CITY OF KANKAKEE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
AUGUST 6, 2012       7:01 P.M.


MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I’d like to call this meeting to order and ask I’d like to ask Pastor Randy Caswell from First Assembly of God Church to come forward to lead us in the prayer and then Pastor is also going to lead us in the Pledge.

PASTOR CASWELL:	Thank you, Mayor.  Heavenly Father, we thank You for this day and Lord, we thank You for this time that we can come.  And Lord, as this Council is about to convene, they’re asking You for wisdom to govern this City.  And, Lord, it does take wisdom that comes from You.  And, I pray that You will give this tonight.  Lord, and I pray Father, not only just for our Mayor and for this Council, but also, pray for others that are in leadership over this community.  For the ones of our Police Department and our Fire Department, Lord, we pray for safety upon them and also the ones that they serve.  And, Lord, tonight as they are trying to make decisions, I also pray for our unity.  It may not be in our beliefs or philosophy, but it can be in fellowship of brotherhood of one another.  And, Lord, I pray that Your favor will be with them in this very evening.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you Pastor.
 
PASTOR CASWELL:	If you turn with me.

PASTOR CASWELL AND ALL:	Pledge of Allegiance.	

PASTOR CASWELL:	Thank you, Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you very much.  At this time I would like to move into the Public Comment portion of the evening.  Ah, when your name is called, please come forward and direct your comments to the Mayor. Comments are limited to five minutes. No personal attacks upon City Council members, staff, or other persons in attendance or absent will be permitted.  In addition, discussion of matters which are currently under legal review will not be permitted.  The first person on the list, Donald Hill.

DONALD HILL:	Good evening everybody.  My purpose here today is, ah, to ask the City to, ah, help us to, ah, with funds, ah, for travel fees to, ah, Quad City, Iowa and to possible host a bowl game right here in Pioneer Park.  
		
ALDERMAN COX:	Old Fair.

DONALD HILL:	Old Fair.  I’m sorry, ah, with a bowl game for our football team–semi-pro football team.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 	What is the name of the team?

DONALD HILL:	Kankakee County Chargers.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Mr. Hill, I believe that your request is on the agenda for tonight.

DONALD HILL:	Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes.  And, we will act on it when we get to that portion of the meeting.  

DONALD HILL:	Okay.	

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Did you have anything else you’d like to add?

DONALD HILL:	Ah, no that’s basically my purpose here today. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  Thank you.  Adrienne Walker.

ADRIENNE WALKER:	Good evening, Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Good evening.

ADRIENNE WALKER: 	My name is Adrienne Walker and I’m here because, ah, my question is, did you know that there is a bedbug epidemic in the City of Kankakee?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I can’t say that I did.

ADRIENNE WALKER:	Okay.  Well, there is.  Behind K-Mart, the low-income projects, the whole town is infested with these bedbugs.  My granddaughter is 21 years old.  She saved her money, got her first apartment in May and we are now moving her out because the apartment was infested with bedbugs and the bad part was the that the landlord knew that his apartment was infested.  And, the reason why is because a young lady told her, Girl, if I had known you were gonna’ move there, I’da’ told you not to move ‘cause that apartment is filled with bedbugs.  I don’t have ‘em and I don’t wanna’ get ‘em, but my thing is, this is about education.  Everybody keeps tellin’ me that they’re all over the state.  I don’t live all over the state.  I live in Kankakee.  Miss Dumas told me that she was aware that we had ‘em.  But, my question is, what are we gonna’ do about it?  Yes, they’er in Disney World and all of this but  my questions is, what are we gonna’ do?  And, let me tell you about my landlord.  I love my landlord.  He educated.  When I went to go pay my rent the other day, he gave me a paper.  This is how bad they are.  He gave me a paper to tell me, don’t go to these garage sales.  Be careful buying used stuff and the other thing that they’re sayin’, they’re on the Metro.  They’re in the taxi cabs.  I wanted to go see Media Witness Protection.  I wouldn’t go ‘cause they said they at the show.  And, my question is, what are we gonna’ do?  I know, Miss Dumas told me it’s a Public Health thing, but my thing is, is this a Public Health thing or is this our problem?  And, nobody’s givin’ a solution.  I will tell you that my landlord gave me a name of some stuff.  I went to the Health Department and got it.  It cost $6.00.  Eucalyptus oil.  And, they’re sayin’, use this stuff and it gets rid of them.  But, I would like to see–they say it’s a Public Health office but I don’t know if the Public Health, it’s a piece of paper that tells you what to do.  And, I think this is about education.  And, Mayor, school is gettin’ ready to start.  So now they’re goin’ to be transported through children sittin’ on the busses and stuff.  And, so, I’m a little concerned.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Miss Walker.  I appreciate your concern.  It’s the first that I’ve heard that it’s to this extent.  

ADRIENNE WALKER:	Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	And.....

ADRIENNE WALKER:	They on Facebook talkin’ about this.  They.......so I don’t know how you didn’t.  I don’t mean to be.....  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I’m not a Facebook person.

ADRIENNE WALKER:	They talkin’ about it on Facebook.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s fine.  We will look into this and, you know, I don’t know whether it’s a Health Department, whether it’s a Code issue, whether it’s on private property so therefore it becomes a landlord issue.  Ah, but, I want to appreciate you bringing it to our attention tonight.

ADRIENNE WALKER:	Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.

ALDERMAN COX:	Excuse me.  Where you live at?  What’s your address?

ADRIENNE WALKER:	Where do I live.  I live on River Street

ALDERMAN COX:	Where’s the problem at?

ADRIENNE WALKER:	I live on River Street in a house–a very clean house.  But, my thing is, you takin’ ‘em and you movin’ ‘em around.  You’re movin’.........

ALDERMAN COX: 	The address of the property.  The address of the property.

ADRIENNE WALKER:	The kids–young kids are sayin’ they’re behind the bricks which is behind K-Mart.  But they said they all over the west side of Kankakee, they’re sayin’ they’re in the low income projects, they’re in senior citizens houses, they’re over the whole City.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Miss Walker.  Randy Knickerbocker.

ADRIENEE WALKER:	Thank you.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:	Good afternoon.  I’m Randy Knickerbocker.  I’ve actually got three pictures.  I’d like to hand one to this side, one to this side and bring up one if I could.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  Thank you.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:	You’re welcome.  Seems every time I’m up here I’m complaining, so I’m going to start this out.........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Well, people usually don’t come to say, kudos, so.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:	Well, that’s really a shame ‘cause I’m here to say today, Court Street really looks great.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Oh, thank you.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:	You guys have done some marvelous things with music in your town this year.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:	Last weekend was good.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes, it was.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:	And, ah, so I don’t just always like to come up here and just complain.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Now to complain.
RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:	Now you get the complaint.  Okay. This has to do with the old crematorium again.  Ah, mowed...... the grass was mowed once so far this year.  Ah, I’m sure that if your neighbor only mowed his grass once and he lived in the City, he’d get a letter or he’d  get somethin’.  Because I do remember when I was remodeling a house and I got my citation for not having my dumpster removed and a new one brought in quick enough.  This has been going on how many years?  Seven?  Could be even eight years now.  The guy rescinded his permit last fall.  I came here–I believe it was either late February or early March.  Somethin’ was ‘sposed to be done.  It’s August.  And, the place just keeps getting further downhill.  Even that picture I brought,  that’s an old  picture ‘cause it still has the crematorium furnace in it.  The grass looks better in that picture–actually that picture doesn’t do this place justice.  It makes it look too nice.  That grass is not short like that.  And, you can see in the picture the infamous hill that the Bobcat that we all talked about at the last meeting–it’s still there.  So, I don’t know how that Bobcat took it down and maybe they brought it back.  I don’t understand.  But, that’ proof positive that it was never leveled out like........ like the Council was told.  And, ah, it’s just really.........I can’t do anything with my property other than mow my grass until this property something happens with it, if I want to sell my property, nobody’ll buy it.  If I want to put a house on it, nobody’s going to buy that house with that place like that.  So, I’m just comin’ to you again to see if there’s something more you can do and ask you..........’cause I understand it’s on the east side, way out there.  The only ones who go out that way are the ones cutting through Splear Road to get around town, so.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We’ll look into it Mr. Knickerbocker.  I.......I wasn’t aware of the condition of the property at this time.  We’ll speak to Code and Legal Department and see what we can do.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	What has.......what has happened already Randy–thanks again–you may recall that I was on the right side of the issue–on the right side.  We talked about that.  I also talked with, ah, Mr. Banasiak, our Code Director, ah, last week I think after we talked and I physically went out there to take a look at it and I concur with your assessment of what it looks like, so.  Ah, he has made the referral to Environmental Services, Public Works, to address that, to go in and cut it.  But, we may have to do some hand work out there because of  all the rocks and stuff out there.  So, we’ll see what they can do.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:	Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.

RANDY KNICKERBOCKER:	Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay, that concludes the Public Comment portion of the meeting.  Ah, Clerk Dumas, roll call.

7:13 P.M.

CLERK DUMAS:
PRESENT:  Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:
PRESENT:   Regnier; Young; Spice; Bohlen; Power; Doyle; Tyson; Banasiak; Cross;  Bertrand; Yohnka (11)
	ABSENT:   Gordon (1) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  I will entertain a motion to approve the Council minutes from the July 16, 2012, meeting.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, does anybody have any, ah, objections, deletions, recommendations regarding minute changes?  Hearing none, move they be approved as recorded.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, second by Alderman Thompson to approve the July 16, 2012, meeting.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF  JULY 16, 2012
 
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The minutes are approved.  There are no Petitions.  Under Communications, the first item is a thank you letter from the NAACP for the donation that the Council made.  Ah, I always like to let you see the thank you notes.  I think it’s very kind when either citizens or groups send us notes.  Ah, the next three items–four items, B, C, D and E are requesting donations, ah, from the Council and I would like to consolidate those.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Motion to approve.

ALDERMAN JONES: 	I second it.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 	Mayor, before we consolidate them.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 	Item E for the Kankakee Chargers, there was no amount that they requested.  Make a motion for the amount of $300.00. 

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Same as the others.  Yeah, there’s not problem.  No problem.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We will add the amount of $300.00 to item E.  So, we have items B, C, D and E, ah, requesting donations.  We will need a roll call for those four items.  

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14) 

KANKAKEE COUNTY HISPANIC PARTNERSHIP, INC. IS REQUESTING AN EDUCATIONAL GIFT SPONSORSHIP (LEVEL 2 - $300.00) FOR THE 8TH ANNUAL HISPANIC-LATINO HERITAGE MONTH EDUCATIONAL GIFT  AWARDS AND 
RECEPTION TO BE HELD ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2012

KANKAKEE VALLEY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA AND KANKAKEE VALLEY YOUTH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA ARE REQUESTING A $250.00 AD PURCHASE FOR THEIR 
2012-2013 CONCERT PROGRAM BOOKLET

KANKAKEE HIGH SCHOOL BOOSTER/PTO CLUB IS REQUESTING A $150.00 
DISPLAY SIGN PURCHASE FOR THE 2012-2013 SCHOOL YEAR

KANKAKEE COUNTY CHARGERS SEMI-PRO FOOTBALL TEAM IS REQUESTING 
A DONATION TOWARD THEIR TRAVELING EXPENSES FOR THE WORLD BOWL 
GAME IN SEPTEMBER, 2012 ($300.00)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  The next items on the agenda, F, G, H, I, J, K, L, M, N and O are a variety of street closures, noise requests and tag days.  I would like to consolidate those items into one motion.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Hearing no objections, I move they be approved as submitted.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Thompson to approve the items in question.  Under Item K, I want it noted for the record that this is a noise permit only.  It does not allow the sale or consumption of liquor.  Roll call, please.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

RIVERSIDE MEDICAL CENTER IS SUBMITTING A REVISED  APPLICATION  FOR 
STREET BLOCKAGE OF WALL STREET AT THE  INTERSECTION OF RIVERSIDE HOSPITAL AND BUTTERFIELD TRAIL AND BUTTERFIELD TRAIL TO NORTH 
MAIN AVENUE ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 25, 2012, FROM 5:30 P.M. UNTIL 
6:30 P.M., FOR THEIR 5K RUN
	
ST. JOHN UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 1045 WEST RIVER STREET IS 
REQUESTING STREET BLOCKAGE OF RUTLEDGE AVENUE FROM  ENOS 
AVENUE TO RIVER STREET ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 26, 2012,  FROM 6:00 A.M. 
UNTIL 6:00 P.M., FOR THEIR SUMMERFEST

GRACEFIELD SUBDIVISION RESIDENTS ARE REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT 
AND STREET BLOCKAGE OF WEST HAWKINS STREET FROM  SOUTH MAIN 
AVENUE TO SOUTH MCKINLEY AVENUE ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 25, 2012, 
FROM 5:00 P.M. UNTIL 8:00 P.M., WITH A RAIN DATE OF  SUNDAY, AUGUST 
26, 2012, FOR THEIR FOURTH ANNUAL  SUBDIVISION  OUTDOOR PARTY

MICAELA ADAMS IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT AND STREET  
BLOCKAGE OF BRIGHTON STREET FROM 1404 SOUTH FOURTH  AVENUE 
TO THE ALLEYWAY ON BRIGHTON STREET ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 25, 
2012, FROM 2:00 P.M. UNTIL 8:00 P.M., FOR A BLOCK PARTY

DIANA RAMIREZ OF 253 SOUTH ROSEWOOD AVENUE IS REQUESTING A 
NOISE PERMIT ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 11, 2012, FROM 10:00 A.M. UNTIL 
10:00 P.M., FOR A BAPTISM CELEBRATION

KANKAKEE RIVER NORTH AT 555 SOUTH WEST AVENUE IS REQUESTING 
A NOISE PERMIT ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 10, 17, 24, AND 31, 2012, FROM 
7:00 P.M. UNTIL 12:00 A.M., FOR OUTSIDE ENTERTAINMENT

PLEASANT GROVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH IS REQUESTING 
PERMISSION TO HOST A PARADE ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 11, 2012, BEGINNING AT 12:00 P.M., TO KICK OFF THEIR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATION IS REQUESTING PERMISSION TO 
HOST A TAG DAY ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 25, 2012


KANKAKEE COLTS YOUTH FOOTBALL AND CHEERLEADING TEAM  IS 
REQUESTING PERMISSION TO HOST A TAG DAY ON SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 
8, 2012, WITH A RAIN DATE OF SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2012

KANKAKEE KIWANIS CLUB IS REQUESTING PERMISSION TO HOST
THEIR ANNUAL “PEANUT DAY” TAG DAY ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2012

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Thank you.  Standing Committees.  License and Franchise.  Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	The minutes are contained in your books.  There is one action item on there.  And, with that action item, we amended Chapter 4, Section 4-47(g), which means basically that’s a Class T liquor license and what that is, we’re permitting the auctioneers to sell beer and wine during  the auction a half hour before and a half hour after the event.  And, with that, we.....we talked about it and discussed it and with that, ah, the Chairman, Assistant Chairman, has a motion.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 	I’d like to move that we approve–if we can skip to that section.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 	I would like to move that we approve the amendment to Section 4-47(g) to allow the sale of beer and wine before and after such auctions and allow.....

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  Alderman we will need a motion, then, to Suspend the Rules.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 	Then I would like to Suspend the Rules.  I would move that we Suspend the Rules.

ALDERMAN JONES: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	All right.  A motion by Alderman Linneman, seconded by Alderman Jones to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance that we are amending.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  A motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN: 	So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Linneman.

ALDERMAN JONES: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Seconded by Alderman Jones to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.  Are there any questions?  Hearing none, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14) 	

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 4, SECTION 4-47 (g) OF THE CITY CODE 
OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE (LIQUOR LICENSES)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Thank you.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Ah, Mayor, to........to digress a little bit.  We’ll take a look at Items 8F through O, there’s a lot of requests from the community irrespective of what we’ve had here in the past few months, shootings and so forth.  So it kind of indicates that people in our various communities throughout the neighborhoods still want to have different functions and, ah, they still feel that it may be safe in our town to do or hold some of these, ah, events.  So, ah, I think it’s a positive when we receive these kinds of requests coming from........from a diverse group of people in the, ah, City throughout the various neighborhoods.  Under Standing Committees, tomorrow is Public Safety meeting and we’re moving the Public Safety meeting to, ah, Perry Farm at 5:15 P.M.  Ah, Chief Regnier will secure the location for us at National Night Out, so those of you who are on the, ah, Public Safety Committee meeting–Public Safety Committee–make sure that you don’t come down here, but go to Perry Farm at 5:15 tomorrow.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Ah, Report of Officers.  I would like a motion to approve the payment of the bills.  

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	I move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $1,133,849.95.

ALDERMAN TALL:	I second the motion.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the payment of the bills.  Are there any questions?

ALDERMAN COX:	I have one, Mayor.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	Verizon Wireless. $2,300.00.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Which number was that, Alderman?

ALDERMAN COX:	The last one on the sheet.  Does anybody ever check these numbers?  Once every three months to see is it business or if they callin’ they wives or their girlfriends or their boyfriends?  Or Wal-Mart.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman, I can assure the bills are checked.

ALDERMAN COX:	They are checked?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes, they are.  Yes, they are.

ALDERMAN COX:	Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  
	ABSTAIN:   Stokes (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $1,133,849.95

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.   There is no Unfinished Business.  Moving onto New Business, we have three Ordinances that deal with handicapped parking.  One is rescinding a handicapped parking space at 790 West Park.  The other two are establishing handicapped parking at 757 N. Evergreen and at 1170 East Court Street.  Do I have a motion to suspend?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Motion to Suspend the Rules

ALDERMAN BROWN:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Carl Brown to Suspend the Rules.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinances on Final Passage.
ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I so move, Mayor Epstein.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Davidson to place the Ordinances on Final Passage and Pass.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ENTITLED 
“RESCINDING HANDICAPPED PARKING” AT 790 WEST PARK DRIVE

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ESTABLISHING A 
HANDICAPPED PARKING SIGN AT 757 NORTH EVERGREEN AVENUE

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ESTABLISHING A 
HANDICAPPED PARKING SIGN AT 1170 EAST COURT STREET

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Thank you.  We’ve already dealt with Item D.  Under Motions and Resolutions, the first item is a Proclamation Recognizing Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Joliet for Their Fifty Years of Service in the Kankakee Area.  I believe we have two representatives of Catholic Charities. If you would like to come forward and we will present the, ah, Proclamation to you.  I will read the Proclamation to Catholic Charities.  It’s Proclamation 2012-05, RECOGNIZING CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET FIFTY YEARS OF SERVICE IN THE KANKAKEE AREA WHEREAS: 2012 marks the Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Joliet’s 50th anniversary of serving the needs of those who are disadvantaged in the counties of Kankakee, Will, DuPage, Ford, Kendall, Iroquois, and Grundy; and WHEREAS: each year over 65,000 individuals, regardless of their religious, social, or economic backgrounds, are provided with help and hope through the various services which Catholic Charities offers; and WHEREAS: strongly rooted in Catholic Social Teachings and dedicated to Jesus’ tenet of, “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me,” Catholic Charities operates under the principle that all human life is sacred, everyone should be treated with dignity and respect, and the needs of the poor and fragile in our society must be addressed; and WHEREAS: all the things we take for granted - a job, a home, an income – when they are lost,  usually the result of a crisis, Catholic Charities is there for us.  Hands of Hope Counseling program helps individuals and families struggling with issues such as unemployment and depression; Back to School Fair provides health services and school supplies for low-income families; emergency services include food and travel vouchers and financial assistance for prescriptions, rent, and mortgages; and Case Management services offers assistance to frail, older adults and their families.  Other programs include Senior Companion Program; Elder Abuse; Transitional Housing; and Money Management Program; and WHEREAS: throughout the past half-century, Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Joliet has offered hope and assistance to some of our most vulnerable citizens; and NOW THEREFORE, I, Nina Epstein, Mayor of the City of Kankakee, and the City Council of the City of Kankakee, do hereby recognize the fifty years of service the Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Joliet has given to our community, and honor their commitment to helping those in need. ADOPTED this 6th day of August, 2012.  I need a motion to approve.

ALDERMAN BARON: 	So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Seconded by Alderman Brown to approve the Proclamation.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.

PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF THE DIOCESE OF 
JOLIET FOR THEIR FIFTY YEARS OF SERVICE IN THE  KANKAKEE AREA

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We are approved.

DEBBIE BALDAUFF:	We’d just like to thank the City for this wonderful Proclamation.  We’re happy to be here and helping the community and the people in the various communities across the County that we serve.  And, it’s really a blessing for us.  We’re doing God’s work in all of our areas every day.  Thank you so much for your support.   

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  The next item on the agenda is a Resolution authorizing us to intervene an appending assessment appeal of CMC Steel Fabricators.  They are located in Eastgate Industrial Park.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN BARON: 	I so move.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN TALL:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the Resolution authorizing us to intervene in this pending assessment.  Ah, roll call.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Question on the motion.  Very quick.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Um huh (affirmative).  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Want to give us an update on that, Chris?  What they’re doin’.  They’re fightin’ their taxes, right?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Right.  They’re trying to reduce their taxes.  I don’t remember the amount.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	And, ah.......

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	It’s a very substantial amount.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	It’s a significant amount.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	And, no overture on their part to compromise at all?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	No, none.  Not at this point.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Any other questions?  It seems to be a trend.  Unfortunately.  Ah, roll call, please.
 	
CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13)  
	ABSTAIN:   Stokes (1)

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INTERVENTION IN THE PENDING ASSESSMENT 
APPEAL OF CMC STEEL FABRICATORS, INC.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The motion carries.  Thank you.  The next item on the agenda is a Resolution authorizing the Mayor to sign an engagement letter for Bond Counsel to act on the City’s behalf for the sale of bonds.  It’s refinancing of bonds.  With the interest rates being as low as they are, we’re always on the lookout to refinance any issue that would save us money over time.  Mr. Spice, did you want to add anything to that?

JAMES SPICE:	No, that’s right.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	This is a pretty typical engagement letter to start the process.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Who.........I’m sorry.  Alderman Thompson?  Motion by Alderman Thompson.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Second by Alderman Faford to approve the Resolution.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN ENGAGEMENT LETTER FOR 
BOND COUNSEL TO ACT ON CITY’S BEHALF FOR SALE OF BONDS

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Thank you.  The next item–the last item on the agenda–is a Resolution relating to participation by elected officials in IMRF.  Ah, we have in the past set the standard for our employees at 1,000 hours and in order to remain consistent, we are also doing the standard for the elected officials.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I’ll second Baron’s motion.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Hunter has made the motion.  Pulling one of those switch-a-roos.  Ah, Alderman Baron........

ALDERMAN BARON: 	Ah, yes.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	........making it and Alderman Swanson, I believe, is seconding that motion.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	She’s doin’ that, too.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
AYE:   Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)

RESOLUTION RELATING TO PARTICIPATION BY ELECTED OFFICIALS IN THE 
ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL RETIREMENT FUND

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Before we move onto Aldermen’s Comments and Questions, this is our first Council meeting since the City hosted our very successful Music Fest in downtown Kankakee.  I wanted to take this opportunity to publicly thank all of the Department Heads and the departments and employees in the City who worked tirelessly on behalf of the City to present an extraordinary event over two days in our downtown community.  Ah, Bill Yohnka and Steve Bertrand from the library especially.  The library, I don’t know if many of you–most of the employees at the library act as volunteers and staff that event as well as Kankakee Development Corporation.  It really takes hundreds of people to put on that event.  And, if you were there that weekend, you can understand why.  It was done beautifully.  Lots of people came and enjoyed our community and, ah, I think left feeling that, ah, it was a pretty awesome event.  And, again I want to say thank you, Public Works, Police Department, Fire Department.  We did fireworks this time and, ah, we did fine.  We didn’t burn anything down.  It was the perfect exclamation point to a great weekend and, of course, the weather cooperated which is something that’s out of our control.  So, again, thank you to all.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I thought we passed an Ordinance on that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Well, I watched the weather for two weeks.  Not that I could do anything about it.  But, again, thank you to the library, to Bill, to all of the Department Heads.  We will not need an Executive Session this evening, but this is the time for Aldermen’s Comments or Questions.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Just want to piggy back.  Ah, we had no calls for service at Summerfest in Pioneer Park so we appreciate the actions of the various City departments, Police, Fire, Environmental Services, Library had people over there as well, too.  CDA even had staff over volunteering there as well, too, so we really do appreciate their assistance.  Just going through the, ah, switching, ah, carriers for my internet today and taking a look at, ah, Kankakee’s home page.  I know they make a reference to, ah, all the various Aldermen and how long they’ve been on the Council.  Ah, I think it would be fitting and proper that, ah, that we incorporate the various Department Heads’ pictures and, ah, the City Council members on that....on the home page.  That’s something for you to take a look at and hopefully we can, ah, come together, en masse and do a joint picture or individual pictures to be placed on the home page.  What do you guys think?  If that makes sense.  Other places you take a look at their home pages, they have the pictures of the Aldermen, ah, and how long they’re served and various committees they serve on as well, too.  Just want to mention that to you and I’ll check back with you regarding progress you’ve made on that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay, thank you.  Any other comments or questions?  Alderman Jones.

ALDERMAN JONES: 	Okay, ah, Mr. David stopped by and talked with me. He’s the man that was at the last meeting.  He lives on Hobbie across from  River Valley Recycling  and he was wondering if there could be an Ordinance to change the truck entering from Hobbie.  Instead of from  Hobbie, enter from the side street at the south of the building.  I didn’t know.  I.........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman, we’re working on that particular business.  They are preparing documents for us for site plans and so we are well aware of the situation.

ALDERMAN JONES: 	He’s on the night shift now and his wife is on the night shift, but  otherwise they said they would be here to ask.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  We are.......we are addressing the issues there.

ALDERMAN JONES: 	Okay.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Yeah, there’s a litany of issues that the Mayor’s referencing that have to be satisfied so it’s not something that indistinguishable.  

ALDERMAN JONES: 	Okay.  And, then the last meeting, somebody handed me this letter that went out and I don’t have a problem with the Mayor writing a letter to the 6th Ward introducing the new Alderman.  The only......... the issue I have with it, six of ‘em went to one house for every registered voter and when I called the, ah, County and asked how many registered voters are in the 6th Ward, there’s 1,995 registered voters and at 14¢ apiece, that was $897.75 to send out those letters.  And, I think it should have been maybe put into the utility’s envelope where it would have gone one per household versus many per household.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman, we personally went through those lists and took out any duplicates.  Ah, I’m sorry that one.......so many letters went to one household, but I can tell you I personally went through and purged all the duplicates out of that list.  So, nowhere near 1,900 letters went out.  

ALDERMAN JONES: 	Okay.  ‘Cause that’s a big expense for the City, out of the budget.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I understand, but I thought it was appropriate because it was unusual that Aldermen Browne left town as quickly as he did and I think it’s important for the residents of any ward to know who their Alderman is.

ALDERMAN JONES: 	Well, I don’t believe that was done in the 5th Ward when those Aldermans were replaced.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	You’re correct.  But, sometimes we learn.  Thank you.  Any other questions?

ALDERMAN COX:	Yes.  Mr. Bohlen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Brown..............Alderman Brown had his hand up first, Alderman.

ALDERMAN BROWN: 	I.......I just wanted to say License and Franchise meeting Thursday, 5:15 P.M.  Other than that, very happy with everything.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Alderman.  Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	Mr. Bohlen, yes or no.  Are you still workin’ on that?  The indistinguishable I gave you.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Working on?

ALDERMAN COX:	I gave the numbers to Pat.  Did he give ‘em to you?  500-600 block North Indiana.  Dearborn.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Yes. 

ALDERMAN COX:	Dearborn and Indiana.  You workin’ on ‘em?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Yes, sir.

ALDERMAN COX:	Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Cox.  I mean, Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Yes, m’am, how you doin’?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I’m doing  well.

[bookmark: BM_1_]ALDERMAN STOKES:	Just a few things.  Ah, we personally have to say that we enjoyed the Music Fest.  We really thought it was a great thing.  We got around and was able to speak to many different people from different places within the City, out the City.  Old.  Young.  Everybody seemed to have  had a great time.  Good leadership.  All of that.  Great job.  And, I really want to say we really appreciate that.  And, we, that is definitely needed and it’s a good thing to do at least once or twice a year.  But, Mayor, also, we want to move right along and we do want to talk about the bedbugs that was mentioned tonight.  Ah, I did take initiative to call downstate.  Anyone have any type of bedbug issues, get on the Internet, google State of Illinois Department of Public Health and you should be able to get some information.  Ah, do not try to tackle this on your own ‘cause basically, the guy basically said, professional help is needed.  There is a device they you can put at the base of your bed or the leg of your chair or whatever that will encourage this bedbug to get into and they can determine if you have bedbugs in your home.  That’s something that he basically said the municipalities need to get together with the Code Enforcement, come up with some type of law or Ordinance indicating that, ah, the landlord gonna’ take it.....or deal with it, but it needs to be established through the municipality.  So, I just want to touch on that.  Also, ah, Mayor, that leadership that you did provide for the Music Fest which was outstanding as stated before, we need to take that same initiative and put it in our community and our neighborhoods.  Our neighborhoods are hurting in so many different ways.  We do have good things going on in our neighborhood and that’s gonna’ take place eventually and that’s great.  We need to step up our game in our neighborhoods and in our communities.  We do have our youth organizations participating.  As you can see Mayor, we are spending the money out in the early stages, trying to get in the front of keeping these kids active and motivated in activities and events and like Alderman Hunter’s basically said, ah, just keep things goin’ in our neighborhood.  Neighborhood clubs, it entails and it really makes people feel like they’re a part of something.  Ah, the dam area, I think just sometimes I drive by the dam.  I look and see the different fishermen that fish there and they deserve the best.  We have a resource coming through our community.  We need to really, really, if a fisherman or someone come out of Chicago, we need to kind of cater to ‘em.  And, those signs Mr. Yohnka will definitely help.  When those people come in our community and fish and do whatever else they want to do, those signs will be able to direct them to the dam and anywhere else.  And, I thank you for that suggestion like I stated the other day.  Also, jobs.  Just want to make mention about our jobs.  We need to take that same initiative that we put into the Music Fest and put it out there in terms of leadership of finding jobs, directing people.  Mayor, I just want to let you know, I’m lookin’ for a job.  And, I know I’m highly qualified.  And, when you basically say, do you have the skills, yes I do have the skills.  I got 30 years skills in the City of Kankakee and not only just the City of Kankakee in terms of you payin’ me, I have volunteered my services in the community.  So, I just want to let you know that we need to really focus on where we put our leadership at.  We do want to have fun, but at the same time, my main focus of running for City Councilman was to better the quality of the people in our community.  If I had to get out there and pick up paper or do whatever I have to do, I’m going to maintain to do that.  This is not a showboat.  I mean what I say.  I’m not in this chair just to be in this chair.  I’m here to do a job.  So, I just want to let all the Council members know that if you need me, call me.  And, I’m gonna’ do where ever I can.  I don’t care whether you Republican, Independent, Democrat, it doesn’t matter.  I stand for right and that’s what I will continue to stand for no matter what happens.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Alderman.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	So thank you guys very much for your time and I appreciate you.  So much

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion to adjourn. 

ALDERMAN TALL:	So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Tall.  Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Seconded by Alderman Faford.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We are adjourned.
												7:44 P.M.
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