CITY OF KANKAKEE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 16, 2012       7:00 P.M.


MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I’d like to call this meeting to order.  At this time, I’d like to ask Pastor Sherman Collins, Sr., from the International Healing and Deliverance Center to come forward and lead us in prayer.  

PASTOR COLLINS:	Eternal Father, Lord, we thank You right now in the name of Jesus Christ.  We ask You right now, touch this board right now, help ‘em to make great decisions.  Oh, God, we thank You for our officers, attorneys, our Aldermans and our Mayor.  We ask you, Lord in the name of Jesus, grant us the serenity to accept the things that we can change and the things that we cannot change.  And, we give Your name praise and we give you glory and we release the prayers and intercessions from all around.  Oh, God, continue to intercede for us.  Lord, we thank You right now in Jesus’ name. Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  At this time, I’d like to ask Alec and Ashlyn Toronjo and Tommy Lott to come forward.  These are from the Clerk’s office, grandchildren and child of Lashaan and Joyce.  They’re shy.  Joyce, you can bring Ashlyn up.

LASHAAN LOTT:	She has stage fright.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Stage fright.  I understand that.  Okay.

ALEC TORONJO, TOMMIE LOTT III AND ALL:	Pledge of Allegiance.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  We’ve come to the Public Comment portion of the evening.  Ah, please come forward when your name is called, direct your comments to the Mayor.  Comments are limited to five minutes. No personal attacks upon City Council members, staff, or other persons in attendance or absent will be permitted.  In addition, discussion of matters which are currently under legal review will not be permitted.  The first person is Mr. Doug Underwood.

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	Hi, I’m Doug Underwood.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Hi Mr. Underwood.

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	I’m the flower guy from last time around.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s correct.

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	I was wonderin’ if we got any place or we got a final destination on it?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Ah, Mr. Underwood, my understanding is you have filed.

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	May I step up there.  I can’t hear.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	You have filed a claim.

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	Um huh (affirmative).  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Is that correct?  You filled out the paperwork to file a claim.

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	Yes, Um huh (affirmative).  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	And, that is being processed and as soon as that’s done being processed, we will let you know.

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	Okay.  Thank you very much.  Now I have one other question....... or request and that is wonderin’ if I could get the Code Enforcement people to work a night shift for maybe a week or two.  They’d run out of ink and paper if they did.  You know, people are not stupid out there.  They know when they go home and what they can do afterwards.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We’ll speak to the Code Department and see if we can accomplish that.

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	Okay.  Thank you very much.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Yeah, he’s from my ward.  Good job, Mr. Underhill.  Good job.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.

DOUG UNDERWOOD:	Thank you very much  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Mr. Bertrand.

STEVE BERTRAND:	Good evening ladies and gentlemen.  I’m Steve Bertrand and I live at the Kankakee Public Library.  Ah, and, also 695 S. Small.  Ah, I wanted to say a few words about the envelopes that you received this evening–each of the Aldermen.  In it is contained your VIP armband and a few drink vouchers and a letter explaining what is going to be happening at Music Fest which is happening the 27th and 28th of July.  Ah, I’ve been asked to kind of be ‘bad cop’ a little bit and express to you how we need your help with the VIP lounge.  Last year we had a quite a bit of ‘don’t you know who I am?’ going on.  And, unfortunately, most of the people who said that weren’t anybody.  They were just wanting lots and lots of free beer and we didn’t realize they weren’t anybody until the beer was mostly gone.  So, we really, really need you to put the band on and to not pass it around to everybody you know.  We’re going to need to see it on your arm, tightly enough where it’s not being slipped off and handed off to somebody.  The VIP Lounge is going to be in the rail car that’s next to the depot.  We’ve looked at it and it’s going to be a nice comfortable place to be in and be a nice setting that’s schematically similar to, ah, you know, what we’re doing.  Ah, the depot is only going to be for the bands and, ah, there’s going to be contact  headquarters for the staff, ah, that are working the event.  We had, you know, quite a bit of the stuff going on last year and it got to the point where a couple of our volunteers didn’t want to work the VIP Lounge because of it.  And, I, you know, a lot of the staff that works the, ah, Music Fest, is library staff, but we can, you know, a lot of ‘em are kids and unfortunately they don’t know who all of these.......all of you are.  And, ah, the volunteers are essential to make this thing come off.  I don’t have enough staff to keep the library open, and Music Fest at the same time.   If we lose our volunteers, we have no Music Fest.  So, try to remember that the people that you’re dealing with that are at Music Fest are either not being paid at all and they’re doing this in order to do something nice for the community or, you know, are young people who are getting only a little bit more than minimum wage.  I think that if we can do that, we’ll all help each other out and I think we’ll have a very nice Fest and I look forward to all of you being there and let’s hope for no rain and not 105.  Thank you.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Thanks Steve.  How would your volunteers be identified?

STEVE BERTRAND:	They will be–they will have a crew lanyard on and they’ll say Crew with a Music Fest logo.  And, they’ll be stationed at each of the entryways to places that need to be restricted.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Steve.  Kim Love.

KIM LOVE:	Hello, I’m here representing Illinois Gold Track Team and I just wanted to thank you all for your help on, you know, supporting us.  And, I wanted to give you a bag.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Oh.  A gold bag.

KIM LOVE:	Yeah.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you very much, Kim.

KIM LOVE:	Okay.  Thank you.

[bookmark: BM_1_]MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Bill Yohnka.  We have a little show and tell this evening for you.  Do you have lots of screen shots?

BILL YOHNKA:	Yeah, just as we go through.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.

BILL YOHNKA:	Well, that’s fairly clear.  I’ll grab the microphone.  Tonight is a little bit of an update on a process that we started quite a while ago–several months ago–when we approved to engage the Lakota Group to do a study for directional signage in the City.  And, tonight we have a little bit of a preview as to what some of this is going to look like.  I think something that’s motivated me as we kind of do this is, ah, my son who’s seven years old and is a very proud Kankakeean and a  student at District 111 reminded me, “This is a beautiful, wonderful place.  You just have to remind people.”    And, I think a lot of this is reminding people that there is a lot to be proud of here.  So, ah, the process that’s involved with this, we originally kind of went into it thinking, okay, well we’re going to put up some signs on some of these light poles and that’s going to be it.  We’re going to tell people how to get places.  Well, there’s a lot more that went into it and we’ll see as we go through.  The first slide here is, ah, entryway signs.  These are a step up from the signs that we have on the entryways to the City now.  Now, keep in mind as we look at this, this was......the process was with the Lakota Group out of Chicago that does these projects for municipalities all over, mainly in the midwest.  Also, it was a partnership with the Kankakee Development Corporation.  A lot of these signs are going to be in the downtown area.  So, there’s going to be some cost sharing involved with the Kankakee Development Corporation and the Kankakee Development Corporation which I’m the Executive Director of is going to be the organization that goes out to bid for these in the relatively near future.  But, this........these are the entryway signs.  They’re about eleven feet long and you kind of see how they curve to make that arch.  Go ahead, Steve.  The next level of signage comes when you see signs like these that are directing you after you reach downtown as, in this case, because it says Downtown Kankakee on it.  The other ones will say Kankakee, Illinois.  And, there will be, in the process, thirty-some signs like these directing to all sorts of things from the Bradley House to parks, to the Lincoln Cultural Center, to the high school and junior high and to all sorts of–as you can see here–theaters, police and fire and the gym which would be the gym right across the street here.  So, these signs, ah, you know, took a lot of planning to get these strategically placed to direct people in the proper way that fits with the IDOT standards and make sure that they have plenty of time to make those decisions.  The finished product is gonna’ look something like this, but it will be larger than that.  This is kind of a little scaled down for our purposes here. Go ahead, Steve.  Ah, these are just some of the maps that we used to kind of show east side, west side.  There’s going to be different placements–go ahead to the next one–the north and the south entries to the City.  We also have signs........ some of these will have to be done in phases because we will use the existing poles where we have them, ah, in some locations there aren’t existing poles so we’ll have to make some arrangements there either with property at those locations or find another avenue of getting those signs in place.  Go ahead.  These are the next signs that you’ll going to see as you come into the City from the entry points as you get to the downtown area.  These are the downtown identifiers and you can see two different angles of them.  They’re four-sided pillars, make sure everyone can see okay.  Move this back just a little bit.  Probably blocking someone as we do that.  Ah, but, it’s also a spot on here for information, so there’s informational kiosks as this doubles as.  And, we blocked Alderman Tall I can see.  Okay.  Go ahead Steve.  Ah, as you come to the downtown area, ah, each of these labels on there represents a different sign so there’s been a lot of thought into................at this point, this is the sign that’s needed to direct you to the Post Office, to direct you to City Hall.  So, all those things have been planned out to the point of parking signs, street signs.  We’ll see those in just a second.  Go ahead Steve.  Leading to downtown, you’ll have signs that say Downtown Kankakee, pointing where to go.  There’ll be some icon signs.  That’s what that sign is there with the K and the downtown across it.  There’s also street signs that kind of match this whole program.  We’re looking for ways to save costs on this and, ah, as we do that, things like the street signs, maybe things that we can do internally.  Go ahead Steve.  There is the downtown emblem sign.  Go ahead.  Icon.  There’s also going to be signs for pedestrian walking.  In some areas downtown we’ll have these kind of, I would say old-fashioned, ah, directional signs for people on foot.  There’s also going to be informational kiosks.  These will be in a couple different places in the downtown area.  The informational kiosk will have some directional items on them, but also have a map.  This is where the businesses are listed.  This is where someone standing outside the library can see, okay, where can I go for lunch here if I’m outside.  If I just got off the train.  Where can I walk to to get a cup of coffee from here?  Where is the library from here?  Those sorts of things can all be on this informational kiosk.  And, that’s really all for this, Steve.  Thank you.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I have a couple questions Bill.  Does somebody have a question before me?  There indistinguishable these numbers.  I think they’re 17,000 cars go up and down Court Street every day.  75,000, I think, or 74,000 go up and down 57.  Isn’t it our mission to pull those people off 57 to bring ‘em to downtown, bring ‘em to our gas stations, bring them down, bring ‘em to City Hall, bring ‘em to, ah, the Court House? 

BILL YOHNKA:	Yes.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Okay.
BILL YOHNKA:	And, that’s something that is a whole separate part of a project being worked on, ah, Norm Strasma and the Community Foundation are working with Kankakee Development Corporation to, you know, right now if you come down 57, on 312 all you see is McDonald’s and Poor Boys.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Um huh (affirmative).  

BILL YOHNKA:	What we’re working on is to get a few more things that are down here listed on there so we have a full sign.  A lot of times, people make that assumption when they see those signs and they don’t see a lot of things on them, that not a lot is happening.  And, I know that I’m sensitive to that.  I don’t want it to look like that.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	But, Alderman, that’s a totally separate project.  To get businesses or entities on the state highway signs.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That is separate from this.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I understand.  But, I’m saying also, when somebody gets off of 57 at 312, 308, or West 17, we need to identify what’s in Kankakee.  Also, for example, the, ah, we did a thing out to Olivet back in the spring I think, for the bench and, I think, the bust of Dr. King.  How might you be able to incorporate that into pulling people off the 57 or coming down 17 to go to KCC?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I know that the Wright group, the Wright in Kankakee is working with the state and has that as location to place on the State signs.  But there’s very specific criteria on how that is done.  Maybe Mr. Tyson has more information on that.  But, I know that.....I.....I totally understand what you’re saying, but that really is almost the responsibility of the organization, the business or the entity rather than the City because of the costs involved.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	What.....

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	There’s all kinds of procedures involved.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	What have we done........it wasn’t too long ago we had a letter that came from Judy Thomas with the King Board.  I’m on a board as well.  Have we made any contact with Judy Thomas?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	She has not called to set up an appointment to talk about the signage out at KCC.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	That’s why she sent the letter, but I’ll make sure she calls and talks to Bill or Dave.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Um huh (affirmative).  To Bill.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Okay.  I’ll do that.

ALDERMAN COX:	Ah, I got a question.  

BILL YOHNKA:	Sure.

ALDERMAN COX:	You need one more, Court and Schuyler.  Arrow pointing toward the job center.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Well, you didn’t see them all.

ALDERMAN COX:	There are probably 30 of those with arrows pointing toward different places.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Right.  This is just a sample of one.

ALDERMAN COX:	But, they need one for the.......

CLERK DUMAS: 	For the Unemployment office.

BILL YOHNKA:	For the job search, yes.  And, there is some that point toward, ah, KCC location here and downtown so that’s part of directing people.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	There were many, many locations identified to be placed on the indistinguishable  

BILL YOHNKA:	The other..........this is just kind of the first phase of this and we saw those icons for the downtown area.  The next phase of this that we would want more input on as far as where they should go, we have come up with more of the..........the icons, I think, kind of  helped hide altogether as far as in using in neighborhoods.  This one is Sunnyside.  We have another one that kind of follows the same example, you know, one that would be for other neighborhoods like, say, Coachlight.  But, they would all, you know, and that’s........but the theme that carries through with each neighborhood is able to be identified and brought together.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Where is the........I see Coachlight, I see Sunnyside, I see Gracefield.  

BILL YOHNKA:	I see three examples.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Oh, okay.
BILL YOHNKA: 	They’re just examples.  indistinguishable the neighborhoods.  There are far too many to do all the neighborhoods right now.  And, there’s some neighborhoods, ah, I think Steve Bertrand’s pointing out, “Hey, does my neighborhood have a name?  I gotta’ make up a name for my neighborhood.”  So, there’s a few that are like that.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Two out of three were partially in your ward, Alderman.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman, could I have a little bit of credit?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I........I’m not..........all I’m saying..........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	indistinguishable the entire neighborhoods of the City of Kankakee.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Right outside Sunnyside, Gracefield and Coachlight there’s a place called Kankakee.  That’s all I’m sayin’.  That’s all I’m sayin’.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	It’s not only just that.  We need to be able..........I’m very in agreement with you Alderman.  Our main focus is to bring others into our community.  That’s the main focus and I’m gonna’ leave it at that.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.

BILL YOHNKA:	Any other questions?  

ALDERMAN STOKES:	You did a good job, Bill.

BILL YOHNKA:	Well, thank you.  I want to thank Alderman Faford for joining us on the committee.

ALDERMAN COX:	Where the bull fights gonna’ be?

BILL YOHNKA:	What’s that?

ALDERMAN COX:	The bull fights.

BILL YOHNKA:	We’re not gonna’ have ‘em.  Any other questions?

ALDERMAN COX:	How about cock fighting?

7:22 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:  	Roll call.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
PRESENT:  Brown; Hunter (Marycrest is here.); Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14) 
 
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Department Heads

CLERK DUMAS:
PRESENT:   Regnier; Young; Kambic; Bohlen; Power; Simms; Tyson; Banasiak; Bertrand; Yohnka (10) 
	ABSENT:   Cross; Gordon (2)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Moving on.  I will entertain a motion to approve the minutes from the July 2, meeting.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Are there any corrections, changes, deletions you need?  Hearing none, I move the minutes be approved as recorded.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Thompson to approve the minutes of the July 2, meeting.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF JULY 2, 2012
 
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The minutes are approved.  There are no Petitions.  Moving onto Communications, you’ll see a thank you note from Officer Walters’ wife for the kindness that the City showed the family in their time of need.  Ah, we’re moving onto requests for donations.  Alderman Davidson is requesting a donation for the Free Back To School Haircut Program.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, if we could try to consolidate these as best I can.  Ah, Alderman Davidson asked for 300 bucks and the, ah, the money requests are items 8B, D and I.  Is that correct?  Correct me if I’m wrong.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes, we are combining H and I together for one request.  One donation.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	That’s right.  And, that’ll be $300.00 for that church, okay?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That is correct.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Move that we approve those requests as stated by yours truly and the Mayor.
ALDERMAN JONES: 	Second it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Jones to approve requests for items 8B, D, H and I combined for $300.00 each.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (How much money is in this fund?
MAYOR EPSTEIN:  I think we set aside–I want to say $15,000 for Community Promotions.   ALDERMAN COX: Thank you.) 14

ALDERMAN GLENN DAVIDSON IS REQUESTING A DONATION FOR THE FREE 
BACK-TO-SCHOOL HAIRCUT PROGRAM - 2012           $300.00

ILLINOIS GOLD TRACK CLUB IS REQUESTING A DONATION FOR THE 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP IN HOUSTON, TEXAS               $300.00

INTERNATIONAL HEALING AND DELIVERANCE CENTER IS REQUESTING A 
DONATION AND INVITATION TO THEIR ANNUAL “CHURCHES UNITED MUSIC 
FEST” AT BIRD PARK, 893 WEST STATION STREET, ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 3, 2012, 
AND SATURDAY, AUGUST 4, 2012, FROM 12:00 NOON UNTIL 7:00 P.M.
Combined with the following:
INTERNATIONAL HEALING AND DELIVERANCE CENTER IS REQUESTING A 
DONATION FOR ADBOOK FOR THE “CHURCHES UNITED MUSIC FEST” - 2012
$300.00

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, I move that we, approve the tag days of 8C, E, F and G.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Thompson to approve tag days for items 8C.......			

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	E, F and G.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	No, F is a noise permit.  And, G.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Oh, I’m sorry.  Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Wait, let me go back to the second page.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	That’s right.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  That’s it.
ALDERMAN HUNTER:	That’s it.  You’re right.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion made by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Thompson.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

ILLINOIS GOLD TRACK CLUB IS REQUESTING A TAG DAY ON FRIDAY, 
JULY 21, 2012, WITH A RAIN DATE ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 10, 2012

RIVERVIEW HISTORIC DISTRICT IS REQUESTING A STREET BLOCKAGE OF THE 
600 BLOCK OF SOUTH CHICAGO AVENUE BETWEEN RIVER STREET AND EAGLE AVENUE ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 26, 2012, FROM 2:00 P.M. UNTIL 7:00 P.M. FOR A NEIGHBORHOOD BLOCK PARTY

INTERNATIONAL HEALING AND DELIVERANCE CENTER IS REQUESTING 
PERMISSION TO HOST A TAG DAY ON FRIDAY, JULY 27, 2012, WITH A RAIN 
DATE OF SATURDAY, JULY 28, 2012 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Now we have noise permits remaining.  Items F, J and K.

ALDERMAN COX:	So moved.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by...........I heard it over here.  Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Seconded by Alderman Hunter to approve the permits requested for F, J and K.  All those in favor aye, opposed, same sign.

KANKAKEE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS REQUESTING A PARKING LOT CLOSURE AT 165 NORTH INDIANA AVENUE, AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF OAK STREET AND INDIANA AVENUE ON SATURDAY, JULY 28, 2012, FROM 8:00 A.M. UNTIL 8:00 P.M. FOR THE FRENCH HERITAGE MUSEUM OPENING

TWANNA CAMPBELL IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT AND STREET BLOCKAGE 
OF THE 400 BLOCK OF SOUTH LINCOLN AVENUE, FROM THE CORNER OF HICKORY STREET AND LINCOLN AVENUE TO THE ALLEY OF LINCOLN AVENUE AND BOURBONNAIS STREET, ON SATURDAY, JULY 21, 2012, FROM 2:00 P.M. UNTIL 10:00 P.M., FOR A FAMILY MEMORIAL CELEBRATION

COMMUNITY CHURCH OF HOLINESS IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT AND 
STREET BLOCKAGE OF THE VACANT LOT IN THE 400 BLOCK OF NORTH 
INDIANA AVENUE (THE ENTRANCE OF THE ALLEY ON NORTH HARRISON 
AVENUE AND NORTH INDIANA AVENUE), ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 4, 2012, 
AND SUNDAY, AUGUST 5, 2012, FROM 8:00 A.M. UNTIL 9:00 P.M. 
FOR THE 2012 GOSPEL FEST  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The motion carries.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Kim, you heard all those people voting for your request?

KIM LOVE:	Yes, I did.  And, I want to thank everybody.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Moving onto Standing Committees.  Economic Development.  Alderman Linneman.  

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 	Information’s in the packet–what we talked about.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Public Safety.  Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Self-explanatory.

ALDERMAN COX:	Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	Where did all that overtime come from?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Pardon me?

ALDERMAN COX:	Police Department.  All that overtime?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	For the Police Department?  Well, we’ve had a lot of, ah, incidents that need to be investigated, Alderman.  And, it costs money.  Chief Regnier, did you have anything to add to that?

CHIEF REGNIER:	indistinguishable details that we ran in the areas where we’re having indistinguishable  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	That was shared with community members as well, too, during the meeting.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Budget Committee.  Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BARON: 	Ah, Mayor, we had an initial discussion of the basic financials.  The significant financial numbers that we look at every money.  The true significant one are the sales tax payment from the State of Illinois was for June, $1.5 million which was somewhat in keeping with our expectations.  And, ah, the amount owed from the Department of Revenue for income tax is now for March, April, May and June as of the day of the meeting.  We are creeping toward that magic million dollar mark, $910,000.00 is the amount that had been determined that we are owed by the State having yet been paid.  Then, another item that we discussed–the highlight that we discussed at the meeting was an agreement–a program with the State of Illinois Comptroller referred to as the Debt Recovery Program.  This is something we had Kris Schmitz from the City  attend a  State meeting where this was rolled out and explained to us.  Ah, this is a program whereby the, ah, those that owe the City of Kankakee money, including parking tickets, fines, fees, utility fees, judgements and any outstanding amounts due to the City can  be obtained from the State of Illinois in the event the State of Illinois owes money to those particular individuals. And, they could owe money to them by way of, the most common way would be the State tax refund which is a traditional way that child support can be obtained from.....for somebody who is behind.  Ah, or commercial payments like if someone has a contract with the State of Illinois and they’re due money from the state.  Lottery winnings, unfortunately not a lot, or state payroll check if someone is a state employee.  If somebody meets that definition and if someone owes the City of Kankakee money, we can certify that to the State of Illinois.  In certifying that, we would be.....we would have to show that the debtor has been given an opportunity to object to it and that there’s been a determination made that they actually owe the money.  Ah, we give it to them.  The debtor, the state then, the Comptroller’s Office then gives the debtor 60 days to object to it.  The state sends out the notice that we’re going to keep this amount of money from the amount that’s due to you and hand it over to the City unless you object within 60 days.  If they do object, the hearing officer, ah, will then determine whether or not it’s a valid debt, whether or not it’s a valid objection.  There are........as part of this program, there are no debts that would be handled by the Comptroller that are more than seven years old.  And, I don’t know if that’s an arbitrary figure or that’s.........you know, there are statute of limitations on ability to collect money.  This is probably a...........anything significantly older than that you’re not going to collect any.  But, anyway, that’s.......that’s the limitation on it.  And if they’re.........if the debtor owes more than one jurisdiction, like, you know, the School District and the City, it’s the oldest one that’s paid first.   Just like a garnishment. The oldest one’s paid first.  And, then they’re paid down all the way.  And, then they go to the second one.  But, of course, it still has to fit within that seven year limitation.  So, that’s the program.  Ah, it’s funded. $15.00 transaction fee that’s taken out of the debtor’s funds.  We don’t have to mail the check into the Comptroller.  It seems like a no-lose situation.  The Budget Committee discussed it at length and unanimously felt like it was an excellent idea.  In order to enact it from our part, we need to authorize and Mayor and Clerk to enter into an intergovernmental agreement between the City and State of Illinois Comptroller’s Office.  So, ah, to put this matter on the table–matter out there, I would move that we authorize the City and the Mayor and City Clerk, to sign this intergovernmental agreement authorizing the program that I’ve just described.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I’ll second that and I have a question on the motion.  Ah, I didn’t realize that you couldn’t go back further than seven years.  During the Budget Committee, I don’t know if that came up.  

ALDERMAN BARON: 	It was in the.......it was in what was handed out to us and is part of the agreement.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Okay.  I may have missed that.  Question Corporation Counsel, maybe even Assistant Corporation Counsel.  Recently, we had a situation in which Alderman Brown, Alderman Tall and yours truly were in a meeting and there was some discussion regarding some arrears–some substantial arrears.  And, it appears that some of those, ah, arrears dated back more than...than seven years.  So, ah, we can’t..........this wouldn’t be......that wouldn’t be eligible for us to retrieve that money.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Remember Alderman, the State has set the criteria for this program.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Yeah, I understand.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.

ATTORNEY POWER:	With regard to what you’re talking about, I was at that meeting.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Yeah, you were.

ATTORNEY POWER:	Although there are some that are more than seven years old, there are substantial amounts that are much less.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Between the present and seven years, you’re saying?

ATTORNEY POWER:	Yes.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Okay.  I didn’t........I wasn’t........I didn’t understand how far those went back.

ATTORNEY POWER:	That particular individual, the claims that will be turned in for that person, ah, none will be older than seven.  indistinguishable    

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Okay, good.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Ah, we have a motion by Alderman Baron and a second by Alderman Hunter to enter into.....to execute the intergovernmental agreement between the Illinois Office of the Comptroller and the City for the Debt Recovery Program.  Are there any other questions?

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	What do we do with the debt owed older than seven years?  Do we have a plan for that or are we just going to write those off?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Some of those–it depends on what the nature of the claim is.  Some of those are liens so their property is liened for those amounts.  Or they’re code violation, sewer bills or solid waste bills.  Others are in collection, meaning they are active.  We have judgements against those on those claims and from time to time we bring those persons back to court to see if they have assets to collect from.  

ALDERMAN COX:	Ah, Mayor, I didn’t...........Mr. Bohlen, ah, straighten me out.  You say after seven years you can’t get ‘em?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	No, in this program, the state doesn’t take anything more than seven years old.

ALDERMAN COX:	Then can the City?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Yes.

ALDERMAN COX:	Thank you.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Will you.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Thompson.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	.....continue to.........those that are, ah, that are old, just far out there, would you continue on collections with those?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Absolutely.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Sure.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Once a debt to the City, always a debt, Alderman.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Okay.  I’m just.........I’m just makin’ sure.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Oh, yeah, we’re not stopping any.........it doesn’t change anything we’re currently doing.  It’s just one more means of collecting the money.  One more way to enforce it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We have a motion and a second.  Any other questions?  Let’s do a roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE ILLINOIS OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER AND THE 
CITY OF KANKAKEE REGARDING ACCESS TO THE COMPTROLLER’S LOCAL 
DEBT RECOVERY PROGRAM

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Thank you.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, is there a possibility that you could ah, ah, direct Corporation Counsel to put some kind of notice in the print and electronic mediums to address this thing ‘cause some people may come forward sooner.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman, prior........prior to submitting those names, the people are notified by letter.....

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Yeah, I know about that one.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	....that this is going to happen which gives them the opportunity to come in and pay that debt before it is forwarded to the State.  

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	And, we’ll also do a press release.  Perhaps that may garner interest.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Okay.

ALDERMAN TALL:	Mayor Epstein.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Tall.  

ALDERMAN TALL:	Before we move on, I’d just like to, ah, cancel the meeting for the Code Department for this coming Thursday, July 19.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  Did everyone hear that?  The Code meeting is canceled.  The Clerk will publish a cancellation notice in the paper and Alderman....

ALDERMAN TALL:	By majority.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	...........You’ll just keep your August meeting intact then?

ALDERMAN TALL:	Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  Thank you.  Alderman Baron are you done?

ALDERMAN BARON: 	We had nothing else in Budget.  Thank you.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  Thank you.  Ah, moving onto Report of Officers.  I need a motion to pay the bills.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	I move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $1,127,921.76.

ALDERMAN TALL:	I second the motion.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the payment of the bills.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  
	ABSTAIN:    Stokes (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $1,127,921.76

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Thank you. Moving on, there is no New Business.  There is no Unfinished Business.  Moving onto Motions and Resolutions, ah, tonight we have a bittersweet recognition.  Assistant Chief Dave Harmon is retiring–has retired I guess.  Today was a vacation day, ah, from the City of Kankakee after 28 years of serving the residents of our community.  And, I’m going to ask him to step forward so I can read this Resolution.  Ah, there was a reception held for him in his honor on Friday afternoon.  He received numerous accolades, ah, for a young man who started out cooking at the Homestead, answered an ad to be a City Firefighter and had served and has done which the Resolution will speak to, every job in the Fire Department moving up to Assistant Chief.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	That’s how he got his culinary expertise.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s how he did.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I just want to say for the record, we had, ah, quite an affair at one of the fire stations recently in which Assistant Chief Harmon laid it out for us, so I see where you got your expertise from. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Although I did see in the paper that Terry said he could come back.

DAVE HARMON:	He wants me to be a bus boy.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	You have to start at the bottom again.  Dave, do you want to come forward?

UNKNOWN:	indistinguishable  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: I think he’s gone.  Is your wife and family here?  They can come forward, too.

DAVE HARMON:	indistinguishable scattered across the state after Friday, but I have my wife and my daughter here.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Well, good, why don’t you have them forward, too?.

DAVE HARMON:	Okay.  She’s trying to figure out the camera.
 
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Well, we have the official photographers here.  So.  This is Resolution Number 2012 - 15 This is in recognition of the retirement of Assistant Fire Chief David Harmon from the City of Kankakee Fire Department.   Whereas, David Harmon has served the City of Kankakee for twenty-eight years with dedication, distinction, and bravery.  He began his career with the Kankakee Fire Department on July 17, 1984, as a Certified (several portable radios sound) Perfect. Firefighter II.  He advanced in his career through education and hard work, thereby attaining the following classifications: EMT-A in 1985; Advanced Firefighter III in 1986; EMT-I in 1987; EMT-P in 1988; First Class Firefighter in 1988; Lieutenant in 1992; and Captain in 2000.  He was promoted to Assistant Chief in 2004; and WHEREAS,the list of certifications, awards, and training which Assistant Chief Harmon has procured is extensive and impressive.  Not only does he oversee all fire investigations in the City, as well as assist in the administration of the Fire Department budget and grant writing, he also manages the Department’s network and technologies; and WHEREAS, he is a respected and valued team player who has the ability to lead and provide a strong role model to his fellow firefighters.  In 1997 a vote of his peers awarded him “Outstanding Investigator”; and  WHEREAS, during the past twenty-eight years Assistant Chief David Harmon has exemplified not only strong leadership ability, but, like all firefighters, a concern for others and a willingness to help them .  His character speaks for itself, as witnessed by the speech which he gave on December 6, 2004, when he was promoted to Assistant Fire Chief: And, I quote, “I go to bed every night and I wake up every morning thinking about what I and the rest of this department can do to better serve the City.  It is a huge responsibility.  I’ve been here for twenty years.  I came on here as a nozzle man, a guy doing CPR, handled almost every position throughout this department.  When I came, I thought the two most important spots on this job were Chief and Assistant Chief.  But, after 20 years, I finally realized the two most important jobs are the nozzle man and the guy doing CPR.  Now it’s my job to support them every way that I can to make sure they have the tools, the training to do that job the best they can, and that’s what I fully intend to do. I know it’s a huge responsibility;” and WHEREAS, Assistant Chief Harmon’s family has been a backbone of support to him throughout his entire career.  He and his wife Beth have five children, Melissa, Melinda, Mackenzi, Mason, and Madison, and three grandchildren, Avery, Evan, and Elliot; and THEREFORE, be it resolved, that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Kankakee hereby express their great appreciation to Assistant Chief David Harmon for his commitment and distinguished service to our community, and extend best wishes upon his retirement.  Our City has indeed been blessed to call David Harmon one of our own. Adopted this 16th day of July, 2012.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Motion to approve.

ALL:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, unanimous second by all the rest of the Council.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

RESOLUTION IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIREMENT OF ASSISTANT FIRE 
CHIEF DAVID HARMON FROM THE CITY OF KANKAKEE FIRE DEPARTMENT

MAYOR EPSTEN:	We’re approved.

DAVE HARMON:	I know it’s been a long meeting, so I’ll keep it real brief.  I know we covered a lot of things Friday afternoon so I think the only thing I have to do is thank the people who helped get me where I am.  First of all, my wife and my family ‘cause you all know you can’t do a job like this without that kind of support.  I want to thank every firefighter who showed up supporting me over the years, the guys who came tonight, the guys who didn’t, I thank them also.  Ah, I still think they’re the most important people in this department right now and it’s our job to support them.  I’ve done the best I can to help the Chief do that over the last 7 years. Obviously I want to thank Chief for being my friend and mentor for the last 28 years, spending all the time he has teaching me how to be a Chief, a better Chief.  Showing me the ropes as we move up through the administration.  Invaluable, you know, invaluable help.  I couldn’t have did it without you.  I want to thank Assistant Chief Perkins for stepping up and making me feel confident that I could do this and he’d still be here to fill my shoes and assist the Chief as well as he has been and will.  And, again, I want to thank the Council, the Mayor for putting her trust and faith in me.  The Mayor’s entire staff who I’ve worked with over the years through good and bad times, the entire Council.  I don’t know what else I can say, but I appreciate your support.  The City’s been great for my family.  We try to give something back, as much as we could.  And, I think we have.  I just want to say thanks to all of you again.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  The last item on the agenda this evening is a Resolution celebrating Ionia Foster’s 90th birthday.  And, I would like a motion to approve the Resolution.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I so move.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Stokes.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign. 

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING IONIA FOSTER

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The Resolution celebrating her on her 90th birthday is approved and I believe Alderman Hunter is going to present it at a birthday party....

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Saturday.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	...Saturday.  Ah, before we go to Comments and Questions, we will need an Executive Session this evening to discuss Pending Litigation–Probable Litigation and I believe we have some minutes that need to be approved.  We’ll go to Aldermen’s Comments and Questions quickly.

ALDERMAN COX:	Mayor.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Real quick Mayor.

ALDERMAN COX:	Mayor, I got two things.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	I got two things.  Ah, I picked up some smoke alarms made in China, the batteries was put in backwards.  We got products Made in America.  Number two, Louis Burrell have received several tickets for grass cutting.  Property he does not own.  Code and the Legal Department need to check that out.  100 block North Wildwood.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  

ATTORNEY POWER:	Call the address at the office if your would and I’ll check it.

ALDERMAN COX:	Pardon?

ATTORNEY POWER:	Call the address into the office and I’ll check it out.

ALDERMAN COX:	indistinguishable 100 block North Wildwood.

ATTORNEY POWER:	Thank you.

ALDERMAN COX:	And, leave it on my answering machine.  Ah, 100 block North Wildwood.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay, thank you.  Alderman Hunter, did you have a.........

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Just real quick Mayor, I know we discussed this on numerous occasions about a fire that transpired 1900 block of, ah, East Court Street on February 15, 2011, at an auto repair and the bowling alley there.  That has been, ah, it looks terrible.  It is in disrepair.  There’s still bricks and the walls look bad, ah, and I’m hoping that we can take some initiative to take care of that problem sooner rather than later.  I’ve had the people from, especially Marycrest, and I had a buddy of mine who I went to college with in New Mexico wanted to know, what happened at that corner?  I said, well we’re workin’ on it.  And, it’s.........looks real bad when you walk into.........or drive into the City of Kankakee and you see that dilapidated, ah, remnants of that edifice there as well as the, ah, ah, the western wall of the bowling alley.  So.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I agree with you, Alderman.  And, as I said to you, that structure had no insurance.  The City spent $25,000.00 of taxpayer money to demolish that building.  Ah, we did lien the property.  We do have some people who are maybe interested in redeveloping, ah, of that block.  So, we.....it’s not something we’ve neglected.  At this point, it’s just a work in process and I will certainly, ah, you and I have spoken many times.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Yes, we have.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	And, ah, I hesitate to spend more money on something that could easily come down in the near future.
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ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Well, there’re other areas where we’ve town down buildings as well, too, at taxpayer’s expense.  I’m just saying to you, it looks terrible when you come into Kankakee from the east.  We have money in Special Service Area for that particular area and I’d like to see that taken care of.  You’re already spending personal services dollars, ah, at Environmental Services whereby they can sand-blast and take some of that rock away.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	They have tried to do some of that, Alderman, and unfortunately, the fire, the burn on that fire really is not as simple as just sand-blasting that facade.  But, I will look into it for you.

ALDERMAN COX:	indistinguishable 1st Ward.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Any other questions?

ALDERMAN COX:	You’ve got plenty of white paint.  Paint it white.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  Motion to go into Executive Session.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Ah, Mayor, excuse me.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	I just want to say a few things.  We got a...........Court Street is lookin’ real good.  They doin’ a fantastic job.  Ah, we wasn’t.....we wasn’t able to get a portion of it done.  We got a good segment of it done.  And, Mr. Bill Yohnka is talkin’ about these new signs.  So, those are some positive things that we startin’ to see and when we get those positive things, we get people start realizin’ and recognizin’, hey we do have somethin’.  And, you’re right Mr. Yohnka, we do have something here.  We just have to get it out there.  And, Alderman Hunter, you’re right, we do need to bring that....the  people that drive on 57 to come through 17 to cut through Kankakee, you know, all of that needs to be goin’ on.  And, I just want to thank who’s ever behind all of this.  Mr. Tyson, thank you, sir.  Ah, one other thing, the Police Department I’ve noticed in our Wards, we gettin’ them to walk a little bit.  And, I mean, nothin’ negative.  I’m not speakin’ about, I’m just sayin’ we startin’ to see things goin’ on that we’ve never seen before.  At least I haven’t.  And, I’m startin’ to get feedback from the people in my ward about this.  So, I wanted to bring to the Council tonight and just express what I’ve been getting to give it back.  To let you know.  Thank you.  This is goin’ on.....this is happenin’.  Our community is startin’ to perk up.  At least it feel like we are.  And, thank you.  Thank you.  That’s it.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion to go in Executive Session.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:	So moved.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Thompson.  All those in favor, aye.  All those opposed, nay.

MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
								PROBABLE LITIGATION
								REVIEW OF MINUTES

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We are in Executive Session.  Please clear the Council Chambers.
											
											7:50 P.M.



											8:00 P.M


MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We’re back in Open Session.  And, then we’ll need a motion to adjourn.

ALDERMAN TALL:	Motion to adjourn.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Faford.  All those in favor, aye.  

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Nobody wants to adjourn?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Nobody wants to adjourn? Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We are adjourned.
											8:00 P.M.
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