CITY OF KANKAKEE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
OCTOBER 1, 2012     7:00 P.M.


MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Good evening.  I’d like to call the meeting to order.  This evening we welcome Pastor Phil Dorries from Limestone Community Church of the Nazarene to step forward and lead us in prayer.		

PASTOR  DORRIES:	Let us pray.  Father, we just want to come to You tonight and thank You for the privileges  that we have to stand here to have the freedom to be able to assemble and to be able to speak our, ah, our voices and to have an agenda and to have people in leadership.  Lord, we are grateful that they give of their time.  Many of us know that when we give of our time, nobody understands how many hours that is.  But, You do   And I don’t know exactly all the decisions that  will be made tonight, but I do pray that they’ll be to the benefit of this community, to the people that have spent many hours putting themselves together and giving of themselves.  Then, Lord, I pray that you’ll continue to bless our country at this time.   It’s in a decision mode and lot of conversations that are going on.  Lord, I just pray that You’ll, once again, just bless this great country of ours.  And, we’ll give you praise for it. In Your precious name we pray, Jesus.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  I’d like to ask the children from the Limestone Community Church to come forward and lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

YOUTH FROM LIMESTONE CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE AND ALL:		Pledge of Allegiance

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you very much.  At this time, we’ve come to the Public Comment portion of the meeting.  Please give your name and direct your comments to the Mayor. Comments are limited to five minutes. No personal attacks upon City Council members, staff, or other persons in attendance or absent will be permitted.  In addition, discussion of matters which are currently under legal review will not be permitted.  Ah, I think we’ll change it up a little bit.  We’ll start at the bottom of the list tonight.  Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Yes, ma’am.  Good evening Mayor. City Council, everybody that’s visiting tonight.  It’s a great honor to see the bodies out here that attends our City Council meeting.  Mayor, tonight I have a few issues that kind of........one of ‘em really bothers me.  I’m not exactly sure how we need to deal with it.  But, I do understand that we had a firefighter that retired and, ah, we spoke about it before.  Ah, just briefly, I did pass out some literature.  I don’t know if you got a copy or not.  I ran kind of short.  But, anyway Mayor, the problem I have is that the fireman retired, but at the same token, he’s coming right back.  I mean, I can only imagine if I retired, would I be allowed to come back?  So, I just wanta’ throw that out there.  I’m sharin’ this with the Aldermen.  I want you to think about that. How could you leave on one hand and turn back around and come through...........to me, I think the tax payers deserve more.  Ah, to me, if that woulda’ been me, I would volunteer to come back and assist any department that need’s a helpin’ hand.  That’s one thing.  I’m not gonna’ call any names to bear any blame, but I think it’s only public knowledge.  Ah, by the way, ah, someone had brung that to my attention so I’m just kinda’ like sharin’ it with you all.  I’d like to back up a little bit.  My name is James H. Stokes, Jr.  I’m a resident of the City of Kankakee.  Ah, I was raised up on the north side over here, and, ah, I  went through school.  I am a product of the City of Kankakee. Lot of things in the City of Kankakee I don’t exactly line up with.  Some things, I go the extreme the other way because I’m definitely not in agreement to some of this stuff that we are doin’.  I’m gonna’ stick to my script.  Mayor, I do believe a couple times, ah, we had pay raises and we, as Aldermen, we do get pay raises and I think I was one of the ones that decided that I’m not gonna’ take a pay raise long as we layin’  people off and we hurting.  I’m not gonna’ take a pay raise.  I don’t care how low I go, I will not take a pay raise from the City of Kankakee to be a Alderman.  And, I know I’m the hardest workin’ Alderman in Kankakee.  I know I am that.  And, not only that, my constituents can verify some ‘a that.  Also, Mayor, did you allow any Department Heads to get a raise while we was takin’, ah, no raise as bein’ Aldermen?  Did you allow any Department Head to get a raise?  Ah, if so, I think it’s wrong.  It’s very wrong because, just think Mayor, number one is we lay people off because we was hurting for money.  Number two is, it’s not only right for no one, even if you wanted money, you shouldn’t even took the money.  You should return the money back until our City get on the right track.  ‘Til we see our finance growing, this type ‘a thing.  Also, the homeless.  Mayor, last City Council meeting we spoke about the homes.  Did you ever take a moment to go to the Schuyler Street bridge and look underneath there and see those homeless people there?  Did you ever do that?  ‘Cause that, to me, it means so much.  Can you only imagine the Mayor of the City of Kankakee goes down to the Schuyler Street bridge and look underneath there and see people homeless and they.......or she....wants to do somethin’ about it?  I think it’s not only right.  So, Mayor I want to get with you so WE can get together and perhaps help these people.  ‘Cause I tell you Mayor, there’s nothin’ like havin’ a homeless person with no where to go.  Did you know Mayor, it’s a 61-year-old man that’s down underneath that bridge?  And, I said, sir, what I will do, I do what I can ‘cause I know we helpin’ the vet out here.  I thought he was just security out here at the old Sambo’s location.  Right next to Shell gas station.  I see he’s getting help.  But, we should look at this thing collectively.  We should look at this thing in terms of, anyone that needs a helping hand, anyone that’s hurtin’, we should be allowed to have some type of system in our City to assist people to get up and get going and push these people and move these people and motivate these people in a positive way.  And, that’s what Kankakee should stands for.  And, Mayor, I think there’s one more.....one other item I’d like to touch base with you with.  And, that is our slum and blight neighborhoods.  One time before, Mayor, I had made mention that someone decided they wanted to have a Music Fest and they had to approve it through you.  And, only thing I can think that you probably said........said, yeah, sure, let’s have a Music Fest.  And, that  was some good sound leadership, quality leadership ‘cause guess what?  That brung people from miles around to our community.  They was able to take a peek at the City of Kankakee to see what we offered, to see what our community look like.  But, we need to have that same type of leadership in our neighborhoods.  People are hurting.  People are hurting.  People are hurting in our community.  And, ladies and gentlemen, I just want to.......... the reason why I said that is because I want the Mayor and everybody to understand that people makes the world go round.  If we not helpin’ people, then we not doin’ our job.  I am a servant.  I’m here to serve.  I speak for the people in the 2nd Ward.  By the way, Mr. Simms, you are part of, ah, Environmental Services that deals with..........Mayor, I”m sorry.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Mr. Stokes.  Your five minutes are up.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	........that deals with the sewer.  I got a lady that gettin’ a blockage.  I’d like to know if you can check that out.  484 S. Rosewood.  Thank you very much.  Thank you, everybody.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Ah, Roseann, is it Stukmeyer? Is the next person.  No.  That’s all right.  That’s okay.  Ah, Barbara Ciaccio.

BARBARA CIACCIO:	We thought that was the sign-in sheet.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Oh, ‘cause there’s so many Ciaccio’s here.  No wonder.  Does anyone.......you just were signing in you thought?  Okay.  Then, ah, Joanie Liesenfelt.  

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Joanie Liesenfelt, you were called.

JOANIE LIESENFELT:	Before Mr. Mullady? 

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Yes.  Let Ed Mullady go.

ED MULLADY:	Is it my turn?
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes, come on in Mr. Mullady.  That’s fine.  That’s all right.

ED MULLADY:	Hi, anyway, I’m Ed Mullady from Kankakee, publish the Sportsmans Letter which covers Kankakee River fishing, hunting and the outdoors.  And, I understand, ah, later in this event that, ah, you’re going to be honoring the late Sam Ciaccio and I would like to make a few comments here to cover that same subject.  And, you know, we lost a great conservationist and a lot of people don’t realize that.  Through the years, there has not been too many people in the Kankakee area who have really tried to protect our rivers, woods and other natural areas.  We are getting more now, thank goodness.  But, anyway, Sam Ciaccio was one that stood out and worked to preserve our Kankakee River and our wildlife.  He was a real conservationist and constantly guarded one of our very important river tributaries known as Soldier Creek in Kankakee.  Soldier Creek begins east and north from Kankakee and runs through the City entering the Kankakee River at one edge of the Johnson’s–Fisherman’s Park....actually it’s a Veteran’s and Fisherman’s Park and part of it runs through a quarry underground and on into the river.  Now, this is also a spawning area for many types of river fish.  At least until now, the creek and the wooded banks are like a breath of fresh air and natural conditions.  It has also been a place where various song birds and water birds raised young ones and in the straight cut move of some of Kankakee’s busiest streets, this beautifully wooded area has stood out like something really worthwhile respecting.  And, many, many times Sam Ciaccio had battled with those attempting to remove the vegetation from the banks of this little bit of heaven in the middle of the City.  And, I hope future generations will maintain this condition.  There are hopes that it will be that way.  It is one of the most important structures to many of us, at any rate, that the City has.  It’s an example what could and should be done all through the length of the main river and the other tributaries.  And, there is no question that Sam Ciaccio is missed.  And, I hope his good deeds will continue as measurements for me and others to be able to be called upon to help him in the battles he virtually took care of on his own.  The river and all of those who care about the river and local nature thank Sam Ciaccio.  And, thank you for listening.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Mr. Mullady.  Joanie Liesenfelt.

JOANIE LIESENFELT:	Ah, my name is Joanie Liesenfelt and I live in Sunnyside and I just came to comment about the Senesac/Indian Oaks, ah, situation, or, you know, desire to put the transitional house there.  And, ah, the thing that’s been troubling me about it was just that the issue never came up to...... about testing.  Ah, testing the funeral home to see if there were toxins there because there are things created like from the embalming fluids and things and so, ah, I couldn’t find anything in the.....in the Planning Board about it.  You know, I just  talk all the time and I get in front of this mic and I can barely breathe.  So, ah, ah, I just, for my own self, wanted to find out, so I just contacted, ah, first like the Illinois EPA and they said, I don’t believe it’s law.  But, you know, they said that really we should test for certain toxins to make sure the building is all right and especially since there........it’s for children.  I mean,  we’re going to move children in and they could get allergies from the formaldehyde, from the embalming and........and, so then, ah, he wrote.............what I gave you was copies of the emails that came back which describe, you know, what we should, you know, what would be best to do to make sure there was nothing wrong and you can hire people from the Public Health, I guess.  And, then he had the toxicologist write back  and so there’s a list of, you know, possible things and they mention even about the lead paint, you know, if the building’s old enough which you all know about.  But, that was all.  I just found it very troubling that nobody thought about these kids, you know, work so hard and then moving them into a building that could be, you know, have toxins in it. So, that’s it.  Oh, ah, no it’s not.  And, the last thing......sorry.  I, ah, I asked, ah, I emailed, ah, Lisa Dugan to see if she knew about that and she’s on the board of Nexus I found when I was looking for her address, but she said she would, ah, contact Public Health herself and find out, you know, what the law is and also if they think we should do this.  She would talk to Nexus about doing it and if there was some discussion, you know, that would be nice already, you know from Nexus, it would be nice to know that just because that was really my main concern.  So, thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.

ALDERMAN COX:	Could I have a copy, please, later on?

JOANIE LIESENFELT:	Pardon me?

ALDERMAN COX:	Could I have a copy of that later on?

JOANIE LIESENFELT:	Oh, yes.  You may.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Me, too, ma’am.

JOANIE LIESENFELT:	Okay.  You’re welcome.  Thanks for the time.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Sharon Homberg.

SHARON HOMBERG:	Hello, I have a concern about my healthcare which is not through the City of Kankakee.  I have healthcare through the County.  My husband is an employee of the City of Kankakee as a firefighter.  He went for his mendated corporate physical in November of 2011.  That was supposed to be provided by the City of Kankakee as it has been for many years.  However, in July, I received an Explanation of Benefits from my insurance that they had been billed for a physical.  But, they put the date of service down as January 3 of 2012.  When I called them, they advised me that this was through occupational health and I don’t know how they would have received any authorization to bill my insurance for this.  And, can anyone shed any light on that for me?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	There’s an arbitration pending over that issue right now, so we can’t go into it.  

SHARON HOMBERG:	So, you’re aware that my insurance was accessed illegally?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	We’re aware.....we....there, as I said, there’s an arbitration pending right now over that issue between the Firefighters Union and the City, so I can’t..........we can’t discuss it.

SHARON HOMBERG:	So, you’re aware that this was done, is what I’m asking?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	My answer is, the same thing I’m going to say the third time.

SHARON HOMBERG:	It’s not yes or no?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	I can’t answer because there’s an arbitration.

SHARON HOMBERG:	Because I had to file a fraud complaint with my insurance.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Excuse me.  There’s an arbitration pending right now over that issue with......between the Firefighters Union and the City.

SHARON HOMBERG:	So you don’t have any idea how this happened.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	How?

SHARON HOMBERG:	How was my insurance accessed?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	I have no idea.  How your insurance was indistinguishable  

SHARON HOMBERG:	My insurance was accessed to pay this bill.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	I have no idea.  I know how........

SHARON HOMBERG:	How were they always paid though in the past?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	I can’t engage in this discussion because of the arb.......pending arbitration.  

SHARON HOMBERG:	Okay.  
ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	So, if the Firefighters Union is pend........is arbitrating that right now.  If there’s an arbitration....arbitrator’s been chosen and the matter is pending through the arbitration grievance process.

SHARON HOMBERG:	Okay.  You don’t have to answer this, but I’m just going to let you know that based on what you have done by charging my insurance for this physical that you’re supposed to provide, my husband cannot go for his physical with our family doctor now.  Because you have used that medical by billing our insurance.  Thank you.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Thank you.

7:20 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
PRESENT: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Department Heads

CLERK DUMAS:
PRESENT: Passwater; Young; Spice; Bohlen; Power; Simms; Tyson; Banasiak; Cross; Gordon; Bertrand; Yohnka (12)	

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Ah, I will entertain a motion to approve the September 17, 2012, minutes.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, hearing no...........

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Mayor, wait a minute.  I abstain from those minutes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Wait.  We haven’t made the motion yet, Alderman. 

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Okay.  Go ahead, I’m sorry.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	 Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Okay?  Are there any questions, comments, deletions, changes regarding the minutes?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We have a motion.  Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN OSENGA:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Seconded by Alderman Osenga.  Are there any questions, concerns, corrections?

ALDERMAN STOKES:	There are quite a bit and I’m not gonna’ tolerate this again.  I keep finding, ah, typos, ah, words that said that I know I didn’t say.  I’m just going to abstain from these minutes here.  I don’t know what next minutes’ll be like.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Abstain.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 17, 2012

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Minutes are approved.  I’m going to just change the order of the agenda a bit tonight ‘cause we do have a Resolution that we are presenting this evening and we have many family members that are here.  So, I would like to move the Resolution to the next item on the agenda.  It’s honoring Alderman Sam Ciaccio and I would ask that the family members come forward and I would like to present you with the Resolution.  It’s my honor this evening to present the family with this Resolution honoring Alderman Ciaccio.  I had the pleasure of serving with him for several years when I was an Alderman, and, ah, I think there’s a statement in here, ah, that’s I’ll be reading in a moment that says he was both colorful and enthusiastic.  And, so, I thought that described him very well.  Ah, this is Resolution  2012 -25 Honoring Sam Ciaccio.  Long-time 5th Ward Democratic Alderman who served the City’s northwest side, is remembered, as his wife Ann has said, like Sinatra, for “doing things his way.”  Alderman Ciaccio was born April 6, 1922, in Chicago Heights, to Joseph and Rose Peri Ciaccio.  He served in the Naval Air Corps in World War II, and as a result, he loved flying.  He was a union carpenter at Manteno State Hospital, retiring in 1985; and WHEREAS, most of all, though, Alderman Ciaccio’s passion was politics. ( And is it Ciaccio or Ciaccio?  Short discussion by the Ciaccio family.  I”ve always said Ciaccio, so I’m going to continue that.)  Always controversial and outspoken, Mr. Ciaccio put his love for the City of Kankakee and his constituents first.  He was never short on ideas, as evidenced by several proposals which he made during his years as alderman:  he was against the demolition of  homes in Kankakee; battled against expanding the jail in downtown Kankakee; fought for handicapped-accessible curbs; and campaigned strongly for environmental issues; and  WHEREAS, Alderman Ciaccio stepped down as Alderman at the end of June 2010, closing the door on nearly a quarter of a century when either he or his brother Joe represented the 5th Ward; and WHEREAS Mr. Ciaccio passed away on April 3, 2011, leaving behind a political legacy that is both colorful and enthusiastic.  While he was partisan in his politics, he was unwavering in his enthusiasm for his hometown.  “I love Kankakee more than any other town,” he said in the interview he gave right after he retired from his aldermanic duties; and WHEREAS, Alderman Ciaccio’s wife and children remember their husband and father as “wonderful,” and he is sadly missed by them and his friends.  Along with the tremendous affection for his family, he treasured his annual fishing trips to Canada and his gardening; and  THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Kankakee recognize and honor Sam Ciaccio for his many years of service to the community by an honorary designation of the 900 block of West Stone Street as “Sam Ciaccio Street.”   Adopted this 1st day of October, 2012. A motion to approve.

ALDERMAN TALL:		Motion to approve.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:		Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	 Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Thompson to approve the Resolution.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

RESOLUTION HONORING SAM CIACCIO

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The Resolution is approved.   We have a street sign that will be placed on Stone Street in honor of your husband.  Would you like to say a couple words?

MRS. CIACCIO:	Yes, I would.  First of all I want to say, God bless you all for honoring my beloved husband this way.  He was a wonderful man, a wonderful father, grandfather, a wonderful person.  And, he loved passionately the politics of Kankakee.  And, he was very colorful and I’m thrilled and I’m honored to be able to be here tonight to accept this on his behalf.  And, I know he’s up there smiling right now–from either purgatory or heaven.  We’re Catholic.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Any other family members like to say something?

AMY JARVIS:	I’d just like to say thank you very much and God bless.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Ron, do you want to take a picture?

ALDERMAN COX:	Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Yes, Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	Tell the Chief Young I want a copy of that picture.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay. Chief.

ALDERMAN COX:	And, I don’t know who wrote that, but they did a excellent job.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The Clerk’s office does that.  They do an outstanding job.
ALDERMAN COX:	They hit it right.....on.........the........head.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  Moving onto Communications.  The first item in your book is a thank you note from Kennedy Middle Grade School for a donation.  We gave them a City flag.  We’re always happy to do that for our school district.  The next item is a thank you note from one of our Black History scholarship recipients, Ellie Germano.  I thought it was very kind of her to thank us for the scholarship that she was awarded by the City.  Ah, she’s a freshman at Loyola and she seems to be doing very well.  Ah, the next item on the agenda is establishing Halloween Trick or Treat hours.  5:00 ‘til 7:00 P.M. on Halloween, October 31.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN BARON:	Well, I........I........I was thinking about making a different motion, for instance, maybe around, you know, October 1, or something.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I do remember that.

ALDERMAN BARON:	But, no, I would make the motion that we observe Halloween on Halloween, ah, by having hours 5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.

ALDERMAN JONES:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Jones.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign. 

ESTABLISHING HALLOWEEN TRICK-OR-TREAT HOURS FROM 5:00 P.M. 
UNTIL 7:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2012
	
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We have Trick or Treat hours established.   The next item on the agenda is a request from the Knights of Colombus Council 745, permission to host a tag day on Saturday, October 13.  Do I have a motion to approve? 

ALDERMAN SWANSON:	So moved.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Osenga.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

KANKAKEE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #745 IS REQUESTING 
PERMISSION TO HOST A TAG DAY ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2012

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Ah, the tag day is approved.  Standing Committees.  Budget.  Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BARON:	Ah, Mayor, I still think it’s a good idea to have Halloween hours the Sunday before.  The Budget meeting, ah, very quickly.  Number one, the payment from the State of Illinois Department of Revenue for sales tax for September equaled $1.39 million which is approximately what we were looking for...what we expected.  Number two, ah, the State is, ah, behind for June, July and August for income tax for a total of $560,000 and I bet if we averaged the last 12 months, that’s about average as far as their being behind three months.  And, finally, just as a snapshot of the budget, revenue and expenses, our expenses for the first quarter of this fiscal year exceed the revenues.  Expenses $8,232 million and revenue $7,897 million.  We discussed that to some extent.  The Comptroller assured us that there’s nothing that’s gone on in the first quarter that isay cause for alarm and you can’t look at any given moment during the budget year as being, ah, incredibly good or incredibly bad.  The flow of revenue isn’t exactly the same as the expenses.  But, anyway, that’s where we’re at.  No cause for alarm or jubilation, either way.  Thank you.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Alderman.

ALDERMAN BARON:	And, we have no action items so I’m not going to ask for anything.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  Thank you.  Ah, Building and Code Enforcement.  Alderman Tall.

ALDERMAN TALL:		Yes, the minutes are within the packet.  Ah, I’d like to also make mention that the Code meeting for October 18, 2012, is cancelled due to the Illinois Municipal Conference.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Moving onto the Report of Officers, do I have a motion to approve?  The total number for the bills is $479,374.49.  Alderman Faford.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	I move we approve the Report of Officer, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in said amount.

ALDERMAN TALL:		Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to approve the payment of the bills.  Do I have any questions?

ALDERMAN COX:	I have one.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	Bradley Auto Detail.  955  Why go to Bradley.....to get a detail......on a car?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	It’s.........that’s the name of the business.  That  was not for detailing.  That was for oil changes and various, ah, repairs.  

ALDERMAN COX:	All the mechanics we got in Kankakee.  How come they ain’t indistinguishable   Ah, the Petty Cash, 962, is that for what?  $1,000.00.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Petty cash is for food for the prisoners when they work here in the City.

ALDERMAN COX:	Okay.  Okay.  Ah, thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	You’re welcome.  Any other questions?  We have a motion........

ALDERMAN STOKES:	indistinguishable 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Cox........Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Yes, ma’am.  Mayor, I noticed my name is on here in terms of $114.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s correct.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	I’m gonna’ try to foot that bill this time myself.  So, just exclude me outta’ that.  And, ah, thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Any others?  There’s a motion and a second.  Ah, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Brown (I will vote aye, except for bill number.......’cept the one with my name on it.); Hunter; Curtis; Baron (Same I think we all have.
	ALDERMAN HUNTER:  All of us.  All of us, yeah.)
ALDERMAN BARON:   We all have the per diem is that the checks have been cut for for IML, so I’d vote aye except abstain on the $38.00 for me); Thompson (I vote aye, except for 63970.); Tall (I vote aye and abstain from voting on 64030.); Faford (I vote, aye.  Abstain on #63991.); Swanson; Osenga (Aye, except for bill 64004.); Linneman (Aye, except for #64024.  I will abstain.); Jones (I vote aye and abstain from check #63959 for $76.00.); Davidson (I vote aye and abstain from check #63981.); Cox (Aye, except 955, 993.... 
ALDERMAN HUNTER:  Question on the motion. 
	ALDERMAN COX:.....020........Stop interruptin’ people!  And, 64020 and 64026. 
	 MAYOR EPSTEIN: Thank you.   Alderman Hunter.  
ALDERMAN HUNTER:  Is the coast clear?  Ah, I’m just wondering regarding, ah, this...that’s IML’s per diem.  
	MAYOR EPSTEIN: That’s correct.   
	ALDERMAN HUNTER:  Wasn’t there some discussion about enhancing that?   
	MAYOR EPSTEIN: Yes, but we decided not to do that this year.  
	ALDERMAN HUNTER: Okay. Okay.  (13)
ABSTAIN:  Stokes (I abstain from the bills as well as I vote no for James Stokes, #63992 for the amount of $114.00) (1)
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Moving onto New Business.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Wait a minute.  Zero nays, I said no.

CLERK DUMAS: 	You abstained.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Oh, from the bills.

CLERK DUMAS:	From the bills.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	I’m just making sure I got noticed for indistinguishable the $114.00.

CLERK DUMAS:	Well, yeah.  That’ll be taken.........we’ll void that for you.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Thank you.

CLERK DUMAS:	You’re welcome.
		
REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $479,374.49

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Moving onto New Business.  Motion does carry.  We have Ordinances for parking.  I believe we can combine A, B and C.

ALDERMAN COX:	Mayor, I got a problem with B and C.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay, then, we’ll do them separately.  

ALDERMAN COX:	Okay, please.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	12A, motion to Suspend the Rules.

ALDERMAN BROWN:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, second by Alderman Brown to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of rescinding a handicapped parking at 320 N. Fairmont.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I so move.

ALDERMAN BROWN:	I’ll second it.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Brown.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14) 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 RESCINDING HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 320 NORTH FAIRMONT AVENUE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Mr. Tyson, would you like to explain items B and C.  I believe we’ve discussed it once before, but let’s do it again.

DAVID TYSON:	Okay, what this is, is in front of the County Building, ah, on East Court Street here, 189, I believe.  We just got done repaving the parking lot to the west of that.  The handicapped accessibility for that building is on the west side.  That’s where the ramps are.  So, in order for safety, we’re removing the one handicapped spot that’s on Court Street.  We’re moving it into that parking lot to add three handicapped parking spaces right there.  Presently,  it’s 15-minute parking in front of the County Building, so to keep it consistent, when we take the one handicapped parking spot off and put it to a regular parking place, we want to pass an Ordinance to make that a 15-minute parking area.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Cox, does that answer your question?

ALDERMAN COX:	I have a problem.  Senior citizens and citizens go to that building to take care of their business–personal business–they indistinguishable tax and everything, sometimes it takes more than 15 minutes.  And, another thing, too, it’s a long ways........is they gonna’ clean that parking lot?  Is they gonna’ clean that road?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	It’s paved.

ALDERMAN COX:	It’s a long way.  I gotta’ walk a half a block  now.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Do I have any?  Let’s have a motion to Suspend the Rules on item 12 B and C.  Might as well do them together.  Do I have a motion?

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Motion to Suspend the Rules.

ALDERMAN TALL:		Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Thompson, seconded by Alderman Tall to Suspend the Rules on items 12B and C.  Roll call.


CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13) 
	NAY:   Cox (1) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion to place........motion carries.  Motion to place on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:		So moved.

ALDERMAN TALL:		Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Thompson, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Any other discussion?

ALDERMAN BROWN:	Just a comment.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Alderman Brown.  

ALDERMAN BROWN:	Normally, I don’t comment on anyone else’s ward, but since I am an employee of the County, I think it very relevant that you understand that by puttin’ those handicapped parking spots in that parking lot, the handicapped is not averse to the traffic comin’ and they able to get into that building where the ramp is much faster and it’s much better for them to be in that parking lot versus gettin’ off right there on Court Street.  Court Street is one of the most busy streets there is and I worry about going in there myself.  Just gettin’ out, and I hope I don’t have any handicap right now, but the fact of the matter is, it’s a much safer environment for them to be in that parking lot.  And, there’s nobody in that parking lot ever going to say anything to a senior citizen if they’re there longer than 15 minutes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s correct.  Any other comments?  Alderman Faford.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	Yeah, there are now three handicapped parking spaces in that parking lot and they’re right there at the alley so it’s actually closer there than it is on the street.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	That’s correct.  Any other comments?  Okay, we have a motion and a second.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13) 
	NAY: Cox (1)

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 RESCINDING HANDICAPPED PARKING AT THE WEST END OF 189 EAST COURT STREET

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 180 ESTABLISHING A 
FIFTEEN-MINUTE PARKING ZONE AT 189 EAST COURT STREET FOR 
ONE-HALF BLOCK

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda is the refunding of bonds that  we had spoken about at the last Council meeting.  Ah, I need a motion to award the bid to Bernardi Securities in the amount of $3,931,173.75.

ALDERMAN BARON:	I’d so move.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Second, your honor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Hunter.  Is there any question?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14) 

RECOMMENDATION TO AWARD THE BID OF $3,931,173.75 FROM
BERNARDI SECURITIES, INC. FOR THE PURCHASE OF $3,915,000.00
GENERAL OBLIGATION CORPORATE PURPOSE REFUNDING 
BONDS, SERIES 2012A, BEING SOLD BY THE CITY OF KANKAKEE,
KANKAKEE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Thank you.  The last item on the New Business is the approval of the Environmental Services Exempt Employee Benefit Handbook.  Do I have a motion to.........

ALDERMAN BROWN:	Motion to approve.

ALDERMAN TALL:		Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Tall.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

CITY OF KANKAKEE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES UTILITY EXEMPT  
EMPLOYEE BENEFIT HANDBOOK – 2012 
(AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW IN CITY CLERK’S OFFICE)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  We’ve done the Resolution.  Ah, we will need an Executive Session tonight to discuss Collective Bargaining. 

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	And, Pending Litigation.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	And, Pending Litigation.  Do I have a motion to go into Executive Session?

ALDERMAN SWANSON:	So moved.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed same sign.

MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENTS
PENDING LITIGATION

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We are adjourned to Executive Session.
												7:42 P.M.



												7:53 P.M.

Alderman Stokes was not present for the Executive Session, therefore will not vote.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay, do I have a motion to accept the settlement offer as proposed?

ALDERMAN BARON:	I so move.
[bookmark: BM_1_]
ALDERMAN THOMPSON:		Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Baron, second by Alderman Thompson.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (Absolutely.) (13) 

MOTION TO ACCEPT PROPOSED SETTLEMENT

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay, we have a picture to take.  Those of you who’d like to participate, we’re going to line up here in the front.  We’ll get some chairs and, ah, tall people in the back.

NANCY SMITHBERG:	Are we going to adjourn first?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion to adjourn?

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:	Motion to adjourn.

ALDERMAN BROWN:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Thompson, seconded by Alderman Carl Brown.  All those in favor, aye.  

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We’re adjourned.
												7:54 P.M.
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