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CITY COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 16, 2012     7:00 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Good evening.  I’d like to call this meeting to order.  This evening, ah,  Rev. Asher could not be here, so Clerk Dumas has agreed to lead us in prayer this evening.  

CLERK DUMAS:	This is a first for me here.  Dear Heavenly Father, Lord, we thank You for tonight.  We thank You for how you have allowed us all to gather here together.  We ask that You would look on the City Council as a whole.  Lord we ask that You would continue to bestow the wisdom and the knowledge upon the people here that’s gathered, to be able to give them direction on how to lead and to guide this City.  Lord, we ask that You would continue to bless all of our public officials, our safety officials, even while they are out amongst the community.  And, Lord, we ask that You just allow this City to grow, to allow us to grow in unity and to continue to just be merciful on this City as a whole.  In Jesus’ mighty name.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That was excellent for an impromptu prayer.  It’s my pleasure to ask the students from Mark Twain School, ah, to come forward and lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

MARK TWAIN STUDENTS AND ALL:	Pledge of Allegiance

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Now, we get pictures taken.  You all look so pretty. Look at your parents. Big smile.  Thank you again to the students from Bright Beginnings at Mark Twain.  We’re at the portion of the agenda for Public Comments. Please come forward when your name is called and direct your comments to the Mayor. Comments are limited to five minutes. No personal attacks upon City Council members, staff, or other persons in attendance or absent will be permitted.  In addition, discussion of matters which are currently under legal review will not be permitted.  Ah, Mr. Bill Yohnka.

BILL YOHNKA:	Thank you.  I’m Bill Yohnka.  I’m a proud resident of the 2nd Ward in the City of Kankakee and, ah, I’m also the Economic Development Director of the City and, ah, I have three things which means I can take less than two minutes on each one of ‘em, but luckily they’re very quick.  Ah, next weekend, on Saturday, is the third year we’ve done a Spring Into Action cleanup.  It’s a little confusing because the flyer says, Kankakee Citizen Cleanup and we have tried to clean some of the citizens, and it works out better just to pick up the stuff on the streets.  So, we’re going to be doing that next weekend and, ah we really do, I think, a really pretty nice job of laying out routes and teams for people to work with and, ah, there’s a lot of comradery and support and, ah, that starts at 8:30 (A.M.) on the 21st we meet at the Farmer’s Market gazebo for, ah, some coffee and donuts before that all gets started.  And, it leads us to the next thing which is the first weekend of the Farmer’s Market is the 28th and that starts at 8:00 (A.M.).  That’s the first week of the spring season and, ah, Farmer’s Market will remain consistent through the last weekend in October.  And, ah, finally, the thing that, ah, I’m asking all of the Aldermen’s help on is, ah, a survey.  We put together, with the Mayor’s assistance, a survey I want each of you to look at and fill out as much as you see fit.  What we’re trying to do is to give the City’s economic development a direction moving forward and I want that direction to include the feedback from all of our wards–make sure we’re not missing anything and to look at what’s being done now.  What you’re doing that maybe other people do not know about and, ah, help us out with that information and give us suggestions on who in your ward we should be talking to and getting involved as we go forward.  So.  I’ll pass those out.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Do you want to pass them out now, Bill?

BILL YOHNKA:	I can do that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yeah, why don’t you do that?  Thank you.  While Bill is passing those out, we’ll do roll call.  

7:07 P.M.

CLERK DUMAS:
PRESENT:  Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:
PRESENT:   Regnier; Young; Spice; Bohlen; Power; Doyle; Tyson; Banasiak; Gordon; Bertrand; Yohnka (11) 
	ABSENT:     Cross (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Ah, moving onto minutes.  I’ll entertain a motion to approve the minutes of the April 2, 2012, meeting.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, before I, ah, make a motion to approve the minutes, on page five, I think it was, Alderman Stokes, had called about some question about, ah, towards the bottom down there, where it says, ah, the offices looked real bad.  They looked worser than before........is that the end of your statement?  Or did you make other comments?

ALDERMAN STOKES:	I’m not exactly sure.  I wanted to review the tape to make sure that I could understand what I said.  Ah, I.......I can’t pecifically said for sure that’s why I would like to review the minutes.
ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Well, I’ll tell you what, ah, going further down, the last comment that you made or sentence that you made right now after Bertrand, We need to get those carpets, blah, blah, we need to them...would it be fair to say, replaced, was the word that you cited.......or not?

ALDERMAN STOKES:	I’m not exactly sure.  That’s one of the reasons why I would like to review the tape.  And, I explained that to Nancy today, but I would like to view the tape for clearity.  I could have said that, but I want to make sure.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	It’s a real big issue that you review those tapes?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The tapes are prepared and ready for his review.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Okay.  Motion to approve.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Second.

ALDERMAN COX:	Mayor, I got........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	One second, Alderman.  We have a motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Thompson to approve the minutes.  Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	Page 31.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Page 31.  

ALDERMAN COX:	Um huh (affirmative).  Correction.  Now the City gonna’ go bankrupt.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Now the City gotta’ go bankrupt?

NANCY SMITHBERG:	I’ve corrected them, Chris.

ALDERMAN COX:	Page 32.  Third line down.  You are going down with the rest of them.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay, we have.........

ALDERMAN COX:	Page 34.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Um huh (affirmative).  Sorry.


ALDERMAN COX:	Fourth line from the bottom.  I think it came from the east, that means drugs are being sold there.  I want you to know that.  That’s it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Alderman.  
ALDERMAN HUNTER:	So stated and other corrections in view of Alderman Stokes, motion they be approved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Are there any other questions?  All those in favor of approving the minutes from the April 2, meeting, as corrected, aye.  All those opposed, nay.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL 2, 2012

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The minutes are approved.  There are no Petitions from the Floor.  Moving onto Communications, the first item on the agenda is a presentation by Fire Chief Ron Young on behalf of United Way.  I would also like to ask Lt. Pat Kane to come forward at this time.  I’ll let Chief Young say what it’s for, then I’m going to tell you all why Lt. Kane is here, too.  

CHIEF RON YOUNG:	Oh, are you going to tell ‘em.  I can tell ‘em.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Oh, you want to tell ‘em?

CHIEF RON YOUNG:	No. No. No. You have the honor.  Well, Mayor, as you know, last month I attended the United Way Annual Dinner and Meeting and at that meeting is the results of their campaign.  It’s where they hand out the awards to the top 20 contributors and organizations and employers throughout the County.  And, I’m just proud to say because of the inspirational work of the Kane family and Pat, ah, that the City of Kankakee finished in the top ten as contributors this year, countywide with a total amount of $25,135.20, which was generously contributed to the 2012 annual campaign.  So, as a board member, and on behalf of Mr. Carroll, the Executive Director, I’d like to present this to the City of Kankakee, to you, in honor of that achievement.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  The reason I asked Lt. Kane to be here, is the City has always done an admirable job–our employees, I should say, have done an admirable job donating to the United Way.  But this year Lt. Kane took it upon himself to sort of be the spearhead of our, ah, campaign throughout the City and really worked tirelessly in order to meet with the employees, to share his family’s very moving story about how the United Way has impacted their lives and the importance of donating to that campaign.  And, I wanted him to be here tonight because, truly, this award goes to the employees and it goes to Lt. Kane, ah, for his work on behalf of the City.  So, thank you, very much.
			
			Presentation of award
			
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Chief.  The next item under Communications, ah, is a very nice thank you note from Alyssa Davis.  She was one of our recipients.....one of the 23 recipients of the Black History Scholarships provided by the City of Kankakee this year.  The next item is a request from the YMCA Foundation, requesting a donation for their annual Strong Kids Program.  That program impacts hundreds of children in our community and is certainly a worthwhile cause.  I would like a motion to approve the donation.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I so move.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Davidson to approve the request for the YMCA.  Roll call.  

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter (Dave Tyson’s a big guy in the YMCA.  I know you were. You still are?)
	DAVID TYSON:    Yes.  
ALDERMAN HUNTER:   I thought so.); Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

KANKAKEE AREA YMCA FOUNDATION IS REQUESTING A $300.00 DONATION TOWARDS THEIR ANNUAL 2012 STRONG KIDS PROGRAM 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Items D and E can be combined.  One is a street closing for Shiloh Full Gospel Baptist Church.  The other one is from Jeannette Nite.  They are both requesting, ah, noise and permit closures.  Do I have a motion to approve items D and E?

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	First thing, that lady name is Hite, not Nite.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Hite.  H-I-T-E.   Thank you, Alderman.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	With that being said, a motion to approve both, ah D and C.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	D and E.  Motion by Alderman Carl Brown, seconded by........

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	.......Alderman Hunter to approve items D and E.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

SHILOH FULL GOSPEL BAPTIST CHURCH IS REQUESTING STREET BLOCKAGE FOR SATURDAY, JULY 21, 2012, OF THE 900 BLOCK OF SOUTH DEARBORN AVENUE 
FROM 12:00 P.M. UNTIL 5:00 P.M. TO HOST A CHURCH PICNIC TO CELEBRATE 101 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE KANKAKEE COMMUNITY



JEANETTE HITE IS REQUESTING STREET BLOCKAGE AND NOISE PERMIT AT 1369 EAST CHESTNUT STREET ON FRIDAY, MAY 18, 2012, AND SATURDAY, MAY 19, 
2012, FROM 2:00 P.M. TO 8:00 P.M. TO HOST A GRADUATION PARTY

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Standing Committees.  Economic Development.  Alderman Linneman.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 	That information is on the sheet I handed out tonight.  Ah, the important thing is that, hopefully, we will be getting a presentation from Mr. Skimmerhorn about, ah, the new software that the County is trying at the next Economic Development meeting and that might be either up here or down in the Training Room to provide enough room.  And, apparently Mr. Yohnka thinks we need other things to do so we’re going to go over the results of the survey that we’re all going to be filling out.

BILL YOHNKA:	We’ll go over the results of the survey in this room.  In the Council Chambers.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 	Okay.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Alderman.  Public Safety.  Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, just real briefly, the minutes are self-explanatory.  Ah, we held the Public Safety meeting at Fire Station #6 over on Mertens.  And, we took a tour.  We had a soiree, s-o-i-r-e-e, ah, lovely refreshments prepared, ah, by the Fire Department.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Prepared by the Fire Department?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Prepared by the Fire Department.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Whoa.  Impressive.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Maybe next time we’ll invite the balance of the Council if you guys comport yourselves appropriately.  But, it was really nice.  Really nice.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Now there’s a code?  A dress code?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Yes, there’s a contingency.  The hamburgers were like about this size and, ah, they were mighty tasty and.....and that may have been the first time that some of these committee members have gone to that particular fire station.  We had a tour and other assessments.  And, really interesting.  I maintain that the Public Safety Committee is very interesting and oftentimes I say, ah, it’s like a 400 level class because of some of the stuff that you do.  The same way with the Police and Fire Academies.  There’s so much information that transpires, ah, that we received as legislators on the Council.  So, ah, you don’t have to be a member of the Public Safety Committee, ah, to attend.  Ah, but it.......it will open your eyes as far as what our Public Safety personnel do.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.   License and Franchise.  Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	The minutes are self-explanatory, but just pointing out that, ah, we did talk with, ah, Scott Blanchette........Scott Bertrand and I just want to make note that there is a number on here to contact if you got shoes on the line and we finally found out how long it takes for them to replace a light bulb.  You think I’m bad, it takes them two to three weeks to change a light bulb on a pole, but I just want to make sure you know that.

ALDERMAN COX:	Amen.  Amen.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	And, as well, I want to invite as many people as possible to our next License and Franchise Committee meeting ‘cause that will be May 5, and that will be Allied Waste.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Alderman.  Budget Committee.  Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BARON: 	Mayor, I can’t report back on our menu.  Regrettably I can’t report back on the menu, but maybe some meeting I’ll be able to. Ah, but, I can report on some of the finances.   First of all, surprisingly, and maybe not surprisingly after the major payment from the City, sales tax revenue last, during this year exceeded last year’s by 5.7%.  Ah, probably as a direct result of the large payment made by the State....made by the Department of Revenue several months ago and that’s probably the result of our aggressive stance towards the State in terms of litigation, in terms of  the administration.  And, I think that we should realize that, that there’s a lot going on here and our lawyers are working hard at this and our Mayor is being very aggressive in asserting our rights, so when, when we say, ah, sales tax revenues are 5.7%, okay, well that’s pretty good–no, that’s great!  And, that’s something that we have to recognize as we go along here.  Ah, secondly income tax arrearage from the State, $730,000.00 creeping toward a million dollars and there’s nothing we can do about that.  Ah, the.....interestingly enough, shockingly enough,  the revenue for the City, for the first eleven months of the year, ah, which equals 91.6% of the year–eleven months of the year–is exactly equal to 91.6% of what our budget was for the revenue.  And, that’s another one of these things that, now you see that as we’ve gone along here, how revenue goes up and down and how it’s really rough to predict, but through eleven months we were right on.  And, that’s something we have to  recognize too, with the Comptroller’s Office and the Mayor put that budget together at the beginning of the year, she knew what she was talking about and he knew what he was talking about.  And, finally, we may be a little off this year by the time all receipts are in, the major expenses, ah, not anticipated were the legal expenses for our law firm in Chicago for the, ah, sales tax sharing litigation.  And, also, the, ah, retroactive pay for contractual increases.  Those were two big ticket items that may skew the final result.  That’s all.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Report of Officers.  Do I have a motion to pay the bills?

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	I move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $210,529.43 

ALDERMAN TALL:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to pay the bills.  Are there any questions?

ALDERMAN COX:	I have one.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	209?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	209.

ALDERMAN COX:	Schuyler Avenue Properties.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Schuyler Avenue Properties for $1,500.00?  Is that the check you’re referring to?  That’s rental for storage space that, I believe, the Fire Department uses over behind this building, actually.

ALDERMAN COX:	Okay.  Thank you.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	And, I have one, too, Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	It’s right back behind the parking lot here.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	The old Graham Building.

ALDERMAN COX:	Sharp Cuts Lawn Service.  I thought DPW cut grass.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Not the Public Safety and the Administration Buildings.  We have a lawn service that takes care of those properties.

ALDERMAN COX:	Okay.  Is Sprint the cheapest cell phone out there?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Pardon, I didn’t hear you Alderman.

CLERK DUMAS: 	Sprint.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Oh, Sprint.

ALDERMAN COX:	Is that the cheapest we can get?  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Ah..........

ALDERMAN COX: 	Is Mobile........T-Mobile cheaper than Sprint?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I know that we constantly.......constantly are looking at our cell phone bills to see if we can reduce the costs.  

ALDERMAN COX:	Ah, make sure the City business is on it and not personal use.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	It’s part of our hand book and it’s part of our.....every employee has to sign that they use it only for City business, Alderman.

ALDERMAN COX:	You can check the numbers every now and then    Don’t let ‘em know you’re comin’.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Stokes.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Yes, ma’am, I agree with Bubba Cox.  Ah, on that rental property that we have back  here...........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	It’s not rental property.  We rent storage.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	I mean the lease agreement........is that a lease basically?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Is that a long-term thing?  Is that a contract?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We.........yes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Okay.  And, then, ah, that’s it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Thompson.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Mayor, number nine on the list, item number nine.  That ComEd bill.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Could you give me the check number, please?

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Ah, check number is 63174.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Is that all street lights?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	It’s a payment on the street light.  That’s correct.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Is that partial on the street lights and some other things as well?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	No.  That I believe is entirely street lights.  It’s expensive.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Oh, I see.  Very expensive.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  
	PRESENT: Stokes (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS, APPROVAL OF BILLS, $210,529.43

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Beginning New Business.  The first item on the agenda is an Ordinance amending Chapter 32, No Parking on the 300 Block of West Chestnut Street.  For those of you who may not be familiar with that street, it, ah, affronts Washington Avenue Park.  It’s where the new Skate Park has been installed by the Park District.  And, there’s been a lot of congestion in that area and when people are parking on both sides of the street, our Public Safety vehicles are not able to access the street because it narrows down to one lane.  It is not a good situation.  So, we are asking you to approve no parking on the north side of the street in order to allow Public Safety vehicles and, actually, cars to be able to access.  It’s an east-west right-of-way that goes all the way to 5th Avenue.  

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	Mayor, can we discuss.............

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Thompson.   Yes, we can.


ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	I have a question.  Shouldn’t both sides of the street, equally, be considered as a no parking because if you do one side of the street, they’re going to go to the other side of the street and park and you’ll have the same situation that’s goin’ on.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	No, you won’t because, first of all, we allow.......we have to allow parking for the apartment buildings that are on that side of the street.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	But, they don’t park on that side, Mayor.  The, ah, people in the apartment building has a separate park behind the building and they park on the entrance side of the building.  That particular side there, not where the park is sitting–where the skate park is sitting on the opposing side over here–I guess that’s considered the east side of it, but anyway, on the opposite side, they can park that way and around  where there’s less congestion at and then both sides there.  I think I discussed this with Mr. Tyson because I think you’re going to have the same situation goin’ on with the, ah...........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	No, the situation is that if cars park on both sides of the street, it narrows the street to one lane.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	I’m sayin’ the same thing, Mayor.  I understand that.


MAYOR EPSTEIN:	But, if we allow no parking on one of those sides, now you have two lanes that are available for traffic.  Do you understand?

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	I do understand, but, you’ll.......you’ll see when this come back again for the other side as well. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Well, I think we’ve been asked to do this.  Alderman Browne.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	Ah, if I can speak a little bit to that ‘cause I’m out there a whole bunch with my kids and I see what’s going on and I agree and I spoke with the Chief and I’ve spoken with a lot of folks on this.  And, yes, we have to have an open road there.  Ah, as it sits and this is a little bit confusing ‘cause it says the north side which is actually the park side.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s correct.  It is the south side that is to be.....that you can park on the south side, not park on the north side.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	Okay.  And, that........I want to discuss that a little bit and see if we maybe cold flip flop that for one reason.  Ah, as it sits now, ah, on the park side, which is the north side of that street, the cars generally pull off.  Now they are on the sidewalk there, but they pull off and there’s only a small portion of the automobile on the road.  Also, that’s on the park side.  So, as people get out of the backs of their cars and kids are taking things out, they’re protected because they’re at the park side.  On the opposite side, if we allow them to park on the opposite side, the entire car is in the roadway.  And, the children have to cross the roadway to get to the park.  So, it creates a lot more danger doing it that way.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I understand.  I think that’s an excellent point.  

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	I’ve also spoken with, ah, Roy Collins who will be addressing this tonight at the park. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	And, I’ve spoken to Mr. Collins, also. 

ALDERMAN BROWNE:	Okay, very good.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	And, he’s in total agreement with no parking on one side of the street as well as the Park District in their future plans, ah, would like to address the parking needs of that park.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	Yes.  We discussed the possibility of a joint venture with the City. If we would possibly excavate, they’ll put in the–you know, to make–put in the parallel parking.  The measurements there allow for parallel parking there all the way down.  We can talk about that.  But, that allows them to be way off the street because there’s a total clearance from curb to tree of 16 feet.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I told Mr. Collins that if the Park District would come to us with a proposal that we would certainly entertain doing a joint venture with them.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	Very good.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	But, I do have to have one caveat.  You understand that any money we spend are tax payer dollars that we levy for or capital projects.  The Park District is also a taxing body.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	Sure.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	And, not that I oppose helping an entity that has all their parks within the City of Kankakee, but I think we have to be very careful about how much money we promise other taxing bodies to help them on their capital needs.  

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	Yeah.  I was just thinking as far as just excavating, not putting in any other tax dollars other than.............


MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I understand and I spoke to Mr. Collins and we are more than pleased to work together.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	So, I would ask that maybe even on this Ordinance that we maybe flip flop that to the........what would that be?.......to the south side of the street rather than the north?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We would not allow parking on the south side of the street.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	On the..........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s correct.  You want to park on the north side which is the park side.  

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	Correct.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s right.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Let me pose a question.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I’d like to ask  Mr. Tyson to weigh in.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Oh, sure.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Mr. Tyson.

DAVID TYSON:	There’s probably.........I mean you could probably argue both sides of the coin to be quite honest with you on it.  Visibility-wise if there’s no parking on the north side, then that’s where your traffic is, you have full visibility of any youth or kids that are in the area.  If they park on the north side, they come around a car, they’re going to be obstructed.  They’re not going to be able to be seen by traffic that’s moving east and west on Chestnut.  Right now, I know you’re saying that they’re parking off the street, but they’re actually parking illegally because they’re parking on the terrace.  They’re parking on the grass and technically that’s a violation of our Ordinance to do that.  Ah, off-street parking is the best situation.  I know there’s been talk about doing some off-street parking north of the facility where there’s a small existing lot and enlarging that  would ultimately be the best thing.  But, right now, as stated earlier, there is an apartment building that’s on the south side of that.......that building and there is no parking–street parking–for that........for that apartment building.  And that would be the south side of Chestnut.  And, like the Mayor said, by having it restricted on one side, it does allow us two lanes of flowing traffic.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	I understand.   There are several issues that, you know, a car sitting fully in the roadway, I believe, is worse than a car that’s just the wheels over the edge.  That’s the first thing, but there’s another life issue that I have here.  And, that is for the people who are using the park.  I’m out there and, ah, as far as citizen policing in the area and can’t always ask for our police officer to be there all the time, the parents like to pull off there and sit and watch.  And, I can tell you from personal experience that I use that park a whole bunch and have stopped a bunch of nonsense that was going on over there.   And, I think the parents feel very, very comfortable being able to sit there from that vantage point and to see everything.  If we move that around the back side of the park, you can’t see it.  If you’re across the street from the park, you can’t really see ‘cause there’s cars and things going in between.  Those are some of the issues that I have with that, but mainly I just, you know, a car being pulled off the road, I know right now it’s illegal, but, you know, maybe we can put a parallel parking along that, you know, on the other side of that sidewalk because you’re way off the road.  And, nobody has to cross the road and if we use both lanes of traffic on there indistinguishable and that makes more sense than having indistinguishable sitting in the middle of the road indistinguishable ‘cause it will take up a full eight feet instead of  indistinguishable  

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	But, they should put bleachers or somethin’ out there.  Anything because I still think.........I understand what you’re saying, but I still don’t think that’s going to solve the problem.  A half car in the street can still get hit just like a whole car in the street.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	That’s why we’re saying if we move it completely off the road, like parallel parking.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	But, I think right now we’re not addressing what is going to be in the future.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	Right.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We’re addressing.......let’s not mistake, right now we’re addressing a public safety concern for the City of Kankakee.  Not trying to solve the Park District’s problems as far as what they should do with their parking.  Okay?  ‘Cause right now it’s a public safety issue for the City.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	So, we’re voting on.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	You’re voting on the Ordinance as written.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	Which would block which side of the street?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Which would allow parking on the south side of the street and no parking on the park side of the street which is the north side.

ALDERMAN JONES: 	Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Jones.

ALDERMAN JONES: 	I go to work that way and I’ve gone different hours, and the only time there’s cars on that street is when people are using the park.  Now, I agree with Mr. Browne, the safety issue of the children is my concern.  And, to have them be able to park on the same side with the park I agree to.  And, there......I.......there is never the people that live in the apartment building parking on that street.  They either park behind the street.....the building, or they’re on Entrance in front of the apartment building.  I have gone through there at different hours, 6:00 in the morning, 9:00 at night, 11:00 at night and I want to bring up on that alley is where a police officer hit a street light four years ago and it has never been replaced.  That whole street is pitch black at night. I have a safety concern on that one, too.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  Alderman, right now, we have an Ordinance as written.  Do I have a motion to amend the Ordinance?

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Mayor, could this be considered as a temporary thing right now?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Anything we do can be undone.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	I make a motion to amend the.........amend it to allow parking on the north side and block the south side.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We have a motion to amend the Ordinance to flip the parking.  Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN JONES: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Seconded by Alderman Jones.  So, let’s vote on that first.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Remember guys........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We’re voting..........this is an awful lot of discussion about parking.  I hope we have this much discussion about the budget when we get to that.  Ah, right now we have an amendment to an Ordinance that we are considering.  And, the amendment simply states that the parking will be allowed on the north side of the street and not allowed on the south side of the street.  That’s all you’re voting on right now is amending that Ordinance to say that.  Roll call.




CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (Alderman Jones is right.  That’s my fault.  I should have turned that in years ago.) (14)  

MOTION TO AMEND ORDINANCE ENTITLED “NO PARKING ZONES” TO READ  
NO PARKING ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF CHESTNUT STREET

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Okay.  The Ordinance has now been amended so now we need a motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance we just amended.  

ALDERMAN TALL:	So moved.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Thompson.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN TALL:	So moved.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Thompson.  Any discussion? 

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Real briefly.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Oops, more discussion.  Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Just real briefly.  This should be a temporary action on the part of the City.  Ah, you, Dave, Roy and the two Aldermen from the 5th can sit down and work this stuff out.  We’re already paying for personal services right now with our end loader, ah, and they can pay for the road mix or whatever, but, you, actually, parking, self-contained at the park itself on the north side of the park.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	And, I think the Park District is working on a way to do that.  Any other discussion?

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Mayor, one other thing.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Mayor, not only just that, the Park District shoulda’ had considered that anyway from the start. And, I know it’s water over the dam, but, they knew they was gonna’ construct this skate board park  and that’s one of the things that we have to look at first.  Lighting, how long the kids out there, do we have sufficient lighting?  Parking?  Do we have sufficient parking?  All that needs to be ironed out initially.  And, I really applaud whoever came forth about this parking situation.  I noticed that myself on the grand opening.  It was a parking issue there.  So I’m glad to know that we’re taking appropriate action to get somethin’ done.  And, I thank everybody in here for that.

ALDERMAN COX:	Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman.

ALDERMAN COX: 	Speaking of Washington Park.  Alderman Jones indistinguishable and I got the indistinguishable not indistinguishable    Oh, yeah, by the way, I got a suggestion from the ward.  DPW stop painting just the graffiti.    Paint the whole thing.  It’s looks..........wait a minute.  It’s looks so much better.  It looks real tacky just painting where the graffitis is at.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I understand, Alderman.  Thank you.

ALDERMAN COX:	And, I’ll tell you where it’s at.  indistinguishable block East Oak.  indistinguishable block of East Maple.  700 block Merchant.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman, this is very nice, but we really.........we need to vote on this Ordinance.  Okay?  Thank you.  All right.  We’ve had our discussion.  We have a motion and a second on Final Passage.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)     

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 172 ENTITLED “NO PARKING 
ZONES” OF THE 300 BLOCK OF WEST CHESTNUT STREET ON THE SOUTH SIDE 
OF THE STREET ACROSS FROM WASHINGTON PARK, FROM THE ALLEY WAY 
ON THE EAST TO NORTH ENTRANCE AVENUE ON THE WEST

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Moving on.  Ordinance declaring certain property surplus for the City of Kankakee Fire Department.  You have the Ordinance.  You have the list of surplus items.  Do I have a motion to suspend?


ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, I move to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the consideration and passage of this Ordinance at this time.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Osenga to Suspend the Rules.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  
	PRESENT:    Stokes (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, I move this Ordinance be placed on its Final Passage and Pass.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Osenga to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.  Any questions?  Roll call.  I’m sorry.  Alderman Jones.

ALDERMAN JONES: 	Does any of this stuff work, like the computer monitor or the printer?  Is there anything that we could donate to the Pembroke Library that they might be able to use?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Chief Young.  Anything work?  

CHIEF RON YOUNG:	Most of it doesn’t, but once we declare it surplus then we can go ahead and do that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We will contact them to see if there’s anything usable.  Alderman.  Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	Sun River Terrace libary indistinguishable they ain’t got no security yet. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We’ll contact a couple of our neighboring communities to see if anyone is interested in the items that work.  We don’t like to give people things that don’t.  Okay.  Do I have.............I have a motion and a second to pass, correct?

CLERK DUMAS: 	Yes.



CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter (We’ve done it in the past in terms of helping, ah, other units of government.  Most recently, ah, Alderman, ah, Grant helped us with the Village of Hopkins Park indistinguishable but, yeah, we do that quite a bit.) ; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  
	PRESENT:    Stokes (1)

ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS OF THE CITY OF 
KANKAKEE – KANKAKEE FIRE DEPARTMENT – AND AUTHORIZING THE SALE THEREOF

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda is an Ordinance authorizing us to aggregate our electric load.  Ah, as you know, we are........this is the final step that the Council has to take in process of municipal aggregation.  We passed the referendum.  We had two public hearings.  And, now we are at the time that we need to pass the Ordinance. Once the Ordinance is passed, then our consultant will go out to bid and we will bring those bids back to you to see if there’s a favorable response to what we can do to save our residents on their electric costs for next year.  So, I need a motion to Suspend.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of this Ordinance.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Carl Brown, seconded by Alderman Thompson to Suspend the Rules.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Motion to place this Ordinance on Final Passage and Pass.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Motion to place this Ordinance on Final Passage and Pass.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Carl Brown, seconded by Alderman Thompson to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  


ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AGGREGATION OF ELECTRICAL LOAD AND 
ADOPTING AN ELECTRIC AGGREGATION PLAN OF OPERATION AND GOVERNANCE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Yeah, Mayor Epstein.  Was it that apparent that I was going to ask you something?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes, I can tell.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Do you want to make comments in terms of, ah, how much, ah, a citizen in the City of Kankakee, ah, would benefit?  Can you give us a range in terms of how much money?  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We’ll we’re hoping the average customer can save around $125.00 a year.  We’ll certainly know better once we go out for bid and once ComEd goes out for bid and we’re able to compare the cost savings.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	indistinguishable  

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Most on your.......most between $100.00 and $150.00.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	It just sort of depends.  So, we’ll see.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Mayor, also........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Also, we need to make it perfectly clear that all residents if they would like they can opt out of this program.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	They will receive two notices, Alderman, giving them the opportunity to opt out.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Okay.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Moving on.  The next item is an Ordinance authorizing the execution of the PNC extended line of credit for KRMA.  The work Allonge, I looked up.......because even my attorneys didn’t know what that meant.  I should say Alderman Baron didn’t.  

ALDERMAN BARON: 	I had no idea.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We had a meeting.  It’s a paper annexed to a negotiable instrument when the original was very lengthy.  Too lengthy to include.

ALDERMAN BARON: 	That’s it.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s it.  Had I said something different that would have been it, too.  Okay.  Ah, we discussed this at the last Council meeting.  This is the final step in the process of authorizing the extension of credit to KRMA.  Do I have a motion to Suspend?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I so move.

ALDERMAN BARON: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Baron to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage and Pass.

ALDERMAN BARON: 	So moved.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Hunter.  Any questions?  Roll call.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Mayor, I do have a question.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	What would be the total?  What would be the total?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The total?  We are extending the line of credit to $5,000,000.00.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	You’re welcome.  Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron ( This is on the allonge so I vote oui.); Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

 ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN ALLONGE TO NOTE AND AN AMENDED AND RESTATED LINE OF CREDIT AGREEMENT BETWEEN PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AND CITY OF KANKAKEE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda, you’ll see there’s a memo in your packet that for the past few years we have levied taxes for a Park Fund.  I don’t know why it was called the Park Fund, but we did use the money to pay for one of our employees from Public Works that we felt was doing work in the City on behalf of landscaping and everything of that nature.  As you know, DPW has been rolled into the Utility and there is no need now to levy those taxes.  This is a housekeeping matter because there’s some money left in that Park Fund that we can roll into the General Fund and we will no longer levy.  To have a fund that sort of sits there open, it’s like having a bank account you never touch.  It becomes part of the audit.  It.....it.......we need to like deal with it and so it’s much cleaner to just dissolve the fund.  So, I need a motion to accept the recommendation that we close the Park Fund.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	 Motion to accept the recommendation that would close the Park Fund.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Second it.  Second it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Thompson, seconded by Alderman Stokes.  Any questions?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	That was the Terry Kibbons position, guys.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

RECOMMENDATION TO CLOSE THE PARK FUND AND TRANSFER THE REMAINING CASH BALANCE OF $19,128.41 TO THE GENERAL FUND EFFECTIVE AS OF APRIL 1, 2012

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Thank you.  The next item on the agenda is a recommendation to award a bid to Einfeldt Construction for the completion of the downtown curb and sidewalk program.  Mr. Tyson, would you like to address this?

DAVID TYSON:	Yes, what this is is, as you remember, last year we started a program, we awarded the contract partway through it so we went ahead and re-let the contract again this year.  Actually, added a couple places downtown that had deteriorated in the meantime.  And, we did receive four different bids.  Einfeldt was the lowest bidder, responsible bidder, and so I’m recommending awarding to him for this contract.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	 Wasn’t he the lowest bid on the one previous to this as well?

DAVID TYSON:	No, they were second low bidder on the one previous to this.  Chicago Concrete was the low bidder.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Okay.  That’s right.  I remember Chicago Concrete.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I think we all do.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Yeah.  Everybody.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Any other questions?  

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Yeah, I do have a question.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Mister........Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Yes, ma’am.  Mayor, I’d just like to.......since we dealin’ with the downtown area, I’d like to know what areas Mr. Tyson, if it’s okay with you, that I know what areas is gonna’ be.......’cause this quite.....I know Alderman Hunter spoke about in front of  Johnny’s, just, you don’t have to do it now, but just kind of like off the side, you can let me know what we.........what areas we dealin’ with.

DAVID TYSON:	You can stop by my office and I would have to give you a list of where indistinguishable  

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Thank you, sir.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Any other questions?  Alderman Brown.  

ALDERMAN BROWNE:	Not to pick on Einfeldt Construction Company, but that’s where it came to my attention, and so this is not a direct comment on Einfeldt, but more on all contractors for the City of Kankakee.  It just came to my attention from a project that they were working on before, that, ah, once contractors seem to get our City money, ah, they tend to go off and do other projects until it fits in their time frame and then the City takes, you know, sort of a second seat.  I’m curious as to whether we do have an Ordinance and I think maybe the City should consider that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I think the bid specs address that.  Am I correct Alderman........Mr. Tyson?

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	Is there any time frame?

DAVID TYSON:	Yes, they do have an extended time period because there are going to be some unknowns that we’re unsure of being coal chutes and places underneath it.  We do have a performance bond on it.  And, so we also have the right to have a high retainage on it to where they don’t get paid for anything they do until they’re making timely progress on the project.  So, I feel it is addressed in the contract.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	Do we have an end date for this project?

DAVID TYSON:	I don’t remember it offhand.  But, I believe it’s August.......sometime in August.  

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	Okay.  Very good.  I’m just...... and, again, it’s not toward Einfeldt.  I just.....every project that we do, because I understand this happens with other contractors around the City as well.  The projects get started and then they remain open for long periods of time until it becomes, you know, fitting for them to fit it in their schedules.  I would just like to see, when a project is, ah, bid that has a time frame on it, so that we know when our City tax dollars, you know, our money’s as good as everybody else’s.  We should get those projects done.  If they say they’re going to start and finish it this time, we should hold them to that.  And, then they should be paying us back if they go over those time frames.  That.......I think that’s fair for the taxpayer’s money.  So, that’s why I bring it up. I just, you know, we had that incident over in the 6th Ward and, ah, we started addressing that and you know, we sat down in June and it didn’t get addressed until after, you know, it was too late to have asphalt.  So, the project had to wait again ‘til the spring.  Ah, so those are the concerns that I have with them.  Not just this one in the project, but all projects in the City so that our contractors are held accountable and to perform by a certain date.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Alderman Thompson.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Mr. Tyson, one more question.  You do monitor the, ah, contractors, though, right?

DAVID TYSON:	Yes we do.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Okay.

ALDERMAN COX:	Ah, another question.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	I don’t know about the other wards, but the 1st Ward’s alleys are terrible.  I told Dave about it and he’s going to try to find some money to do a grant.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes, okay.


ALDERMAN COX:	They are terrible.  The guy from Bradley, United, said the same thing, they doin’ the same thing over there.  The trucks are heavy and they’re tearin’ up the alleys.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Well, we will try to find some money to address that, Alderman.   Thank you.  We have a motion and a second.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS: 	No.  We need them.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Oh, we don’t.  Oh, I’m sorry.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Motion to approve.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Thompson, seconded by Alderman Stokes to approve the recommendation to award the bid to Einfeldt Construction. $191,524.15.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter (Everybody loves Dave.); Browne, R.; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  
	ABSTAIN:   Baron (I have a conflict and have to abstain.)  (1)

RECOMMENDATION TO AWARD THE PROPOSED BID TO EINFELDT CONSTRUCTION, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $191,524.15 FOR THE 2012 DOWNTOWN CURB AND SIDEWALK PROGRAM TEI JOB NO. E12010

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda is a recommendation to award to Kankakee Valley Construction a bid for the 2012 overlay program.  I think you all are aware that the City has been vigilant for many years to continue work on our infrastructure.  It’s very important.  It’s very costly.  And, quite frankly, we’re one of the few municipalities that have a rotating capital infrastructure fund that maintains the City’s infrastructure.  Ah, Mr. Tyson is very careful when he selects the streets to be overlayed, that we equally portion throughout the seven wards.  I think many of you are given the opportunity if you want to swap linear foot from one street to another, he’s pretty good about doing that.  And, so, I would recommend that we accept the bid from Kankakee Valley Construction for $985,883.22.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Motion to approve.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Osenga to approve the bid to Kankakee Valley Construction.  Any questions?
ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Everybody gets a piece of this.  

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Can I.....can I just make one comment though?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes, you can.  Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN:	Unlike my seatmate, Alderman Browne, this is what concerns me when we only have just one bidder.  That to me is somewhat problematic to me.  But, I understand that, ah, Kankakee Valley Construction Company been doing it so many years probably a lot  companies don’t want to bid, but it does bother me when we just only have one bidder.  But, yeah.  That’s just a comment.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Mr. Tyson.

DAVID TYSON:	I can address part of that and I don’t know that it’s a sole reason, Alderman.  We did have two proposals taken out.  One of them we would  not have qualified or allowed them to do it because the company wasn’t qualified to do it.  Some of the other larger companies that normally bid on it, one of them just said because of the cost of fuel and the gas for them to be able to truck off–as you know we mill the edges of the streets–it becomes cost prohibitive for them to mill the streets, put it in trucks and haul it to where their sites are and that’s why they chose not to bid on it.  We’re.......we work on ‘em we do contact more than one company to do it, but that was the reason we were given why we only got one bid.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Thank you, Dave.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	And, I think, Mr. Tyson, even just for information, you know I budgeted $1,000,000.00 this year and last year for overlays and Mr. Tyson informed me that the cost of asphalt has gone from $49.00 a ton a couple of years ago.....

DAVID TYSON:	About four and a half, five years ago.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	To $100.00.

DAVID TYSON:	Correct.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	So, unfortunate that the cost has escalated because look at how much more we could have done for the same amount of money.  But, again, it’s important that we continue this work.

DAVID TYSON:	Mayor, one other quick thing, too, just to remind the Aldermen. $150,000.00 of this contract is also a grant that, it’s a 100% grant that the City did receive that we incorporated with this bid.  So, $150,000.00 of it is not being paid for out of our City coffers.  
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.

ALDERMAN COX:	Mayor.

ALDERMAN COX:	Dave, is indistinguishable Brothers able to bid?

DAVID TYSON:	Pardon me?

ALDERMAN COX:	Monday Brothers. 

DAVID TYSON:	No, I do not believe so.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Cox, make sure you use your microphone.  Thank you.  Do I have a motion?  We do.  Yes, we have a first and a second.  Good.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

RECOMMENDATION TO AWARD THE PROPOSED BID TO KANKAKEE VALLEY CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $985,883.22 FOR THE 
PROPOSED 2012 STREET OVERLAYS KANKAKEE, ILLINOIS TEI JOB NO. E12005

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  The last item under New Business, ah, as many of you know, the Kankakee County Visitors and Convention Bureau is partially subsidized by a tourism tax that is placed on hotel rooms.  Ah, every few years, we are asked to approve of that intergovernmental agreement.  It’s not just us, but all of the cities and villages in the County must approve because it’s a tax levied by the County on behalf of the Kankakee Visitors and Convention Bureau.  Ah, it is time to approve that intergovernmental agreement again and I’m asking for a motion to approve.  

ALDERMAN BARON: 	So moved.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Hunter to approve the intergovernmental agreement.  Any questions?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	You know, we discussed this before.  You know, Dennis, I always thought it was 5%.  But, it’s actually 4%, right?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	It’s 4%.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I don’t know why.  Where I got that 5% from?  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Possibly because I think they were interested in raising the tax and they were told by all of the villages and the municipalities that we would not be in favor of that.  So, maybe that was something that.........

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Okay. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We have a motion and a second.  Any other questions?  Roll call.  

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT FOR THE PROMOTION OF TOURISM

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Under Motions and Resolutions we have a Resolution recognizing the consecration of Pastor Randall Gordon.  Is there anyone here from the family?  Clerk Dumas is going to deliver this Resolution to the family on Friday.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Motion to approve.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Stokes to approve the Resolution, ah, in honor of Pastor Randall Gordon.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE CONSECRATION OF PASTOR RANDALL GORDON

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The Resolution is approved.  The next item is a Resolution for our Motor Fuel Tax street maintenance program.  Mr. Tyson, would you like to address that?

DAVID TYSON:	Okay.  This is our maintenance program.  It’s only two items that we’ve been doing lately, therefore, it’s for payment for rock salt for next year in the amount of, I believe, $175,000.00.  And, then we’re doing equipment rental which is a way that we have of reimbursing ourselves for our trucks and Environmental Services.  Right now, again, I’d like to point out because the City has been doing very good  with their Motor Fuel Tax that we were able to increase that by $150,000.00 this year.  So, that should help out with the Environmental Services’ budget.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Motion to approve.

ALDERMAN TALL:	Second.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the Resolution for the Motor Fuel Tax Maintenance Program for next year.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

RESOLUTION FOR 2012 MFT STREET MAINTENANCE PROGRAM SECTION 
12-00000-00-GM – GROUP 1 – ROCK SALT AND GROUP 2 – 
EQUIPMENT RENTALS

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  The last item is a Proclamation recognizing April 27, as Arbor Day.  And, as it says in the Resolution, I think we can be very proud that the City has undertaken an aggressive stance to re-tree, if that’s a proper term, repopulate the trees that we’ve lost in the City over the next ten years.  Do I have a motion to approve the Proclamation?  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	That’s always usually a 2nd Ward or 6th Ward motion.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	Sure.  I’ll make that.

ALDERMAN BARON: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Rich Browne, seconded by Alderman Baron to approve the Proclamation recognizing Arbor Day.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING APRIL 27, 2012, AS ARBOR DAY

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Ah, we will not need an Executive Session this evening.

ALDERMAN COX:	Aldermen’s Comments.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Aldermen’s Comments.

ALDERMAN COX:	Ah, Mayor, could you have...........no.......how many trees you got left?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Pardon me?  

ALDERMAN COX:	How many trees you got left?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Oh, we have lots of trees left.

ALDERMAN COX:	Could you ask the Park District....would you loan the Park District some?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	If they pay me for ‘em.

ALDERMAN COX:	Okay.  Put some in Pioneer Park, around the.........north of the community building.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I’ll talk to Mr. Collins.  I’m meeting with him tomorrow.

ALDERMAN COX:	They planted the trees, but it’s planted along the highway insteada’ where the folks sit at.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Pioneer Park.

ALDERMAN COX:	Pioneer Park north of the community building.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  Thank you.

ALDERMAN COX:	Let them water them.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I’ll let them water it.  Absolutely.  Alderman Swanson.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:	I just want to let everybody know that the, ah, Ordinance Committee meeting next Tuesday, the 24th, will be in these Chambers.  We need the space I believe.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Alderman.  Ah, before I ask other Aldermen, I want Mr. Gordon, I neglected to call on him during Public Comments.  He wanted to remind you of a job fair.  I believe, Mr. Gordon, is the information in the packet?

JAMES GORDON:	Yes, it was passed out on the desks.  

CLERK DUMAS: 	Yes.

JAMES GORDON:	Ah, the Mayor and this administration, we are endeavoring to try to help as many people as we can to get jobs as we know it’s very important for this community.  Ah, there was a job fair at KCC and I was out there.  And, I would admonish our Aldermen and our community leaders to take notice of some of our youth and some of the adults who are trying to get some of these jobs.  Ah, I was highly embarrassed.  A lot of our youth as well as some adults were comin’ out there.......are coming in very inappropriate attire.  And, Alderman Stokes, you work with kids.  I think it would be a great project for you to help some of our youth to dress properly.  They were comin’ out there and unfortunately a lot of ‘em was showin’ their underwear.  And, what’s even more deplorable now is that they’re tryin’ to match their underwear with their pants.  And, it is despicable and most of the employers who I talked to out there wanted to know why some of the community leaders were not addressing these issues with the youth.  Their  clothing, their attire, their conduct was totally inappropriate for them to receive jobs.  I think if we want to make this community a better place rather than us arguing and fussin’ with each other, I think we really need to be concentrating on our youth because they are our future and people who don’t have jobs and can’t get jobs, are in situations that makes the community a lot worse.  And, then they look and resort other elements to try to make money.  But, it is important that we address this issue with some of the community organizations, with our community leaders.  I endeavor to try to get information out to us about the jobs.  The Mayor has insisted that in my various outings that I do with several state organizations that I belong to, to bring back information that would be pertinent for us to try to help our individuals get jobs.  We know it’s very important.  There’s a high unemployment rate in this community and if they not appropriately dressed and do not know how to address those employers, they will not get jobs.  It’s just a common fact.  I don’t know when it became appropriate for people to show their drawers and think this is proper attire.  It is not proper attire.  It is embarrassing and quite honestly speaking, we need to start as early as possible with our youth to let them know what is appropriate and proper conduct for them to receive and get interviews.  So, I’m admonishing you, I’m begging you, I’m pleadin’ with you to do what we can in the churches, and some of our leaders to start some programs to try to get to these individuals to let them know that you cannot go to job interviews showing your drawers.  It is just not appropriate.  You cannot come in there with caps on, turned on sideways and all kinds of chains and everything else on your body.  I don’t know where the problem in terms of where to start but I think

ALDERMAN COX:	Are you racial profilin’?

JAMES GORDON:	Excuse me.

ALDERMAN COX:	Are you racial profiling?  Mayor, the flyers that I put out, I highlight everything like that.  indistinguishable  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I understand, and I think.............

ALDERMAN COX:	You got it.  You and I have no control over the way people dress.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	No, we don’t Alderman.  But, I think what Mr. Gordon is trying to impress upon us, there were 56 employers at the job fair at KCC.  

JAMES GORDON:	There was.  Exactly.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	It was very well attended.  There are jobs available in the community and I think what he’s trying to say to all of us is whenever we have the opportunity to mentor a youth, to give guidance to our youth, we should take that opportunity–no it’s not our responsibility–it’s parent’s responsibility, we could even say it’s the school’s responsibility, but quite frankly, anything that’s negative as far as job creation impacts all of us.  Mr. Bertrand.

STEVE BERTRAND:	I just want to let everybody know that through our, ah, teen programs at the library, ah, especially Mr. Roland Johnson, our night supervisor, has done programs about this.  Ah, everything from basic hygiene to appropriate dress, hair styles, ah, and if the public lets us know that there’s a high demand for this and we know that there is, we’ll do a lot more of it.

JAMES GORDON:	Ah, some of the employers even pulled to the side, actually, about this.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.

ALDERMAN COX:	Mayor.  Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	Cheryl Jones did it when she was workin’ for indistinguishable    Stokes has been doin’ it all his life.  Brown has did it.  And, I have did it.  For him to get up there and try to denounce black children.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	No, we’re not.

ALDERMAN COX:	It makes me mad.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Yep.

JAMES GORDON:	I did not say black children.  I said youth.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Ah, Mr. Gordon.  Okay.  Any other comments?  Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Ah, thank you. 

JAMES GORDON:	Just one other thing.  These jobs, there will be 47 companies at this particular job fair.  It’s right off of Harlem Avenue off a’ 80 going west at the Holiday Inn Convention Center.  Ah, and, I have talked to the people and they said that the individuals need to come prepared to be interviewed with resumes and , ah, be prepared to be in a position where they can be hired because they will be hiring individuals, these 47 companies.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Mr. Gordon.


ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Yes, ah, I have a couple things I’d like to, ah, to bring up.  I think the print and electronic media can help us with this, ah, grave situation which, ah, the City is confronted with regarding black on black and sometimes Hispanic warfare.  Ah, regarding the homicides.  When I think about what has transpired here recently, hopefully that maybe some of the, ah, all of the black clergy could, ah, from their respective pulpits, talk about gang warfare.  Ah, proliferation of drugs, ah people using guns to settle their, their disputes and there should not be a code of silence anywhere.  I was talking with some law enforcement individuals.  We haven’t received the kind of information we need in order to solve what transpired over on, ah, Oak Street and Taylor Street yesterday where Alderman Brown and I were after that shooting.  Now, ah, on a more positive note, ah, if I could have Carole Franke and Theodis Pace to stand up for a moment please.  They don’t know anything about this, but I’m going to say it anyway.  Alderman Brown and I talked about it.  Will you please stand up Carole Franke and Theodis Pace.  Ah, I’m not sure a lot of you know about what transpired, ah, recently, ah, while, ah, in, ah, Louisville, Kentucky, a convention of NAACP there was Region Three, ah, we were bestowed with a couple awards which are, actually three awards which were positive.  Ah, Carole Franke is the mentor and advisor of the Kankakee Branch Youth Council.  They received a 2nd Place award for, ah, regarding their membership.  I think they increased their membership 62%?

CAROLE FRANKE:	62%.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	And, ah, a couple of the, ah, attendees, ah, made a presentation at the, ah, Branch, ah, meeting, ah, last Thursday night.  And, I just wanted to say, ah, thank you Carole, you know, for your efforts.  It was really, ah, amazing seeing a couple 10-year-old kids stand up and do a PowerPoint presentation on, ah, their, attendance at the conference.  Region Three takes in seven states, ah, Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, Michigan, Ohio, West Virginia and Kentucky.  And, our local Branch of the Youth Council won an award and that’s kind of amazing that we do that some youth waiting in the wings to take some of these seats which we hold right now.  Thank you very much, Carole.  Applause.  Now, Mr. Pace.  Mr. Pace, as you guys know, Theodis is, I think, my plate is kind of full sometimes, but I.......I think he has the full menu of everything that he does.  Stand up, Theodis.  Ah, ah, he took a congregation or entourage of individuals to attend this Region Three Conference in Louisville, Kentucky.  And, he was bestowed with several awards involving those seven, ah, states that I referenced earlier.  Ah, he received the Branch President of the Year Award and he also received the Man of the Year Award which is the Roy Wilkins Award and we just want to thank him.  Applause
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Alderman.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes, Mr. Bohlen.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Many of you have received, I.......a letter along with a flyer about a conference–a summit–Living Healthy Summit that’s going to occur on May 2, at the library.  Theodis and I are on the committee.  It’s called Pioneering Healthy Communities Grant.  We’re bringing a gentleman by the name of Mark Fenton who is an incredibly dynamic speaker, to talk about accommodating our community for healthier living by changing our concept of streets and public ways to accommodate pedestrian, bicycle and public transportation.  Also, there will be a panel.......a group panel from the........a coordinator from Madison, Wisconsin, Lacrosse, Wisconsin, the Mayor of Oak Park, the Mayor of Peoria and possibly the Mayor of Elmhurst to talk about where they are in trying to accomplish this.  And, I would encourage all of you to attend the, ah, May 2, the morning and the noon sessions, then in the evening there will be a public speech by Mr. Fenton who will address the public in trying to encourage those of us who are not so involved in the, ah, exercise regimen to become more involved in the exercise regimen.  So, I would ask you all to consider attending if you will.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Any other questions?  Alderman Stokes.  I mean, Thompson.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Mayor, I also wanted to sit down with Mr. Gordon.  I saw him today at that job fair.  It was very nice and I don’t think he was particularly meaning any particular race because I saw people of all races dressed just totally deplorable.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Alderman.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	And, you know, I don’t think goin’ to an interview with sandals on and flip flops and with rollers in your hair, you know, that just wasn’t very polite and I often, you know, I even told my own son the same thing.  I told him–not rollers–I said, with your collars pulled up like a cool daddy from the 60's.   I told him I said that’s not even appropriate.  And, the lady said don’t slap him on the back of his head.  I said, no, he knows better.  But, I just want to say it was a very nice job fair.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.   Ah, Alderman Jones.

ALDERMAN JONES: 	Mayor, ah, one of the ladies from the neighborhood that did neighborhood clean up passed these out tonight a missing youth.  She’s 16 years old.  She goes to school with my children at the high school and my kids say she’s a very good, smart girl.  She’s on the honor’s program.    Is there any way to get this on Channel 4?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I’ll have to talk to Pete.  If you give me a copy of it, Alderman, I’ll make sure.  Ah, Chief Regnier, have they called that in yet?

CHIEF LARRY REGNIER:	Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  ‘Cause this morning they hadn’t.  Okay.  Give it to me, Alderman, okay?  Okay.  Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Yes, ma’am.  Mayor, last week........it may not have been last week..... but one time before, I had mentioned about the layoffs that we had encountered.  Some our City employees have encountered.  Layoff means like temporary, they ‘sposed to be comin’ back.  Ah, but I noticed and I kinda’.......I don’t know if I cut you off or.......but I did notice that you had said they will not be comin’ back.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s correct.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Okay.  So, why are we calling it a layoff if they not comin’ back?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s the contractual term that we use Alderman.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Okay.  Maybe we may need to get that fixed because I was.......I was just thinkin’ of ways to where we can save money to bring these people back and one of my ways was, I want to look at all maintenance records.  I’m really focused on our maintenance, our vehicles.  I want to look at every bill.  The Code Enforcement has brand-new vehicles.  I want to see if our Code Enforcement employees are taking care of these vehicles to where they’ll last a long time.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman.  Each department has a maintenance schedule that they follow.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	That’s fine.  Yes, ma’am.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	You have been told that you have the opportunity to view those records.  Is that correct?

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Yes, ma’am.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	You are not able to view the vehicles.  I’m not going to take public safety vehicles off the street so you can look at them.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	No, ma’am.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	There’s nothing to see.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	No, ma’am.  By no means take these vehicles off the street.  These vehicles very vital to our community.  What needs to happen is when these vehicles are parked on lunch time, when they’re not usin’ them, I spend my own personal time going over there reviewin’ these vehicles. We want to make sure that these vehicles last a very long time.  And, we need to make sure that these vehicles are bein’ taken care of.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Alderman, we have Department Heads, that’s their responsibility.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Ma’am.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That is not your responsibility.......

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Ma’am.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	 ...as an Alderman.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	That’s fine.  But, I also believe that we need to have someone to make sure.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We do.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Every department.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s their jobs.  All those people sitting out there.  That’s their jobs.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Also, Mayor, I understand you told me day one, this is a transparency.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yeah, it is transparent.  We have vehicle maintenance.........

ALDERMAN STOKES:	You’re tryin’ to hide behind these Department Heads.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	No, I’m not.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	That’s fine.   If you don’t want me to look at ‘em, that’s fine.  But, I will review every department ‘cause I want to find out how many miles, if one car puttin’ over the other car.  I want to find out all of this.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	You have.........

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Okay. 


MAYOR EPSTEIN:	You have the records at your disposal.  We said we would copy the records for you, but it would be several hundred dollars.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Oh, no, ma’am, you don’t have to copy.  I would be happy..........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	No, we’re not going to.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	.......to review these records.  No, ma’am, do not copy that.  That’s wasted money.   You do not have to do that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Well, it’s not wasting money ‘cause you have to pay for it.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	No, ma’am.  I will be in to just take a look.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	And, we’ve told you over and over that you have the opportunity to review the records.  You will not review the cars.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Okay. Thank you.  Also, Mayor, last year I had made mention about the 2nd Ward on River Street, painting those curves yellow.  That is about to happen again. We want to make sure that we have first dibs, or one of the first, dibs on getting our curves painted.  I got.......I went to a few businesses down there and they would just love to have that done.  And, we don’t want to miss out this year...at all.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Public Works will paint the curbs yellow by ward.  You will not miss out.  Okay?

ALDERMAN STOKES:	So, thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	A motion to adjourn, please.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Mayor, I have one more thing I’d like to say before we dismiss.  

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	I want to also thank Mr. Banasiak’s office.  You probably don’t hear me say that a lot thanking Mr. Banasiak’s office and Eva.  And, I’m not kissin’ up to him.  He’ll probably have me over there fussin’ again about something comin’ up soon, but I want to thank him.  My, ah, landlord passed away a week ago, and I’d just like to thank their office for how they handled everything really nicely.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Appreciate it.  Motion to adjourn.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 	So moved.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Rich Browne, seconded by Alderman Osenga.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We’re adjourned.
												8:20 P.M.
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