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CITY COUNCIL MEETING

FEBRUARY 21, 2012      7:02 P.M.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
I’d like to call the meeting to order.  Good evening.  Mayor Epstein is not here tonight.  She’s ill and as consequence of that, as the Mayor Pro Tem, I’ll be presiding over the meeting here tonight.  We’ll start off with and looking for Rev. Carl Randle, but he hasn’t shown.  So, brother Snipes, would you lead us in prayer?

ROBERT ELLINGTON SNIPES:
Bow our heads.  Most gracious God, we come to thank You for the opportunity to be here tonight.  God, we ask that You look over those that are making the decisions for our City.  God, we ask that You lead them and guide them.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
We’ll be led in the Pledge of Allegiance by the Kankakee High School Students Against Destructive Decisions.  I assume they’re here.  

KANKAKEE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AGAINST 

DESTRUCTIVE DECISIONS AND ALL:


Pledge of Allegiance

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
How about a round of applause.  Let me say in the beginning, I see a lot of people here and I assume they’re here for the, ah, public comments.  Ah, there’s been a change in terms of the status of the Ordinance that would be brought up, ah, for Second Reading to address the issue of tag day.  Ah, as a consequence of some concern and some negotiation, that particular matter will be referred to the, ah, Ordinance Committee at a date uncertain.  Danita Swanson, who is the Alderman in the 4th Ward who is the Chairman of that Committee and as a consequence of that, she’ll let the media know and let us know when that meeting will be held.  Ah, so, as I indicated earlier, by virtue of that, ah, I empathize with you with respect to your coming here today to speak on any other subject as well, too.  You still may be able to speak, ah, to that matter on the open microphone.  I have a list of the people who have signed up to speak and we’ll follow things accordingly.  You’re governed by certain actions.  Let me just read the opening statement regarding public comments. Please give your name and direct your comments to the Mayor Pro Tem. Comments are limited to five minutes. No personal attacks upon City Council members, staff, or other persons in attendance or absent will be permitted.  In addition, discussion on matters which are currently under legal review will not be permitted.  Okay, the first person who has signed the, ah, list to speak is Ray Schneider from the Village of Herscher, who is the Council President.

RAY SCHNEIDER:
Thank you, Mayor Pro Tem Hunter and City Council members.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Can’t hear you.

RAY SCHNEIDER:
I’m sorry.  Again, thank you Mayor Pro Tem Hunter and the City Council.  My name is Ray Schnieder.  I’m with the Village of Herscher.  I’m the Mayor.  I thank you for allowing me to address your Council.  I come before you this evening so I can provide information that will, hopefully, dispel any negative views that any of the Council members may have with regards to passing the Enterprize Zone.  The Resolution thus granting the Village of Herscher a member of the Enterprise Zone.  If you don’t mind, I’d like to read from this prepared statement.  I’ve heard that a person from the public had addressed your Council prior to the previous vote and expressed their view that Herscher is not an economic disadvantaged community.  And, it was repeated this past week on a local radio station.  I can tell you that the Village of Herscher is no more or no less an economic disadvantaged community than most all of the current members of the Enterprise Zone.  However, I would argue that Herscher would be slightly be more to the disadvantaged based on the fact that the last time that a commercial business was built in our Village was more than a decade ago.  During the same time period, the following businesses have closed.  We’ve had two retail stores, a restaurant, two construction contracting businesses, a commercial door factory, a steel fabrication facility and a grocery store.  All have closed, shuttered their doors and employment lost.  The Village of Herscher would like to have Country Chevrolet be part of the Enterprise Zone in a way that would assist them with the huge financial investment required for the new facility.  The current owners of Country Chevrolet purchased the dealership in 2005.  They started out with five employees and currently have 15.  In 2009, General Motors was going through difficult financial times and were evaluating the dealerships around the country and, in fact, closed thousands.  Country Chevrolet was able to convince GM that they had a good business model and GM agreed.  However, GM agreement came with strings attached.  Country Chevrolet either had to modernize the existing downtown facility or build a new one.  The dealership evaluated all options and the conclusion was to build a new facility.  During the time that they have been in the downtown facility and obtaining the new property at the entrance of Herscher, it had made various necessary upgrades which were all completed by union contractors.  Country Chevrolet has a very good relationship with union contractors and will assure them they will all be given the opportunity to bid on the work for the new facility.  The Village of Herscher will be providing additional infrastructure to the new facility and will utilize union contractors.  Our Village board was both surprised and concerned by the narrow approval of the previous vote.  The Boards of Kankakee County, the Villages of Bourbonnias, Bradley, Aroma Park and Herscher have all passed Resolutions that would allow our Village to become a member and have access to this economic tool.  We need to show GM that the people of Kankakee County encourage companies such as GM to invest in our County and that we promote business climates through economic tools.  On behalf of the Village Board and citizens of Herscher, I think you for your time.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Thank you very much.  The next speaker will be Mr.Tim Dee.  I saw Tim here.  He’s in the back.  And, he’ll be followed by Larry Enz.  

TIM DEE:
Good afternoon everyone.  I’m here on behalf of the tag days.  Ah, Alderman Hunter informed me that we’re goin’ to be losin’ those and I just want further input on that.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
What initially transpired is that it was an initial vote of nine to give for the abolition of tag day.  That matter was, ah, is before us tonight, however, it will be referred back to the Ordinance Committee under the tutelage of the senior Alderman from the 4th Ward, Danita Swanson.  So, some determination will be made as to when, ah, that will be as far as a committee meeting, Ordinance Committee, and I would assume that people would advise you as to when that would happen and you could be in attendance and voice your concern. 

TIM DEE:
Thank you very much.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Mr. Enz.

LARRY ENZ:
Ah, Mr. Mayor, Councilmen, I’ll introduce myself.  I’m Larry Enz.  I’m a member of the County Board and, ah, I just got a couple statements I’d like to make and maybe a question to ask.  Ah, first of all, I’ll let you know that I was one of the people at the County Board that voted against extending this Enterprise Zone to Herscher.  I.....I feel that they’re a perfectly profitable car dealership.  Ah, I don’t believe that they need to take approximately $40,000.00 in tax breaks away from the poor people which that burden would fall upon the poor people if we give it to them.  Ah, it just doesn’t make sense.  Ah, I’m sure they’re in a position that they can afford to do that.  They’re one of the top selling car dealers in this town.  I don’t know why we would consider, ah, giving them a big tax break while at the same meeting, we’re taking away from the poor, their right to raise funds.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Thank you very much.  Ms. Diane Boone followed by John Willard.

DIANE BOONE:
Good evening.  My name is Diane Boone.  I am a concerned citizen.  I’m here about tag day.  Tag day is a nonprofit organization for poor peoples.  And, it’s a shame that whoever decided they want to take it away.  So, that mean, if you take that away from the disadvantaged and the disabled peoples, what about the other nonprofit organization, like the Fire Department when they out there with the boot and they axin’ for money.  People for breast cancer and on and on and on.  Veterans and on and on and on. So, please consider not takin’ anything away from the poor peoples or the disabled peoples because they need that fundin’ to help them to get through with some of the things that they can’t afford.  And, there’s somethin’ else I want you to understand.  Stop takin’ away from the needy because you’re greedy.  Thank you.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Thank you, Ms. Boone.  Followed by April Ledbetter after Mr. Willard.

JOHN WILLARD:
Good evening Mayor Pro Tem, Council members.  I’m John Willard.  I would like to put on a little different hat this evening.  Not too many people know it because I don’t spread it around a whole lot, but I’ve been pretty involved in the welding industry for half of a century now.  And, as a result of that, been elected some of my peers to represent the American Welding Society as their District Director which covers the greater part of Northern Illinois and a little bit of Indiana and some of the other border states.  Ah, it’s my responsibility in that position to petition anyone who will listen to, ah, to encourage young folks to get into the welding industry.  We are runnin’ short of welders and we’re runnin’ short of inspectors.  It’s an open field and, ah, as such, I’ve taken a number of positions that are, ah, tools toward that end.  It seems to me that in Kankakee County, our focus has turned to supporting retail enterprises and not supporting manufacturing enterprises.  Recently, the Illinois Fabricators, where I began my welding career, first time out in the street, tryin’ to make a living as a welder, that recently closed, I didn’t hear a big furor over it or somebody wantin’ to do somethin’ to give tax benefits to Illinois Fabricators.  American Spring Wire is closed down and on and on and on.  And, as Mayor Schnieder mentioned also, a fabricating shop in Herscher.  Ah, those are good payin’ manufacturing jobs.  They’re not low payin’ retail jobs and we need to use our tools, as it were, to support manufacturing jobs and that’s what I’m here to petition you to do.  Ah, if a retailer is profitable, ah, that’s fine, but maybe they don’t need that help so much.  But, when a shop like Illinois Fabricators that has been an icon in our town since before my career started, just closed the shop and turns out probably 20 or 30 good payin’ jobs are now gone and this Council isn’t concerned about that.  That’s a concern for me and it’s my responsibility to remind you that should be a concern for you.  Thank you.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Thank you very much Mr. Willard.

ALDERMAN COX:
Where do we apply?

JOHN WILLARD:
To be a welder?

ALDERMAN COX:
Yeah.

JOHN WILLARD:
I’ll give you my phone number right after the meeting.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Thank you very much, Mr. Willard.  April Ledbetter followed by Theodis Pace.

APRIL LEDBETTER:
Good evening everyone.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Good evening.

APRIL LEDBETTER:
My name is April Ledbetter.  I am a member of the Gotta’ Do Better, Inc., but I’m speakin’ to you tonight as the mother of three boys and a citizen of the City of Kankakee.  There are several organizations that would be affected by the ban on tag days, but I am here to discuss or speak on behalf of the little league organizations.  I don’t have to go into detail about our economy because it’s hitting us all hard.  Each little league organization does their own separate fund raisers, like candle sales, pizza sales and frozen cookie dough.  Every year these items continue to go up in price causing the profit for each program to go down because people can’t afford or can only afford small amounts of the items bein’ sold.  Little league organizations are vital to our children, but sadly, a lot of parents because of the economy, cannot afford these fees.  I know, personally, that some of the coaches of these organizations help offset this cost by payin’ out of their own pockets.  But, tag days also plays an major part in the effort.  Safety has been a major concern and main factor in the reason for this consideration of ban.  I agree that it should be a concern, but why not enforce or amend  the rules to it.  For instance, any organization allowing children to participate should be punished or somethin, you know, happen that, ah, to that particular organization.  Not to all or to those across the board.  To put a ban across the board is unfair and will further hurt organizations that are already havin’ trouble keepin’ their heads above water.  Fees, equipment, maintenance, official costs, all have to be paid and these teams help kids develop work ethic responsibility, teamwork and friendships that will carry them into their adulthood.  Without these teams, because the ban on tag days will create hardship that will eventually cause these organizations to close their doors to our children.  Our kids will turn to crime and criminal activity out of boredom.  Please vote to continue to allow this important fund raiser.  I know I will work with the City in any way to help resolve any issues as well as a lot of our other community members and leaders.  Thank you for your time.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Thank you. Mrs. Ledbetter.  Mr. Pace, followed by Peter Pagast.

THEODIS PACE:
Good evening, my name is Theodis Pace.  I’m a 39-year resident of Kankakee.  For the past 35 years, I have given to this community.  One of the organizations in question as relates to tag day is the Kankakee Eastside Junior Football League.  However, I just want to applaud the Council for reconsidering, ah, tag day and going back to committee.  Just some items, fruit for thought, one, ah, for the past two years there was 29 organizations that, ah, request tag day, 12 in 2010, 17 in 2011.

 MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
And, this is a list that you provided.

THEODIS PACE:
Yes, ah, in our last meeting on April.........February 6, there was some comments made as relates to our neighbors to the north and I’m sure I would be at the, ah, I would be at all of the other Ordinance Committee meetings, but when those individuals in this Council start talking about our neighbors to the north, I want them to take in consideration of the social economic of the difference of the unemployment rate here in Kankakee versus the Village of Bourbonnais and Bradley.  Ah, total different gave.  Ah, the Village of Bourbonnais is gonna’ support the Bourbonnais Bears.  The Village of Bourbonnais is gonna’ support the Dynamo Soccer League.  The Village of Bradley is gonna’ support the Bradley Lions.  I can attest to anybody, any other persons in here, we can start from the far east side of Kankakee and go all the way west on Court Street and let’s make a stop at some of our local businesses and see what kind of solicitation that we can gain, ah, from the local business here.  It doesn’t exist.  Eastside Junior Football League inception 19...........July of 1965 is this where Ms. Ledbetter just mentioned.  It’s not about the athletics.  It’s about the whole person, particularly the things that some of the coaches entail and they have to deal with spending they own funds.  So, ah, I’m glad, again.........I don’t want to get redundant, I’m glad to see we goin’ back to Committee, ah, and I hope we’ll be a little bit more inclusive to not only the organizations that have hosted and put on tag day, but also maybe the individual citizens who oppose it.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Thank you, Mr. Pace.  Peter Pagast, followed by Mr. Duane Tucker.

PETER PAGAST:
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak to the City of Kankakee, to the officials of the City of Kankakee.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Get a little closer Peter.

PETER PAGAST:
Okay.  My name is Dr. Peter Pagast.  To my friends I’m called as just Peter.  Ah, I saw last Friday in the Chicago Tribune, an article and it says, “Wind Energy Hit By Tax Credit Blows”   Underneath you see a picture of a windmill and it says, “Wind projects in Illinois would generate 13,892 megawatts of electricity, enough to power 3.3 million homes per day, but developers say many will be abandoned or greatly delayed without federal subsidies.  And, then, underneath it says, “Wind industry progress may stall.  A deal to renew a tax credit for wind production failed Thursday in Washington and could cause some projects to stall or be abandoned.  In previous years, after energy incentives expired, new wind capacity dropped significantly.”  I urge.........I urge the committee.........the County community, every farmers who might be involved in a project right now in Otto Township and Pilot Township, ah, every farmer should write to their representatives, like Congressman Kinzinger, Manzullo, ah, Congressman.........

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Jesse Jackson.

PETER PAGAST:
Jesse Jackson, Jr. and Halvorson to urge them to bring this up because in the article says, “This does not mean that it cannot be reapplied.  You still have a chance, even this year.”  But, nothing seems to get done.  In another.........now I’ll make it short.  Another subject says, “Windfarm plans stagnant.”  And, it’s amazing what’s going on in that respect.  I’m on the County Board.  I had no clue what was going on about this until yesterday when I finally figured........ was informed something is going on and you will read everything in the newspaper.  And, it comes down to.........to, ah, to get a permit extension by first week I think..... first or second week of March.  So, I cannot understand why everything would be pushed to the last minute to get a permit to extend that for that project which there are, I believe, about 90 or so turbines being built in Pilot and Otto Township.  

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Thank you very much, Doctor.  Mr. Duane Tucker.......and, I can’t quite read the last name on this list here.  This is Jen?  Can you read this?

CLERK DUMAS: 
That’s Jess Gathing.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Oh, Jessie, you’re writing in hieroglyphics, Alderman.  He signs so much..........Okay, Mr. Tucker.

DUANE TUCKER:
Good evening.  I’m Duane Tucker.  I’m currently the President of the Kankakee Colts, formerly Azzarelli Colts, Riverside Colts, ah, but more importantly, I’m a native of Kankakee, and, ah, my entire adult life I’ve been involved in supporting the youth activities throughout this whole City.  Ah, it’s very important to help us manage our person’s needs, to try and be successful with these programs.  I would like to see tag day continue.  Thank you.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Thanks a lot, Mr. Tucker.  And, here comes Mr. Jess Gathing.  This’ll be the last speaker.

JESS GATHING:
I’m Jess Gathing, the former Alderman of the 1st Ward of Kankakee.  I’m a lifelong citizen.  I was born and raised here in Kankakee.  I’m a part of the Eastside Junior Football League.  Eastside Junior Football League is.....is probably between 50 and 51 years old and, ah, I have 25 years in and  actually I started playing for Eastside Moose back in probably in ‘62 or ‘63.  So, and, I’m still with the program.  Ah, a lot has been said about the need of tag day.  And, it is needed. I mean, ah, our Eastside organization, ah, we have fund raisers.  We’ve done candles, we’ve sold cookie dough, but, ah, but the tag day is a big, big help to us and it’s probably sometimes between 15 and 25%, ah, that we can pick up out on the corners to, ah, help, fund Eastside.  We want to thank you guys for your consideration of taking it back, ah, because, ah, and........and we’re all, we’re all here tonight and we’re all willing to sit down and talk with you about what it is that we need to do to keep........ to continue to have tag day.  Ah, the last meeting there was, I mean, there was some shouting and stuff and we’re all here for one common goal and that’s to serve the people.  And, as to the elected officials, I mean, ah, your duty is to....to serve your people, ah, as  a servant and.........and sometimes the road kind of gets a little tough and........ and, then that’s when, you know, guys you can’t have thin skin and sometimes, you know, you gotta’ take.........you gotta’ take.........you gotta’ take, ah, what’s out there at you because we’ve elected you to those positions.  No harm is meant by any of it, but when something’s taken away from anybody, usually they’ll reach out......they’ll reach back at you or they’ll say the things.  But, you guys, you’re the big kids and, ah, and....and, we pay you guys the big bucks to take it.  Thank you.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Thank you very much.  Okay, as I indicated earlier before, ah, we offered the microphone for public speak out.  Ah, the matter before us, ah, regarding the tag days has been referred to the Ordinance Committee.  In other words, it won’t be addressed here tonight.  But, it will be, ah, referred to the Ordinance Committee and there will be discussions amongst those Committee members as to what might be the proper thing to do.  Additionally, ah, I’m sure that Committee will permit any and all of you or representatives of you or organizations to hear their sentiments regarding–up or down–regarding this.......this project.  And, I think I’m on record in the past and have always supported, ah, youth activities and this is, ah, situation where you might be able to address the concerns that you might have.  Ah, and I want to thank all of you for coming out here, ah, this evening.   Okay, we’re going to have roll call.  As I indicated earlier, I talked with the Mayor earlier today and she was, ah, ah, bedridden.  She could hardly even get out of bed and as a consequence of that you’ve got me tonight.  So.  Okay, roll call.

7:29 P.M.
CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:  Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga (via telephone); Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  



MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
We have a quorum.  Let the record show that Alderman, ah, Osenga is present telephonically.  Larry, enjoying yourself down in Florida?

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
I’m loving it.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Okay.  Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:   Regnier; Harmon; Kambic; Bohlen; Power; Simms; Tyson; Cross; Gordon; Bertrand; Yohnka (11) 


ABSENT:    Banasiak (1)

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Okay, under Petitions, we have no Petitions presently.  Are there any Petitions from the Floor?  Any Petitions from the Floor?  Okay, moving, ah, right along under Communications, this information from ComCast is self-explanatory regarding the upcoming channel line-up.  And, I’ll entertain a motion from my seat mate........if you will.....

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Approve the minutes.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:  
Ah, there’s been a motion.  Is there a second?  Second by Alderman...........

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Aldermen Tall and Thompson to approve the minutes.  That’s something I usually do.  Any questions, comments, concerns?  Questions, comments, concerns?  All those in favor, signify by the usual sign of aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 3, 2012

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Motion passes.  Thank you very much.  Okay, again, no Petitions from the administration.  No Petitions from the Council.  The Communication regarding ComCast is self-explanatory.  Standing Committees.  Economic Development Committee.  Mr. Linneman.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 
Ah, the information’s in the packet.  Just a........I guess the biggest thing, Jeff Bennett gave us a rundown on the purchase of Meadowview by a new group, Terraco Investments. They’re real excited about how they’re going to revive Meadowview and, ah, they said that the City of Kankakee was really great to work with and we made them feel welcome.  So, that’........we’re looking forward to see what happens there.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
That’s good to hear.  Are they planning on coming back to your Committee sometime soon?  Regarding future plans?

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 
I’m hoping they do, yes.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Okay, thank you.  Okay, moving right along to Public Safety.  I’m the Chairman of that.  I think the minutes are self-explanatory.  Moving onto to my seat mate–License and Franchise–Alderman Carl Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Ah, just a few things, Mr. Chairman.  First and foremost is that we talked with Johann Fernando from ComCast and we want to emphasize to kids that’s on the free lunch program, that they can get cable for $9.99 a month.  Ah, for to do the homework and stuff like that as well as they can get a one-time purchase on Notebook for $149.00.  And, I think that’s a super deal.  And, they want us to pass that around.  Make sure that get around. Not only in the Wards, but in your School District.  Chicago have taken advantage of this.  About 6,000 kids have enrolled in this in Chicago.  And, we want to make sure that basically our kids have the same privileges that the other kids have.  The second thing is that, ah, as you know we talked about aggregation, some of the electrical rates that the City will be negotiating or trying to go into, so we can negotiate electrical rates for all the citizens of Kankakee, thus saving hundreds if not thousands of dollars.  So, we want to make sure that it was in the packet.  We’ll make sure that all the Alderman just don’t throw that out.  Read that and keep that, so if you’re asked questions, it’s got bullet points on what the answers are.  We want to make sure that, basically, don’t throw that away, that you read those.  

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Alderman, let me ask you a question, ah, regarding the free.........not necessarily free internet, but the cheap access to the internet, was $9.00 and something for kids who get free lunches?

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Yes.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Is there any way you can get some more, ah, brochures ‘cause I know we had some and gave ‘em to the School District.  You think you can get some more?

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Yes.  Yes.  You will..........in fact, I have some that I can run off and as well as Yohann will provide us with whatever we need, ah, for that purpose.  So, that’s no problem with that. 

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Thank you very much, Alderman.  Okay, now the Budget Committee.  Ah, Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Yes, Mr. Mayor Pro Tem.  Just several things we considered and presented to us.  Number one, ah, you probably heard this by now, but the Department.........Illinois Department of Revenue released, prior to our last meeting, $1.9 million of sales tax sharing agreement revenue that they had been ‘watching over and protecting for us’ since, ah, May of 2010.  Ah, that has been released sua sponte from Springfield and that’s going to net $500,000.00 after we pay our sales tax sharing partners the amount that we’ve contracted to pay ‘em.   So, that’s goin’ to help cash flow.  Ah, number two, also on the State’s watch, ah, in terms of income tax at this time, ah, the State had released, ah, the September and December of 2011, but not October and November.  And, now January’s has been withheld, so we.......we are, for income tax, the State is obligated to pay us $570,000.00 through the day of the meeting.  That represents October and November of ‘11 and January of ‘12.  The.......ah, we considered and the question of the Tax Levy Abatement Ordinance.  As you know, we have automatically levied, ah, the General Fund bonds that we issue, but annually we abate several of those funds that are being paid from other sources.  Like TIFs and by.....and from the Kankakee Environmental Utility.  So, you’ve got a list of, and this is scheduled for action a little bit later on in the meeting, but I’m thinking maybe........

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Since you’ve got it now, you can do ‘em now if you want.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Yeah, yeah.  We have the Abatement Ordinance.  The suggestion is that the abatement..........that we abate $2,369,100.00 because those funds are going to be paid from other sources.  That will decrease, ah, the amount of a typical tax bill for a $100,000.00 fair market value appraised home in the amount of $300.00.  

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
And, your motion is to Suspend the Rules, I would assume.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
It is.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
It’s a Resolution.  

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Oh, it’s a Resolution.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
It’s a Resolution.  I would move that we  adopt the Resolution abating the...........

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Is there a second to your motion?  

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Second.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Okay, Mr. Browne.  Rich Browne seconded.  Any comments, questions, concerns?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO CERTIFY THE ABATEMENT 

OF BOND LEVIES FOR  BONDS PREVIOUSLY ISSUED UNDER THE CITY’S 

FULL FAITH AND CREDIT (GENERAL OBLIGATION) AND TO AUTHORIZE 

THE CITY CLERK TO DELIVER THE CERTIFICATIONS TO THE CLERK OF

KANKAKEE COUNTY

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Motion passes.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
We discussed at the Budget Committee meeting, the annual salary adjustment for elected officials issue.  And, basically, reached a consensus–and I think I can say a consensus–that we would not.............not take any increase although.........

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
You want to repeat that again now?

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Yes.  And, I’d have to admit, in full disclosure here, it was a bipartisan, ah, discussion with all of us there–Democrats, Republicans, everything– that we would not take the.........any increase although there was one scheduled for May 1, in the new budget year.  Now, what I’m not quite sure about, ah, Mr. Mayor Pro Tem and Mr. Bohlen, do we have to take action to abate that or do we just, does it just not come into effect by not acting?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
No.  You have to take action to reject the pay increase.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
And, I would make that motion.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
And, is there a second?

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Second.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Alderman Brown, and, who else was.........raised their hand?  Tall and Faford.  Is that a unanimous second?

MULTIPLE VOICES:
Yes. 

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Let’s do a roll call on this, okay?

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

MOTION TO REJECT PAY INCREASE FOR ELECTED OFFICIALS

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Motion passes.  

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Thank you.  Now, I don’t know if you wanted..........

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Let’s do the bonds.  Why don’t we do the bonds?  We’ve got Bernardi and Speer here if there’s any questions regarding, ah, the Alderman’s motions.  They stand here as they usually do to answer any and all questions that you may have.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
And, here’s our proposal.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
One........

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Pardon?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Well, one thing you need to have pointed out, on your desk when you came in was a revised Bond Ordinance that came late this evening.  Or late this afternoon.  So, that’s the Bond Ordinance you will be voting on, not the Bond Ordinance in your book and we have Kevin McCanna here from Speer and from Bernandi.  If they want to step up, they can explain exactly where we are.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
And, Maureen got it straight in terms of the amount, so it’s $2,645,000.00.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Before they come up, can we have...........what’s the difference between this one and what’s in our book?  Did you get a chance to read it?  

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
I.........the answer is no I have not because I got it.........I received it at 5:30 and my immediate reaction was to make sure you had copies of it.  I think there were some technical issues related to the sale of the bonds, but, ah, they’ll be able to answer that.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Yeah.  And, we discussed this stuff, ah, at Budget as well, too, and it may be redundant ‘cause some of you guys weren’t there and so I.........that’s a fair question.  Alderman Browne....Rich.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Will, ah, Alderman Osenga be able to participate?  

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Yes.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
I’m reading on here, it says, No Alderman will be permitted to attend the meeting by video or audio conference.  I just saw that.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
That’s if he were not otherwise........had certified and filed the necessary papers to attend by

ALDERMAN BROWNE:
Very good.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN 
....pursuant to State Statute and our Ordinance.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
I just wanted to make sure he was good with that.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
And, then the Ordinance is set up where the Mayor signs and actually the Mayor Pro Tem is presiding over this, so.............it will be the Mayor Pro Tem signing.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
The Mayor Pro Tem is signing.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Yep, I got it ready here.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
That’s if you approve it, you know.  

ATTORNEY BARON:
That’s if we approve it, right.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
There are no nay sayers on this Council, right?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Any way, go ahead.

KEVIN MCCANNA:
Good evening.  I’m Kevin McCanna, Speer Financials.  The difference between the Bond Ordinance today and the Bond Ordinance last week or the week before, was that the sale occurred today.  So, the interest rates weren’t known today, the levies weren’t known today, the final sizing wasn’t known.  That’s why there’s a $10,000.00 difference.  But, it really, all it does is it puts in the final information that we got today for the bond sale.  That’s.....that’s the changes.  The terms of the bonds themselves are not changed.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Okay.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
You want to explain, Kevin, what.........what it is we’re doing, very briefly?

KEVIN MCCANNA:
Sure.  In 2003 you issued bonds for the library.  Those bonds are still outstanding, They’re callable soon and you have the right to redeem soon.  They have 5.25% coupons on them.  Ah, Bernardi Securities today sold a refunding set of bonds to pay off those bonds so the new bonds that you will have outstanding have a 1.89% interest rate on them. 

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Whew!  Wow, that’s a hell of a savings then.  Heck of a savings then.

KEVIN MCCANNA:
 So those are replacing 5.25%,  so you’re saving a little over $200,000.00.  And, that is on the Library Bond issue, so that would go right to your taxpayers.  Ah, each year there’d be a reduction in the debt service.  That’s really what it’s coming down to.  Again, remember like last year we had a refunding issue.  I think it was September or October, we saved, at that time, $60,000.00.  It wasn’t as much, but each issue’s a little different.  This time we’re over $200,000.00 savings ‘cause these bonds had higher interest rates.  And, there’s a couple million dollars outstanding so......

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Yeah, Chris just handed me a note here that’s.......a document here which shows the savings of $232,463.00.  That’s great.  Appreciate that.  Anything from Bernardi?

STEVEN ADAMS:
Ah, well my name’s Steven Adams and I just.........if there’s any questions, Kevin about pretty much hit the highlights, he took all the glory here, so.  But, ah, no, it was a.........we sold those today.  They went off, ah, they were pretty well received in the market and you’re A rating was reaffirmed as part of this which really helped to sell this because having that sort of a rating helps not to have to purchase bond insurance as an added cost on top of that.  That would eat away at the savings, so it’s a factor of the City’s bond rating helped get those savings.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Okay, this is an Ordinance so.........

ALDERMAN BARON: 
So, I would move that we would place, ah, Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance in relation to this bond issue.  

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Tall.  No discussion on a motion to Suspend the Rules.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Okay.  Motion passes.  Now, ah, item B.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN AND CLERK DUMAS:
No.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Oh, excuse me.  Sorry.  Thank you.  I.......I know better than that. 

ALDERMAN BARON: 
I would move that we place this on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second the motion.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
There’s been a motion to place this Ordinance on its Final Passage and Pass.  There’s been a motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Okay, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)     


ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION 

REFUNDING BONDS, SERIES 2012, OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $2,655,000

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Motion passes.  Thank you, ladies and gentlemen.  12B.  Just  a regular vote on that.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Approval of the Preliminary official notice.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
I would move that we approve the official statement.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
There’s a motion by Alderman Baron.  Is there a second?  Anybody want to make a second on this side of the aisle over here?  Okay.  Linneman.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 
Second.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
We’d better do a.......I’m gonna’ do a roll call.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

PRELIMINARY OFFICIAL STATEMENT REGARDING $2,655,000 GENERAL 

OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS, SERIES 2012 DATED FEBRUARY 14, 2012 

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Motion passes.  Thank you very much again.  Okay, Item 12C.  Reconsideration of the Enterprise Zone vote. 

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Ah, Mr. Mayor Pro Tem, could I address that?

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
I have something to share with you.  Last, ah, after our last meeting, two weeks ago on Monday, the next day at lunch I was discussing the activities of the City Council the night before with my law partner, who....and I was describing the various issues that we addressed and one of the issues I mentioned was the extension of the Enterprise Zone to Herscher.  He then said, oh.......

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Oh.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Did you know that I represent–I, Greg Deck–represent the dealership that was the subject of this extension?  And, I said, no.  Ah, the name Country Chevrolet didn’t appear on any of the documentation.  In fact, if you recall, what we did is, we extended the Enterprise Zone by adding a legal description.  I don’t know the legal description of all of my clients nevertheless the clients of my partner.  So, ah, I realize that is a conflict of interest and when I voted I did not under........I did not know that we had a conflict of interest.  I told.......I visited the Mayor’s office that day, that afternoon and disclosed this to her.  So, ah, and as I recall there was a seven to seven vote that was decided by the Mayor in favor of it.  So, I have to disclose that and my vote was inaccurate.  My vote was inappropriate and I didn’t know about it at the time. So, based on that disclosure, I would move to reconsider the question of.....I would move to reconsider the vote, ah, from the extent.... in regard to the extension of the Enterprise Zone to the Village of Herscher to include the legal description that is the proposed site for Country Chevrolet. 

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
We understand your.......your intent.  Is there a second?

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Second.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
There’s a second by Alderman Rich Browne.  Ah, we’d better have a roll call on this.  So, you know what we’re voting on, right?  Motion to reconsider this matter based upon, ah, his conflict.  Okay?  Questions?  Which is what?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
We’ll come back to that.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Actually, can we Table this until, ah, another meeting?  There are some other things I want to discuss.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Well, all I’m.......my motion isn’t a vote on the....on the Enterprise Zone.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Yeah, it’s not the actual vote Rich.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
It’s basically, they’re puttin’ it back out there because the vote was inaccurate in the first place.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
He’s bringing it back.  That’s why the motion for reconsideration.  He’s not voting it up or down.  The next motion will be.......

ALDERMAN BARON: 
To do that.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Yes.  Yes.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
At which time I will have to abstain.  Correctly.  

MAYOR PRO TEM:

Okay, we got that now.  So......

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
We’ll bring it back up.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:     Okay, ah, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

MOTION TO  RECONSIDER ENTERPRISE ZONE VOTE

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Okay.  The motion passes.  Now, the matter’s back before us.  Okay, I’ll entertain a motion.  Alderman Swanson.  Alderman Swanson, you’re.............

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Yes, I’m making a motion to approve the Enterprise Zone–extension of the Enterprise Zone.  I don’t know how to exactly word it.  

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
We understand.  We understand your intent.  Is there a second?

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Second.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Alderman Faford. There’s a second.  Any discussion?  Any discussion?  Any discussion? Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Browne, R. (Pass.); Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Davidson (7)

 
NAY: Brown; Hunter; Thompson; Stokes; Jones; Cox (6)


ABSTAIN:   Baron (1)

CLERK DUMAS:
Rich Browne.  

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
How many votes is that?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Six, six.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Uh, oh.  I have some issues that I didn’t want to discuss here.  Ah.....

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
That’s why they pay you the big money to be an Alderman.  Six, six.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Can we, ah, can we take a ten minute recess?

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
I tell you what, ah, I don’t have a problem with that.  Ah, we’ll take a........a cinco minutos.......five minutes.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
I just want to speak with Chris.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Okay, no problem.  Five minutes.  Let’s take a five minute recess.
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MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Everybody take their seats, please.  Okay, the Extension of the Enterprise Zone is up for vote.  Alderman Rich Browne passed and I assume he interfaced with Corporation Counsel to answer some of his, ah, questions.  And, your vote, Alderman Browne.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Yes, in favor.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Okay.  Announce the vote and give me the numbers.

CLERK DUMAS: Seven ayes, six nays and one abstention.  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE KANKAKEE RIVER 

VALLEY ENTERPRISE ZONE INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Motion passes.  Okay, also, forgot here.  Seems we forgot, ah,  to pay the bills.  Now we gotta’ pay the bills.  Ah, in the amount of $310,102.92.  See we’ve always gotta’ do that.  I know Faford usually does that.  

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Yeah, and I make a motion that we approve the bills.....the report of officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $310,102.92.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Second it.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
There’s a second..........motion by Alderman Faford and it was duly seconded by the senior Alderman from the 2ne Ward, Cheryl Jones, to pay the bills in the aforementioned amount.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  


ABSTAIN:   Stokes (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $310,102.92

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Okay, motion passes.  Okay, the items up for consideration, the, ah, Ordinances of the Agreements with the Firefighters and the Police Lieutenants, we’re gonna’ go into Executive Session to discuss those.  As you may recall, there are some questions that we had, ah, and I think we’ve hit a little stumbling block in one of ‘em.  One of ‘em’s okay and the other one, I don’t know, there’s some issues.  Ah, moving right along to, ah, ah, Motions and Resolutions, let’s see, whata’ we got here?  We’ve a Resolution establishing guidelines for the Municipal Access Channel.  Ah, I kind of read that myself and it’s kind of interesting reading.  Any question, comments, concerns on this?  I’ll entertain a motion.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Motion to approve this Resolution.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Second.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Ah, the motion’s been made by Alderman Carl Brown and seconded by Alderman Dexter Thompson.  Ah, this establishes guidelines for the Municipal Access Channel, Channel 4.  Ah, I’m gonna’ do a roll call on that, too.  

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING GUIDELINES FOR THE MUNICIPAL ACCESS 

CHANNEL 4 

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Okay, I didn’t..........motion passes.  I don’t see in here where there’s Comments for the Aldermen.  Am I missing something here?  Okay, Aldermen Comments or Questions.  Let’s move around real quick.  Any questions at all?  Any comments?

ALDERMAN COX:
I have one.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:
Chris, I don’t think it’s a........Personnel.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Pardon me?

ALDERMAN COX:
I don’t think this is Personnel.  I don’t think this’d be Personnel.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
What, the contracts?

ALDERMAN COX:
No.  Ah, Mr. Cross.

CLIFF CROSS:
Yes, sir.

ALDERMAN COX:
I want the Code Officer in the 1st Ward be removed–immediately!

CLIFF CROSS:    I don’t.........

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Well, that would probably be Personnel.  That would be Personnel.

ALDERMAN COX:
I just want her changed, that’s all.  That’s not Personnel.  Send Tomora back.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Alderman, you may want to discuss that with Mr. Jim Banasiak and he’s not here.

ALDERMAN COX:
Oh, yeah.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Alderman Swanson.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I just want to state that there will not be an Ordinance meeting next Wednesday, February 28, and for the tag day issue, I will make sure everybody’s notified in advance and hopefully we could get The Journal, maybe they would put somethin’ in the paper when that meeting will be scheduled.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Okay, moving..........any other questions, comments?  Alderman Stokes from the 2nd Ward.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, Mr. Mayor, thank you so much.  I just want to........we need to do somethin’ in our neighborhoods.  They look no different now than they did months and months ago.  I don’t know what it’s gonna’ take.  Ah, we’ve been out in the neighborhood pickin’ up papers.  There is City property that don’t.......the City property on South Chicago needs attention.  It needs........I mean, if its City-owned property–any City– owned property should be well kept.  Ah, venturing out through our community, I’m very concerned about the Space Center where the Code Enforcement is.  Code Enforcement, each and every day, come out of the Space Center.  They got to look at they grounds.  They grounds are not even right.  So, I’m very concerned with our appearance of our community–not just the 2nd Ward, but throughout the whole City of Kankakee.  And, you will see me out picking up paper and doin’ what I can do, like I always have and I encourage all citizens to get in your neighborhoods, pick up the papers.  Don’t try to rely on the City workers to do it all.  They do a good job, don’t get me wrong, but it’s gonna’ take everybody to pitch in.  Not only just that, our storm drains where the water drains off.  Get out into your neighborhoods.  Go to your corners.  Look down and see if there’s........ that drain is plugged.  And, we need to.........we need to just be better at it.  So, that’s one of the things and then also I want to commend and thank Mr. Bert Dear for cutting those weeds down along our railroad tracks.  And he explained why and how he was able to get to it.  So, there is a lot of good here.  Don’t get me wrong.  There is a lot of good.  In terms of our garbage pickup, I notice that the big blue cans are all over.  And, we need to let our.............

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
That matter came up, I think, Alderman Tall, at the Code meeting last...........was that last week?

ALDERMAN TALL:
Yes.  

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Last week, so, duly noted.  And, I understand that.  There’s going to have to be a different mind set regarding making people bring those.....those, ah, barrels back in.......their property.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
And, other than that, I thank you so much.........I appreciate it.

CLIFF CROSS:
Alderman Stokes, are you talking about CDA property?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yeah.

CLIFF CROSS:
If you get with me, I will be happy to have our staff take a look at that.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Alderman Jones, you have anything?  You got anything more Alderman Stokes?  

ALDERMAN COX:
I’m not through.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Alderman Cox. 

ALDERMAN COX:
Chris, why don’t you bring the new elected Aldermen up-to-date on Home Rule?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Sure.  I mean, you want me to do it right now?

ALDERMAN COX:
Yeah, briefly, you know.  Kankakee’s Home Rule, right?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Yes it is.

ALDERMAN COX:
All right.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
By virtue of population.

ALDERMAN COX:
What laws can they pass otherwise if they wasn’t Home Rule?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Home Rule allows you.......allows a municipality to pass any law that’s not prohibited by the State statutes that they pass.  A non-Home Rule community can only pass those laws that are permitted by the State statutes to be passed.  So, the authority given to Home Rule communities is much broader than non-Home Rule communities.  That’s a general statement.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Okay, thank you.  To my right, Alderman Thompson from the 5th Ward.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Today I got a chance to, ah, go over to the, ah, Space Center and I was lookin’ at the, ah, the access for, ah, Channel 4.  I think it’s  great thing and I think it’s goin’ to work out real well.  Also, voice my opinion on, I feel like all the Aldermen should have a computer, at least so that the City could save on ink and paper and we all be abrushed on the same information at the same time.  And, I’m sure our, ah, packets could be downloaded to the computer which would give us a chance to download and see pretty much all of the information.  And, also, for the people in the 5th Ward, that, ah, had been previously comin’ to the Neighborhood Watch program, I will be making sure that at the next meeting, that everything is going off without a hitch at the next meeting.  And, we’re.........we’ve noticed that it’s been congested with different events goin’ on at the library so the neighborhood meeting for  the 5th Ward has been bumped a few times.  So, we’re lookin’ for a change of venue to have the neighborhood program and I welcome anyone from any of the other wards that would like to come, any of the other Aldermens that would like to come and, ah, I thank you Mayor.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
No problem.  Alderman Tall.

ALDERMAN TALL:
No comments.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Alderman Faford.  Alderman Swanson.  Okay.  Alderman Brown, Carl Brown.  Alderman Rich Browne, Alderman Baron.  Okay, ah, as I indicated earlier, we need to go into Executive Session to discuss Personnel.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Collective Bargaining.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
And, a couple Collective Bargaining Agreements.  

ALDERMAN BARON: 
So moved.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
So, motion by Alderman Baron.  Is there a second?

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Second.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Is there a second by Swanson?

ALDERMAN COX:
I’d like to be excused from Executive Session.  I’m not feeling well.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Okay.  All those in favor. signify by the sign of aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Thank you
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MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Okay, I’ll wait ‘til they get here.  Okay, here.  Okay, we’re back.  Let the record show we’re back in Open Session and we want to approve some........a couple contracts, the Police Lieutenants’ contract and the Firefighters’ contract. Alderman Glen Davidson.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
Make a motion that we approve both the contracts.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Second.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Second by Swanson.  Question on the motion.  Alderman, ah, Jim Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Can you do it..........if you do it as a package, fire and police together, I can’t vote.  Okay?  I’d like to vote for one and not vote for the other.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
So noted.  I don’t have a problem with that.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Can he vote if he abstains?

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Yes, yes.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Yeah.  He wants to, you know, okay.  Let’s...........the maker of the motion...........let’s go back over this.  He wants to separate ‘em.  I don’t have a problem with that.  Which one you wanta’ do?

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
Ah, the Police Department.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER: 
Okay.  That’s the Lieutenants.  You can vote on that Stokes.  There’s a motion made by Alderman Glen Davidson to approve the Police Lieutenants’ contract.

ALDERMAN SWANSON;
Second.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
 Seconded by Swanson.  Ah, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13)


ABSENT:    Cox (1)  

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF KANKAKEE, ILLINOIS

AND POLICE LIEUTENANTS OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE

POLICE DEPARTMENT, MAY 1, 2011 THROUGH APRIL 30, 2014

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Motion passes.  Alderman Davidson.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 
Make a motion that we approve the, ah, contract with the Fire Department.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Firefighters.  Right.  Okay, is there a second?

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Second.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Second by Swanson.  Any questions, comments, concerns?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter (Let the record show that I’m going to vote affirmatively for this contract, however I have my concerns about the lack of non-discrimination language incorporated in the contract.  I vote aye.); Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson (12)  


ABSTAIN:   Stokes (1)


ABSENT: Cox (1)

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF KANKAKEE, ILLINOIS

AND INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIRE FIGHTERS,

AFL-CIO-CLC LOCAL NO. 653, MAY 1, 2011 THROUGH APRIL 30, 2012

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Motion passes.  I’ll entertain a motion to adjourn.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Motion to adjourn.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Second.

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Motion by Alderman Jones, seconded by Alderman Stokes.  All those in favor signify by the sign of aye.  Opposed same sign.  

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR PRO TEM HUNTER:
Motion passes.  Thank you very much everybody.
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