s refer this matter back so we can address it.  And, rectify the situation.  Additionally.  I mean you’ve taken hundreds of thousands of dollars away from these organizations who provide services to our citizens.  Think about that.  Oh, I’m not trying to hurt the organization.  Bull shit.  You know, you are.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:
As I look around this room, I been in Kankakee longer than anybody in here that safety issue I have never seen and when the Kiwanis stops and give me peanuts, I give.  I have never seen no safety issues.  It’s just a trumped-up charge.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  Alderman Browne.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Alderman Hunter does point out a very good point that there shouldn’t be any children out there.  But, my, again, it’s not a matter of children or adults.  One life isn’t worth more than another and, as I look at that situation, adults make the same mistakes that children do.  Ah, sometimes we get carried away in our conversations and things and these corners are just extremely dangerous.  If we can find a good place off the road, I’m 100% in support of these organizations.  It’s just that it’s entirely too dangerous to do in the middle of a road.    Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  We have a motion and a second to place this on First Reading.  Roll call.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Who made the motion?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Motion to Table.  I vote to Table.  I know it’s not going to prevail.  Vote to Table.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter to Table. Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN COX:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Second by Alderman Cox to Table this.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Stokes; Davidson; Cox (5)  


NAY: Browne; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones (9)

MOTION TO TABLE ORDINANCE RESCINDING PRIOR ORDINANCE NO. 06-11

(ALLOWING “TAG DAYS”)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The motion passes........fails, I’m sorry.  The motion fails.  So, we need to now go back to our motion.  We have a first and a second to place this on First Reading.  Alderman Swanson made the motion. Alderman Jones made the second.  Roll call.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Is it.......question.....technical question at this point.  Could somebody tell me where do these organizations derive their proceeds since they’re being........I understand that.  I understand that.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I can answer.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I understand that.  With the abolition–and that’s a unique word– with the abolition of....of the right for those individuals to have tag days,  where do they get the money from?  I know CDA provides some funds and to some organizations that.........where are these organizations going to derive their funds that you’re cutting off?  You’re literally cutting them off.  That is a significant part of their program.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Swanson.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Ah, I do know I talked to the Knights of Colombus when I  was out on the corner for them and I brought this issue up and they do solicit businesses as well as Kiwanis Club and they sell cases to the businesses and in turn businesses–some of ‘em–even sell the candy at their counters and give more money back to the organizations.  So, they.... they’re...those people are already looking for alternatives.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Kankakee County is...........

THEODIS PACE:
Nobody called me.  Thirty-four years of my life, nobody called me.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Excuse me.

MANY PEOPLE SPEAKING

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
This is not Russia.  Let the man speak.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Excuse me.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I’ll permit him to speak.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Excuse me.  Excuse me.  Alderman.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I’ll permit him to speak.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I move that Alderman........Mr. Pace is permitted to speak.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We will conduct business here in a responsible manner.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Oh, we’re trying to, but what we’re saying here.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
No.  No, we’re not.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Is that they’re harming the youth and the disabled and those unfortunate individuals who.........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman.  First of all, Mr. Pace was out of order.  Public Comment portion of the meeting is closed.  Alderman Swanson has made a motion.  Alderman Jones has seconded the motion.  We are now up for a roll call.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Did I get a response to my question?  It wasn’t rhetorical.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
It isn’t up to the Council to determine the shortfall on the organizations.  This is a safety issue that the Ordinance Committee voted unanimously to bring to the full Council.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Well, you know what’s interesting.  When I look at Plessy vs. Furgeson in 1896....

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
That.....that was, ah, a voted upon.  I guess in a unanimous way, as well, too.  I’m just saying to you, it’s wrong.  You can do what you want to do, but it’s wrong.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman.  There are 14 people that are elected to represent the residents.  Each Alderman is entitled to his or her vote.  You may....

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Oh, I don’t disagree with that.   

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Then we are allowed and we are taking the vote.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Let...let  ‘em do it then.  Let ‘em do it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE: Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; (9)  


NAY:   Brown; Hunter; Stokes; Davidson; Cox (5)   

ORDINANCE RESCINDING PRIOR ORDINANCE NO. 06-11 (ALLOWING “TAG DAYS”)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The motion carries.  This item will be on the agenda next time for Second Reading.  There are no Appointments.  Moving onto Motions and Resolutions, we have a Resolution authorizing the execution of the Kankakee River Valley Enterprise Zone Intergovernmental Agreement.  Mr. VanMill is here from the County if there are any questions, ah, on the extension of this Enterprise Zone.  It has been requested by the Village of Herscher to be used for the project of a new car dealership.  Mr. VanMill, do you want to just give a brief....

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Permission to do that.  You wouldn’t let Pace speak.  Now is VanMill......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I’m offering Mr. VanMill.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Now, hang on.  You know.......hang on.  Pace wanted to speak.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman.  You are out of order.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Well, I know I am, but I’m saying.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The Chair has asked.......

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I’m trying to explain to you.....

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The Chair has asked Mr. VanMill to answer any questions, just as I ask other Department Heads or people if there’s an issue before the committee.  If you don’t want to answer questions.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I asked that Mr. Pace be able to speak as well, too.  And, you said he was out of order.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Mr....excuse me.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I don’t want to argue with you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
You are.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I’m not arguing with you.  I’m not being.....

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
And, at least you can respect the Chair.  Mr. VanMill, would you like to give a brief summary of this issue at hand?  And, then answer any questions any of the Aldermen might have.

MIKE VANMILL:
Thank you, Mayor and City Council.  Tonight I’m here to answer any questions you have regarding an expansion of the Enterprise Zone.  Ah, the Village of Herscher approached the County of Kankakee to request, ah, participation into the Kankakee River Valley Enterprise Zone for, as the Mayor indicated, a new auto dealership expansion that is planned within the Village.  Country Chevrolet, which has been a long-standing business in the City–or in the Village–is looking to expand out about six blocks away from their current location in downtown....in the downtown area out to 115 and Herscher Road.  Ah, the expansion that we’re talking about doing is taking a site that is.....that starts at, ah, the site of the City of Kankakee’s proposed ethanol plant that we had expanded several years ago and taking a three-foot strip down Route 115 to seven acres in which they’re looking to put the....the, ah, dealership on.  Ah, the current Enterprise Zone, ah, has a maximum amount of square miles of 15.  And, we’re at about 12 square miles.  The expansion that we’re talking about with the three-foot strip and the seven acres is approximately eight acres of land that would be consumed by the expansion.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Would you like to speak to what an Enterprise Zone offers a project?

MIKE VANMILL:
Yeah, sure.  The Kankakee River Valley Enterprise Zone, ah, provides a couple different incentives here locally.  The first one for in the City of Kankakee is property tax abatements on any type of manufacturing industrial warehousing project that does not provide.........they do not provide property tax abatement for any commercial projects.  It also allows any development to take advantage of sales tax abatement and on any building materials that would go into the project.  So, those are basically the two local incentives.  At the State level, ah, there is a job tax credit if you have over........if you create over five employees or you have over $5,000,000.00 worth of project.  And, there’s a number of other corporate type of, ah, programs that the State does offer, ah, that some of our industry here take advantage and some don’t.  But, basically, in this case, there is no property tax abatement.  It is for the sales tax on the building materials. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Are there any questions for Mr. VanMill?  Alderman Davidson.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
Would you say that the Herscher area is depressed?

MIKE VANMILL:
Well, I would say that the.......when I look at our.....the Kankakee River Valley Enterprise Zone, it encompasses quite a large area.  Ah, depressed, and I think they’re referring to the idea that what the Enterprise Zones are for.  There’s a couple different reasons and a couple different factors that go into play in the Enterprise Zones.  Obviously, there’s 97 Enterprise Zones across the State of Illinois.  97.  There’s communities that.....that term is totally different.  Now, there’s two ways of expanding Enterprise Zones.  Depressed areas.  When we came in here about a year ago, we took a three-foot strip and tried to incorporate the Esselte site if you all remember that.  We brought that in through that process.  But we also have provided Enterprise Zones for eminent projects and we did that in the south industrial park for Kankakee.  We provided for the ethanol plants in the.....in the farming district at.......south of the Village....or the City and also we’ve done it in Bourbonnais and in Bradley as well.  We just incorporated the Elks, you did pass an Ordinance to include the Elks Country Club in the Enterprise Zone, about a year ago as well.  So, it has been used for different reasons, eminent, you can see, eminent projects or an area that needs it because of other reasons.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:
Hi, John.  indistinguishable baseball.

MIKE VANMILL:
Hey coach.  

ALDERMAN COX:
I want to go on record, ah, you did some indistinguishable in the First Ward a long time ago, didn’t you?

MIKE VANMILL:
Sure did.

ALDERMAN COX:
Is it a flood zone?

MIKE VANMILL:
Partially.

ALDERMAN COX:
Are you aware of anything the City of Kankakee done to improve that–Soldier Creek? 

MIKE VANMILL:
Ah, not right now I don’t.

ALDERMAN COX:
Since 1959 flood.  

MIKE VANMILL:
Yeah. 

ALDERMAN COX:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Any other questions?

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Osenga.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Mike, do we know how big a project this is going to be?  Dollar wise.

MIKE VANMILL:
Ah, it’s a multi.........it’s about a $2 million project I believe that has expanded in price and when the Village of Herscher came to, ah, the County, ah, because the Village was working with the company, the price was getting higher and higher because the demands of, I think, of Chevrolet is what I understand that it was getting to a point where they were not going to be able to do the project and they needed some assistance I think, so.....

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
My second question.  Are there any guidelines on hiring local people and union people or any restrictions or guidelines?

MIKE VANMILL:
Not according to the Enterprise Zone.  

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
Okay.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, are there going to be any minorities that’s going to be incorporated in building this site and also, how does the citizens in that area feel about it you bringing that there?

MIKE VANMILL:
There’s a couple things.  Number one, I don’t believe that the company has gone out for bid yet.  I think that they’re still looking to see if this project can work based upon the numbers, so I know that they have not.........based on when I’ve talked to them in the last couple days, no bids have gone out.  No specs........the blueprints aren’t even completed yet.  So, that is a process that’s still going to continue.  And, the Village of Herscher has to pass an Ordinance similar to the City of Kankakee has to pass and they did pass it unanimously.  So, based upon, you know, the representation of the Village of Herscher, they....they do support it.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Linneman.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 
Ah, is Country Chevrolet in any danger of losing their dealership if they cannot build a new facility to satisfy Chevrolet?

MIKE VANMILL:
I wouldn’t be able to answer that specifically.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Browne.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Ah, the communities in here, Kankakee, Bourbonnais, Bradley, Aroma Park and Herscher, are these current members of the Enterprise Zone?  Is that why........

MIKE VAN MILL:
Herscher is not a current member.  They would become a member as a result of this, but everyone that you mentioned have passed this Ordinance already.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
And, that’s they had a vote is because they’re a part of this.

MIKE VANMILL:
That’s right.  Each of them have a veto authority over any expansion.  

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
And, I have........one other thing that you can clarify for the record that was a concern of mine prior to coming in here and that was, is the City of Kankakee considered part of this Enterprise Zone because my concern was, if we’re going to go from West Kankakee to Herscher are we really going to damage our possibilities of bringing businesses to the City of Kankakee because now there is some incentive to go outside the City and your response was?

MIKE VANMILL:
No, the City of Kankakee, ah, and most of its areas that they want to attract business are in the Enterprise Zone now.  The entire downtown area, all the industrial districts that are on the east side, south side and northeast side of the....of the City are in the zone already.  All of Schuyler, ah, all of Route 50 pretty much, so we’ve had a chance to look at this over a number of times, ah, and then when do find a site in the City that needs the Enterprise Zone, ah, we’ll go and fix it.  And, I go back to the Esselte situation.  That’s when the–the folder company left.  And that was an old factory in the middle of a neighborhood and it just didn’t have Enterprise........it didn’t have the Enterprise Zone designation because it........it really didn’t need an incentive apparently.  That was the thought.  As soon as that came out, then we said, yeah, we need the Enterprise Zone to make that a more valuable incentive of the property for future use.  Yes?

ALDERMAN BARON: 
And, how much remaining land is there in the Enterprise Zone that you have.....

MIKE VANMILL:
Approximately three square miles for this Enterprise Zone.

ATTORNEY BARON:
And, this project takes how many?

MIKE VANMILL:
Ten acres.  

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Ten acres.  And, there are 640 acres in a square mile.

MIKE VANMILL:
So, it’s about 1% of a square mile.

ATTORNEY BARON:
Then we’ll have nearly 2,000 acres left in the Enterprise Zone after this is done.

MIKE VANMILL:
Yes.

ALDERMAN BARON:
If we approve it.

MIKE VANMILL;
And, I think that there’s another point that I would like to.........yes, Dennis....is that this Enterprise Zone expires in two years.  So, unless we have additional legislation at the State level, ah, the Enterprise Zone incentive program will go away.  If we do get the 20-year extension, which we’re advocating for, we will have to go back in two years and go through this whole process of determining, ah, the property makeup, the boundaries and everything, what kind of incentives locally we’re going to want to provide going forward.  So, right now, this Enterprise Zone is, ah, going to be..........is planned to expire in two years.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
How come this never came to the Economic Development Committee?  How long has this been out there?

MIKE VANMILL:
Well, I brought it out several..........probably November or October to talk within our Committee.  We have.......there’s an Enterprise Zone Committee.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
And, we also have Economic Development Committee.  

MIKE VANMILL:
That I’m not aware of.  I apologize.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
But, I believe it was on agenda....not....some time ago and the County asked us to pull it because at that time, there was some discussion about another, ah, project that was going to require Enterprise Zone status.  

MIKE VANMILL:
Correct.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
And, when that project, ah, failed, then the County asked us to put it back on the agenda and this was the first opportunity that we had to put it back on the agenda after they came to us a second time.  And, there is a time frame here that this has to be passed.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
May I ask....may I speak?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Just making sure.  Ah, I think Mr. Taylor read a statement, he said that the act states a depressed area, ah, means an area in which pervasive poverty, unemployment and economic distress exists.  Is that a true statement?

MIKE VANMILL:
I think partially.  There’s probably more things that should be in included in there.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
But, what I read, is that true do you think?

MIKE VANMILL:
I’ll go along with it.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Let me read it again.  “The Act states a depressed area.”

MIKE VANMILL:
By who?  Whose standard?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Well, this is supposedly verbatim from the Act itself.

MIKE VANMILL:
That’s from the Enterprise Zone...

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Yeah.  I just want to make sure.

MIKE VANMILL:
That’s from the Enterprise Zone, sure.  Sure.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I don’t want to say something that I can’t back up.  You know, that’s what I’ve learned after thirty-some years I’ve been here.  Make sure if you make a statement, you can prove it.  

MIKE VANMILL:
Okay.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay.  In the United States, a depressed area means an area in which pervasive poverty, unemployment and economic distress exists.  So, let’s say that’s a fair statement.  Is that correct?

MIKE VANMILL:
Okay.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
How many jobs are going to be created in this project?  

MIKE VANMILL:
I would have to go back to the application.  I don’t have that off the top of my head right here.  It’s probably a combination of construction jobs and the jobs that are in the facility which are probably ten to fifteen.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I’m not trying to put you on the hot seat, Mr. VanMill.

MIKE VANMILL:
Yeah, yeah.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I just, you know, when people come in and ask us to do somethin’, you know, most of the time I’ll ask questions about it.  Ah, so, you don’t how many........

MIKE VANMILL:
I know there’s about ten.  I know there’s ten to fifteen individuals that work for the, ah, company..........

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
But, that’s not creating new jobs though.  Those are not new jobs.  Those are existing jobs.  

MIKE VANMILL:
Sure.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Is that right?  A correct–that statement?

MIKE VANMILL:
Sure

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Ah, what are the incentives offered by the Village of Herscher?  What are they offering?

MIKE VANMILL:
That I don’t know.  The only thing that I’m aware of is that there’s perhaps a sales tax sharing agreement.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Well, hang on.  Perhaps.........or?

MIKE VANMILL:
That’s what I understand.  I don’t have the Ordinance  but, it’s my understanding that they have a sales tax sharing agreement.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay.  Let me ask you this.  Has the Village of Hopkins Park ever attempted.........would you consider that an impoverished area?

MIKE VANMILL:
Yes.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay. Have there been any overtures by the Economic Alliance or the County Board to........to extend the Enterprise Zone out to Hopkins Park?

MIKE VANMILL;
Well, as a matter of fact, as of last week, speaking to the Mayor, there’s overtures to look at.........yes, I mean, we’ve.........

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Overtures.  

MIKE VANMILL:
Well, I........  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Overtures.  

MIKE VANMILL:
 We need to know what...........yes, we have.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Overture, well, an overture does not, ah, meet the test of a commitment.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
But, that is not this Enterprise Zone, is that correct?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Hang on.  Hang on.  I checked with Mayor Payton, former Mayor Payton.

MIKE VANMILL:
Um huh (affirmative).   

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I also checked with Mayor Jones and they would love to have been incorporated into the Enterprise Zone. 

MIKE VANMILL:
Sure.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
But, the County Board never saw fit to do so.  But, I think, it is considered an impoverished area.   Is that correct?

MIKE VANMILL:
Yeah.  Okay.

ALDERMAN COX:
John.  Are you aware of any people of color or Hispanics living there?

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Yes, there are.

ALDERMAN COX:
I haven’t seen ‘em.  

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
If you’ve gone out there during the day, there are people of color.

ALDERMAN COX:
I don’t want to get lynched.  Like they did in years........in the past.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  I think we’re exhausted this topic.  Do I have a motion?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Ah, one moment, Mayor, please.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Why did you bring this up here?

MIKE VANMILL:
In case there was a.........I brought this up and I didn’t know where to put it.  There wasn’t a tripod, but this does give you additional information of the proposed expansion.  I would, ah, the red expansion was the, ah, proposal that, ah, the Mayor references not going forward.  The green, ah, for illustration purposes shows where the extension comes from the previous ethanol plant that was proposed in the City and takes the route along 115 for nine miles and it incorporates the 7-acre tract on the northwest corner of Herscher Road and 115.  It was just for illustration purposes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you. Do we have a motion to place..............

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Alderman Swanson would like to make a motion authorizing the execution of the Enterprise Zone.  Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Seconded by Alderman Faford.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Wait.  I didn’t.........who voted the motion approved.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I did, Alderman.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Swanson and Alderman Faford.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Just to make sure.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I did.  Thank you for checking.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Question on the motion?  May I?  Question on the motion?  Counsel is that appropriate?  May I speak?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
That’s up to the Mayor.  She’s already acknowledged you and said you could speak.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Ah, got a question again Mr. VanMill.  You indicated that the present Enterprise Zone legislation is due to expire in two years?

MIKE VANMILL:
Yes.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
And, how long have we had the Enterprise Zone?  In existence.....the whole concept the State law?

MIKE VANMILL:
Since.........for our references, 1984.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay.  Some period of time, so 1984, this is 2012.  And, Hopkins Park was never–there was never an overture, as you indicated,  to incorporate them into this Enterprise Zone.

MIKE VANMILL:
Well.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Is that a fair statement?

MIKE VANMILL:
The Enterprise Zone.......this would not be the Enterprise Zone I would take to Hopkins Park, number one.  I would be using the Kankakee County Enterprise Zone which we’ve just taken to Momence which now gets it closer.  Ah, we did do about, we did take a three-foot strip the Village of Manteno, ah to take in parts of the Momence in our attempt to get to the east side.....end of the County.  That was just adopted and certified by the State of Illinois in the middle of January.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Is there a three-foot ditch that you could run from Momence to Hopkins Park?

MIKE VANMILL:
Well, it’s not a ditch.......but that’s where we’re goin’.  I mean that’s how it’s heading.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I’m just askin’.

MIKE VANMILL:
Yeah, yeah.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:  
I mean, you’re the expert in this area.

MIKE VANMILL:
That’s where we’re heading.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Tall.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Ah, Mr. VanMill, you mentioned that there is how much remaining in the Enterprise Zone?

MIKE VANMILL:
There’s about.....about three square miles in the Kankakee River Valley Enterprise Zone.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay, we have a motion and a second.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:  Browne, R.; Baron; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; (7)  

NAY:   Brown; Hunter (I’ll pass right now.  I’ll give you a vote in a few.); Thompson; Stokes (I’ll pass right now.); Jones; Davidson; Cox (7)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The Chair votes yes.  The motion carries.  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE KANKAKEE RIVER 

VALLEY ENTERPRISE ZONE INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Moving onto Item C, the State of Illinois Joint Purchasing Program Participation.  We need to, ah, certify that we would like to do the State purchasing.  We will do that through the Police Department.  Do I have a motion to, ah, to do this?

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Osenga.  Do I have a second?  

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Seconded by Alderman Rich Browne.  Are there any questions?  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
What does this provide for?  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
State purchasing, so we can use the State purchase bid price.  Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

STATE OF ILLINOIS JOINT PURCHASING PROGRAM  PARTICIPATION 

RESOLUTION (CITY OF KANKAKEE POLICE DEPARTMENT)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  We will need an Executive Session this evening to discuss contracts and personnel.  Do I have any other...........

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Before we do that, what about Aldermen’s Comments and Questions.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I was just going to do that.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Do I have Alderman’s Questions or Comments?  Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:
Some of my concerns was already answered by Code that, ah, Code was still doin’ a rehab..........I mean inspection for Section 8 and Alderman Davidson did answer my other question that we are going to apply for lead abatement and single-family rehab and apartment owners and now I’m gettin’ down now.  I am sick, he is sick and the residents is sick of 806 E. Birch.  There’s a man.........two people have came and told me they would buy that junk.  If the City would haul it out, there’s about $4 or 5,000 worth of junk in that place.  That place has been like that for years. Hasn’t been taken care of indistinguishable  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Alderman, you’re correct.  And, I........

ALDERMAN COX: 
When was the new boundaries, ah, Mr.........ah, Mr. Cross when will the new Ward boundaries be in? 

CLIFF CROSS:
I’m sorry.  What’s that?

ALDERMAN COX:
When will the new boundaries for the Wards be ready for the City?  2010 census.

CLIFF CROSS:
indistinguishable  I have nothing to do with that.

ALDERMAN COX:
You do, too.

CLIFF CROSS:
That’s Chris Bohlen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman.  

ALDERMAN COX:
indistinguishable while he was in.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We will take care of..........we have not completed the redistricting because of the census at this time.  It will be brought to the Council when it’s complete.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Well hang on.

ALDERMAN COX:
Here it’s 2012 and the census was taken in 2010.

CLIFF CROSS;
I understand that Alderman Cox but the numbers come in after 2010 and we’re looking at redistricting to make sure we indistinguishable the requirements    That’s not a zoning issue sir. We have to work with the Legal Department to make sure.

ALDERMAN COX:
Who is we?

CLIFF CROSS:
Well, I mean, they’re going to ask me to work with Mr. Newton to lay it out on the GIS and everything else.  I mean, I.....I have nothing to do with that.

ALDERMAN COX:
Mayor, one more question.  Maybe the Chief can answer this. Can felons have pit bulls?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Can who have pit bulls, Alderman?

ALDERMAN COX:
Convicted felons.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes.

ALDERMAN COX:
Is that right, Chris?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
There is no restriction on ownership of an animal.  By breed.

ALDERMAN COX:
Well, maybe Alderman Swanson needs to get on that then. Thank you.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, I just want to make sure that........

UNKNOWN PERSONS:
indistinguishable conversations.
ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Good job, Bubba.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Yeah, if I may.  Thank you.  The comments that Mr. Terry Taylor made with respect to the written statement of, ah, Michael Smith, Michael W. Smith, I’d like submitted to the Council for incorporation in the minutes.  Additionally, to piggyback on what Alderman Cox has talked about, and Pat and I have discussed this, you know, for a long time as well, too, regarding the old property at Birch Street and Rosewood as well as the property over on North Cottage.  Ah, you know, there used to be a guy around town that used to burn places.  Liked to burn down.  You know.  He used to.  I think Larry O, you who he is, but he’s no longer in this area.  Ah, sometimes I get so frustrated in terms of us not being able to serve the gentleman that owns the properties that sometimes you almost feel like calling this guy and saying, I have a couple jobs for you.  And, I’m not encouraging anybody to break the law of course.  That’s  just rhetorical.  With respect to what Alderman Cox mentioned about Ward maps.  That’s going to be a collaborative effort.  It’s not going to be something that–understand this, now quote me on this–it’s not going to be something that the administration brings to the Council.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Thank you.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
It’s going to be a collaborative effort that the Democrats and the administration shall enjoin themselves into, ah, proposing a Ward map.  Understand that.  So, I’m not saying something that I will rescind in the future.  Understand that.  It’s going to be collaborative .  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Any other questions before we have....

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
...we have a long Executive Session.  Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, ma’am.  I hear the echoes of our citizens speaking in regards of, ah, the landlords.  And, I understand the vote has casted, but I don’t think we catering to our citizens in terms of what they need.  We’re here to serve our citizens and when they come forth and speak about some of these issues we need to stop and listen to ‘em very closely.  Ah, the other thing is just somethin’ small, but meaningful to the people that live in that area.  Along the railroad tracks, south of town on the other side of the dam, I see the Department of Public Works, Mr. Bert Dear, did a great job in cuttin’ those weeds down.  And, I just want to let that department know we appreciate that.  We also appreciate when they come in our neighborhoods and they cut down those trees that we’ve been askin’ for them to trim which they did a good job and I see now they put together a great plan to where everyone in our community has benefitted from this tree trimming.  And, I just want to say thank you.  Thank you so much for that because now and there’s no leaves on the trees now, but during the course of the summer when the leaves come out, ah, we should have more light.  Also, Mayor, we need to check into the lighting that is provided for us to make sure we getting efficient light bulbs.  I think the light bulbs are dim.  They showin’ light but they not puttin’......they not broadcasting.  I need to find out what size lights that we do have and what size light they make and maybe we can get one in between, but we need to check into that.  And, ah, last but not least.  The Enterprise Zone, ah, I think that yes it has been quite a while that Hopkins Park needs to be into this.  And, ah, it was nice that Mike came forward this.........with this thing.  So, ah, I just want to throw that out there.  Thank you for the time and, ah, look forward to listening to our citizens as they speak.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Tall.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Just to briefly comment.  We’ve gone through eight and a half, almost nine months, of meetings of the Building and Code.  There was several Aldermen that did not participate in the process, but have come to the Council meeting each time and then say that you have concerns, but, you haven’t brought forth your concerns.  It’s just alarming.  You know, I’ve sat here month after month and listened to several Aldermen come up here and say that they attend the meetings that they have not attended.  If you represent the people, come forward.  Come to the meeting, state your case at the meeting.  Don’t wait ‘til you get to Council meeting and then cause an argument.  That’s not how business is done.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  

ALDERMAN COX:
Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:
indistinguishable that the City of Kankakee authorize the Sheriff’s Department to go indistinguishable Jeff Talano.  They know where he’s at.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay, Aldermen.  We need to........we desperately need to go into an Executive Session.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I’ll make the motion.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Osenga.  All those in favor, aye.

MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS PERSONNEL/CONTRACTS 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We are in Executive Session.













8:35 P.M.














9:25 P.M.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Do I have a motion to adjourn?

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Browne, seconded by Alderman.........

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Osenga.  All those in favor, aye.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We are adjourned.













9:25 P.M.
MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING
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