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MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Good evening.  If we could take our seats, I’d like to call this meeting to order.  I don’t see Pastor Morris here, so I’m going to ask Alderman Thompson to lead us in prayer.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Father, we thank You right now, God.  We thank You for this day, God.  We thank You for the life, the health, the strength that You’ve given each and every one of us on today, God.  We ask You to touch each and every one under the sound of my voice, God, even the decisions of this Council, God, that’s made God, that You would bless and lead each and every one of us on tonight, God.  Lord, and we’ll forever give Your name the honor, the glory and the praise.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	If the Council would do the Pledge.

CITY COUNCIL AND ALL:	Pledge of Allegiance.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  We’ve come to the public comment portion of the meeting.  Ah, please come forward when I call your name and direct your comments to the Mayor. Comments are limited to five minutes. No personal attacks upon City Council members, staff, or other persons in attendance or absent will be permitted.  In addition, discussion of matters which are currently under legal review will not be permitted.  Ah, Mr. Joe Baptist.

JOE BAPTIST:	First of all, I want to thank you for letting me do this.  My issue is, ah, on health insurance.  Okay.  Ah, since ‘08 the health insurance on my wife went up $160.39.  Since ‘08, $68.11went up on my son. My issue is, I contacted my agent who is Cheryl M. Krok. K-R-O-K  Phone number is 815/378-7059.  I asked her how come my health insurance is going up?  She says, well, health insurance is based upon the state you live in, and the City you live in.  Okay?  And, she says that Kankakee is a high risk coverage. And, so she told me that I had to address Council on it.  I tried to make several phone calls to find out why Kankakee is such a high risk coverage and they never returned.  And, then I called her back  again and I told them, I said, I didn’t get no response.  She said, then maybe you need to address the City Council.  Maybe the City Council members can find out why Kankakee is such a high health risk for insurance.  So, that’s why I’m here.  Ah, insurance is sky rocketing up high on high health insurance and maybe I can get the Mayor or the City of Kankakee to write  some people to find why Kankakee is such a high health insurance risk.  Instead of goin’ up it should be goin’ down.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Mr. Baptist.  I think what we’ll do, ah, this is the first I’ve heard this.  You know, we deal with our insurance company continually on the City’s premium.  Ah, we have not found that to be true.  Most of the time the premium is based on the experience ratio of the group, but I would be happy to present that question to them to see if we could get you an answer to that question.  

JOE BAPTIST:	Thank you, Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The next person, Craig Blanchette and Melissa.

CRAIG BLANCHETTE:	Good evening.  A few years ago, I came to the Council meeting one night and introduced our new Production Manager and I think at the time, I said, you know, we went outside the organization, we put out advertisements within Aqua America all across the nation to find the best Production Manager we possibly could.  And, lo and behold, we found the best and the brightest right here in the City of Kankakee.  And, tonight I am before you saying we recently went out for advertizing for an Area Manager as I’ve taken on some additional responsibilities, and we have to leave somebody here at home to do the real work, right?  So, I, ah, did the same thing.  We put our advertising out within Aqua America.  Put out in the company looking for the best and the brightest Area Manager we could come up with.  And, lo and behold, they found that same person right here in the City of Kankakee.  So, ah, I wanted to come tonight personally, you know, we’ve been to License and Franchise, we’ve met with some individuals recently to get Melissa a chance to get to know some of the folks here in the City and she’s been attending meetings for some time already.  So, I’m sure all of you probably are familiar with her.  But, I wanted to personally get a chance to come here tonight.  I’m very proud of our selection as the new Area Manager here in Kankakee and I want to get a chance to present her myself.  So, ah, everyone, please welcome Melissa Kahoun.  And, if there’s any questions we can answer, we’d be happy to answer them at this point.  But, obviously, you all have our phone numbers and my phone is forwarded to hers now, so.....  

MELISSA KAHOUN:	I look forward to working with everybody here and I do have updated business cards that I can give to you Aldermen who are here.

ALDERMAN COX: 	Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	Could I........

 MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Pardon?
ALDERMAN COX:	Could I address the gentleman from Aqua?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes.

ALDERMAN COX:	Years ago, that quarry behind your company used to be a bright blue water.  Years ago, I asked Mrs. Gessner what happened to that?  She said, I’m not goin’ there. What’s in that quarry?  Why it so black now....and brown?

CRAIG BLANCHETTE:	Well, it’s not brown.  If you go out there, it’s white.  It’s light, light tan.  It’s lime.  Lime like you get from agricultural........get at the stone quarry.  It’s lime that we use on our treatment process to treat your water.  So, we use lime to soften the water, so we have soft water and what is left over is sent to the quarry and, then they pump it out in the summer and we take it and apply it on farm fields for fertilizer for, ah, agricultural purposes.

ALDERMAN COX:	Las time I looked it was brown.  I’ll look again one day.

CRAIG BLANCHETTE:	If you want, I’d be happy to take you on a tour.

ALDERMAN COX:	Okay, I know.  Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Brown.  Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	We do expect, Melissa you still come to the License and Franchise Committee meeting this Thursday at 5:15 P.M.

CRAIG BLANCHETTE:	Well we wouldn’t miss that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Let me just take, ah, point of personal privilege just to thank, ah, and congratulate you and Melissa on your recent appointments.  We read some things in the paper regarding your promotion.  Ah, additionally I think I talked with you when you were away in the southeast the last two weeks for the corporate or executive training which you had and Melissa knows her way around and she had a wonderful tour of the plant here back some time ago and we appreciate that.  And, ah, there was one guy who came here before the Council, ah, and mentioned that he was doing some recruitment and I guess he went all around the country trying to find, you know, certain people.  Couldn’t find anybody in other neighboring states, couldn’t find anybody in Kankakee County but he went to Iroquois County and found some folks.  So, those of you who remember were on the Council, but we really do appreciate you promoting from within. And, congratulations on both of your respective promotions.  
CRAIG BLANCHETTE:	Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Behind every great man is a great woman.  Ann, do you want to stand up?  That’s Craig’s wife.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Carolyn Mitchell.  

CAROLYN MITCHELL:	Good evening, Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Good evening.

CAROLYN MITCHELL:	My name is Carolyn Mitchell and I live on the 1100 block of South Osborn.  I’m just a regular resident of Kankakee.  I moved here about a year ago and I have gotten wind beneath my wings, I like to say.   I have taken.........I have three small children that live in the community and attend the School District and we love it.  Ah, I think the school district does a wonderful job. I think we live in a community that is, ah, got a lot of potential and I love the community that we live in.  I do, also, I am also very aware of my neighbors, my surroundings and everything that is going on.  I take a lot of pride in it and, ah, take a lot of pride in my neighbors.  In order to make our community a little bit cleaner and bring more opportunities to not only the community and the people, but for us as businesses and small business owners, I have taken it upon myself to organize a community clean up on March 7, from 7:30 in the morning from (should be to) 7:30 in the evening.  I have left it at a 12-hour time range to accommodate everybody’s needs and to make the cleanup a priority.  I do understand as I am a working single mother, a Master’s student at Olivet, President of my class and manager of LaViletta that time is short.  But, I also know that keeping our home and our neighborhood clean should be a priority.  I think we have been.... become detached to that and I would like to bring that sense of community and family back to Kankakee.  On March 7, from 7:30 in the morning to 7:30 in the evening, several different businesses, organizations and residents have joined hands and, ah, came together to collaborate for this cleanup.  We have different...  we have mapped out the City of Kankakee so that we focus on every area.  No neighborhood or areas will be left behind.  I have taken it my personal responsibility to hit the hard areas with the bigger groups.  I would like to personally invite everybody in this room to join my hand and to bring our community the sense of fellowship.  I think once we see each other and are united, we can come in and bring back our streets, safety for our children, see that........know who our kids are playing with.  We can allow the neighbors to open their doors more.  I’ve tried to, ah, get some neighborhood watches going on and such after my friend Joe Buckner was murdered.  I took a huge pride in the community.  If he could do it, I can do it.  And, I’ve taken every stitch of my free time which is null to prepare this.  I also have another movement that I work on consistently every single day.  It’s called Warm Up Wednesdays and what we do is, it’s just a bunch of mothers and fathers and different people in the community that when they see our fellow neighbor having a hard time, whether it’s a child coming out of foster care that is ready to go into adulthood, a family loses everything in a fire, a flood happens, we ask for donations and we’ve been able to help eight families rebuild from the bottom up.  I take great pride in everything that I do for nothing other than just to do.  So, I would ask that you would all just join my hand, Wednesday, and support us.  Come pick up some garbage.  There’s garbage in everybody’s ward.  I drove through it today.  Took pictures.  It’s filthy.  It’s disgraceful.  Honestly.  If we want new businesses, which I do, I think that we have great opportunities here to make a lot of money.  As a EMBA student, ah, I know that business is  big and money and profit is huge and we can make everybody successful if we bring those opportunities to our own front door. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Carolyn, is there a meeting place on Wednesday or?

CAROLYN MITCHELL:	We have.......we met yesterday at the Kohl Center.  But, anybody who wants to join is more than welcome.  I have left some...........I will leave some information for everybody on Warm Up Wednesdays, the soup kitchen that the Kohl Center provides on Warm Up Wednesdays.  Also, I left some flyers for the movement.  Ah, we do have.........I’m going to send out a map that we already have mapped out to Carole Franke.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.

CAROLYN MITCHELL:	On different times that we are there, and she’s worked with me to help communicate.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	So, basically you’re asking people to just look at their own neighborhoods, their own block.

CAROLYN MITCHELL:	Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	And, clean up on Wednesday.

CAROLYN MITCHELL.	Yes, we do have teams that are going to hit harder in some areas.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Right, but you’re asking for the entire community to just set aside that day.

CAROLYN MITCHELL:	Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	And, try to clean up in your own neighborhood.

CAROLYN MITCHELL:	Yes, and I do understand that nobody has twelve hours.  Twenty minutes of a good serious block cleanup will make a world of a difference.

ALDERMAN HUNTER: 	Carolyn we going to pass the hat and help you out a little bit, too. 

CAROLYN MITCHELL:	Oh.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We do that.

CAROLYN MITCHELL:	Thank you very much.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	You’re welcome.  Thank you for being here tonight.

CAROLYN MITCHELL:	May I approach?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes. 

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Carolyn, I just want to say this.  First of all, such a big thing it was kind of like my pet peeve.  I can really.....I kind of liked what you wrote here.  Dust off our self, dust our self off, let’s polish up.  Now, I think this is a good kickoff.  This time of the season.  It’s a little nippy out, but I think if we all get in there, pull our sleeves up and get busy, I think it’ll work.  And, I’ll be there.

CAROLYN MITCHELL:	Thank you very much.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	You bet.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  We’ll make sure that these get passed out.  

CAROLYN MITCHELL:	Thank you very much. Nice to meet you

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Carolyn.  Nice to meet you.  Roll call.

7:17 P.M.

CLERK DUMAS:
PRESENT:  Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Cox (I think Alderman Davidson is in Dwight.) 
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes, he is.
CLERK DUMAS: That is correct. (13)  
	ABSENT:   Davidson (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Department Heads

CLERK DUMAS:
PRESENT:   Regnier; Young; Spice; Bohlen; Power; Simms; Tyson; Banasiak; Cross; Bertrand; Yohnka (11)	
	ABSENT:  Gordon (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Before we, ah, approve the minutes of the February 21, meeting, I’d like to thank Alderman Hunter for, ah, chairing the meeting.  I understand you did a superb job.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I didn’t realize what she had behind there.  I saw a taser and a whip.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	But, I wouldn’t have needed that because you were up here.  But, I do want to thank you, Alderman.  I was........actually only the second meeting I’ve missed.  It was a.....I was bedridden, literally.  So, thank you for the last minute taking over.  I appreciate that.  Ah, I would entertain a motion to approve the minutes of the.....

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I so move, Mayor Epstein.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	........February 21, meeting.  Motion by Alderman Hunter.  Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Seconded by Alderman Osenga.  Are there any changes or corrections?  Hearing none, all those approved, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

 MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 21, 2012

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The minutes are approved.  There are no Petitions.  Moving onto Communications, ah, the first item information only.  The second two items are requests for, ah, KC-CASA for their Walk A Mile in Her Shoes and the Chicago Wheelmen for a race.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Motion to approve items 8B and 8C.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	A motion by Alderman Carl Brown, seconded by Alderman Thompson to approve items 8B and C.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

KC-CASA IS REQUESTING PERMISSION TO CONDUCT THEIR 5TH ANNUAL  “WALK 
A MILE IN HER SHOES” MARCH ON FRIDAY, APRIL 29, 2012, STARTING 
OUT ON OAK STREET TO SCHUYLER AVENUE; SOUTH ON SCHUYLER AVENUE 
TO STATION STREET; EAST ON STATION STREET TO HARRISON AVENUE; AND NORTH ON HARRISON AVENUE AND ENDING AT THE COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

SOUTH CHICAGO WHEELMEN ARE REQUESTING PERMISSION TO BLOCK OFF THE FOLLOWING INTERSECTIONS ON SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 2012, FROM 8:30 A.M. UNTIL 5:00 P.M. FOR THEIR ANNUAL COBB PARK BIKE RACES: COBB BOULEVARD AND SOUTH WILDWOOD AVENUE; SOUTH WILDWOOD AVENUE AND EAST EMORY STREET; SOUTH WILDWOOD AVENUE AND EAST DUANE BOULEVARD; COBB BOULEVARD AND PARK PLACE; SOUTH GREENWOOD AVENUE AND PARK PLACE; EAST EMORY STREET AND COBB BOULEVARD; AND PARK PLACE AND SOUTH CHICAGO AVENUE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The items are approved.  Thank you.  Standing Committees.  Building and Code.  Alderman Tall.

ALDERMAN TALL:	The, ah, minutes are within the packet.  But, I’d like Director Banasiak to speak about the training his department’s giving at this time.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Pardon me.  I’m sorry Alderman I didn’t hear you.

ALDERMAN TALL:	I’d like for Mr. Banasiak to speak to the training that his department is going through at this time.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  Mr. Banasiak would you like to give us a little overview of the training that is taking place in the department?

JIM BANASIAK:	Since the start of the new inspector and the, ah, new Rental Inspection Ordinance, ah, there is a training seminar that is being hosted by the City of Kankakee, and, the Department of Building and Code Enforcement.  And, the whole idea of this training seminar is to get the inspectors.........the current inspectors as well as the new inspector, ah, equipped to do the rental inspections–the new rental inspections.  Ah, the gentleman that is doing the seminar is, his name’s Chuck Keslin of Chuck Keslin Engineering.  He currently does all commercial and industrial plan review for the City–of Kankakee–that is.  And, ah, was also one of the lead engineers for BOCA and has written a lot of the code so, ah, who better to do this particular class other than Chuck Keslin.  Ah, it started last Wednesday.  It will be every Wednesday for four weeks so this first class was, ah, basically information to the inspectors about, ah, why the inspection needs to take place, how to do the inspection, the legal aspects of the ICC code within the law of the City, which is the City Ordinance, legal ramifications of things that are out there that we will be dealing with and starting next week and they’re going to be getting involved with the actual inspection, the property maintenance code versus the inspection report.  The following week they will probably be at a couple of homes.  The entire department will be out as well as, I might add, Bradley, so there can’t be any more what is Bradley and Bourbonnais doing?  They’re doing what we’re doing.  Bradley, Bourbonnais, Manteno, Monee, Oswego, I’ve got inspectors that are attending this class.  Ah, I believe Momence and off the top of my head there’s a few others.  Along with fire departments from other municipalities because this inspection, ah, class also will encompass commercial businesses.  Ah, so that will give us a little bit more, ah, in the department in the event that we should ever need it.  Ah, CDA, they have a couple of homes that were purchased for the City or by the City.  Those homes are empty and those will be our test homes and this will be the practice area for the inspectors to go through, myself and Chuck Keslin will go through these buildings first as control and write an inspection form to be used as a control.  Then all the inspectors will go through. And, then once we get back to the class then we can compare.  This is what we saw.  Why didn’t you see this?  And, this is why you need to see this and this is how you look for it because this is going to take care of the problem that seems to have come up, ah, a great deal when we were trying to get this Rental Inspection Ordinance passed, is that everybody’s looking at different things together.  That’s going to stop.  Everybody’s going to be looking at the same thing together.  So, when an inspector goes in and does an inspection and that person is off sick that day, another inspector can pick up that form and pick up right exactly where the other guy left off.  So, ah, that is pretty much the gist of what is going on with the Department of Building and Code Enforcement in relation to the Rental Inspection Ordinance and, ah, the training that is taking place currently.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Mr. Banasiak.  Alderman Hunter.
 
ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, ah, from talking with you Mr. Banasiak, I’m not sure if you said this while I was passing the hat.  Ah, there is some benefit derived by the City of Kankakee financially.  Is that correct?  

JIM BANASIAK:	Well, the.....naturally, the course is not free.  I mean Keslin charges to do this.  Even though that he has given us a rate that is quite palatable financially, ah, the other municipalities and other entities that are attending the class, they’re not doing this for free.  I’m charging them.  So, when it’s all said and done, hopefully, there will be some profit involved.  And, ah, not only that, but in the future I plan on doing this maybe once, maybe twice a year to make the City of Kankakee the hub that it should be and not the spoke.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Alderman Stokes did you have a question?

ALDERMAN STOKES:	I’m very.......I’m very concerned with, ah, that’s good that you do that, but what about the Housing Authority?  Did they have any people from their department to be a part of your seminar?
JIM BANASIAK:	That’s their problem, sir.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Well, did you open an invitation up to them to let them know?

JIM BANASIAK:	Did I formally ask them?  No.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Okay, it would be a good idea because now we have the whole community....

JIM BANASIAK:	 Well, I think you’re probably right, but, ah, the invitation went out to Code Officials that are ICC Certified or looking for an ICC Cert.  Kankakee Housing Authority probably wouldn’t know a Cert. if it was handed to them.  Sorry.  But, that’s the facts.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	They really they own island, basically, when it comes to that stuff.

JIM BANASIAK:	An island?  Very well put.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Are there any other questions?

ALDERMAN COX:	Yeah.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	Did you ever get an answer back from, ah, the City Attorney on, ah, ah, the law that was passed in Waukegan?

JIM BANASIAK:	No, sir.  Not yet.  I did........I did, ah.....I do have some friends of mine that are up that way.  I’m tryin’ to get some answers from them.

ALDERMAN COX:	No, ah, the City Attorney was s’posed to check the law.

JIM BANASIAK:	Yeah.  I.......I’m going about it in a different way because I’m sure the City Attorneys don’t know what’s going on up there.  That would be more of something that the ICC or any inspector or a Certified Inspector or Code Official, that they would know.  So, I do have my feelers out through the organization to get that answer for you, sir.  

ALDERMAN COX:	So, the whole Council know what I’m talkin’ about, the Hispanics in Waukegan sued the City of Waukegan on the number of folks livin’ in a house.  The Hispanics won the case.  All I wanna’ know, is there a law limitin’ people in the...to live in the house?  Now, if I knew it, the Law Department ought to know it.  I’d like a answer for the next Council meeting.  It’ll be a month.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman, we will provide you with an answer.

ALDERMAN COX:	I thank you.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Moving on, we have a Report of Officers.  Do I have a motion to pay the bills?

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	I move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $1,039,399,000.11.  (Should be $1,039,399.11)

ALDERMAN TALL:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the Report of Officers.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Cox (12)  
	ABSTAIN:   Stokes (1)
	ABSENT:    Davidson (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $1,039,399.11

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Moving onto New Business, we have an Ordinance establishing a handicapped parking spot at 496 S. Nelson Avenue.  Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Rich Browne, seconded by.........

ALDERMAN BARON: 	Second. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	.........Alderman Baron to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.  

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Cox (13)  
	ABSENT:   Davidson (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  A motion to place this Ordinance on Final Passage.
ALDERMAN BARON: 	I’d so move.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Rich Browne.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Cox (13)  
	ABSENT:	Davidson (1)

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ESTABLISHING A HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 496 SOUTH NELSON AVENUE (CORNER OF BOURBONNAIS AND NELSON) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda is the Ordinance Adopting the Annual Appropriations Ordinance for the Kankakee Environmental Services Utility.  This was presented at the Environmental Services Utility Board.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of this Ordinance.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Alderman.  Motion by Alderman Carl Brown to Suspend.

ALDERMAN TALL:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Seconded by Alderman Tall.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Cox (13)  
	ABSENT:   Davidson (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  A motion to Suspend the Rules.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Pass.  Pass.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage and Pass.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Motion to place on Final Pass........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	See, you miss one meeting, and you just forget all of it.

ALDERMAN TALL:	Second.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Carl Brown, seconded by Alderman Tall to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.  Are there any questions?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Any highlights at all, Richard?  At all?  Anything to be concerned about?

RICHARD SIMMS:	The, ah, the Sewer Operations is just over $10 million this year.  Solid Waste is about $4.2 million.  And, our costs have not really increased except for one item and that’s the, ah, KRMA portion of the sewer system.  Presently the City’s about 66% utilization of the KRMA treatment plant.  So, that’s our share of the total cost of operation and it’s going to drive the sewer budget for the City up, ah, every year as they begin to implement the, ah, construction projects for the improvements that are being undertaken.  So that would be my main comment. There will be increases over time, but that’ll be driven by KRMA.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Any other questions for Mr. Simms?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Cox (13)  
	ABSENT:  Davidson (1)

ORDINANCE ADOPTING ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS ORDINANCE FOR THE 
KANKAKEE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES UTILITY, KANKAKEE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2012-2013

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  There are no Appointments this evening.  Under Motions and Resolutions, we have actually three incredible Resolutions this evening.  We are honoring the Kankakee County Farm Bureau on their 100th anniversary.  The Girl Scouts on their 100th anniversary and the American Red Cross.  Three really stellar organizations within the community.  I believe there is someone here from the Red Cross.  Kelly, would you like to come forward?  I’d like to read this to you.   This is a Proclamation 2012 – 01 Commending the American Red Cross has touched many lives in the City of Kankakee, as well as across the country and around the world; Whereas, during Red Cross Month, we thank those who contribute to the mission of the Red Cross, whether through time, money or blood, and we invite others to support the Red Cross in helping people in need down the street, across the country and around the world; Whereas, the American Red Cross is synonymous with helping people, and has been doing so for more than 130 years. Throughout the past year, the American Red Cross launched hundreds of disaster relief operations in the United States to help people affected by fires, floods, hurricanes and tornadoes.  The American Red Cross also supported major international disasters, including the Japan earthquake and tsunami response, while continuing its work on the 2010 Haiti earthquake response and recovery; Whereas, in the City of Kankakee, the Red Cross works tirelessly through its dedicated volunteers to support us when disaster strikes, when someone needs life-saving blood, or the comfort of a helping hand.  It provides 24-hour support to members of the military, veterans and their families, and provides preparedness training including CPR, aquatics safety, and first aid; Whereas, for nearly 100 years, United States presidents have called on the American people to support the Red Cross and its humanitarian mission.  Our community depends on the American Red Cross and because it is not a government agency, the Red Cross depends on support from the public to continue its humanitarian work.  This is especially important in these challenging economic times which impact the Red Cross and many people in our community and across the nation; and NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mayor Nina Epstein and the City Council of the City of Kankakee, do hereby proclaim March 2012 as American Red Cross Month in Kankakee.  We urge and encourage all citizens and businesses of Kankakee to support this organization and its noble humanitarian mission.  We help each other when we help the Red Cross. Dated this 5th day of March, 2012.  We’re proud to be flying your flag in front of the Administration Building this month.  I would ask for a motion to approve the Proclamation.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:	I so move.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford to approve this Proclamation.  All in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING MARCH, 2012 AS AMERICAN RED CROSS MONTH

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	You are approved.  

KELLY REFFETT: 	Thank you, Mayor.  Thank you all very much all your support and flying our flag.  We’re very, very proud to be part of the City of Kankakee.    

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  I need a motion to approve the Resolution for the Farm Bureau as well as the Girl Scouts.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I so move

ALDERMAN JONES: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Jones to approve those two Resolutions.   All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

RESOLUTION HONORING KANKAKEE COUNTY FARM BUREAU’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY

RESOLUTION HONORING GIRL SCOUTS 100TH ANNIVERSARY

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The Resolutions are approved.  We will not need an Executive Session this evening.  It is time for Aldermen’s Comments or Questions.  Are there any?

ALDERMAN COX:	Mayor Green.........I mean Mayor Epstein.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Mayor Green?  That’s a name out of the past.  Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	I got two.  I told Mrs. Dorothy, ah, to call you about 893 N. Wildwood.  She didn’t call you?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	No.

ALDERMAN COX:	Ah, Mr.....Chief Young report it as, ah, 893 N. Wildwood accident with smoking materials.  She told me it was arson.

CHIEF RON YOUNG:	Who is she?

ALDERMAN COX:	Mrs. Dorothy Brooks, the owner.

CHIEF RON YOUNG:	Well, I’m goin’ by what my investigators say, Alderman.  

ALDERMAN COX:	Okay.  Okay, well..........that house got a lot of history in Kankakee in it.  Okay,   Winfield house.  Ah, Chief Regnier, the residents of the 1st Ward and myself appreciate the extra patrol in the 1st Ward.  It’s gonna’ be a rough summer and appreciate it.  Keep it up.  

CHIEF LARRY REGNIER:	Thank you.

ALDERMAN COX:	Any other comments?  Alderman Thompson.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Mayor, I’ve been asked by several people, ah, this summer will we be doin’ or will the City be doin’ the 50/50 sidewalk program again?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	No, we will not be doing that this year. 

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	And, the tree program.  Will that be doin’?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We will continue the tree program.  Yes, we will.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	All right.

ALDERMAN COX:	Mayor.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman.

ALDERMAN COX:	Ms. Brooks did tell me she had insurance on the house.  And, I told her to call you and, ah, she would, ah, that insurance would pay for the demo and the landfill.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I will look into that.  I don’t...............did she call?

NANCY SMITHBERG:	I believe she did and talked to Pat.

ATTORNEY POWER:	Yes, I have that on my desk and, ah, the, ah, Public Works Utility is preparing an estimate of demo costs.  When I get that I will fill it in on the form, sign it on behalf of the City and they can then get a check and they’ll withhold the cost of demo-ing it.

ALDERMAN COX:	Did she give you her phone number in San Diego?

ATTORNEY POWER:	I don’t have the phone number, no.

NANCY SMITHBERG:	I don’t remember if I took a phone number.

ALDERMAN COX:	Well, she’s livin’ in San Diego now.

NANCY SMITHBERG:	I thought she was in town.  When she called I thought she was in town.

ALDERMAN COX:	She was in town.

NANCY SMITHBERG:	Oh, okay.

ALDERMAN COX:	Her name is Dorothy Winfield Brooks.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, as I reviewed the, ah, calendar for the month of March and also what transpired at the last City Council meeting, the matter of tag days has been referred to the Ordinance Committee which will be held on March 27.  I would direct my questions to Alderman Swanson who is the Chair of that committee.  Will there be any certain protocol, procedures that you might have in order to address this, ah, matter in which, ah, the Council Chambers were, ah, full of folks at the last Council meeting in anticipation of the matter of tag days?  Ah, what might we expect from, ah, the Chair regarding that matter coming before your committee?

ALDERMAN SWANSON:	I actually received information from our City Clerk.  She gave me every committee and organization that has ever applied for a tag day. I am devising a letter and along with that letter will be a copy of the current Ordinance, and it will direct each organization to send someone to speak on their behalf at the meeting on March.......on March 27, and I’ve already just discussed with Mayor Epstein to be able to use these Chambers for the meeting because I expect there to be a big crowd of people.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	What would you expect if more than one person from an organization wanted to speak?

ALDERMAN SWANSON:	I am just saying that’s what I’m going to put in the letter to, you know, not have it be ten hours long.  Every organization..........I’m not saying.........Steve anybody who wants to speak can speak, of course.  In my correspondence, I will ask that they send a representative from each organization.  If there’s more than one person from that organization who would like to speak, of course they will be granted that opportunity.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Thank you.

ALDERMAN COX:	Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	I want to indistinguishable the City Clerk.  Ah, I want to change four of my votes in the past.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	What?  You want to change........

ALDERMAN COX:	Four of my votes in the past.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Four of your votes?

ALDERMAN COX:	Yeah, in the past.  One, naming attorney Cunnington Adjudication officer.  Two, my vote yes on naming Alderman Harris in place of Sam Ciaccio–Alderman Sam Ciaccio.  Three, change my vote to no on naming, ah, Tyler Tall to replace Alderman Hank Williams.  And, I want to change my vote on number four, naming Allied Waste Procurement as the City’s waste hauler.  That’s four.

CLERK DUMAS:  	Attorney Bohlen is there anything special that we need to do for that?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Just note that he’s made that request tonight.  It doesn’t change the effect of the vote as of the time that the vote was given.

CLERK DUMAS: 	Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Any other questions?  Alderman Thompson.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	I have a question for Chief Young and Chief Regnier.  Do your departments do tag days, that you know of?

CHIEF LARRY REGNIER:	Mine does not.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Yours doesn’t.  Does your department?

CHIEF RON YOUNG:	No, we don’t do it as a department, but the labor organization, Kankakee Firefighters Local 653, they do stand on the street corner and fill the boot for MDA.  They’ve done that in the past.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Is that like.......does that consist of your org.....your department and several other departments or just that’s labor by itself?

CHIEF RON YOUNG:	Several organizations, firefighter locals throughout the State of Illinois do that to raise funds for MDA.  I believe Bradley, Bourbonnais, they can’t stand on the street corners so they do it another way.  In Kankakee, I think, they stand on street corners.  

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	I was just curious.  I just wanted to know ‘cause, ah, it was a issue I was just dealin’ with in my own mind concerning it and I was just curious and you answered my question.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you. Are there any questions or comments?  Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Yes, ma’am.  Ah, I got about, maybe about, three to four issues.  One of them is, by next City Council meeting we would like to hear something in regard to this employee investigation that took place, that’s s’posed to be taking place.  We would like to hear something in regard to that. And, ah, we gonn’a move right on.  The other one is this clean up, that, ah, Miss Mitchell is having.  Ah, now is the time we can all participate, be a part of this.  It’s a good thing for our community.  It’s a good opportunity to work with our hands and fellowship and get out and participate.  So, I’d like to see everyone......she made it to where it’s, you can start in the morning and end at 7:00 in the morning, you can end at 7:00.  So somewhere along in there, if we can encourage everyone, includin’ our kids to be a part of this, that would be a good thing. I’ll be out there, ah, the other thing is our City vehicles.  Whoever has a City vehicle, whoever has a City vehicle, you realize the City has to pay maintenance, has to supply your fuel, ah, I look at this accounts payable, we send constant maintenance this, maintenance that.  We need to kind of monitor that more.  Our mileage.  I would like to know the mileage.  Every month from the start of that month to the end of the month, who’s putting the most mileage on these cars or vehicles.  Mainly I am focusin’ on, not necessarily the emergency vehicles, not necessarily the trucks that come out here and clean the streets, all these......  and Mayor that includes your car, also.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Be happy to provide it.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	We would like to know where these vehicles are. We want........in other words, we would like to give more.........we want you to give more.......be more accountable to where these City vehicles are goin’ because we tryin’ to cut down on the maintenance and the maintenance reflects on the accounts payable that I’m seein’ comin’ across the table here.  Ah, the other thing is, make sure we get the mileage from the start of the month to the end and then, ah, Police Chief Regnier, you.......are.......doing....... an........outstanding job.  Thank you.

CHIEF LARRY REGNIER:	Thank you.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Early one morning a car parked in front of my home and we didn’t have no idea who it was.  We really didn’t want to call you guys, but we got to thinkin’ if we don’t call you, then it could be a stolen vehicle.  Johnny on the spot.  And, I told ‘em it wasn’t an emergency.  Guy.........police officer came out, real nice, I don’t know if you saw it Loretto, or not but real nice.......I mean professional.  That’s what we talkin’ about.  That’s what makes our community work.  She’s doin’ the cleanup.  You doin’ the police protection.  We got it goin’ on......we just have to stay focused, keep up with it and, ah, tag days.  We look forward to bein’ there.  I don’t know if I can, but I will try to be there and as always, thank you Aldermen for listenin’ to me.  Thank you.

ALDERMAN COX:	Ah, Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	I think, ah, rather Alderman Stokes should go to Freedom of Information if he wants that information.  Is that right Mr. Bohlen? 

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	That would be one way to get it, yes.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Do I have a motion to adjourn?

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Wait a minute Mayor?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes.
ALDERMAN STOKES:	If I’m goin’ to have a difficult time gettin’ this information if I have to go through the Freedom of Information every time as an Alderman.......I mean as a citizen, you can kind of relate.  Very difficult as a citizen, but as a Alderman, Mr. Bohlen, am I goin’ to have a very difficult time just to find out the mileage of these vehicles when they start at the first of the month to the end of the month, how many miles of fuel these cars are burning. Long  as I don’t have that problem, I think it’s a good thing, and thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Thompson.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Mayor, I also want to thank Chief Regnier too for, ah, I noticed the other day on the south end of the 5th Ward, where the ladies of the night like to walk through, I really thank you for the police.  I’ve noticed when I......just about every night before I go in, I drive through the Ward and I’ve noticed where the police sit back in and it’s really a deterrent for the ladies of the night.  So, I really appreciate that and......

UNKNOWN:	Thank you, Chief.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	And, more and more and more that you can do in that area, I really appreciate it.  I’ve had a lot of the residents over there to tell me thank you for the support of the police in that matter.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Motion to adjourn.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Swanson.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.   

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We are adjourned.
												7:47 P.M.
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