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CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 2, 2012         7:00 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	If you’ll all take your seats please.  I’d like to call this meeting to order.  At this time, I would like to ask Rev. Ed Kannapel from the Gift of God Street Church to come forward and lead us in prayer.

REVEREND KANNAPEL: 	Heavenly Father, we come to You in the name of Jesus.  I thank You for Your holy spirit.  I thank You for all Your blessings and I understand the great weight is on the people here at this Council meeting.  I pray Lord for their integrity and we know the definition of integrity is what you do when nobody’s watching.  And, we just ask, right now, Lord, for the salvation of each person here.  We pray for repentance which is turning from your sin, confession which is telling God how sorry you are and for trusting in Jesus for your salvation, and then read Your New Testament, do what it says.  I pray right now Lord, for mercy, and Your loving kindness on the Elliot family who’s had such great loss today.  And we pray this Council meeting serves you as well as the people.  In the name of  Jesus, we pray.  Amen

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman.  

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Would it be appropriate if I asked for a moment of silence for Roger Elliot who passed away yesterday?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Absolutely.  

PAUSE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Our condolences go out to his family, to Judge Elliot.  It was really a sudden and tragic loss for this community.  So, thank you Alderman.  At this time, the Council members will lead the Pledge.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	How about Sgt. Sykes?  Come on up here, Sgt.  How about Sgt. Sykes?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s fine.  

SGT. SYKES:	indistinguishable  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Just like in school.
SGT SYKES AND ALL:	Pledge of Allegiance.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:		Thank you.  At this time, we will hold the Public Hearing for the budget for the City of Kankakee Fiscal Year 2013.  The hearing was duly advertised in the media, so at this time I am opening the hearing and asking for anyone who has any public comments on the budget to come forward.

7:02 P.M. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Hearing no comments, we will now close the Public Hearing on the budget.  Thank you. 

7:03 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	This is the Public Comment portion of the evening.  If you have signed up to speak, please come forward when I call your name.  Comments are limited to five minutes. No personal attacks upon City Council members, staff, or other persons in attendance or absent will be permitted.  In addition, discussion of matters which are currently under legal review will not be permitted.  The first person, ah, to sign up, Mr. Doug Underwood.  Mr. Underwood.

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	I’m a little hearing impaired and I don’t have everything with me.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s all right.

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	My name is Doug Underwood and I live at 1490 East Hickory Street.  And, two weeks ago, the Department of Works came by and cut all my flowers down on my corner indicating that they had a complaint which I went over to the office.  They said they had a complaint and they cut everything down.  Now, I’d like to show you some pictures here, if I may come forward or whoever I show ‘em to.  Go forward, okay.  I’ve never done this before so I’m a little lost.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s okay.  

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	Okay, ah, these pictures here were the sunflowers and all my day lilies and gladiolus that were supposed to bloom this week for the 4th of July.  I had special red, white and blue ones.  And, I had..........they said they knocked on the door the day they did it and I wasn’t home.  But, here’s the aftermath of what’s left.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Was there a complaint? About sightlines.

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	They cut everything down.  They didn’t just cut the tall sunflowers.  I had six tall sunflowers there and, you know, I’m....I’m.....I’m a little upset because, you know, I spent my money for those flowers for that particular corner and I spent, you know, I paid for the water.  I did all the work, everything.  There’s 50 people up and down the four directions of the street there that are all upset, too, because they said that corner was prettier than the ones on River and, you know, I’m trying not to be nasty about this, but being upset. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I understand.

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	There’s the height of the ones on River.  And, you see what I got left.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay, Mr. Underwood, I appreciate you coming in.  We will certainly take a look and we will give you a call back.

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	And, here’s.......they told me to fill that out and..........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	This is all you needed to do was come in this evening.

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	I been doin’ this for three years and never had a problem with this and now it’s just like, zap.


MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  We will look into it. 

NANCY SMITHBERG:	Do we have his phone number, Mayor?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	Okay.  So I leave those with you?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes.

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	Thank you very much.

NANCY SMITHBERG:	Is your phone number on there, sir?  Sir.  Is this your phone number?

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Mr. Underhill.  Your phone number.

CLERK DUMAS:	Give it to Nancy.

DOUG UNDERWOOD: 	I’m sorry.

NANCY SMITHBERG:	Your phone number.

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	Ah, 929-1907.

NANCY SMITHBERG:	Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  The next person, Ellen Skelly.

ELLEN SKELLY:	Hi.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Hi.

ELLEN SKELLY:	I’m a lifelong resident of Kankakee and my comments today regard the Municipal Utility bill for sewer and garbage.

NANCY SMITHBERG:	M’aam, could you get closer to the mic, please?  Thank you.

ELLEN SKELLY:	Okay.  I first bought a house in Kankakee in 1994.  I lived there until recently. I purchased another house in mid-December of 2011.  At the new house, my first sewer and garbage bill was $57.00.  And, since I’m used to paying about $45.00 a month, I asked Aqua about it in January or February.  I was told at that time that there’s an estimation period.  But my sewer and garbage bill continued to be $57.00 every month, so I went back and asked again and I was told last week that the estimation period was established by City Ordinance and that it’s from December until March and I must have service for that entire period before I will get a bill to reflect actual service.  So, for me this is more than $130.00 and I just........I don’t like that basically.  Ah, so.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Could we have your address please?

ELLEN SKELLY:	Sure, it’s 289 E. Water, Kankakee.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	And, phone number please.

ELLEN SKELLY:	933-1463.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We’ll look into it for you.  Thank you.  Bryan Davis.

BRYAN DAVIS:	How you doin’?  Could I bring you this envelope, please?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes.  Thank you.

BRYAN DAVIS:	I have some concerns that I’m goin’ to read off....same letter that you just received.  It’s concerning the recycling center that was just built on Hobbie.  I have worked all my life, saved up to buy me a house.  Now, I got a recycling center right in front of my house.  My property just decreased.  Just lost its value.  My first one is how did we get from Grinnell Road to Hobbie Street, a residential area?  Second one, why was the scrap yard allowed to be placed so close to two parks.  Pioneer Park and Hobbie Heights Park on the other side.  This is a negative image for our youths.  Three, how was are they allowed to make an image-I mean an entrance and an exit so close to the railroad tracks?  Come August when the school start, buses already have to stop at the tracks.  You gonn’a congest this area.  Four, what can be done about the dust control and the smell?  I can’t sit on my porch no more ‘cause I’m lookin’ at a scrap yard.  I can’t open my windows, it’s comin’ in my house.  Five, it says in the  Ordinance number two, there’s supposed to be a fence around the property that must be non-transparent, shielding any operation from the public.  This is not.  They shoulda’ had this done before they was doin’ this.  Before they opened up.  Six, how often and who will pay for our water testing?  ‘Cause this is goin’ into our water system?  Why are they allowed to have a neon light in front of my house?   I don’t have to pay for electricity.  I got theirs. Eight, how would you like it if it was put in your yard?  Nine, there was a factory there before but it was closed in.  This is out in the open.  We breathin’ this.  Is this safe for our children?  Ten, do the right thing.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Mr. Davis.  The City officials and I met with the owner of the property in question on Thursday.  Ah, we have spoken to them at length.  They have certain conditions that they have to meet that we provided to them by July 19, when we have a date to go to court.  So, I can assure you the City is taking this very seriously, but to answer a couple of your concerns, ah, the site in question is an industrial zoned location.  And, so, that is one of the heaviest zoning classifications in the City.  So, it’s totally appropriate for a recycling facility to be located on that site.  What needs to be done is what was in the Conditional Use Permit, is that he has to meet all of the conditions that were placed upon him.  He is working to complete those conditions.  I want you to know that the Zoning Department, the Code Department and the Legal Department are working with him.  And, as I said, ah, this will not...........the issues that you’re describing will be taken care of.  That’s the best I can tell you because right now...........

BRYAN DAVIS:	If I knew this was going to be a scrap yard in front of my house, I wouldn’t have bought that house.  It’s a slap in the face to me.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Well, sir, an industrial zoning location is really the heaviest zoning classification there is in a City.  And, so, really it’s totally appropriate that this recycling facility be there.  The issue is that it’s not being done properly at this time.  And, it’s really all that I can say because there could be pending litigation.  So, I just want you to know it’s something we do take seriously and, ah, I do have an industrial facility literally two blocks from my house, also. So.

BRYAN DAVIS:	Two blocks.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Well, but when the City was established, you have to understand that these things were done many years ago and, you know, J.W. Mortell was at that facility for many, many, many years.  DOW Chemical bought it.  They did extensive work on the site and when this gentleman’s facility burned on Grinnell, which was not his fire, it was due to a.......an existing facility next door, ah, he purchased the site.  So, we are working with him and we will try to mitigate all of your concerns when it comes to that facility.  

BRYAN DAVIS:	Will I be notified to this?  Will my residents?  I have four other people who would like to talk.  They didn’t know they was supposed to sign in.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Ah, if you’re going to talk about the same issue, quite frankly you’re perfectly welcome to come up and talk.  But, what I’m saying to you is that the City is working very, very diligently to try to get some of these issues resolved.  Okay?

BRYAN DAVIS:	Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	You can come forward.  And, what is your name?

DENEYIA KING:	How are you, Mayor?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I’m good.

DENEYIA KING:	I’m Denia King.  I was talking about the same issue.  I actually watched the building burn down and there was the whole area, lights went off.  The whole area just was inflamed. Smok from here, it took maybe like a whole day for them to put the fire out when they burned up.  And, my concern is it’s right here now.  Right here in the middle of us.  Right here in the little City we’re at the park, we’re at the church, my cousin’s house.  It’s....it’s a concern to us ‘cause it’s like how did you come from out there where your burnt up at to sit right in the middle of where we’re at.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I........I’m not going to get into the causes of a fire.


DENEYIA KING:	Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	But fires do happen.

DENEYIA KING:	Yeah.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That was not..........well, I’m not going to get into issues with fires alright?  

DENEYIA KING:	Okay, I just wanted to express my concerns.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	But they do have to follow–I appreciate that–they do have to follow all of our building codes and requirements.  And, that will be done.  

NANCY SMITHBERG:	M’aam, could I get your first name please?

DENEYIA KING:	Deneyia.

NANCY SMITHBERG:	Deneyia.  How do you spell it?

DENEYIA KING:	D-E-N-E-Y-I-A.

7:15 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Anyone else who wishes to speak?  Okay, thank you.  Moving on. Anjanita, are you ready?  Roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:
PRESENT:  Brown; Hunter; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13) 		

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:
PRESENT:   Regnier; Young; Spice; Power; Simms; Tyson; Cross; Gordon; Bertrand; Yohnka (10)	
	ABSENT:   Bohlen; Banasiak (2)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  At this time, I’d like to modify the agenda a bit and move up the Appointments.  As you all know, Alderman Browne has moved and at this time I would like to appoint Christopher Curtis to replace Alderman Rich Browne as the 6th Ward Alderman.  Chris has been a part of the 6th Ward for over 14 years.  His family is from Kankakee.  He is a graduate of Bishop MacNamara High School.  He is a partner in Nugent Curtis Real Estate.  He brings a tremendous amount of, ah, knowledge about economic development, real estate, neighborhood stabilization and I think he will be an excellent, ah, addition to the Council.  He will replace Alderman Browne and fill out his unexpired term and then, obviously, will have to run for office.  At this time, I would like a motion to appoint, ah, Mr. Curtis. 

ALDERMAN STOKES:	I make a  motion........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	 Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BARON: 	I would make the motion that, ah, the Council approve your recommendation for the, ah, Junior Alderman from the 6th Ward.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Stokes.
ALDERMAN STOKES:	Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	 Are there any questions?  Roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (12)  
	ABSTAIN:   Cox (1)

APPOINTMENT OF CHRISTOPHER CURTIS AS SIXTH WARD ALDERMAN

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The motion carries.  Thank you very much.  Mr. Curtis, would you like to come forward and be sworn in?  And, your family can certainly join you.

CLERK DUMAS:	If I could have you raise your right hand and repeat after me.  

CHRISTOPHER CURTIS:	I, Christopher W. Curtis having been appointed to the office of Alderman in the City of Kankakee, in the County of Kankakee, in the State of Illinois, do solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the Constitution of the United States of America and the Constitution of the State of Illinois, and I will faithfully discharge the duty of the office of Alderman to the best of my ability.  

CLERK DUMAS:	Congratulations.  Thank you.

ALDERMAN CURTIS:	Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay, Chris.  Time to go to work.  Alderman Brown and Alderman Baron will be your mentors.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Wow, he’s in trouble.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	No, I think he’s in good hands.  Okay, we will now conduct a second roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
PRESENT:  Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Moving onto the minutes.  Do I..........I will entertain a motion to approve the minutes of the June 18, meeting.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Thompson.  Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 	Second.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Seconded by Alderman Osenga.  Are there any corrections or additions to the minutes?  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 18, 2012
 
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The minutes are approved.  There are no Petitions.  Are there any Petitions from the Floor?  Moving onto Communications.  Item A is for information.  Ah, this is very important.  This is the first of, I’m sure, many public meetings about the I-57 interchange at Exit 312.  IDOT will be conducting that.  You have the flyer in your book.  I think it would be very important for all of you to attend.  They will unveil the design of the interchange and they will......there will be no formal presentation, but it’s an opportunity for the public to ask questions, ah, and as I said, it’s the beginning of the Phase I process for this new interchange.  Items B, C, D, E and F I think can combine.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I so move.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, second by, was it Alderman Thompson, to combine items B, C, D, E and F.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  
ALDERMAN JONES: 	Just a question.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes, Alderman Jones.

ALDERMAN JONES: 	On the one, it says ‘til 12:00 P.M.  Are we gonna’ go ‘til 12:00 P.M. or... 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	10:00.  Thank you, Alderman.  Which item was that?  

ALDERMAN JONES: 	It was the one for.........Bill Yohnka?  Oh, it starts at 12:00 P.M.

CLERK DUMAS:	That’s in the afternoon.

[bookmark: It_1052_s_32_in_32_the_32_afternoon]MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s in the afternoon.

ALDERMAN JONES: 	Okay, okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Ah, we have a motion and a second.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign. 
 
KANKAKEE HIGH SCHOOL IS REQUESTING PERMISSION TO HOST THEIR HOMECOMING PARADE ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2012, FROM 1:00 P.M. 
UNTIL 3:00 P.M.

KANKAKEE EVENTS PARTNERSHIP IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT AND STREET BLOCKAGE OF MERCHANT STREET FROM THE KANKAKEE TRAIN DEPOT TO SCHUYLER AVENUE ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 2012 UNTIL SUNDAY, JULY 29, 2012, FOR THE ANNUAL MERCHANT STREET MUSICFEST

ROSEMARY ANDRADE IS REQUESTING STREET BLOCKAGE OF RISSER STREET FROM THE CORNER OF GORDON AVENUE TO THE ALLEY OF RISSER STREET, ON SATURDAY, JULY 14, 2012, FROM 9:00 A.M. UNTIL 10:00 P.M. FOR A BIRTHDAY PARTY

LISHANE MITCHELL IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT AND STREET BLOCKAGE OF EAST CHESTNUT AVENUE BETWEEN NORTH ROSEWOOD AVENUE AND NORTH GREENWOOD AVENUE ON SATURDAY, JULY 7, 2012, FROM 6:00 P.M. UNTIL 10:00 P.M. FOR A BIRTHDAY PARTY

KANKAKEE PUBLIC LIBRARY IS REQUESTING STREET BLOCKAGE OF 
MERCHANT STREET FROM DEARBORN AVENUE TO SCHUYLER AVENUE ON SATURDAY, JULY 14, 2012, FROM 5:00 A.M. UNTIL 1:00 P.M., FOR FAMILY FUN DAY

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The motion carries.  Moving onto Standing Committees.  Budget Committee.  Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BARON:	At the Budget Committee we discussed the budget.........for fiscal year 2013.  The administration presented the budget.  The budget, as presented, is balanced.  Not only is it balanced, but the budget has a $250,000.00 surplus which is a step in the right direction.  It’s not where,  hopefully,  we’re going to end this process in future years, but it’s a step in the right direction. $250,000.00 is less than two weeks worth of expenses, but still it is in the right direction.  There are......the budget featured no new fees even though there was discussion about that in prior Budget Committee meetings, ah, there were no new fees necessary.  The budget assumes that we’re going to...that the major revenue sources will remain stable.  The most significant–well, they’re all significant.  The most significant items is the sales tax revenue from the State of Illinois.  Presumption is that that’s going to remain stable–not increase, but remain stable.  Additionally, the budget does not feature any layoffs and it does not feature any across the board decreases in, ah, salaries.  And, nor does it feature across the board decreases in Department expenditures.  So, in difficult economic times, I think that we should be happy with where we’re at. We’re not, never satisfied, but we’re happy as far as being able to present a balanced budget.  So, I would move that we would, ah, Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the Budget Ordinance and to pass it.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I would second it, your honor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Hunter to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson (12)
	NAY:   Cox (1)  
	ABSTAIN: Stokes (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN BARON: 	I would so move.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Hunter to place the Ordinance on Final Passage and Pass.  Are there any questions?  If not, I’m just going to make a comment or two.  Ah, this is my fourth budget and it’s the fourth balanced budget.  Some have been much more difficult.  This one I won’t say was easy.  But, a lot of the changes that we implemented a couple of years ago, are starting to show their value.  Ah, when you have a budget of about $24 million and $18.2 million of that are salaries and benefits, ah, it’s difficult to have any wiggle room.  But, I do have to, you know, we made some tough decisions a couple of years ago laying off people.  We made some major changes to our health insurance and those changes are starting to show–to bear fruit.  We were fortunate this year that our health insurance premium only raised 2 ½% when we were counting on a much more significant increase.  Ah, liability insurance, we went out to the market place and we were able to reduce our premium by $40,000.00 instead of having an increase of what the previous carrier wanted which was 38%.  Ah, we continue to struggle.  There are no new revenue streams in this budget.  Ah, it’s something that we’ve tried to keep from the residents.  We’ve done the aggregation which should save people money and it certainly wasn’t an appropriate time to go back into their pockets and take that money out.  We do have a slight surplus of $250,000.00.  I think Mr. Provost asked me what I would be comfortable with.  Well, it’s a lot more than $250,000.00.  Ah, our payroll is $500,000 a pay period so you can see how quickly surpluses can go the other direction.  But, we must get used to adopting budgets that show surpluses because our goal should be to have several months of surplus in the bank in case anything should happen.  So, again, I applaud the Budget Committee for all of the meetings that we had to discuss this and all of the Department Heads who are consistently told not to raise their.......the cost of running their departments and they don’t.  Some are running with less employees than they would like.  Ah, but everyone has made a sacrifice and we’re starting to see a little bit of a light at the end of the tunnel.  So, again, I appreciate that.  Roll call.
CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson (12)  
	NAY:   Cox (1)
	ABSTAIN: Stokes (I have a comment.  Just one thing, everyone..........
	MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman, this is vote, not comment.
	ALDERMAN STOKES:	I understand that Mayor.  I just want to let you know why...
MAYOR EPSTEIN:   No, Alderman.
	ALDERMAN STOKES:	 ....I cannot vote.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Just.........it’s just a vote at this time.
	ALDERMAN STOKES:	Okay.  I abstain.
	MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  That’s fine.  That’s your privilege.
	ALDERMAN STOKES:	Thank you. (1)

ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
BEGINNING MAY 1, 2012 AND ENDING APRIL 30, 2012    

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Thank you, Alderman Baron.  Anything else.

ALDERMAN BARON: 	That’s all.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Standing Committees.  Building and Code.  Alderman Tall.

ALDERMAN TALL:	The minutes are self-explanatory.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  Thank you.  Moving on to Report of Officers.  I need a motion to pay the bills.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	I move we, ah, approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $382,597.78.
 	
ALDERMAN TALL:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the payment of the bills.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman;  Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  
	ABSTAIN:   Stokes (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $382,597.78

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  There is no Unfinished Business.  Moving onto New Business, the first item on the agenda is the Environmental Services Utility Exempt Employee Benefits Handbook.  There are employees at the Utility that are not covered by a bargaining unit.  This handbook serves as their contract, so to speak, with the City.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Do we need to Suspend the Rules for this?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I don’t believe so.  This isn’t an Ordinance.  I believe it’s just.....

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Motion to approve the Employee Exempt Handbook.

ALDERMAN TALL:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Tall to accept the Environmental Services Utility Exempt Employee Benefit Handbook for 2012.  Any questions?

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	This is something that we just regularly do every year.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s correct.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Yeah.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	And, Mr. Simms, would be available to answer questions.  I don’t believe that there were any changes.  

RICHARD SIMMS:	No changes from last year.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yeah.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

KANKAKEE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES UTILITY EXEMPT EMPLOYEE BENEFIT HANDBOOK – 2012

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Because we’ve done item B already, I’m going to take this time in the agenda to ask Mr. Simms to talk about–I believe you all had on your desks, the plan from the Utility to begin smoke testing in the City of Kankakee.  Ah, Mr. Simms, do you want to sort of explain the procedure, ‘cause we’d like to notify as many residents.  There will be a mailing that goes out to all of the affected residences in the area.  Because people, when they start to see smoke coming out of their sewers, they tend to get nervous.  Ah, and, we don’t want Chief Young and the Fire Department to be going out on a lot of excessive calls.  So, Mr. Simms.


RICHARD SIMMS:	The background here is that the....the sanitary sewer system is separate from the storm sewer system.  Storm sewers drain the City and ultimately end up in  the river.  Ah, the interconnection between the two is an historic problem and what happens is any storm water that gets into the sanitary sewer ends up at the KRMA Regional Treatment Plant.  And, therefore, any storm water that gets into the City of Kankakee sanitary sewers, goes through the meters and the City of Kankakee  gets charged for those gallons.  And, the thing you always have to remember is, if you have ten gallons of clean water and you add one gallon of sewage, then you have eleven gallons of sewage.  So, once it’s contaminated or intermixed, it has to be treated and processed through the plant.  We have, ah, in the past, estimated that the magnitude of the problem for the City, and it’s not just the City’s problem–all the other communities have the same issue–is if you take a dry weather flow which normally comes in through the sanitary sewers and goes to the treatment plant, multiply that by 365 days and then compare that to what’s actually metered to what goes from the City, ah, I think the Utility Board, we’ve mentioned several times, the difference is 500,000,000 gallons which is a lot of water that is not waste water.  So, Phase I of this analysis was we did extensive metering of the sewer system, broke the City into about 20 different basins and we identified one  which had the absolute most impact after a rain event. And, that’s the map that we gave you–that’s the area.  So, Phase II is we’re going to do intensive smoke testing to see if we can find where there’s interconnections between storm and sanitary.  Ah, Mr. Tyson’s office is putting together a  property owners’ list.  The property owners will receive the letter which I gave you a copy of, but since sometimes the property owners and the residents are different, there’ll also be a door hanger which won’t look like this white piece of paper–it’ll be a little colorful tag–to notify the residents.  And, basically, it tells them what we are doing and if they see any evidence of smoke, we fully recognize the Fire Department and the Police Department will be notified where we are, on what streets every day.  Everyone will be kept informed.  Nevertheless, if somebody’s concerned, we want to warn them to the best we can that, ah, this may or may not be a problem.  So, you can read this, we thought if we give it to the Aldermen, ah, maybe if you get a call or somebody asks, what does this mean, you could feel comfortable answering their questions.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Are there any questions for Mr. Simms?  Those of you who sit on the Utility Board, this isn’t a surprise.  This is really part of a plan to try to find where this clean water is coming from and the next challenge will be once we find it, then how do we fix it.  But, you first have to find it.  Okay.  This was just an information item.  We’ve already done our Appointment.  We have no Motions or Resolutions.  We will not need an Executive Session this evening.  Are there any Alderman’s Comments or Questions?

ALDERMAN COX:	Mayor.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	I thought I.........two weeks ago I asked for closed session on Allied.  They broke the contract.  They violated the contract. And next meeting I’m asking for a closed session for the third time.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman, we’ll have that when Mr. Bohlen returns next Council meeting.

ALDERMAN COX:	Also, I want to get it straight so all the Aldermen know the rules.  The curbs is the City Engineer’s problem right?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The what?

ALDERMAN COX:	The curbs.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The curbs.

ALDERMAN COX:	Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	His problem in regards.......in what way?  

ALDERMAN COX:	Repair.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Repair.

ALDERMAN COX:	Is that right?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Well, he may identify where there might be issues, but it’s not the City Engineer’s job to do that.  We have a curb and sidewalk program.

ALDERMAN COX:	No, I....I....Mayor, I’m talkin’ about curbs?  Sidewalks is separate.  Is the Engineer responsible for curbs?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	No.

ALDERMAN COX:	Who is?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Ah, I would say Public Works.  

ALDERMAN COX:	Who repairs curbs?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	When an issue is brought to us, we determine whether we have the funding available to repair broken curbs.  

ALDERMAN COX:	indistinguishable help.  Sidewalks is 50/50 right?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We had a 50/50 program last year.  A few people participated.  We had no free sidewalk program this year because we did not have the money.  We intend to have another sidewalk program next year.  At that time, the engineer determines which are the worst sidewalks.  I give him a dollar amount and we try to identify how much money and how far that money will go in repairing the sidewalks that he has identified.  

ALDERMAN COX:	Ah, this is for the Chief of Police.  Children walkin’ in the streets.  Is that a violation or not?  

CHIEF REGNIER:	Technically, I guess it is.

ALDERMAN COX:	Thank you.  Basketball.  In the alley and on the street.  Is that a violation or not?

CHIEF REGNIER:	Yes.  

ALDERMAN COX:	What are your cops doin’ about it?

CHIEF REGNIER:	Every time we receive a complaint, we go check it out and ask them to move it.

ALDERMAN COX:	Do you.....do you ‘em to DPW?

CHIEF REGNIER:	Pardon?

ALDERMAN COX:	Do you haul ‘em out?  

CHIEF REGNIER:	No, we don’t haul the basketball hoops.

ALDERMAN COX:	You used to.

CHIEF REGNIER:	We don’t any more.

ALDERMAN COX:	Are you goin’ enforce those walkin’ in the street and basketball goals in the street?  Impedin’ traffic.

CHIEF REGNIER:	We’ll address them as there’re complaints, yes.

ALDERMAN COX:	Have I complained to you about it?

CHIEF REGNIER:	Yes, you have, several times.

ALDERMAN COX:	Thank you.  Thank you.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Any other comments?  A motion to adjourn.
ALDERMAN STOKES:	Mayor.  Mayor, we got two.......

ALDERMAN JONES: 	I just want to...........my question was of Mr. Tyson, ah, Simms is when they put those on the door.  Can they be in English on the front and Spanish on the back, just in case you go to a house that is Spanish?

UNKNOWN:	Have to do it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Anything else Mr. Stokes?

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Yes, m’aam, Mayor, I just wanted to thank you for being part of the Public Works for painting that we see in our in our ward.  Ah, it’s really such a good thing.  People are actually........they requested, starting to see it and I wanted to thank you for this indistinguishable    Also, at this time I want to thank the Fire Department for their rescue in the 300 block.  300 block of South Chicago.  I went and talked to the family.  They spoke highly of the Fire Department.  They basically said that, ah, they actually called the Red Cross to get some things.  They rescued the baby.  I don’t know their condition now.  But, I just wanted to give the Chief a pat on the back for that.  Him and his guys as well as the paying of the indistinguishable  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	And, thank you so much.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion to adjourn.

ALDERMAN OSENGA: 	So moved.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Osenga, seconded by Alderman Grant.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING


MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We are adjourned.
												7:38 P.M.
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