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CORRECTIONS MADE AT JUNE 4, 2012, MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I’ll wait for everyone to get quiet, please.  Thank you.  I’d like to call this meeting to order and ask–is Reverend here?  Rev Rosales de Jesurtisto to come forward and lead us in prayer.  He’s not here.  Ah, let’s see.  Alderman Thompson, would you like to lead us in prayer?

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Father we thank You right now, God.  We ask You to bless on this day, God.  We ask You to touch each and every member here in this Council God, but we ask You for Your infinite wisdom, for Your knowledge, Your strength, Your understanding, God.  And, we ask everyone in the sound of my voice that You bless them and their families, God.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  I would now..........it’s my pleasure to ask the students from District 111.  These are the graduates of the District’s speech program to come forward and lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

JENNIFER KRAVAT:
If you didn’t know, May is Better Speech and Hearing Month and Communications in communication disorder land and my name is Jennifer Kravat and I’m the Speech and Lanugage Coordinator for Kankakee School District.  Ah, we’ve been coming here for many years in the month of May to celebrate the Speech and Language students from Kankakee School District 111 who have graduated from Speech Therapy.  So, speaking from my speech room, I  just want to tell how important it is for them to become a speech graduate and get their picture on the wall with the Mayor.  So, this is very special to them and thank you for letting us come.  And, I also want to recognize Carol Bowman.  She’s retiring this year from 34 years of being a speech pathologist in our district.  

CAROL BOWMAN:
Good job, kids.

DISTRICT 111 SPEECH GRADUATES AND ALL:
Pledge of Allegiance      







Respect yourself and be safe.  Respect others and be a friend.

Respect your school and be responsive.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  At this time, it is the Public Comment portion of the meeting.  We have two individuals that are signed up to speak.  When I call your name, please direct your comments to the Mayor. Comments are limited to five minutes. No personal attacks upon City Council members, staff, or other persons in attendance or absent will be permitted.  In addition, discussion of matters which are currently under legal review will not be permitted.  Bill Yohnka.

BILL YOHNKA:
Thank you, Mayor.  I had just a couple things that I wanted the Council and the folks in attendance here to know tonight.  I’m Bill Yohnka.  I live in the 2nd Ward, City of Kankakee.  And, one of my responsibilities is the manager of the Kankakee Farmer’s Market.  I just wanted to let everybody know that, ah, we’re excited this year to welcome to the Farmer’s Market a team of helpers.  Members of the Kankakee Kays Men’s Basketball team.  The young men, ages freshmen through senior are, ah, a couple at a time, are helping out every week at the Farmer’s Market and, ah, they’re doing some community service, but also earning a little credit toward  trips and equipment they need for the season and, ah, getting some good experience around the farming community and learning a little bit about that as well.  So, if you see them down at the Market, they’ll be identified, so feel free to introduce yourselves to them and thank them for their service.  Also, I just passed out and it’s being passed to both sides, what’s being called a River & Rails weekend July 27-29, here in Kankakee County.  Ah, what kind of started out as a scheduling conflict between the Acting Out Theater Company, ah, the Acting Out Theater Company debuted a show last year at Perry Farm.  This year they’re using River Road Park behind KCC and they’re constructing a stage along the river and, ah, they’re presenting Big River.  They just had auditions for that.  That should be a great show and combined, these things will be an even better draw to our community.  So, we’re taking what could have been a conflict and saying, let’s bring more people to our community.  The Convention and Visitor’s Bureau has been a huge help with that.  So, I wanted to share that with all of you as well.  That’s something we’re going to be marketing outside of our community.  And, ah, in one final note, something that a lot of people have been asking.  I know, sometimes to myself, but more often to a lot of you, in regards to the recent violence that we’ve experienced in our community.  A lot of people come to folks like myself and it happens to all of you, and ask what are we doing?  What’s happening?  What are we doing to stop this?  And, I think it’s important to remember that there are organizations here that didn’t just now start doing things to stop this.  There are people who have been doing that as part of their job and it wasn’t labeled as something to combat violence.  It’s a lot of times just called the right thing to do.  And, one of those examples, I wanted to call out, just so you knew about it because I don’t think they’re the types of people who would call it out for themselves.  Ah, recently, I was able to be part of some classroom visits, but the classroom visits involved visiting every 5th and 6th grade class in District 111.  As well as a lot of 7th and 8th grade classes.  So, most of the students in that age group–that cohort group–were visited by part of the Kankakee Public Library Team, in particular Steve Bertrand, who is here tonight and Kent Wade who is here tonight.  And, what they did, I thought, was pretty remarkable.  And, it all came about before this recent violence started, but it was all about combating that with learning how to respond to adversarial situations and, ah, what they did, is they went into classrooms and talked about a book by Andrea Davis Pinkney and she came and spoke in Kankakee to groups at the library and to school groups, but she wrote a book about the 1960 Woolworth’s sit-in where young black students went into a lunch counter and decided they were going to have a sit-in and they were going to make a change in Greensboro, North Carolina.  And, it was a change that was felt much bigger than Greensboro, North Carolina.  Well, the point that was made by Mr. Wade and Mr. Bertrand and Allison Beasley and other people who went in and gave this talk was that it was only successful because those students back in 1960 who the students wound up studying and learning more about, it was only successful because they handled themselves in a non-violent way.  And, that’s where the conversation went as the class ended every time, is that the way this worked, and the only way it worked, was because these students were able to put their aggressions aside and handle things non-violently.  So, when people ask, what are people in the City doing?,  I like to point to that example because it’s not a one-day event.  It’s a lesson that those kids will remember for a long time.  If you know Kent Wade. If he came into your classroom, you’d remember Kent Wade coming into your classroom.  It’s fun, it’s exciting.  But, the point was also made in a very strong way.  So I just wanted to let the Council and folks here know that’s one of the many things that are going on.

ALDERMAN COX:
Why don’t he stand?  Why don’t he stand?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Bill.  Alderman Cox, did you have a comment?

ALDERMAN COX:
Why don’t he stand?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Kent, would you like to stand?  I attended one of those sessions at, ah, Lincoln Cultural Center and high fives, Kent knows all the kids and they know him because they’re–which is a wonderful thing–because they’re patrons of the Kankakee Public Library.  And, all of the schools in District 111 have generously held their Parent Reading Nights at the Public Library.  They hold special events at the Public Library.  So, our library staff, kudos to them because they engage these children.  They go out of their way to go into the children’s classrooms and to really have a very positive message and then they even bring donuts for the kids to have because at the lunch counter in the book and in the story in Greensboro, the kids only wanted to be able to order donuts and, ah, milkshakes and things of that nature.  So, they always come in at the end of the program with Dunkin’ Donuts.  So, ah, again, thank you to the library, thank you to Kent for being here.  Ah, Virgil Hawkins.

VIRGIL HAWKINS:
Good evenin’ everyone.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Good evening.

VIRGIL HAWKINS:
Council members, Mayor, good evenin’.  Ah, I’m here to report the information that our organization, the AON Center for Community Arts and Development, ah, last Wednesday we hosted a teen job clinic night.  I’m very happy to say it went over extremely and surprisingly very well.  Ah, 96 people attended this job clinic, 72 which were youth and young adults looking for employment.  Ah, the one thing that I left out of this report was the number of resumes and cover letters that we ended up doing.  But, that was a great number of those things done.  I’m happy to report that as of today, ah, some related, some unrelated to the job clinic, six teens have been employed.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Excellent.

VIRGIL HAWKINS:
Ah, Some related to the job clinic, some not, but the attendance–the young people that attended the job clinic–gained employment.  So, I’m happy to report that.  Ah, we also did video tape mocked interviews.  And, I invite each and every person, whenever you get a chance–this can’t, it’s not public information so I can’t use it on Facebook or the internet or anything like that.  Ah, I invite you all to come and look at the range of young people that were attending these mock interviews.  You will be both surprised, shocked, ah, you will have emotions of pride and you will shake your head.  But, what it did, it gave us a true sense of what we’re dealing with in our young people as far as why employment in that demographic is low and sometimes seemingly unattainable.  We had some people that shined, but lacked some of the verbal skills needed to articulate their point across and then we just had some people that need a little bit more work.  So, we impress upon each and every one of you, whenever you get the chance, I’d love to put that information on display for you.  Ah, I want to make sure to recognize the people in organizations such as Riverside, the City of Kankakee, special thanks to Alderman Brown and Alderman Hunter for their tremendous contribution to making sure this job clinic became a reality.  Ah, Mr. Kent Wade and the Gotta’ Do Better Organization definitely came through and made a big difference.  The Paramount Theater, ah, Bull’s Bar-B-Q, The Daily Journal did a phenomenal article on us in its past.......weekends edition of the paper.  Mr. Ron Jackson and WKAN radio.  Jim Rowe did a phenomenal job with not only presentation to some of the young men that needed to hear a positive male, but he also got right involved when it came to the nuts and bolts of creating a powerful resume.  Ah, Miss Kristin Synder at Hidden Cove actually sent representation. They expressed to the young people how Hidden Cove wants to employ individuals from this community, but they have to be able to come in and be presentable and look the part of an employee of Hidden Cove.  And, it really got to a lot of the young people that needed to hear it.  So, those are some of the things that, ah, happened with our first Teen Job Clinic.  We’re looking at  future dates. We welcome everyone, please bring your input, your advice.  We definitely need all the input we can.  Anything that you guys need as far as more information, I’d be happy to share it.  So, thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, very much.  Roll call, please.

7:17 P.M.
CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:  Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14) 


MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:   Regnier; Harmon; Spice; Bohlen; Power; Simms; Tyson; Banasiak; Cross; Gordon; Bertrand; Yohnka (12)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  I will entertain a motion to approve the minutes of the May 7, 2012, meeting.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, ah, a couple comments regarding the, ah, minutes.  There’s a correction on page 14.  It should say Mayor Pro Tem Hunter as opposed to Mayor Epstein.  Alderman Tall referenced that for me.  Also, you may recall at the last meeting, ah, I was accused of glossing over, or deleting, an item on the agenda.  Item 13B.  I call your attention to page 27, ah, down towards the middle of the page where it says Mayor Pro Tem Hunter and I..........that’s page 27.  It says, Thank you Aldermen, the motion passes.  Ah, Item 13B, I’m going to refer this to Public Safety tomorrow whereby this matter can be addressed.  And, you may recall that I had, ah, referred this matter to Public Safety because it’s my understanding that the matter was not going to be approved by the majority of the City Council.  Is that a fair statement Mr. Osenga?

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Yes, sir, it is.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Okay.  Also, I’d like for you to take a look at page 34 and 35.  Page 34 initially.  At the top here.  Ah, the second Mayor Pro Tem, it says, Thank you very much, blah, blah, blah, blah.  Alderman Cox then says, Mr. Hunter.  You s’posed to be a highly educated man.  You skipped over 13B.  And, I said in response, No I didn’t we addressed that matter.  Alderman Cox indicates, You didn’t address 13B.  Ah, Alderman Swanson says.......what she says, I seconded it, Alderman Baron made the motion.  Attorney Bohlen, There was a first and second. And I go on to say, It was referred to Public Safety  Committee.  Ah, Alderman Cox said, You did not.......you did not call the Williams to receive the street sign.  It...it goes on.  Ah, Alderman Cox now as we’re getting towards the end of the Council meeting. I did refer to that matter to Public Safety Committee meeting for consideration.  And, you heard what, ah, you see what Alderman Cox indicates.  Also, Alderman Cox addresses to Clerk Dumas, Miss Dumas, where’s the sign at?  Ah, and she says, We brought the items tonight, but they referred it to Public Safety Committee meeting for tomorrow, from my understanding. He mentioned that during the meeting.  As you all were working through.......... Alderman Cox said You never did that before.  You talk about them Williams.  They are citizens of the United States and they had did, just reading verbatim, had did no ‘indistinguishable’ than the paid officials of this town.  Ah, you can see that this matter was addressed.  It was referred to Public Safety and, ah, it was discussed during the Public Safety Committee meeting, ah, and it kind evolved into a melee.  I’ll move to approve the minutes as recorded with the appropriate changes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Question.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Wait.  I have a motion.  I need a second.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Seconded by Alderman Tall.  Ah, comments.  Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, ma’am. 

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
You need your microphone on, please, so we can hear you.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
My mic is on, Mr. Bohlen.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
But, we can’t hear you.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
You keep playin’ with those knobs up there.  That’s what’s goin’ on.  This mic should be on.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
It is on.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Give me one of those others.  This is not working.

NANCY SMITHBERG:
It could be closer to you Alderman.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Testing, one, two, three.  Testing, one, two, three.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Just hold it closer to you.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mr. Bohlen keeps playin’ with those gadgets. Instead of leavin’ ‘em on.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Mr. Bohlen takes them off so we don’t have the feedback, Alderman Stokes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  Alderman, did you have a comment?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, ma’am.  Mayor, you wasn’t here last City Council meeting and I had made mention about minutes.  Ah, I had noticed on some of the things that s’posed to have been said by myself was indistinguishable.  That’s when I went to your office.  But to make a long story short, even Alderman Hunter, today, ah, made mention on page 14, that you are part of the minutes.  Your name is on the minutes and you wasn’t even here that day.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
There was a correction made.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, but also Mayor, I just want to draw your attention to April 2, 2012, on page 22.  Once, again, I had stated last day about these same minutes.  We need some professional people that’s gonn’a do.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Just hear me out.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I just want to let you know.....

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman.  Alderman.  This is an opportunity........

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I understand that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Excuse me.  This is an opportunity, do you have any additions or corrections to the minutes?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
And, your answer is?  Yes or no.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
My answer is, I have a comment about these minutes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
About the minutes we are approving?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
These minutes right here.  These minutes right here.  Once again, is there any way possible so we can get the audio to go along with the written copy?  All Aldermen should have the right to have audio.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I believe we made that available to you.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I’m talkin’ about every single City Council meeting.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Every Alderman.........Alderman doesn’t want it.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mayor, we should have.........we should be furnished with all tools necessary to make sure........now if  Alderman Hunter and myself did not catch..........did not catch this....

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman.  Alderman I am asking you, we have a motion and a second to approve the minutes.  Unless you have a clarification or a correction, you are out of order at this time.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I do.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Do you have a clarification or a correction?  Yes or no?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Alderman Hunter has already........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I’m not worried about Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, I do.  I just want to make sure that you know that on page 14, you was not here and your name was on the minutes.  That’s the only one.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I believe........I believe Alderman Hunter has corrected that mistake.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay.  I still have more to say about this.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I’m sure you do.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I’ll do it under Aldermen Comments.  Thank you, Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We have a motion and a second to approve the minutes with a correction and a clarification.   All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 7, 2012

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The minutes are approved.   Moving onto Petitions.  There are no Petitions.  Communications.  The first item is a letter from Comcast.  That’s for information only.  So is the second item.  The third item is, ah, a memo from me concerning the municipal aggregation.  I called all of the Aldermen on Friday to make them aware that the City has completed the bid process for our municipal aggregation.  We were very successful.  I don’t believe in reading to you, but we were able to secure a 4.4¢ per kilowatt hour for the residents of the City of Kankakee that equates to a 48% savings on the cost of the energy that they will receive beginning effective approximately August 1, (2012), and going for twelve months through July 31, (2013).  Ah, that equates to a approximately $350.00 a year savings to the residents.  The City........the next step in the process is our residents will have two opportunities to opt out of the program.  Those are spaced several weeks in...........they’re spaced several weeks there’ll be two letters that will be sent.  If you do not opt out, 

you are automatically in the program.  I have to thank Pete Schiel who was very instrumental in helping the City through this process as well as Mr. Power who went over the legal documents.  Our consultant NIMEC did an outstanding job.  We were one of the lowest........we secured one of the lowest rates of most municipalities that went out for bid.  We were paired with the communities of Morton Grove and Belvedere, Illinois, because they are similar as far as the load requirements that they have for their communities.  Part of the expertise in bidding this out is the, ah, aggregation of people that you put together, or residents, in order to optimize the bid process.  Ah, I gave you the bids that came in.  We had several options.  The City chose not to take the civic contribution.  That is when the rate would have been higher for the residents, but the City would have realized a civic contribution from the energy supplier.  We chose not to do that so we could pass the entire savings along to the residents of the City of Kankakee.  Ah, we could have gone for green energy–you could have added a component of wind turbine energy to the mix rather than coal, nuclear and natural gas.  We chose not to do that, also, because we did not feel that there was any way to really verify that that’s what you were getting.  And, again, it’s at a higher cost to the City of–the City residents.  You’ll notice that the City of Evanston chose to go entirely green in their bid process when they went out for aggregation.  Ah, I’m very pleased.  We did a one-year contract.  We debated on whether doing a two-year contract, but with the fluctuation in the energy market, ah, we felt it was best.  We do not have to go for a referendum.  All we would have to do is go out to bid again.  Part of the savings is realized because ComEd is raising their rates this year.  And, so, on top of their raise and what we were able to secure, I was more than pleased with the 48% savings.  If you have any questions, I’ll be happy to address them at this time.  Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
I just have a really brief comment.  Reading the coverage of this in The Journal where Mr. Provost did the math and came up with, between the City of Kankakee and the Village of Bradley $5.2 million for a year of the savings that this has achieved.  It struck me that this is like our own mini-stimulus package.  Ah, within Kankakee County, the City of Kankakee and the Village.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s correct.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Without using tax money.  Ah, this is a privately generated stimulus and, of course, you have $5.2 million has a multiplier effect where it trickles through the economy and the multiplier is like five and six times.  So, this can have a multi-multi million dollar impact on the economy of the City of Kankakee and the general area..  And, when you look at it in terms of that, that’s exactly what they’re trying to  do in Washington to make these sort of cuts that people will actually spend.  Well, people are going to spend this.  People are not going to  save their $350.00.  They’re going to spend it.  And, they’re going to spend it in the economy on all of the goods and services that we all produce.  Like I say, this is amazing.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
It is amazing.  And, again, I’ll reiterate what I said in The Journal.  You know, people are always suspicious, and have a right to be, of politicians ‘cause we always seem to be having our hands in their pockets.

ALDERMAN COX:
Got that right.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
But, this is a time that it was incumbent upon us, and the City was the first municipality in the County to say that we were going to proceed with municipal aggregation, ah, because we saw it as a way to save our residents money.  And, we are always looking for ways to save our residents money.  It’s not always possible, you know, sadly fees have to go up, things cost money.  But, this was an opportunity to save them money.  There’s no, ah, risk to our residents and I’m proud that at the referendum that they overwhelmingly gave us the permission to go out for bid and that we were able to secure really an extraordinary first–year savings for them.  Alderman Thompson.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Mayor, I’m excited about the 48% savings as well.  But, I just had a question or two I wanted to ask.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
More so on one question.  The wind turbulance or the going green.  Would that be somethin’ maybe later you may consider or just somethin’ right now.........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I think every year when we go out to bid, we take a look at what the costs are and we take a look at how the energy, ah, business is moving forward and if there’s a way to, ah, go for more turbine energy, it that’s something that our residents would like us to pursue, of course, we would be happy to look at it.  But, it’s a year-by-year basis.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
That’s both of my questions.  Thank you, Mayor.

ALDERMAN COX:
Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:
You got a phone number?  People are leery.  Do you have a phone number.  Lot of people are leery ‘cause of what happened in the past.  Do you have a phone number?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
A phone number for First Energy?

ALDERMAN COX:
Yes, ma’am.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I do not.  I told you at the Utility, but please be.........please remember that you will still be dealing with Commonwealth Edison.  They will be the entity that will deliver the power to your homes.  They will take care of billing, they will take care of outages.  You, as a resident, should notice no difference in the way energy is provided to you.  So, any questions, concerns are still directed at ComEd.  But, I will find a contact person for you, Alderman, at First Energy.

ALDERMAN COX:
At the what?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I will find a contact person for you.  I just haven’t had time from........

ALDERMAN COX:
No, I know.  You told me that.  The reason I said again is ‘cause some of the other Aldermen and the public need to know that, too. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay. We’ll make sure that it’s public information.

ALDERMAN COX:
Will you call my home number tomorrow or what. Leave it on my answering machine will you please?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I will leave a message for you.

ALDERMAN COX:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
You’re welcome.  Are there any other questions?  Alderman Jones.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
If there is a representative on License and Franchise.  Will we be able to meet them that way?  Through License and Franchise like we do the other representatives of the other...........  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
You know, Alderman, this is really a unique situation because you’re really just purchasing energy from this company.  

ALDERMAN JONES:
Okay. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
It’s being transmitted to.....from Commonwealth Edison.  It’s.......you know, you really aren’t going to have a relationship with them the way you do Comcast, or some other, ah, franchisee.  Alderman Stokes, did you have a question?  No.  Alderman Linneman.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 
This $350.00 per year.  What.........can you tell me what the........it has to be based on like an average number of kilowatts that the average family uses?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
It was based on something, I believe, this 8,000 kilowatt hours per month–would that be correct?

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN:
It’d be an awful lot I think.  A year.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Year.......per year.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 
8,000 per year.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yeah.  And, again, it depends.  Size of your home, how much energy you use.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 
Right.  Right. Right.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
But, ah, we were able to.........and I think that was sort of a conservative estimate.  We didn’t want to over estimate what the cost savings could be.  And, it’s........you know, it will vary from family to family.  Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Just want to congratulate you and my fellow Aldermen, of course, for supporting this...this initiative.  Ah, Alderman Thompson, you may want to check with Mr. Simms regarding the wind turbine matter.  I know he’s been looking at that for some period of time.  So, I just want to say thank you to you and my fellow Council members.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Well, thank you to all of us.  Okay, moving on.  

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Do we need a motion to approve this?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
No.  Ah, when you passed the Ordinance for Municipal Aggregation, you gave the Mayor the authority to sign the contract.  Ah, the conference call took place at noon.  We had.......the contracts were reviewed by Mr. Power and they had to be signed and back by 10:00 the next morning.  So, it was a very quick turnaround.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Just one comment on..........on the, ah, Channel Four.  Could there.... something be written up and put on Channel Four regarding this?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Sure.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Clarifying it more.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Absolutely.  Okay, moving on.  The next item on the agenda.  Code of Conduct.  Ah, I placed in each of your packets this evening, the Code of Conduct.  Several years ago, ah, because we were having some issues with the way our Council members were comporting theirselves during meetings, we selected a committee of Aldermen to research a Code of Conduct.  That was presented to the Council and it was approved.  It was adopted by the Council, as you can see, on August 9, 2005, and it was revised, ah, in January and then again in February (2006).  I bring this to your attention for several reasons.  The most important is, for the last several months, there seems to be a disintegration of the way we comport ourselves at this Council meeting.  This meeting is the business meeting for the City of Kankakee and it’s held in a public fashion.  It is not a public meeting per se.  It is our business meeting.  We are elected by the residents of this community to conduct business for the City of Kankakee.  We should treat each other respectfully.  We should treat our Department Heads respectfully because they are truly the ones who do the work for the residents.  I’m asking you to read this Code of Conduct.  I have actually highlighted a couple of areas that I think are important.  1.3 Council members participate in Council meeting and should demonstrate respect, kindness, consideration and courtesy. 1.6 Council members shall serve as a model of leadership and civility for the community.  3.42 Council members who want to speak at a Council meeting should promote.... use the time to promote and recognize achievements and promote events and are limited to three minutes and should focus on interests that would affect the entire community.   4.2-1 Members of the Council should not be belligerent, make personal attacks, be impertinent, slanderous, threatening, abusive or make disparaging comments.  4.2-3 We should avoid personal comments that offend other Council members.  And, it goes on and on.  There is a portion of this Code of Conduct that deals with, what do we do when this doesn’t occur?  And, I think once you all have been made aware of this, some of you are new.  Others of you aren’t.  All I’m going to say is that if we do not continue...........if we continue down the path that we have, then it will be the Chair’s responsibility to follow the disciplinary procedures outlined in the Code of Conduct.  It is personally offensive to me as the Mayor and to the way we are presenting ourselves to the community.  It’s not who we are.  It’s not what we’re elected to do.  And, you’re.........I’m just putting the Council on notice that this is very, very important.  It’s very serious.  And, I would hope that each of you would respect each other.  Respect our Department Heads.  Respect the residents who have elected you to this position.  And, we have people sitting here every single Monday night and I’m embarrassed for how we look to the public sometimes.  So, I don’t want to belabor it.  You’re not children.  I’m not your parent, but there’s the Code of Conduct.  Read it and conduct yourselves accordingly.  Moving on.  We have some requests this evening.  Ah the AON Center and Mr. Hawkins was here earlier, is requesting a donation for his, ah, organization and I will entertain a motion to provide a donation.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Second it.

ALDERMAN COX:
Motion to approve.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We need a dollar amount.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
$250.00 has been.........

ALDERMAN COX:
$300.00.  I make a motion that we give this young man $300.00.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: Alderman Cox has made a motion that........

ALDERMAN COX:
The NACPP and the Eastside Football League.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
All right.  That’s fine.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
    Second it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We have a second by Alderman Stokes.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (Absolutely, aye.) (14)  

AON CENTER FOR COMMUNITY ARTS & DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION IS REQUESTING A MONETARY DONATION TO ASSIST IN PROVIDING EFFECTIVE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES ($300.00)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda is the Juneteenth Community Committee is requesting a donation from the Council in order to support their Juneteenth Celebration.  They are asking for $300.00.  Do I have a motion?

ALDERMAN JONES: 
indistinguishable  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Pardon me, I’m sorry.

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Motion for $300.00 for Juneteenth.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Jones, seconded by Alderman Stokes to provide the Juneeteenth Celebration with a $300.00 donation.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (Absolutely, aye). (14)  

JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION COMMUNITY COUNCIL IS REQUESTING A DONATION FOR THE 2012 JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION ($300.00)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries. 

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The next item......

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mayor, do we have indistinguishable  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Do we have what?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Do we have any representatives..........here?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
From the Juneteenth?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yeah.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I don’t believe so.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
‘Cause I really think that’s a really good thing.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Item G on the agenda, they are also requesting permission to host a parade on June 23, at 10:00 A.M.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Mayor, on item K.  On item K.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes?

ALDERMAN BROWN:
On the agenda.  I am requestin’ that that time limit be at 10:00 P.M. instead of 12:00 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman, when we get to those items, I have spoken with Alderman Swanson, and anyone who’s requesting a noise permit to extend beyond 10:00 (P.M.) we are going to amend those requests to say that the permit would only be valid until 10:00 P.M.  Okay?  Ah, we’re on the parade.  Do I have a motion and a second?  Yes, we do.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.   Alderman Jones and Alderman Stokes.

JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION COMMITTEE IS REQUESTING PERMISSION TO HOST A PARADE ON SATURDAY, JUNE 23, 2012, BEGINNING AT 10:00 A.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The residents........Item H.  The residents of Gracefield are requesting permission to have a neighborhood garage sale June 1, and Saturday, June 2.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 
So moved. 

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Linneman, seconded by Alderman Osenga to approve the, ah, request from the Gracefield Neighborhood.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

RESIDENTS OF GRACEFIELD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION ARE REQUESTING PERMISSION TO HAVE A NEIGHBORHOOD-WIDE GARAGE SALE ON FRIDAY, JUNE 1, 2012 AND SATURDAY, JUNE 2, 2012, FOR A FEE OF $25.00

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The request is approved.  Items I, J, K are requesting, ah,  noise permits.

ALDERMAN JONES:
M, too.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
And M, too.  Thank you, Alderman.  That extend beyond the 10:00 P.M. limit.  I would like to amend those to reflect the 10:00 P.M. change.  Also, on Item J, there is a correction.  The march that is being requested is being held on Thursday, May 24.  The date and the time are incorrect in the request.  Thursday, May 24.  Do I have a motion to approve those items?

ALDERMAN JONES: 
Motion to approve.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Jones, seconded by Alderman Stokes to approve.......

ALDERMAN COX:
Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Just a minute Alderman.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
...........Items I, J, K, and M.

ALDERMAN COX:
Could you repeat that time again on.....on.....

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
10:00 P.M.

ALDERMAN COX:
On J.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Oh, on J.  Thursday, May..........

ALDERMAN COX:
No.  No.  Excuse me.  On J, yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thursday, May 24.  

ALDERMAN COX:
I been tellin’ people it’s on............is it still 6:00?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes.  The time is correct.  The date is incorrect.  

ALDERMAN COX:
Oh, okay.

ALDERMAN JONES:
That includes I?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
And, I.  Do I.........we have a motion and a second.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  They are approved.

ANTONIO ALEJANDRO CALDERON IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT FOR 407 SOUTH ELM AVENUE ON MAY 26, 2012, FROM 4:00 P.M. UNTIL 11:00 P.M. (10:00 P.M.) TO HOST A BIRTHDAY PARTY

CHRISTOPHER TOCKE IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT AND STREET BLOCKAGE FROM THE COURT HOUSE TO THE 300 BLOCK OF SOUTH GREENWOOD AVENUE FOR THURSDAY, MAY 24, 2012, FROM 6:00 P.M. UNTIL 8:00 P.M. FOR A MEMORIAL MARCH FOR ROBERT BELL

JESSICA JOHNSON IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT AND STREET BLOCKAGE OF THE 700 BLOCK OF NORTH WEBSTER CIRCLE EAST FOR SATURDAY, MAY 26, 2012, FROM 12:00 P.M. UNTIL 12:00 A.M. (10:00 P.M.) TO HOST A BIRTHDAY PARTY

DIANA RAMIREZ IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT AT 253 SOUTH ROSEWOOD AVENUE ON SATURDAY, MAY 26, 2012, FROM 3:00 P.M. UNTIL 12:00 A.M. (10:00 P.M.) TO HOST A BIRTHDAY PARTY

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
They are approved.  Let me see.  I have one left. L.  The Wright in Kankakee is requesting a rain date of Sunday, June 10, from 5:30 (P.M.) to 9:00 (P.M.) for street blockage because they are holding a musical.  Do I have a motion?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
That’s the wrong address.  It’s 701 S. Harrison.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
701 S. Harrison.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Make a motion.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Stokes, seconded by.........

ALDERMAN BARON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Baron to approve Wright in Kankakee’s request for a rain date.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

WRIGHT IN KANKAKEE IS REQUESTING A RAIN DATE OF SUNDAY, JUNE 10, 2012, FROM 5:30 P.M. UNTIL 9:00 P.M. FOR THE STREET BLOCKAGE AND NOISE PERMIT FOR THEIR MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZA AT 701 NORTH HARRISON AVENUE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Item L is approved.  Standing Committees.  Economic Development, Alderman Linneman.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 
We had a meeting in this very Chamber in which the County presented the new software that we are test driving with them. Mr. Cross is very excited about it and thinks he can get a lot out of it.  Ah, it was very informative and we didn’t have a soiree, but we did have sandwiches, so, we’re working on getting up to Public Works.  Other than that it’s in the packet. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  Public Safety, Alderman Hunter.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, ah, these, as you can tell, those individuals who were at the Public Safety Committee will see that these minutes have been tremendously sanitized regarding the activities that transpired at that melee.  Ah, overtime with respect to the Fire Department was only seven hours and that.....that’s amazing.  Also, you see where there has been, during that month there was $63,000.00 worth of fire damage.  Ah, additionally, moving onto the Police Department, ah, we received the calendar statistics for crime, ah, in the calendar year 2011.  Quite interesting.  And, I would trust those of you who were not on the Committee, obtain, ah, those stats from Chief Regnier.  Additionally, overtime was up about $14,600.00 by virtue of the, ah, gang activity in upper Riverview.  Ah, and special–what would you call it–special details addressing those particular issues.  Ah, also, as I indicated, those crime stats were 2011 were quite interesting.  We also had information dating back to 1985.  Additionally, the matter that was referred to, ah, the Public Safety Committee meeting, was discussed amid, ah, some rather inappropriate activities by some individuals who were at that particular meeting.  Ah, consequently, ah, due to the noise and destructive behavior, the police were called to quell the disturbance.  Ah, I would appreciate, ah, and agree with what the Mayor has indicated about the Code of Conduct.  I, additionally, have, ah, four statements from the individuals who, ah, were a part of the administrative area of Public Safety.  Not only were they, ah, visibly there, they wrote statements as to what transpired during the meeting which caused the police to have to be called.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  License and Franchise.  Alderman Carl Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
I would like to think we had a very informative meeting. Ah, I think you know right now, there is still flushing going on for Aqua.  The hydrants were flushing and we had Hank Potts from Allied Waste.  I think we answered every question that every Alderman would want to know and I think we.......he gave us an answer to all of those includin’ the contract information in the employment that since  we ordered that we wanted to have some kind of....get some employment back out of that contract.  And, Alderman Hunter asked that question.  So every question that we solicited from Aldermen was answered by Hank Potts and if there’s additional questions, then I think every Alderman was represented..... their ward was represented so there shouldn’t be any additional questions.  And, I think I talked to you in the Utility Committee as to the main question but we found out that was a definite no because we definitely don’t want to reopen the contract.  But, the fact of the matter is, ah, we there and so, if you have any additional questions, I think it was very informative and they twisted my arm to make me buy pizza.  I just want to tell you that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
This is becoming a very food oriented Council

ALDERMAN BROWN: 
Yeah, I’m tellin’ you.  The other thing is, too, the License and Franchise Committee meeting for the June will be canceled because that conflicts with your meeting.  So, we want to move out of there and we will not have the meeting–License and Franchise–in the month of June.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  Thank you, Alderman.  Budget Committee.  Alderman Baron.  

ALDERMAN BARON: 
Mayor, very........very briefly, ah, just a couple highlights.  Number one, ah, just a couple things to mention.  They’re not highlights. The first one is the watch of the State’s income taxes statements.  They are three months–February, March and April– behind as of the date of the meeting and that equals $620,000.00.  Secondly, the sales tax revenue for last fiscal year which ended at the end of April was up 5.7% from the year before, probably due to the fact that the one large payment that, ah, the state made up for what they’ve been withholding previously, but maybe also to reflect the changing  economic circumstances.  So, that was–in the middle of the year I didn’t think that we could have predicted that by the end of the year we’d have a 5.7% increase from the year before.  And, finally, a list of.......although as of the meeting we didn’t have a list of the final figures, but it looks as though we’re going to have a deficit for the fiscal year ended undeterminate amount primarly relating to two unanticipated unbudgeted items.  One was the legal fees for, ah, sales tax sharing litigation which is substantial.  Number two, budget costs of the salary increases, contracts that came up during the year and it’s virtually impossible to, ah, budget salary increases and almost irresponsible to budget increases in a time when we have a deficit. So, that’s about it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  Report of Officers.  Do I have a motion to pay the bills?

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
I move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $545,337.76.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to pay the bills. Are there any questions?  Hearing none, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  


ABSTAIN:   Stokes (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $545,337.76

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Moving onto New Business, we have an Ordinance rescinding a handicapped parking space and an Ordinance establishing a handicapped parking space.  I’d like to combine those and I would entertain a motion to Suspend the Rules.

ALDERMAN TALL:
I’d so move.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Tyler Tall, seconded by Alderman Swanson to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of both Ordinances.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Motion to place these Ordinances on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Browne, R.; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ENTITLED RESCINDING HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 1481 SOUTH SEVENTH AVENUE

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ENTITLED HANDICAPPED PARKING ESTABLISHED AT 436 SOUTH FOURTH AVENUE 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Thank you.  Motions and Resolutions.  We have a Resolution in support of the Juneteenth Day celebration.  Do I have a motion to approve?  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move Mayor Epstein.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
I second it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Thompson to approve the Resolution.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF JUNETEENTH DAY, 2012 – JUNE 19, 2012

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The Resolution is approved.  Ah, we will not need an Executive Session this evening.  We do not need an Executive Session.  We will move onto Aldermen Comments and Questions.  Please be cognizant of what we just discussed earlier in the evening.

ALDERMAN COX:
Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:
Can we discuss the sales tax?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Can we discuss the sales tax?  Right now, Alderman, I don’t have anything.......I would be happy to prepare for the Council for the next meeting




a brief summary of what’s taken place.  There are just some things that are pending and I’d rather wait ‘til we have something more definitive.

ALDERMAN COX:
I had heard a rumor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Well, don’t believe rumors.

ALDERMAN COX:
And, I have questions.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
I’d be glad to meet with you Alderman Cox to see if I can answer.

ALDERMAN COX:
I can wait two more weeks.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Thompson.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:
Mayor, I also wanted to say I was listin’ to some of the Hispanics in the Ward–in the bottom half of the Ward and they was just sayin’ thanks for all the garbage cans, puttin’ it in Spanish. I don’t know if they took the time to read what was there before, but I just had a lot to say thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Good.  Thank you.  

ALDERMAN COX:
I asked for ‘em in 1999 and they didn’t do it.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Any others?  Okay.  Motion to adjourn.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Not yet.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Oops.  Sorry.  Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, ma’am.  Ah, just a couple of few things.  I definitely want to thank the City Council for the low rates on the electric.  It really is a good thing in this day and time.  I just want to definitely say thank you. The other thing moving right along, ah, last weekend I noticed we did have the State Police in our Ward and I thought it was such a good thing, I think I seen.....yeah, it was such a good thing and, ah, Chief Regnier, thank you, sir.  Thank you very much, ah..........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
They weren’t here at our request, Alderman.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Well, I talked to one of the State guys and he said that someone requested and he was just circlin’ the area and I thought it was a good thing.  

ALDERMAN COX:
Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Anything else?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, just a couple things.  The weeds along the railroad tracks are definitely getting back up there again.   If we can periodically keep it down at bay.  The minutes, Mayor, I need to talk to you perhaps off to the side regarding the minutes.  Ah, one thing that I would like to say, ah, just to throw it out there–it’s essential, you guys, when people go on the internet and read our minutes we need to make sure whoever said what they said is the right person that said what they said.  I’m gonna’ leave it at that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
And, ah, other than that, that’s it.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:
A business man told me he was criticizin’ Mr. Bill Yohnka.  And I told him he was definitely wrong.  I told him he’s doin’ a good job.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  I appreciate that.  Do I have a motion to adjourn?

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 
So moved.

ALDERMAN BROWNE: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Osenga, seconded by Alderman Rich Browne.   All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We are adjourned.  Thank you.
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