CITY OF KANKAKEE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 19, 2012    7:00 P.M.


MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Good evening.  I would like to call this meeting to order.  We’re going to skip around the agenda just a little bit this evening.  I ask your indulgence.  We have quite a few guests in the audience, so once we go through the couple of items that are on the agenda first, we will go into the Resolution portion of the agenda and then come back to the bulk.  Ah, I would like to ask Pastor Phil Dorries of Limestone Church of the Nazarene to come forward and lead us in prayer.

PASTOR DORRIES:	Father we just want to come here tonight and we thank You for the opportunity to not only gather in a public place like this, but also to come to You to ask for direction.  There’s a number of things that are on the agenda tonight.  There’s different personalities, but there’s men and women that spend a lot of time investigating different issues and they’re doing the best they can to do whatever they think is right.  Lord, we pray that You’ll just give them direction.  Give everyone an attentive ear to what’s being said, but also, Lord, may they realize the freedoms that we have to express ourselves, to be able to gather like this and to have the privilege to say that we are one nation under God.  In Thy precious name we pray Jesus.  Amen

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Ah, I’d like the Council members to lead us in the Pledge.

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS AND ALL:  	Pledge of Allegiance

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  We’ve come to the Public Comment portion of the evening.  We have two people who have signed to speak.  Please give your name and direct your comments to the Mayor.  Comments are limited to five minutes. No personal attacks upon City Council members, staff, or other persons in attendance or absent will be permitted. In addition, discussion of matters which are currently under legal review will not be permitted.  Mr. Pete Martin.

PETE MARTIN:	Good evening.  Good evening.  I’m here, Mayor, because, ah, I have applied for a permit to put a sun porch on the back of my house.  And, I spoke to the people in charge of Code, individual in charge of Code and he said that I would have to get a Plat  Survey in order to do this and this is a fee of $350.00 for a Plat Survey.  But, I’m not asking to put a sun porch that’s on someone else’s property.  As you can see here, my house is here.  This would be the sun porch and I own all the property around it.  So, it’s no question it’s on my boundaries.  This is my boundaries and this is my house and I want to put something right on the back of my house.  But, other than that, he said that he could not approve the permit to do this unless he got the okay from the City of Kankakee.  So, that’s all..... that’s what he told me, ah, the gentleman that works at Code.  The one that’s in charge at Code.  So, I just wanted to bring to you, ‘cause I don’t understand if I was goin’ to build a fence around might protrude on someone else’s property I could understand a Plat Survey.  But, for puttin’ it on.......butting it up to the back of my house for a small sun porch, I don’t see.........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I will look into it Mr. Martin.  Thank you.

PETE MARTIN:	All right.  Thank you.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Randy Knickerbocker.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER: 	Hi. Mayor Green, my name is Randy Knickerbocker.  I live in the Kraftsdale Subdivision.  And, I’ve ah, put this down on paper so I don’t go off on a wild tangent or something.  Today I come to you to discuss the property on Grinnell Road that was going to have a crematorium built on it.  I’m sure we’re all familiar with this property.  I realize this winter is just barely over and spring’s coming soon, but the condition of this property is not getting any better.  In fact, it’s getting worse.  There was sheet metal blowing around inside and outside of the building; pieces of metal that would be for trimming the overhead door opening, blowing around and even one of the panels of the overhead door has blown from the inside of the building to the outside of the building.  The meeting before Mr. Jensen withdrew the permit, one of the Aldermen made the remark that he had personally been out by site and it was leveled out with a bobcat and all cleaned up.  I don’t think he would have made that statement if this building was in his neighborhood because the truth of the matter is it has never been leveled out to this day and there is mounds of dirt and debris in several different places.  Several weeks ago on my way to work I noticed this metal blowing around and I called Mr. Jensen.  I expressed my concern about the metal and told him I wasn’t trying to start anything; on the contrary, I was reaching out to him to put any animosity between us to the side; that I would gladly go out there and put some weight on the steel to keep it from blowing around.  He declined my offer
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 and said he would take care of it.  Now, last summer there was a fire on Grinnell Road that housed several businesses that destroyed–or that were destroyed–and could not be rebuilt.  The structure has been removed, cleaned up and the site has a better appearance than the building next door to my property.  I realize this unfinished building is on the outskirts of town, is in an industrial area, but I also believe that if this building was next to any of the Aldermen’s house or even your house, madam Mayor, that this would not have been left this way for the last seven years.  So, I’m asking you please let’s not let this go on much longer.  We have a beautiful area out there in Kraftdale, nice houses, nice lawns and we’d like to see somethin’ done with this building.  Either removed or finished.  Either way, we’re not particular.  Just finish it or something.  Ah, I take no pleasure in coming to you........before you folks to complain, all right, but I don’t know what else to do.  And, somebody’s gonn’a get hurt out here, a little child riding his bike down that road and this piece of metal comes.........these pieces of metal are 30 feet long or so.  If it was the wind picked this would cut a child in half.  Ah, I don’t take any more of your time, but I do thank you for your time and the opportunity to discuss the issue and God bless us all.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you Mr. Knickerbocker.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Could I just say a couple things?  We’ve talked about this most recently.  And, Mr. Banasiak, our Director of Code Enforcement has received that complaint which you had provided to me and I turned it over to him.  I think a communication has been sent out regarding this particular matter again.  And, you may recall that yours truly, I was against that, ah, crematorium.  Ah, and spoke against that and you referenced the seven years of disrepair of that property.  I  concur with you.  That’s one of the reasons why I voted against it.  And, I continue to voice my concerns about that.  So, we do appreciate, ah, with no prompting from moi or anybody here on the Council, you have come forward and provided us with more evidence that this guy was a bad apple.  And, he continues to be a bad apple, and thumbs his nose at the City of Kankakee.  Thank you very much. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Mr. Knickerbocker.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	indistinguishable just to let you know I appreciate you being a leader and taking a leadership role for your neighborhood.  And, that’s really what it’s all about.  I thank you for that.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Mr. Knickerbocker, could our secretary have your comments so she can transcribe them for the minutes.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:	These sheets?  Absolutely. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  That would be very helpful.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	Since that was involving me, I would like to say that I do have it on video if you’d care to see it.  It was........he actually did bring out a bobcat and clean it up.  Now, what’s been done with the property since that time, I don’t know.  I have not been out there since the guy was turned down.  But, I will show you that video if you’d care to.  Because I went out and I video taped that prior to and after, and it was cleaned up.  He did do that part after the City Council turned it down, I have absolutely no idea what’s going on with that property since that time.  So, you could be right, if this is going on and I’m not doubting you.  I’m just telling you that I do have video evidence that that was taken care of at that time.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  Thank you very much.  We will look into it.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:	Thank you.

7:09 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
PRESENT:  Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13) 
	ABSENT:    Thompson (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Department Heads 

CLERK DUMAS:
PRESENT:   Regnier; Perkins; Spice; Bohlen; Power; Dear;  Tyson; Banasiak; Cross; Gordon; Bertrand; (11)
	ABSENT:   Yohnka (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  The next item on the agenda is approval of the minutes of the last meeting.  Do I have a motion?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, hearing no objections from my colleagues, I move they approved as recorded.  

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We have a motion by Alderman Epstein, seconded by Alderman Osenga to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Are there any questions or corrections?  Hearing none, all those I favor aye, opposed, same sign.  The minutes are approved.  	

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF MARCH 5, 2012


MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The minutes are approved.  Moving onto Motions and Resolutions.  We have some interesting and significant items tonight.  One of those, the first item A, is a Resolution honoring Coach Dennis Clark of Kankakee Community College for his 1,000th  win.  And, any of you who are involved in sports or athletics certainly can appreciate what an incredible, ah, milestone that is.  Mr. Clark, would you like to come forward?  I have a Resolution for you.

ALDERMAN COX:	Bubba.  Bubba.

7:15 P.M.  Alderman Thompson arrives

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	This is RESOLUTION NO. 2012 - 60 Honoring Coach Dennis Clark of Kankakee Community College for his 1000th win milestone. WHEREAS, Dennis Clark, head coach of the Kankakee Community College softball team since 1983, reached his 1000th milestone coaching victory on Saturday, March 3, 2012.  The College will honor Coach Clark on this accomplishment on Thursday, March 22, 2012, WHEREAS, Coach Clark, who just began his 30th year of coaching, has never had a losing season at  KCC, amassing a 1,001-314 record.  He is currently third in number of wins for active National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA) coaches.  His teams have produced thirty-four NJCAA All-Americans and sixteen NCJAA Academic All-Americans, and his Cavaliers have made it to Region IV Championship for twenty-one of the last twenty-two seasons.  He was named “Coach of the Year” by the National Fast Pitch Coaches Association in 2001 and was inducted into the Region IV Hall of Fame in 2007,  and WHEREAS, Coach Clark, well known and respected in the Midwest for his coaching accomplishments, is quick to give credit to his players, assistant coaches, college staff, and good support, his wife Linda, and he believes that more important than success are “the relationships you make.” WHEREAS,Kankakee Community College Director of Athletics Ted Petersen has stated that, “Although winning 1,000 games is impressive, what is more impressive to me is the fact that coach Clark has accomplished this while stressing academics and citizenship.  Winning is a byproduct of doing things right and no one does things better than Dennis.”  And, WHEREAS, Coach Clark, who holds a bachelor’s degree in recreation fitness from Eastern Illinois University, also serves as director of the College Fitness Center.  He and his wife reside in Bourbonnais.  They have two children, Lora and Debbie, and two grandsons, Noah, who is eight, and A.J., who is six months old. THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by Mayor Nina Epstein and the City Council of the City of Kankakee to congratulate Coach Dennis Clark and his family on his 1000th milestone win and wish him and his team continued success as they begin a new season. Adopted this 19th day of March, 2012.  A motion to approve.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:	So moved.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Grant-Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford to approve the Resolution.  All those in favor, aye.  

RESOLUTION HONORING COACH DENNIS CLARK OF KANKAKEE 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOR HIS 1000TH WIN MILESTONE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We are approved.

DENNIS CLARK:	Thank you.  First of all, I’m honored and humbled.  Ah, this has been kind of a passion more than a job and been doin’ it a long time.  Seems like I know almost everybody in this room.  Been here in Kankakee my whole life and this is.......like I said, this is a big honor for me, you know, it’s to get honored for something that you enjoy doing.  A lot of people don’t get to do that in their jobs and in their life.  And, I really appreciate Mayor Epstein, ah, honoring me along with the City Council.  Thank you very much.   

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	It’s not official.  Anjanita hasn’t signed it.  The next item, I’d like to skip B for the time being and go to C.  We have a Resolution by the City of Kankakee and Kankakee County Supporting the Continuation of the Operation of the Dwight Correctional Center and Alderman Davidson will read this Resolution.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 	Thank you, Mayor.  When I found out that the City was going to, ah, be doing this Resolution, I was excited, because not only of the fact of me as an Alderman, I’m also an employee of Dwight Correctional Center.  A Resolution by the City of Kankakee and Kankakee County, Illinois supporting the continuation of  operation of the Dwight Correctional Center.  Governor Quinn and the Illinois Department of Corrections have announced the closure of the Dwight Correctional Center in Dwight, Illinois; and  the Dwight Correctional Center has been an integral part of the Illinois Correctional System for over eighty years.  The Illinois Correctional System is extremely over crowded, resulting in unsafe conditions, and the closure of Dwight Correctional Center does nothing to reduce this overcrowding. The Dwight Correctional Center is an integral part of the City of Kankakee’s,  Kankakee County’s and Central Illinois’ economy by providing over seventy-six jobs in Kankakee County and thirty-seven jobs in the City of Kankakee, and the purchase of goods and services from numerous area businesses.  The closure of Dwight Correctional Center would have a significant impact on hundreds of employees and their families, relocation away from their home communities or loss of employment, creating a destructive effect on their families and their future.  The financial impact on area counties, municipalities, schools and other valuable institutions would be devastating. THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by Mayor Nina Epstein and the City Council of the City of Kankakee, Illinois, that the City of Kankakee joins with other communities, governmental bodies and interested persons and organizations in urging all efforts be made to maintain operation of the Dwight Correctional Center, and that steps be taken to develop a long-term plan for all correctional facilities so that host communities and employees do not need to experience the uncertainty of future potential closures.  Adopted this 19th day of March, 2012. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I need a motion to approve.

ALDERMAN COX:	So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Seconded by Alderman Stokes to approve the Resolution.  All those in favor, aye. 

RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF KANKAKEE AND KANKAKEE COUNTY, ILLINOIS SUPPORTING THE CONTINUATION OF THE OPERATION OF THE DWIGHT CORRECTIONAL CENTER

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The Resolution is approved.  Thank you Alderman Davidson.  The next item is a Resolution authorizing the execution of an agreement for the Kankakee Regatta that takes place every year on Labor Day.  It’s an agreement between the City, the Park District and the Kankakee Valley Boat Club.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	So moved, Mayor.

ALDERMAN BARON: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Rich Browne, seconded by Alderman Baron to approve the Resolution.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE KANKAKEE COUNTY 
BOAT RACE ASSOCIATION KANKAKEE RIVER VALLEY REGATTA AND 
FESTIVAL THREE PARTY AGREEMENT

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Going back to item B, the City has been asked by the County to, ah, do a Resolution supporting the findings of the Illiana Corridor Planning Study in favor of Alternate B-3.  Mr. Tyson, our City Engineer, has been involved in those studies and Mr. Tyson, if you’d like to speak to this, please.

DAVE TYSON:	I’ll speak to it the best I can.  I have not been at all the meetings, but I have been at quite a few of them with MPO and we have had presentations.  I don’t know what maps were given to the Aldermen in their packets, if there were any.  I just brought one.  Anybody who want to see these, I can send it to you.  Ah, what there were, there were several different alternatives that were discussed in the meetings it almost looked like for lack of a better word, a bowl of spaghetti of everybody who wanted routes.  What they’ve come up with is one that will connect 65 over to 55 and, basically, the best non-disturbance routing that they can go in.  Ah, even through B-3 is one that is being recommended to be approved, it’s not set in stone.  It’s just in the general area of where they want it to go.  There’s still questions, especially when you get over to Indiana between Crown Point–I think it’s Crown Point–and Lowell, Indiana, because this routing goes right between the two of ‘em.  They’re not 100........they, meaning Indiana, is not 100% in favor of that, but in that general area they want to go into where it connects over on 55, it’s pretty much a unanimous agreement that to go any farther south than that, you’re heading in a southwestly direction and what that ends up doing is that takes you farther and farther away from any traffic that would be coming in on 80 and then using 55 down to this new Illiana Expressway in order to take a southern route.  So, we want to, you know, not we, but the committee that has been working on this wants to have the Illiana Expressway tie in before 55 heads in a southwesterly direction.  So, that’s where that terminal point is right now.  So, the area.....the alignment of it is in the general proximity is the best way to put it.....of where they would like to go.  Whether it slides north a little bit or slides south farther, possibly to Kankakee County right on the County line, that is still a possibility, but what they wanted to do by adopting this, ah, routing for it, is to get rid of some of the northern route and even get rid of one of the southern routes that would have actually come down, ah, between......well south of actually Manteno and north of Kankakee, but it ties in almost down at Dwight, so it makes no sense to even put that route in there.  So, this is probably the one that makes the best economical sense for both or the general location for all........both areas being Will County, Kankakee County and the whole general area.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.

DAVE TYSON:	And, that’s about as much as I know about it.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, before we.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Yeah.  Before we, ah, hastily adopt this Resolution, I think by virtue of what Mr. Tyson has indicated, he gave some off the cuff comments regarding this particular matter and the, ah, route that’s being proposed.  Is there anybody from the Kankakee County Board who’s here can speak to this?  At all?  Is there anybody here from the County Board who can speak to this with specificity?  And, Dave, you did not attend any of the hearings which they held up north?  Is that correct?

DAVE TYSON:	Yes, that’s correct.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Okay.  I.....I have heard some, ah, concerns represented by various groups regarding this particular matter.  It’s my understanding that this, ah, line they’re talking about is........is out of Kankakee County and if it would drop a couple of miles, ah, it would come in Kankakee County and there we might be able to obtain some of those jobs in terms of the carpenters, the Teamsters, the laborers, the finishers and so forth.  And, ladies and gentlemen, we well know that Kankakee County is number two in the State as far as unemployment.  There’s not a lot of construction goin’ on, ah, in this area.  Ah, and that’s why I have some unreadiness in my heart that we go ahead with this.  Ah, Mayor, would it be fitting and proper that we have somebody from, ah, Kankakee County Board to come here and provide more specificities as opposed to us voting on this tonight?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I think that’s up to the other Aldermen, quite frankly.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Well, I would request that my colleagues, would you guys be in favor of hold this over until somebody from the County?

ALDERMAN COX:	I’ll second the motion.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Are you making that a motion?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I have no problem making that motion.  I’ll make that motion.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Hunter has made that motion and Alderman Cox has seconded that we put this Resolution off until someone from the County can come here and speak to it, other than the, ah, information that Mr. Tyson was able to provide us.  Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Do we know who from the County attended these hearings?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Mr. Bossert and Mr. VanMill attended a significant number of meetings that were open, actually, to the public. 

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Ah, my understanding is what Mr. Tyson said, that this is not carved in stone.  But, we have to remember that this is a collaborative effort between two states as well as many municipalities and communities that are trying to, ah, craft a compromise and as well as IDOT who also has to do environmental studies and the route has to be the least disruptive environmentally as well as the most cost efficient or else it will never get built.  So, again, I’m sure there’s other information that can be provided.  Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	Does IDOT have a deadline date–target date, Dave?

DAVE TYSON:	No, they do not have.  The final report.........

ALDERMAN COX:	Is the State of Indiana cooperating?  They’ve never had indistinguishable   Illinois on the Kankakee River.

DAVE TYSON:	That’s true.  They’re working on one right now.  The estimated date for this before the final reports even being presented, I believe is not even for a year yet.  

ALDERMAN COX:	Well, I wish that come right past I-57 right out here.  Help out in Kankakee.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We have a motion and a second on the Floor.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter (Let me just say, I trust, ah, Mr. Tyson’s comments at all and.....and my request to hold this over to the next Council meeting, ‘til we have somebody come from the County, ah, it’s no reflection on Mr. Tyson.  I hold him in high regard and his opinions are impeccable in my estimation.  I vote aye.) ; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

MOTION TO HOLD THE ILLIANA CORRIDOR RESOLUTION OVER UNTIL 
THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  I will make sure that we have someone from the County here at our next Council meeting and I will make sure that they are prepared to give you a little bit of a history of what happened at those public meetings and why this was, at this time, being........that the communities are being asked to vote on this.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Thank you, Mayor.
  
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Do the City of Kankakee have any representation on these?  I know the County does, but do the City of Kankakee have anybody?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	These are public meetings that we’re invited to go to.  Ah, I attended one that was held up in Matteson.  And, Mr. Tyson is there as our representative.  

ALDERMAN BROWN:	Okay, thank you.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Going back to the agenda.  We are at Petitions.  Ah, item A are minutes of the February 22, (2012), Planning Board.  Those are informational.  The next item on the agenda is PB12-02.  This is a, ah, annexation of the IKO property.  At this time, I would like a motion to accept the Findings and Recommendations of the Planning Board.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:	I so move.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford to approve the Findings and Recommendations of the Planning Board.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
PB12-02 – AN APPLICATION BY THE CITY OF KANKAKEE PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT REQUESTING APPROVAL OF AN ANNEXATION FOR THE 
PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE IKO PROPERTY

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda is..........

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Could........could you comment on that ‘cause I know, ah, Alderman Baron is always talking about primary jobs and.......and, actually we took...........a lot of people may not know what we’ve done here.  That was something that was considered when you were an Alderman and Don Green was Mayor and they were made to incorporate into the City.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	This was part of the redevelopment agreement when IKO first came to the City of Kankakee, that they would annex into the City after a certain period of time.  Actually, that time has elapsed, but we are pleased to keep expanding the 4th Ward.  Ah, pretty soon it’s going to have to be subdivided into two separate Wards because it’s so large land-wise.  But, again, this is an excellent addition to the City of Kankakee that maintains our, I think, our base as a manufacturing hub in the County.  So, now I would like a motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance approving the annexation.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:	I so move.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford.  Roll call.
CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  A motion to place this Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:	So moved.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

PB12-02 – AN APPLICATION BY THE CITY OF KANKAKEE PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT REQUESTING APPROVAL OF AN ANNEXATION FOR THE 
PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE IKO PROPERTY

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Thank you.  Moving onto Communications.  We have a presentation this evening.  A citizen’s award by the Fire Department– Kankakee Fire Department to Karen Strysik-Weihert–I hope I pronounced that correctly.  Ah, would you come forward please?  And bring your family with you.  

ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF PERKINS:	On December 7, 2011, a 9-1-1 call was placed from Jewel Food for a patient possibly having a stroke.  Engine 4 and an ambulance from St. Mary’s Hospital responded.  While in route, KanKom advised that bystander CPR was in progress.  Upon arrival, Engine 4 personnel found the pharmacist, Karen Strysik -Weihert, performing CPR on Judy Endress who was not breathing and did not have a pulse.  CPR and ALS continued as the patient was transported to St. Mary’s Hospital where a pulse and heart rhythms were restored.  The patient was later transferred to Riverside Hospital’s rehab unit for further recovery.  Lt. Nancy Styck from the Kankakee Fire Department who responded to the call believes that the quick action of Karen Strysik-Weihert made the difference in Judy Endress income........outcome, excuse me. I knew I was going to do that. Karen  was able to recognize the distress signs, evaluate the patient and begin CPR within minutes.  Karen is CPR certified and states that the instinct to perform CPR kicked in when she saw Judy on the floor.  Karen was recommended by Lt. Nancy Styck for the Citizen’s Heroism Award for her quick actions and selfless act to help someone in her time of need.  Also, I’d like to present Judy Endress, she was the victim.  We have your Citizen’s Heroism Plaque presented to Karen, also.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Karen, would you like to say a few words?

KAREN STRYSIK -WEIHERT:	I’m just so glad to see Judy ‘cause she looks a lot better than the last time I saw her.   Her family’s been keeping me informed, but this is the first time I’ve seen her since then.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Oh, my gosh.  Judy, you have some flowers there?

JUDY ENDRESS;	I do.  Thank you.

ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF PERKINS:	I’d also like to thank Nancy Styck and the Awards and Recognition Committee for their effort in recognizing Karen for her good deed.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you very much.  The next item on the agenda is information only.  Items C and D can be combined.  They’re requesting permission New Life Pentecostal for a health fair and the Kankakee Valley Park District and the River Bike Club are requesting permission to host their annual “Two Rivers Century” bicycle ride.  Do I have a motion to approve both of these requests?

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 	So moved.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Davidson, seconded by Alderman Stokes to approve the requests of C and D.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

NEW LIFE PENTECOSTAL MEDICAL CLINIC IS REQUESTING PERMISSION 
TO BLOCK A PORTION OF THE PARKING LOT DIRECTLY NEXT TO THE 
CLINIC AT 183 NORTH SCHUYLER AVENUE ON SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 2012, 
FROM 9:00 A.M. UNTIL 3:00 P.M. FOR A HEALTH FAIR



KANKAKEE VALLEY PARK DISTRICT AND THE KANKAKEE RIVER BIKE 
CLUB ARE REQUESTING PERMISSION TO HOST THEIR ANNUAL “TWO 
RIVERS CENTURY” BICYCLE RIDE ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 5, 2012 FROM 
6:00 A.M. UNTIL 4:00 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Thank you very much.  Moving onto Standing Committees, Public Safety.  Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, the Public Safety minutes are self-explanatory.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  License and Franchise.  Alderman Carl Brown.  

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Ah, the License and Franchise Committee minutes are self-explanatory, also.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Budget Committee.  Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BARON: 	Mayor, the Budget Committee on March 12, was a standard meeting which, ah, in the recent life of the  Budget Committee and finances in the City is great news.  Ah, however, there are several things I’d just like to point out.  Number one, ah, is something that we have to recognize–tonight’s a night of recognition.  The Comprehensive Annual Financial Report– CAFR– for fiscal year ending in 2011, ah, received a Certificate for Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting.  Since Jim Spice has been Comptroller, ah, every year–and, I’ve been informed he’s been Comptroller for 13 years–time flies when you’re having a good time.  Every year, ah, we’ve received this award.  And, I would just like to compliment  Mr. Spice for everything that he’s done and his role in the preparation of the CAFR  and we should now read every page of it to see why it’s so good.  So I think we all have to pledge to do that.  Secondly, ah, as far as sales tax goes, the February payment was $1.3 million which is looking a little bit more healthy.  Three, income tax review.  The State has paid through September of 2011 and the month of December 2011.  So, ah, they’re now behind, at least at the last reporting about $800,000.00 which is going back up again.  And, finally, the Mayor discussed the issue of municipal aggregation which we have the opportunity to vote in the primary tomorrow.  Ah, you all know about that and I’d encourage you to vote for it.  We are going to be able to  save some money for ourselves and for our constituents.  So.  That’s it.  No action items.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Alderman Brown.  Did you have a question?  

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	I didn’t have a question.  I need to make a comment on that. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.
ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Over the last three days, I have got a lot of questions about, ah, this ah........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Aggregation?

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Yeah.  On the....on the ballot because people are saying that we should have gotten the information out a little earlier.  But, what they don’t understand is that basically, it’s on the ballot, but the information is comin’ a little later on.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Well, we did two mailings Alderman.  People received two separate mailings.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	I know.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	........from the City.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	And, then if the referendum passes tomorrow.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Right.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	In accordance with the rules of aggregation, we will have two other public meetings.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	That’s........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That are planned for the aggregation, will be on display.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Well, I know that.  That’s what I explained to them, but they’re saying they didn’t know that and I.........I’m just passin’ it on.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Well, I’m can say that all of our residents were notified by two separate mailings and..........

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	I know.  I got it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	And, we had two public meetings that, quite frankly, no one attended.  And, so, oh, I’m sorry.  Alderman Tall was there.  He was bored that evening.  Yeah.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mr. Nobody was there.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	But, again, you know, I just hope people will go out and vote tomorrow.   So, thank you.

NANCY SMITHBERG:	Mayor, that program is on Channel 4, too.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Oh, that’s correct.  And, on the Municipal Access Channel, the video of Mr. Yohnka as well as our consultant answering and asking questions about aggregation is playing.  So, if you have Comcast Cable, you can go to Channel 4 and access information on aggregation on the Community Access Channel.  

CHRIS BOHLEN:	Three times a day.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Three times a day, Chris tells me.  Moving onto Report of Officers.  Do I have a motion to pay the bills?  

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	I move we approve the Report of Officer, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $2,352,698. 84.

ALDERMAN TALL:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Are there any questions?  Hearing none.  I’m sorry.  Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Yes, ma’am, ah, Mayor, once again I’m really concerned with maintenance that I keep seein’ pop up occasionally.   I understand– everyone in here should understand  I  cannot vote on this issue, but I do take great pride when I do glance through this information so I just want to let you know, I’m very concerned about maintenance on our vehicles where we can kind of keep that down and keep it.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Actually, Alderman, you were at the Utility Board meeting tonight and I think we specifically pointed out that vehicle maintenance for the Utility has dropped almost 60% because of new equipment that we were able to purchase for them.  The periodic equipment maintenance issues that you see, you do understand the amount of vehicles that the City has as far as Police and Fire, Code and every now and then they need brakes and tires and spark plugs and all kinds of things.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Yes, ma’am, but.........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Maybe there aren’t spark plugs anymore.  Is that what you’re laughing about.  I knew when I heard him chuckle that........there aren’t spark.........our vehicles aren’t that old.  I think we’ve done a pretty good job.  So.....to just answer your concerns, we all value how we spend money and we’re very, very careful about how we do that.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Yes, ma’am, ah, just one little added thing I wanted to say.  And, that is, ah, once again, I haven’t been able to, but I am looking forward to putting a Freedom of Information in for our vehicles.  I want to know the oil change which would dictate how many miles these vehicles....... lot of this maintenance is unnecessary.  I mean when you got new vehicles, that’s one thing.  But, we still can keep it down.  And, that’s my whole focus in making this point.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I believe we have a motion and a second to pay the bills.  Any other questions?

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  
	ABSTAIN:   Stokes (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $2,352,698.84

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  There is no Unfinished Business. Moving onto New Business.  
ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, can we do A, B, C and.........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I think A, B, C together because they’re all either establishing or rescinding handicapped parking.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	That’s right.  All those three there.  Motion to Suspend the Rules.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Thompson to Suspend the Rules that  would interfere with the Ordinances of A, B, and C.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinances on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, move that these Ordinances be placed on their Final Passage and Pass.  

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Thompson to place the Ordinances on Final Passage.  Any questions?  Roll call.

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING ESTABLISHED AT 589 SOUTH MOORE STREET

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING ESTABLISHED AT 811 SOUTH POPLAR AVENUE (THE CORNER OF 
POPLAR AVENUE AND SHERIDAN STREET)

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ENTITLED RESCINDING HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 393 SOUTH FRASER AVENUE 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  The next item is an Ordinance declaring surplus property for the Kankakee Fire Department.  Do I have a motion to Suspend?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	So moved.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Thompson to Suspend the Rules.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	So moved.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Second  

ALDERMAN JONES: 	Mayor.  What is it?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	What is what?  

ALDERMAN JONES: 	The description.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The surplus items?  

ALDERMAN BROWN:	It’s on the list.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	It’s on the paper back here.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Maybe.  Could you explain to us Mr. Perkins?

ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF PERKINS:	They’re, ah, patient cots.  

ALDERMAN JONES: 	Oh.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Like stretchers and stuff.
ALDERMAN JONES: 	Thank you.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	No, that’s all right.  It’s nice to know what you’re surplusing.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Want to get one?

ALDERMAN JONES: 	No.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Ah, I believe we’re in the middle of a roll call.  Is that correct?

CLERK DUMAS: 	No, we have to get a motion.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion and a second.  Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS: 	We need a motion.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	No, Alderman Hunter and Dexter Thompson did a motion and a second to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

CLERK DUMAS: 	Okay.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE – KANKAKEE FIRE DEPARTMENT AND AUTHORIZING THE SALE THEREOF

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Thank you.  The next is a recommendation for a bid on an exhaust system for the fire stations.  When I toured the stations last year with Chief Young, this was one of the capital items that he had requested because of the–well I guess Assistant Chief Perkins, why don’t you tell us what the exhaust system does and why it was necessary to purchase a new one?

ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF PERKINS:	There’s new air standards in the industry.  Ah, the four different vent systems we looked at, they all, ah, they all operate fairly similar to each other, but there are some differences that we felt were more durable.  The main standard that........the main difference in the primal vent  that we chose has a magnetic attachment system that attaches right to the exhaust pipe.  Some of the others attach a magnetic puck to the paint of the vehicle which we didn’t want to do.  Ah, service was another issue with one of the brands, but basically when the apparatus is backed into the station, a firefighter will get out and place the vent, the, ah, hose over the exhaust pipe.  The apparatus will back into the fire station.  Then the rig pulls out, it releases right at the door.  So, it’s almost 100% catch–the diesel fumes.  So, it should be a safer environment for the firefighters and also for long-term care of others.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Are there any questions?

ALDERMAN BROWNE:  	Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Browne.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	You said grant?

ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF PERKINS:	Yes, it is covered by a grant.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	Yeah, very good.  And the second things,  this is just an informational thing, you said that as they pull out it releases.  Does that have a recoil?  How does that work?

ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF PERKINS:	Ah, there’s one station, Station 6 is a drive-through station and the modification was it has an air-operated recoil system.  It will actually bring it back to the beginning, to the front door where we drive through.  All the others stop right there at the door.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	But, it doesn’t just snap off and come flyin’ back?

ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF PERKINS:	No.  No.  Hopefully it’s engineered a little bit better than that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	It’s a little more sophisticated.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	I was thinking along the lines, I watch my kids with a rubber band.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Any other questions?  Do I have a motion to approve the bid?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I......I so move and we’re–I think next month, ah..........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	You’re meeting at the station I believe.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Yeah, and I think the Chief is providing.....Chiefs are providing pizza, maybe movies as well.   I’ve been around for a while and I remember when some of the fire stations were used as polling places.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Um huh (affirmative).  
ALDERMAN HUNTER:	And, the engines were actually in the.....in the buildings and they got calls during the election and all the fumes would come out and we’d be coughing and stuff.  So, this is going to be good.  As this was discussed at the last Public Safety meeting as well, too, regarding the grant award which paid for these particular items so we’re pleased with this and I know the Chief, ah, he’s had some concern about this and we’re pleased that they were successful.  I move to accept the recommendation of, ah, Chiefs Harmon and Perkins.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, second by Alderman Osenga to accept the bid proposal in the amount of $81,117.00.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)
	ABSTAIN: Stokes (1)  

RECOMMENDATION TO ACCEPT THE MODIFIED BID PROPOSAL (3-5-2012) IN THE AMOUNT OF $81,117.00 PRESENTED BY HASTINGS INC. FOR THE KANKAKEE FIRE DEPARTMENT STATIONS VEHICLE EXHAUST EXTRACTION GRANT

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Thank you.  The next item on the agenda is demolition bids.  There is an adjustment.  The recommendation is for five buildings.  That is not correct.  The only buildings I am asking you to approve this evening are 1101 E. Maple, 1105 E. Maple and 1155 E. Maple.  The West Jeffery Street property which is the old nursing home on Jeffery Street, we’re still in court, I guess that’s the best way to describe, with the owners, trying to come to some agreement on the use of that property.  And, 1100 E. Merchant, I’m in discussions with developers, a couple who live here in Kankakee who are in the process of.........they’ve presented me so far with a scope of work, a line of credit and we are working on an appraisal of the property as well as working with Mr. Cross on a conditional use permit and some parking issues.  So, right now we are only asking for the three Maple Street properties.  In addition, I have spoken to Mr. Collins of the Kankakee Valley Park District.  Ah, when these properties come down, as well as two other homes that are on the demo list right next to these three, we will make a neighborhood park there on Maple Street and the Park District has agreed to add that expense to their Strategic Plan for the coming year.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	And, that’s going to be Martin Luther King Park I understand.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I.......

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	That’s what I understand, right Roy?
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I think that may have been a surprise, but.............

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Aw......you know, this administration is transparent.  That’s one way to take a look at it. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes.  And, so, this again goes back to my efforts to stabilize the neighborhoods, start some rehabilitation as well as clear as many, ah, properties that are certainly unwarranted and not necessary at this time.  And, I think a neighborhood park in that area would be a really significant improvement as well as the rehabilitation of the property on Merchant Street which really abuts to the back of this park.  So, I would like a motion to approve the bid to Scanlon Excavating in the three amounts listed on the bid sheet.

ALDERMAN COX:	Mayor, Alderman Davidson’s got something to say.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Davidson.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 	Well, we’d definitely like to make the motion and the fact that it’s in the 1st Ward is even better.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Even better.

ALDERMAN COX:	I’ll second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Davidson, seconded by Alderman Cox to approve the bid.

ALDERMAN COX:	I still have a question, Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I will have questions.  Let me just get through this.

ALDERMAN COX:	Who’s going to pay for it?  Is they goin’ to pay the City for that demo?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We are paying for the demolition.  These are properties that we acquired from People’s Bank.  

ALDERMAN COX:	Oh.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	If you’ll remember we accepted these properties from People’s Bank.

ALDERMAN COX:	What about the mess on Merchant?  It’s just as bad.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	No.  No.  On Merchant Street?

ALDERMAN COX:	Yes.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s going to be rehabbed at the cost of the developers.  We’re not rehabbing that.

ALDERMAN COX:	Green building.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	The brick building on Merchant Street.

ALDERMAN COX:	The big green building.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The 12-unit apartment complex.

ALDERMAN COX:	Okay.  Thank you.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	I got a question, Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	I’m very concerned with–you just told us, do not......don’t worry about it.......I think you said that Jeffery and Merchant Street..........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Well, I said at this time we are not asking you to approve those demolitions because we’re not prepared to do them at this time.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Well, my other question is, why would they even be on this list?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Because we bid those all out at the same time for expediency sake, so if we want to take down the Jeffery Street property and at the time, the Merchant Street property, no one had come forward.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We can do that.  We can do it at a later time.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Right.  Okay.  But, did you state that, did I not hear that?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes, I stated that.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Okay, I’m sorry.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That at this time we were ready to proceed with those two properties.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Thank you.

ALDERMAN COX:	Mayor, I did...........somebody from that Ward did approach me and I told ‘em they was...........in the mix.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Now, let me just.........1100 E. Merchant.  That’s the old building where the teachers used to live who taught over at East Junior and stuff.  Right?  I’m kinda’ datin’ myself.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	It’s actually the nicer of all the properties there.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	The Townsends took a look at that, right?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes, Townsends are in the process of rehabbing that.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Right .  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Well, we have not concluded all of the legal issues that we need to do for the City to release that property.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Remember, guys, that we were about to do that and I said, hey hold off.  Maybe there’s somebody who’s willing to take those buildings and.......and rehab ‘em.  So, you know, that’s good.  There’s..there’s  some history and I think this was, ah, something Neighborhhod Housing Services did, too, at 1100 E. Merchant as well, too.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That I don’t recall, Alderman.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Yeah.  I know they had something to do with this, ah, 1100 E. Merchant at one point.  Anyway, we can move along.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  We have a motion and a second.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

RECOMMENDATION TO AWARD THE BID TO SCANLON EXCAVATING & 
CONCRETE FOR THE DEMOLITION OF PROPERTIES  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Thank you very much.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Question, Mayor Epstein, ah, Scanlon.  Is that the Scanlon’s of Herscher?  Or who........where’s this Scanlon business located?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Actually, they’re in West Kankakee.  It’s the family from Herscher.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Big family.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	You’re welcome.  There are no Appointments on the agenda for this evening.  Ah, we do not need an Executive Session, so I will go to.........
ALDERMAN COX:	I thought I did call..........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman, did you want that?  I wasn’t sure.

ALDERMAN COX:	Yes, I do.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Then we will go into Executive Session this evening.  

ALDERMAN COX:	What about indistinguishable police?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	That should be involved in the Police investigation.  Section 14.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We will need an Executive Session this evening.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	I’m sorry.  Did you say Aldermen Comments?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Now, I did.  

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Okay.  I’d like to make a comment.  I’m sorry.  People where here.  My mind’s somewhere else.  There are a couple things I need to address.  First thing being said is I think I had a talk with The Journal tonight and one of the reasons I talked to them is because the article in the paper about that young man, ah, raised........raised a lot of, ah, dissension in our community because it seems like they focused on that young man being a criminal more so than the tragic death that he... he came about because regardless of what a person’s history is, nobody deserves to be drove up to and just shot down like that.  I think that basically  losin’ a relative or anybody like that I think I can talk more so than anybody else because there was a young man that came out here from Chicago who just wanted to improve his life and he got....he got killed, too.  And, that young man’s name was Jerome Combs and he was named after......and that jail–Jerome Combs– is named after him.  So, anybody can change.  But, the fact of the matter is, I don’t feel like that was responsible reporting because the fact is I know what my sister felt  when she lost her child.  And, I just feel like, that mother and that father, regardless of what they are, what they livin’ situation or anything else, deserve........don’t deserve to have that kind of pain that somebody in this community feel like because he has a record, because he went to a boot camp, he got killed, it was deserved.   I don’t think that’s what this community should be about.  The other thing being said is that when we lost another man we wanted this community to enhance.....to come forward and to grab in partnership with the Police Department.  This doesn’t help that relationship.  This send the wrong message that basically that Police Department don’t care, the Administration don’t care and the community itself don’t care.  Then they go back to this code of silence where basically it’s nothing is reported.  That is not what we wanted.  We are a big community.  We are a huge community and we have been a community that’s been able to work together.  And, normally, when I make statements I put it in writing so I don’t make a mistake, but this time I want to make the mistake because I speak more from emotion than on facts.  I know you like facts, but I’m gonna’ speak more so on emotions. It is wrong for this community.  This community is only going to solve the violence by engaging the young people in this community.  The young people in the community got to feel like and  they parents, irresponsible some are, have to feel like they are able to come to that man, that Chief, or any police officer and say that guy got a gun.  They’re trouble makers.  They got to be able to talk to before the situation explodes.  Excuse me.  We can’t.......can’t allow anybody to put on this community that basically that we’re not workin’ together.  And, that article was wrong.  It was basically wrong and it hurt that family a lot.  And, I just want to make sure that that family knew I did invite ‘em to this meeting tonight because I want them to know that it’s not–I don’t believe it is–that it’s not the feeling of this Council.  That it’s not the feeling of this City.  That it’s not the feeling of that Chief of Police and it certainly is not the way this Council feel.  We want our citizens to trust the Police Department.  We want our citizens.....we not highlighting violence.  What we highlight is this, we have a problem and we big enough to handle it.  And, I think that’s what we ought to be about.  I think we all say that basically, yeah, we got some violence in the City of Kankakee, but you know what though?  We never gonna’ give up tryin’ to solve those problems.  And, that’s why I’m here today and that’s why I believe The Journal was wrong printin’ that out.

ALDERMAN COX:	Some mother stopped me in the junction and–Old Fair.  I know the family for years, but remember I agree with what Brown said, but remember that’s public information and like my dear mother used to say, if you make your bed hard you got to lay in it. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Alderman.

ALDERMAN COX:	Now, ah, did they catch him?  Chief, did they get the guy?

CHIEF REGNIER:	We issued a warrant today.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I think we will do some discussion in Executive Session.  We’re not going to be discussing an open case in public.

ALDERMAN COX:	Yeah.  Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, I’d planned on making some comments regarding what we need to do as a community, large city with respect to, ah, calling some kind of summit together to address, ah, the issue that transpired, ah, just........a week ago yesterday.  Was it a week ago yesterday with respect to pull the various entities together such as, ah, School, ah, District Administrative Superintendent, NAACP, gotta’ do better, ah the Police Department, pastors, ah, court system, ah, in order to address some of these things.  We’re going to have to deal with that.  Ah, I was just watching on the news before I came to the Council meeting  tonight, there were discussions about, you know, warm weather in Chicago and how many people got shot.  My God, it was just terrifying to hear this Mom, ah, stand there and cry and clutch the picture of her six-year-old daughter who was shot right in front of her.  And, it’s difficult, ah, it’s difficult to........to see those funerals that are held for our youngsters.  I mean, the kids that were shot and killed here recently were young.  I mean young.  Ah, basically, ah, a few years maybe out of college, that’s how we can relate to how old they were.  But, what I’m saying is I think we’re gonna’ have to do something because, ah, I was talkin’ to, ah, Roy Collins tonight regarding what they’re going to do regarding, ah, the summer.  He’s got some stuff that’s he’s going to present to us which makes me feel good about the Park District playing a role in terms of not only the jobs which they provide for our kids as well as some other initiatives that they’re going to do in the various parks.  We’re going to have to come up with something to make sure that our community-based organizations have some kind of activities for our youth.  We’re going to have to make sure that some of these churches and these pastors, these churches and these pastors be concerned about their youth.  I mean things gotta’ happen outside the four walls of those... those churches.  And, there has to be outreach.  Ah, and they need to.......to identify some activities which their.......their youth can be involved in.  You know, we’re number two in the state regarding unemployment and, ah, we’re going to have to do somethin’ for our kids.  And, there are a lot of things that we can do that really don’t necessarily cost money.  Open these schools if we need to provide a volunteer to run activities in schools, we need to do so.  You know, it’s getting warmer and, ah, you see what happened over on Station Street and, ah, Rosewood.  The Chief gave assurances that they’re going back to court Thursday.  But, no community, no city should have situations like that where you have people doing the kind of things they do at that location.  And, some of you have called and talked about those things.  They even had the President of the NAACP call.  He said, Hunter, based on what you’re telling them, it’s true.  I had an Alderman call me and tell me what she saw.  And, I.........she said it was true.  So, we’re going to need all these entities working together to try to make sure that we have some kind of, ah, outlets, ah, for our kids.  The Chief of Police says he’s ready to address some of these things, but I think we need to get everybody on board to make sure we have, ah, some kind of plan of action that addresses all those entities.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	And, touches all of those neighborhoods.  Just because some kid was killed over on the 900 block of, ah, 800 block of Harrison, that’s not just the 1st Ward’s problem.  You know his grandfather lives in the 7th Ward.  And, other relatives lives in all of our various communities.  So, it affects everybody.  Be mindful of that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Alderman Browne.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	I would like to also thank Roy for being here and I would like to compliment the Park District for, ah, allowing some of those outlets.  I spend a great deal of time out at the skate park.  Ah, I’m dealing, out there, with some characters that, ah, have been in trouble with the law.  They are no longer in trouble with the law.  It’s a wonderful outlet for them.  They’re struggling to get their lives back on track and I’m very fortunate to be able to be out there and talk with them a little bit.  They are, ah, one of these is going to KCC and take these welding courses.  So, providing these type of outlets for our kids in the summer is a wonderful thing.  The more parent involvement that we have out there, the more community involvement whenever you can get there during the daytime or whenever you can get there is wonderful.  I spend quite a bit of time out there because I do have kids, but I learned that there is a vast array of children out there from all ages, ah, and it’s really a good spot to make a difference in our youth out there, so I thank the Park District for having those out there.  We also have a indistinguishable track that we have over in the 6th Ward.  I haven’t been out there too much because I just haven’t had the time yet.  Ah, but that’s another outlet that we have and I know indistinguishable has off the street and working together, giving them something fun.  I had this conversation with an individual who was arrested two years ago, ah, this just happened yesterday.  He’s out there.  He’s a skater.  He’s teaching my kids to skate.  We had a long discussion about his career path.  I’m very proud of him.  I think he’s come a long way and I think those are the type of things we need to encourage and keep those kids going in the right direction.  So, I thank the Park District for providing those outlets and I hope that, ah, more parents and more citizens would get involved.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  I would like a motion to.........Alderman Swanson.


ALDERMAN SWANSON:	Ah, we are not going to have an Ordinance Committee meeting next week.  It is going to be April 24, and the tag day issue will be brought up then.  And, I will be getting letters out to all the organizations with a copy of the Tag Day Ordinance in it.  But, that will be April 24, not next week.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Tall.

ALDERMAN TALL:	Yes, I’d just like to make mention of our Solid Waste Ordinance.  It mentions that your garbage cans are to be removed from the streets and alleys 24 hours after the garbage has been picked up.  Our Ordinance has been translated into English and into Spanish.  They’re available at, ah, City Hall, at Public Works and Code office.  I’d also like to make mention that April starts our lawn waste pickup.  It’s from April 1, through November so you shouldn’t put your leaves in the street.  Ah, our leaf vac machine is put up for the season, so if you bag your leaves, they won’t be picked up until April 1.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Alderman.  A motion to go into Executive Session.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	One moment.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Excuse me, ma’am.  I don’t know what’s the rush?  Ah, just a couple things.  First of all I want to thank, ah, Bert.  Good job.  I know he’s comin’ around to pick up the leaves.  Good job, sir.  Thank you.  Thank you so much and then the other thing is we are going into Executive Session, there’s a personnel issue I’d like to speak about in there.  Ah, Space Center, I still see the Space Center still standing, windows busted out, still got that goin’ on.  We need to try to see if we can get somethin’ done with that big eyesore.  Ah, Mayor, I’m gonna’ be planin’ on puttin’ in a Freedom of Information for all the vehicles.  I want to know the oil changes.  I need to know how many miles we puttin’ on these vehicles in between oil changes.  And,  I think that right there will correct that.  I mean that would help.  Ah, youth.  For this summer, they already slightly spoke on it.  Need to make sure we got somethin’ in place for our youth.  Gettin’ the school districts involved, whatever other organizations, we need to gather them.  Just like we’re gonna’ do for the tag day, we need to gather these organizations up and kinda’ channel these children or kids into positive things for our community.  And, other than that, I’m still thinkin’ about the people that we had........that we laid off for the City of Kankakee.  They took a layoff.  I’m hearin’ about Dwight and that’s fine, but I’m thinkin’ that we need to do.......be more recept.....be more recept about the ones  we laid off.  What are we doin’ about our own?  Are we plannin’ on bringin’ ‘em back?  Are they gone forever?
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	They’re gone.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	This type of thing.  So, other than that, Mayor, that’s about all I got.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  Now can I have a motion to go into Executive Session?

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	So moved.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Davidson.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.  
	
MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Please clear the Chambers.
											
												8:09 P.M.




												8:27 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We’re back into Open Session and as soon as the doors are open  we can adjourn.  Pause   Okay, motion to adjourn.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	So moved.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Thompson, seconded by Alderman Faford.  All those in favor, aye.  

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We are adjourned.
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