CITY OF KANKAKEE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NOVEMBER 19, 2012      7:00 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	I have to sit down before I stand up.  Ah, I’d like to call this meeting to order.  And, I’d like to ask, ah, Alderman Tall to lead us in prayer, please.  Reverend.

ALDERMAN TALL:	Let us pray.  Our heavenly Father, we thank You for this, another day.  We thank You for our opportunity to gather as a City Council.  God bless each and every one of us as we go forth into this meeting.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  And, I don’t believe.........is Yvonne Simmons here?  

CLERK DUMAS:	No.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	No, the children aren’t here.  Okay.  Aldermen will do the Pledge.  

EVERYONE:	Pledge of Allegiance.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  We will move to the Public Comment portion of the evening.  And, it must be because there’s a Bears game tonight that there is no one signed up to speak.  So, I’m sure we all appreciate that.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
PRESENT: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Department Heads.
 
CLERK DUMAS:
PRESENT:  Regnier; Young; Spice; Bohlen; Power; Simms; Cross; Gordon; Bertrand; Yohnka (10)
	ABSENT: Tyson; Banasiak (2)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you.  Ah, moving onto the minutes. I would entertain a motion to approve the minutes of the November 5, 2012, Council meeting.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, hearing no objections, changes, deletions, move they be approved as submitted.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Osenga to approve the minutes of the November 5, (2012,) meeting.  Any additions or corrections? 
			All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.
MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 5, 2012

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	The minutes are approved.  Communications.  The first one is from Comcast.  Second is a thank you note from the County Chargers, our football team.  And, the last two items are a recommendation for $100.00 donation to New Greater Bethlehem Full Gospel Church and to the Santa Train for $150.00.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I so move.

ALDERMAN JONES:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Hunter, did I hear a second?  

ALDERMAN JONES:	Second. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Seconded by Alderman Jones.  Questions?

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Yes, ma’am.  Ah, that $150.00, I think it’s a good thing because it’s a constant thing that we do for the City, but I was just wondering is that the normal $150.00 that we give each year?

[bookmark: BM_1_]MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We vary, but this is the first time they’ve asked us. 

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	.............so that’s the donation that we settled on, ‘cause quite frankly, the Community Promotions line item in the budget is well overdrawn, so we’re going to have to be a little more judicious as we finish the year on our donations.  So, I have a motion and a second.  Any other discussion?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (I fully agree with you.  Everybody beggin’ for money.) (14) 

 RECOMMENDATION FOR CITY TO MAKE A $100.00 DONATION TO THE NEW GREATER BETHLEHEM FULL GOSPEL CHURCH ANGEL TREE PROGRAM 

RECOMMENDATION FOR CITY TO MAKE A $150.00 DONATION TO THE 
KANKAKEE SANTA TRAIN FOR THE 42ND ANNUAL SANTA TRAIN STOP IN 
THE CITY OF KANKAKEE ON DECEMBER 9, 2012, AT 4:00 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Standing Committees.  Economic Development.  Alderman Linneman.  

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN:	Ah, the information is in the packet.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you. Public Safety.  Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein, the minutes are self-explanatory.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Budget Committee.  Alderman Baron.  

ALDERMAN BARON:	At the Budget Committee, we discussed the fiscal financial figures that was, briefly, sales tax showed the November payment of $1.38 million, down about 5% from last year.  Income tax from the State, we’re staying steady at three months behind–half a million dollars.  Ah, the comparison of revenues to expenditures for the, ah, through the six months ending October 31, showed revenues to be slightly less than expenditures, but there’s nothing–there’s all kinds of seasonal things that go into this.  Any given snapshot at the end of any given month, it’s hard to tell what factors are at work.  There certainly is nothing that stands out to be concerned about.  It’s essentially balanced. It’s essentially on target to be balanced by the end of the year. And, finally we discussed the levy.  Next meeting we would anticipate coming to you asking for you asking for the passage of the Levy Ordinance.  The levy, of course, is the amount of money what we ask the County to extend and then tax on the next tax bill.  So, we’re like a couple of fiscal years ahead of ourselves.  We’re always a couple of years ahead of ourself. It looks like, I mean the, ah, the preliminary, ah, levy is showing we may be asking for an actual decrease of the amount from the County in terms of real estate taxes.  We need to get a couple more figures, ah, health insurance, the pension figures that might be a little clearer by the next meeting, but, as I say, we’re not asking for any action on that tonight, but at the first meeting in December, we should have the Levy Ordinance for you to consider.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Thank you, Alderman.  Moving onto the Report of Officers, I need a motion to pay the bills.  

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	Your Honor, I move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $360,637.37.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Osenga to pay the bills.  Are there any questions?  

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Yes, I just have one question for the attorney.  Mr. Bohlen and Mr. Power, if you don’t mind.  Can you explain to me again in regard of how the bills relate to me in terms me bein’ a City employee?  Can you explain to me fresh how that relates?  Thank you.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Because you’re a City employee of a City department, any of the bills that are approved or relating to that department, you have a financial interest in.  Therefore, you have an inherent conflict of interest even though the statute says you can be elected to the position, it doesn’t waive the inherent conflicts of interest that occur during the course of the.....the course of your vote.  But, that’s my opinion.  That’s not my opinion for you.  You can receive any opinion you want and take any action you want.  It’s your call, not mine.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Also, Mayor, I have one other thing if you don’t mind, ah, in relation to these bills.  Ah, I just want to turn my attention towards Mr. Spice.  Mr. Spice , is it true that, ah, I have it here.  Sorry for stumbling.  This is a document indicating that the disbursement journal that I have in my hand and it indicates that the Fire Department bills are all in the 40s.  Is that correct?

JAMES SPICE:	That is correct.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Are all what, Alderman?  I’m sorry, I didn’t hear you.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Ah, just basically, I have a disbursement journal here in my hand that I normally receive and I just noticed–it dawned on me that in this journal it indicates that the Fire Department is in the 40s.  It could be 45.  It could be 46.  It could be 40.......anything pertaining to the 40s.  I’m gonna’ study this a  little closely, gonna’ make sure I dot my t’s.........I did notice a few other times that, ah, the Fire Department has did something with 91, indicating I think it was, ah, Environmental Services.  I don’t know if they pay the..........I’m gonna’ study a little bit more and then  hopefully after I study it I can vote.  But, I just wanna’ basically make sure I understand. Is that correct?  Everything in the 40s is the Fire Department’s on here?

JAMES SPICE:	The account for Fire Department division are in the 40s.  That is correct?
				
ALDERMAN STOKES:	Okay.  Would the Fire Department be a part of any other codes?

JAMES SPICE:	It’s possible.  Ah, it wouldn’t be a direct, but it’s possible.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Okay.  Thank you.

JAMES SPICE:	You’re welcome.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Thank you, Mayor.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We have a motion and a second to approve the payment of the bills.  Roll call.  
CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman;  Jones; Davidson; Cox (Aye, except 62.  62 indistinguishable everything else I vote aye.)(13)  
	ABSTAIN:    Stokes (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS, APPROVAL OF BILLS $360.637.37

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.  Under New Business, we have an Ordinance Establishing a Handicapped Parking Space at 567 S. Greenwood.  I need a motion to Suspend the Rules.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Mayor, can I........I’d like to try to, ah, what you call that, ah, pull this back.  What’s that terminology?  We don’t need this anymore.  Somebody took up my time.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	You want to rescind this?

ALDERMAN STOKES:	I’m sorry.  Yes, I’d like to do that.  I spoke with the homeowner.  He basically did not have the proper decals and I explained to him that if you have this in front of your home and you park there and don’t have the proper IDs or whatever that you will be ticketed.  So, we’d like to, ah..........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay, we’ll rescind that item.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	....rescind it.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	And, pull it from the agenda.

ALDERMAN STOKES:	Thank you, ma’am.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Ah, there are no Motions and Resolutions.  We will need an Executive Session tonight to discuss Collective Bargaining.  We have some contracts that we need to discuss.  So, at this time.......

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	I so move.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:		Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	.........I would move to move to Executive Session.  Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Thompson.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We are adjourned to Executive Session.			 
												7:10 P.M.



												7:26 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We are back in Open Session.  As soon as the doors are open.

ALDERMAN COX:	Can he come in now?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Yes, he can come in, yes.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	indistinguishable three contracts?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We’re going to do them, Alderman, separately.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	He wants to do all three.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Do you want to do all three together?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	All right.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Move that we, ah, approve all three contracts as presented with the changes, modifications as presented.

ALDERMAN JONES:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	We have a motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Jones and I’m going to clarify.  The contractual agreement between the City of Kankakee and the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #102, the Patrol Officers.  Agreement between the City of Kankakee and the Office of Professional Employee International Union, OPEIU, and between the City of Kankakee and the Teamsters Local 705.  We have a motion and a second.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13) 
	ABSTAIN: Stokes (1)

CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF KANKAKEE AND THE 
ILLINOIS FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE LODGE NUMBER 102 - PATROL OFFICERS

CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF KANKAKEE AND THE 
OFFICE AND PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYEES INTERNATIONAL UNION (OPEIU)

CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF KANKAKEE AND 
TEAMSTERS LOCAL 705

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Mayor Epstein before you.........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion carries.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	..........before you announce the vote, good job in terms of the highlights.  Talking points.  Good stuff.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:	Thank you.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:	Good stuff.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Okay.  Motion to adjourn.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:	So moved.

ALDERMAN COX:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Cox to adjourn.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING
												7:28 P.M.
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