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CITY COUNCIL MEETING

FEBRUARY 19, 2013      7:00 P.M.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Good evening.  I’d like to call this meeting to order.  At this time, I’d like to ask Reverend Jessica Henks from First Baptist Church of Kankakee to come forward and lead us in prayer–with her son.

REVEREND HENKS:
Would you join me in prayer, please?  Holy God, we do praise You for the many mercies and love, Lord, that You pour out on us so graciously.  And, God, as we gather this evening, Lord, we ask for Your wisdom and for Your discernment to guide our discussion and our decisions.  We ask that whatever our role or purpose here tonight, God, that You would bless this gathering.  That You would lead us in Your will and that You would bring us to common ground to pursue the best for our community.  Lord, we thank You for Your abiding presence in our midst.  Be with us now as we proceed together in Jesus’ name.   Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  I would like to ask the students from Kankakee High School Students Against Destructive Decisions and their sponsors, Michael Bielski and Ann Bernard, to come forward and lead us in the Pledge.

KANKAKEE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

AGAINST DESTRUCTIVE DECISIONS AND ALL:
Pledge of Allegiance.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay, we’ve come to the Public Comment portion of the meeting. Please direct your comments to the Mayor. They  are limited to five minutes. No personal attacks on City Council members, staff, or other persons in attendance or absent will be permitted. Discussion of matters which are currently under legal review will not be permitted.  Ah, Cheryl Jones.

CHERYL JONES:
Mayor, I’m here tonight after meeting with the seniors in the high rise on River Street with some of their concerns.  Ah, number one, they would like–I’m not sure who’s on the Metro Board, if they can pass this information on.  They would like to see if they can get a bus shelter with a bench on the north side of River Street.  Along with that, they would like to know if there could be a crosswalk from Dearborn to their entrance way.  I believe, ah, one of the seniors was hit by a car last year and has not recovered as of yet.  Numerous, ah, seniors have almost been hit by cars as they come around.  So, if they would have a crosswalk, they would have to slow down for the people.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman, we’ve already applied to IDOT for permission to do that.

ALDERMAN JONES:
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Because that’s a State route.  Ah, the first part of that process is requir.........is asking for permission and getting a permit.  

ALDERMAN JONES:
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
When we hear, we’ll let you know.  

ALDERMAN JONES:
Okay.  And, then on Harrison and Bourbonnais Street, all four corners need to be cut out for, ah,  handicapped accessible.  And on the corner right by your office on the northwest corner of Indiana and Station needs to be cut out for handicapped accessible.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  And, Alderman, we do that when we do the repairs to the streets.

ALDERMAN JONES:
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Ah, we don’t usually, typically, do those four corners unless we have to because, quite frankly, it’s a very costly process and when the State repaved Court Street, you’ll notice they did the corners as they got to them.  When we do major projects, we will also do the corners, but we typically don’t do them until we do a total repaving.  

ALDERMAN JONES:
Okay.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
But, I wrote down the addresses of where you’d like that done.  

ALDERMAN JONES:
Okay, thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Pastor Robinson.  Isn’t it?  Dave Robinson.

CLERK DUMAS:
Your name’s on the list.

PASTOR ROBINSON:
My name’s on the list?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Did you wish to speak, Pastor?

PASTOR ROBINSON:
No, I didn’t come here to say anything.  I simply came to observe.

CLERK DUMAS:
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
You signed in, so that’s okay.

PASTOR ROBINSON:
Oh, sorry.  Would you like a sermon?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Maybe some other time.

CLERK DUMAS:
We had one last week.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Ah, Mr. Stokes.

JAMES STOKES:
Yes, ma’am.  Hi, I’m Alderman James Stokes, citizen of the City of Kankakee.  Lot of my neighbors here.  Nice to see you.  And, thank you for comin’ out tonight.  Look like we got some 2nd Ward in the house and that’s great.  Try and encourage others to come out.  Mayor, basically, you know, this year I be 55 years old.  And, I be on the Fire Department for 32 years at the end of this month.  I am so grateful for Black History month.  Mainly because I think about Martin Luther King and how he tried to bring different  races and different people together when I was young and four years old.  I remember seein’ all ‘a that and I saw the fire trucks squirt the people and I saw the Police Department put the dogs on the people and I think about all that and that stuff just shakes me up and make me realize that we got to get out here and do somethin’ about that and try to straighten things out.  But, nevertheless, I got a few items Mayor.  Basically, want to welcome everyone for comin’ out.  Thank God for Black History.  I think it’s a wonderful thing.  I understand the City is participatin’.  Just want to let you know the very first Black History program, the Kids in Action program kicked it off at City Hall under the Johnson administration.  So, movin’ right along, Mayor, ah, ‘preciate it if you don’t interrupt me, ‘cause I got five minutes.  First thing first.  Mayor, do you understand that when the City of Kankakee paid me my back pay from being a firefighter for bein’ terminated, when I get my money, I want to create........ I’m wanna’ take the first $500.00 and create a Fire Department Cadet program.  I’m gonna’ be willin’ to take $500.00 and put it towards this program and mainly to see the people–not necessarily people–the kids in our community, boy, girl, it doesn’t matter–grow up in our community and when they see our trucks and squad cars go down the street, they want to be that.  Just like I wanted to be that.  And, I thank God for that.  Nevertheless, Mayor, movin’ right along, to my understanding we up to 200 board ups in our community.  And, we still countin’ according to the Public Works Department.  And, then last week or so, ah, Attorney Power gave me a list over 80 addresses on it.  And, Mayor, I think that’s kind of bad.  But, we gonna’ move right along.  Bed bugs in the school system.  And, we knew about it at the City Council meeting and if  they in the school system, they in our community.  Stevie, I see you countin’.  And, thank you for that.  Aim at me and I’ll know it.  I’ll know what the time is.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Four........

ALDERMAN STOKES:
No, it should be three, sir.  You talkin’.  And, number one.....number two is there’s no police, no fire, no code enforcement programs for our citizens and Mayor you understand that on our organization chart, the citizens of Kankakee is at top.  They over all of us.  Then you and then we branches off as Aldermen and as the City Clerk.  But, Mayor, with you there is seems to be a lot of resources underneath you. Resources –you have all the resources on the community.  Our alley should not be bad lookin’ or anything.  Mayor, you got all the resources that we need that can make a difference in our community.  And, I don’t know why you don’t wanna’ use those.  

ALDERMAN COX:
Look at the Republicans.  The Republicans are leavin’.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mr. Cox been askin’ you for time and time again, Mayor, I’m not tryin’ to be disrespectable.  I’m just tellin’ the truth.  This is what I hear.  And, one more thing.  If you don’t mind, Alderman Cox, one more thing or a couple more things.  ‘Member you laid off people.  You never even thought about hirin’ those people back.  Did you?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman. 

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Answer and I’m sittin’ down.  Thank you.  Answer.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
A budget has to be balanced.  When you lay off people it’s because you don’t the resources to pay them.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
You’re welcome.  Thank you for.......

ALDERMAN COX:
Maybe it’ll be permanent April 9.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Moving right along.  Roll call please.

CLERK DUMAS:


PRESENT: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (Thank God indistinguishable) (13)

 
ABSENT: Osenga (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:  Regnier; Young; Kambic; Bohlen; Power; Simms; Banasiak; Gordon; Bertrand; Yohnka (10) 


ABSENT:   Tyson; Cross (2)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Moving onto Communications.  The first item is for information only.  The second item, ah, I put in your packet.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Aren’t you going to do the minutes?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Oh, I’m sorry.  Thank you.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Motion to approve the minutes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:

So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Hunter, I believe, did the first motion.  Alderman Thompson seconded.  Are there any questions or corrections or additions to the minutes?  All those in favor of the minutes, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 4, 2013

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The minutes are approved.  Thank you, Alderman, for pointing that out.  Communications.  First item from Comcast is information.  The second item is a public information meeting that’s going to be held by IDOT concerning the 312 interchange at Interstate 57.  Ah, this is a series of public information meetings that are going to be held.  We’ve already had one at the Public Library.  Ah, they will take the comments that they heard at that first public information meeting.  They will incorporate them into this public information meeting and, ah, so I encourage any of you who would like to attend.  There will be no presentation.  It’s simply a demonstration of the interchange and there’s a listing of the comments and the changes and you will have the opportunity to make significant comments if you would like in writing or through email.  Alderman Thompson.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:

Mayor, after this meeting are you anticipatin’ more meetings of this sort?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes.  Ah, this is quite a lengthy process.  We’re still in Phase One.  And, ah, I expect that there will be other meetings before this process is over.  But, you will be notified every time there is one.  

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:

Okay. Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
You’re welcome.  Ah, the next item on the agenda, we have a request from the YMCA, their Strong Kids Campaign, for a $300 donation.  I would like a motion to approve.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Motion to approve.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Question.  Could I get........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Let’s do a motion, please.  Motion by Alderman Tall.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Second by Alderman Davidson to approve the request.  Questions?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, ma’am.  In regard of this, ah, YMCA, ah, where is this money going to go?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
I can answer that, Alderman.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Hold on one minute.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
It goes to the Stong Kids........

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Hold on a minute.  Hold on a minute, sir.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
No, let me answer that question..........

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Hold on one moment.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
I thought you wanted an answer to your question.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I’m gonna’ get it all out and then you can answer it.

ALDERMAN COX:
Let him.......let him finish.  He don’t interrupt you.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Don’t cut me off, Mr. Bohlen.  I don’t know why you do that.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
I’m not trying to.  I answered........you asked a question.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I just want to get my question out and then you can answer then I be done with it.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
I thought you asked your question.  I certainly apologize.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Thank you.  The question is, ah, how would this money be dispersed?  Is there going to be a name behind it?  Mayor, are you going to get the credit behind this money goin’ to the Y?  ‘Cause I notice your name is on here again. Not the City Council.  And, I’m new at this–don’t get me wrong–so that’s why I’m askin’ questions.  I notice it’s a 2013 pledge of $300.00 towards the Y.  I like the Y.  I really do, but I want to make sure this money, because, before Mayor, your office gave $50.00 to the Greek Church without us voting for it and I didn’t like that.  So, Mr. Bohlen, if you could go ahead and answer that, I really would appreciate that, sir.  

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Your disrespect to the Mayor’s office is noted.  Due to the fact that the $50.00 donation didn’t come from the Mayor’s office to the Greek Church that was in honor of her uncle who had passed away.  Just like we send flowers to family members, that’s what was sent.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
$50.00?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
$50.00.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Cash?  Where the cash come from?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
It came from everywhere the same place that we spend money for flowers for any other family member that passes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Why cash?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
It was a check donation from the City.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
First I ever head of money goin’ out like that.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Okay, well....

ALDERMAN STOKES:
And, I got members that need flowers.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Then you’d better look at other expenditures in the past.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay, Mr. Bohlen, I’m gonna’ take time out tomorrow and I want you to tell me this $50.00.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Let me answer the YMCA question.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
This is to the Strong Kids Campaign.  If you look under Donor Information it says City of Kankakee.  The contact is Mayor Epstein.  The money for the Strong Kids Campaign is used for the open door policy which allows the YMCA to allow children and other people into the Y who can’t afford to pay the membership fees.  That’s the purpose.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay.  Thank you, Mr. Bohlen.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
You’re welcome.

ALDERMAN COX:
Mayor, I thought the fee was cut down to $150.00.  I’m votin’ no because the YW....YMCA, they let black boys play full court basketball.  I’m votin’ no.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  I have a motion and a second.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (12) 


NAY:
Cox (You still didn’t answer my question.  You cut it down to $150.00.  Why should this be $300.00?  


MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We didn’t cut it down to $150.00.


ALDERMAN COX: 
Yes, you did.  You cut it down to $150.00. 


MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes or no?


ALDERMAN COX: I vote no.


MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.) (1)


ABSENT:    Osenga (1)

RECOMMENDATION FOR THE CITY OF KANKAKEE TO MAKE A $300.00 PLEDGE DONATION TO THE KANKAKEE AREA YMCA 2013  STRONG KIDS CAMPAIGN

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Standing Committees.  Economic Development.  Alderman Tall.

NUMEROUS VOICES:
No. No.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I’m sorry.  I’m looking at Alderman, he’s like, “Why are you looking at me?”  You look very similar.  Okay.  Both bald heads.

ALDERMAN LINNEMAN:
The epistle’s in the packet.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yeah, okay.  Thank you.  Public Safety, Alderman Hunter.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Just real.........real quick, ah, the, ah, Public Safety Committee met on February 5, with a duly constituted quorum.  I call your attention to the Police Department where it says Nancy Pittser, the Director of the Attendance Assistance Program, discussed the issues of truancy.  We thought this would be a relevant matter and, ah, the Chief invited her to come to the Public Safety Committee meeting.  Very informative.  Lively discussion regarding this particular matter.  Also, on the, ah, matter of the junk dealers, ah, reporting of metals such as copper, etc., is reflected in the Ordinance that’s listed under 12D on the agenda.  Just another comment regarding the activities of that Committee.  Ah, Lt. Pat Kane moved into the CALEA office and he’ll be responsible for that particular preparation for any future CALEA onsites.  Lt. Skelly’s going into investigations and Lt. Hunt will be moving to midnights.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay, Alderman.  We’ll handle the Ordinance under New Business. Is that all right?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
That’s fine.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
License and Franchise.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Ah, excuse me.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Alderman Hunter.  In terms of the Fire Department, I notice you put down Alderman Stokes had several comments.  Can you mention one comment that I had?  Since I had several of them.  At least one?  ‘Cause I’m lookin’ for one for you to mention.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Probably because they were so insignificant I didn’t even........

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Let me give this to you Chairman.  Let me make myself clear.  I asked you several times...........several times........I wanted a Chief On Call list.  If a Fire Chief or Police Chief or anyone..........if one of those two guys go on vacation, we want to know in the 2nd Ward ‘cause if I got issues for example, Alderman, ah, I mean, ah, excuse me.......Chief Regnier.  Called the Chief up.........Chief I appreciate you.  Called him up, told him about my concerns in terms of the graffiti.  The people just pourin’ in on, just tired of paintin’ they garage.  Alderman.........I mean, ah, Chief Regnier got on it.  Chief, thank you.  People are happy.  I’m happy.  But, Alderman Hunter, when it comes to you, sir, I asked you before and I’m gonna’ ask you again in open Council, can you please see to it that I and any other Alderman that like to have a Chief On Call list, ‘cause if a Chief go on vacation, we want to know who’s replacing him.  And, thank you, sir.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Any other comments, Alderman?  Public Safety.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
No.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  License and Franchise.  Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Ah, we had a lively discussion. We will continue discussions.  There’s a lot of action items will be discussed at the next meeting.  Ah, we still lookin’ at the fees.  We request that you can attend if you want input into these kind of discussions.  We need to revisit what we do and how we do licenses and make sure that basically we are in compliance or in competition with other communities our size.  So, that’s very important. With that being said, that’s pretty much self-explanatory.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Budget, Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BARON:
Actually, I wasn’t there.  Alderman Hunter chaired the meeting.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s correct.

ALDERMAN BARON:
I had a dental appointment.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
As you can see by virtue of the, ah, minutes that were provided to us, that were  very well written, ah, various activities and questions were posed regarding the status of, ah, our fiscal situation.  Ah, there will be only one action item and that is listed on...on, ah, item 13B and that’s regarding the proposed tax levy abatements.  Ah, the one, two, three, four...the fourth paragraph conveys and clearly delineates what that entails.  Additionally, ah, taking a look at the minutes, it says further the Committee next reviewed the major revenues report that lists the other tax revenues, income, blah, blah, blah, telecom replacement, etc.  And, it shows as well, too, that the income tax is being held by the, ah, by the State.  The State reports the amount it owes the City on a monthly basis and the City records that amount.  Ah, most recently the State has paid the City the amount owed through October 2012, and is currently holding $530,000.  And, also, as the minutes delineate, it speaks to the, ah, revenues and expenditures through January..........end of January of this year.  Ah, last the matter that was addressed by the Budget Committee was, ah, conveyed by Assistant Comptroller Kambic informed the Committee that legal is preparing a Resolution that will require mandatory direct deposit for employee payroll resulting in a savings to the City.  Ah, I participate in that initiative and you’ll actually get your money probably a day early, I think.  Payday for us is, ah, the 5th of the month and that money is electronically deposited in your checking account on the 4th.  So, this will require that all of us participate in this program.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  We will be preparing that, ah, Resolution and that will come to you at the next meeting.  The savings is approximately about $1,500.00 a year.  But, the savings in time far outweighs that and I believe there’s only about 20 some employees.

MAUREEN KAMBIC:
We have 27 employees and the one department that has a few of them is working diligently.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
As Mr. Bertrand smiles.

MAUREEN KAMBIC:
He’s working diligently and you know what, as people are hired we’re going to make it mandatory, you know, we want to implement it so that when the check on May20th, you know, your first payroll in the fiscal year is direct deposit.  It actually cuts down on clearing the checks.  It cuts down–they’re going to be on check stubs.  We’re going to rid of.....we’re going to get down to a pack of, you know, copy paper which is $2.79 for 500 sheets instead of a box of checks that cost us almost $1,200 bucks.

ALDERMAN COX:
Mayor, do we have a hiring freeze?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
A formal hiring freeze?

ALDERMAN COX:
indistinguishable a hiring freeze?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
No.  

ALDERMAN COX:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  Budget.  Are we done, Alderman?  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Yes, we are.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  We will move onto the Report of Officers.  I need a motion to pay the bills.  

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
I move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $131,875.46.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Are there any questions?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I got  a question, yes, ma’am.  Okay.  64.....6....86, Illinois Central.  Everyone got it?  Now turn it over to the next page and look at the very bottom.  Just above Total All Funds–same figure.....

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes?   That’s where it’s being paid out of.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay, but it’s listed twice.  

MAUREEN KAMBIC:
No, it’s not.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The fund.......

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Wait a minute..........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The funds for that check are being paid out of the Motor Vehicle Parking Fund.  So if you add the General Fund Expenditures plus that, that’s the total amount of checks being paid this Council period.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I don’t.......hold on a minute.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
You don’t understand it?  A check for $1,150.00........

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yeah.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Is being paid out of the Motor Vehicle Parking Fund.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay, so why is it...........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
So, one is an expenditure.  The other is telling you where it’s coming from for payment.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yeah, but why is it listed among all these other line items that has to be paid?  Why is it listed........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
It’s not being paid twice.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
To come down to a hundred........to one thirty.......it’s listed in there.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
It’s not being paid twice.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
And, then you turn it around and addin’ another eleven hundred dollars to it.  You understand that?  You see it?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
No.  

ALDERMAN JONES.  When you add all this up, it’s not going to have this amount in it.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Hold on there.  Maybe I’m wrong.  Let me hold this up.  This.........all these figures here come out to one thirty.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
No, Alderman, that’s where you’re wrong.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s where you’re wrong.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay.  

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
All those items come out to $131,875.46.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
The Motor Vehicle Parking Fund is paying $1,150.00 which is that one check and the rest of the money is coming from the General Fund.  So, if you add all of those checks up, you get $131,875.46.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay.  That’s what I wanted to make sure and thank you for that correction.  I mean, not correction, but that’s indistinguishable 

ALDERMAN COX:
Mayor.  Mayor.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I’m not done, but Alderman if you want to go, I still have questions.  Go ahead.

ALDERMAN COX:
No, you go ahead and finish.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Ah, Adcraft.500.......something came out of Adcraft that requires 500 decals.  I want to know about that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
500 what?

CLERK DUMAS:
I can answer it for you Alderman.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay. Go ahead.

CLERK DUMAS:
The City of Kankakee, we issue fiscal year licenses every year.  I’m not sure if you’re familiar with that.  We have to order our decals.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay.  Thank you.

CLERK DUMAS:
You’re welcome.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Ah, just hold on one moment.

ALDERMAN COX:
Use the proper tone, City Clerk.

CLERK DUMAS:
What you say?  Excuse me, Alderman.

ALDERMAN COX:
Use the proper tone of voice.

CLERK DUMAS:
I can use whatever voice I want, Alderman.

ALDERMAN COX:
Use the proper tone.

CLERK DUMAS:
Let’s get that one thing straight.  I can use whatever tone I please to.  And, I’m an adult, just like you are and we will respect one another here.

ALDERMAN COX:
Use the proper tone.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, ma’am.  Mr. Bohlen, if you don’t mind.  Look at........oh, let me turn it back over to this sheet.  Just a couple questions, sir.  If you don’t mind, I’m tryin’ to get a clear cut understanding.  It says Curry and Associates.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
It says, Tax Sharing payment.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes, Curry and Associates are a lobbyist that we share with the County. 

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
In order to advocate for us in Springfield on our tax.........sales tax issues.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay.  Now wait a minute, when I went today to look at the invoice it says retainer.  Are we still hiring people?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s not.........

ALDERMAN STOKES:
It says retainer.  It says retainer.  That’s exactly what it says.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
It is her.........it is her payment.  It is her monthly payment

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Then why does it say retainer?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Because that’s the term that she uses for her billing purposes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
It’s a contract.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay.  And, then, Mr. Bohlen, this is another one for you, too.  And, then I got somethin’ else to add to this.  Elmo.....Elmer?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Eimer Stahl.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay.  Mr. Bohlen, just a quick question in terms of this.  I notice when I went and looked at this.  I notice Mr. Bohlen that you have your law firm name on documents of the City of Kankakee.  Why is your law firm name on those.........

ALDERMAN COX:
That’s a conflict.  That’s a conflict.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
.....documents that goes up north?  Why?  On two occasions I caught that.  And, I thought it was a conflict of interest.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
What law firm........what law firm........what documents is my law firm name on other than I receive the billing statement from Eimer Stahl?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I’m just tryin’ to get a.............

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
....at the address of my law firm?  That’s because they requested that they send it to me and then I forward it onto the.......

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mr. Bohlen, do you have a office at the City of Kankakee?  

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Yes, I do.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Why do.....why do they have to channel through your firm?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
They don’t.  That was their choice and I didn’t........

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mr. Bohlen, do we pay you good money?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Would you let me answer your question?  You ask questions, I try to answer them.  The answer is, when the original billing was set up, it was sent to my office.  It could be sent anywhere as far as I’m concerned.  It doesn’t matter that it comes through my office.  It goes, ultimately, it’s faxed whenever I get it over to City.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mr. Bohlen, if you have a office at the City of Kankakee Administration Building, right?  You and Mr. Powers.  I don’t understand that.  Can you see to it that that........your office firm get off of there because it appears that you are conflicted.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
I don’t think it makes any difference one way or the other whether the bill comes to my law office or........

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I’m going to give you advice.  Get it off.  I don’t want it on there.  Get it off.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
When you become my advisor, I’ll take your advice.  Until then, I’m not going to take anything

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Get it off Mr. Bohlen.  There’s no reason for it to be on there.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Are you done?  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I’m not done yet.  Hold on Mayor. I got a couple more.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
No, Alderman, my understanding is that you spent over an hour at the Comptroller’s office.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mayor, when I have questions about.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
These questions  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
When we wastin’ money on flowers. $50.00 flowers.  I don’t like that.  I don’t like handin’ money out.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
These questions.........

ALDERMAN STOKES:
And, when you talkin’ about money, you layin’ people off, I don’t like that Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
These questions.............

ALDERMAN STOKES:
It bothers me.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
..........were answered for you today.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
No, ma’am they was not.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes they were.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I took notes.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
No. No.  I have a check list of every check that you asked about today.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mayor, I have a list of every paper I asked.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
And, you’re asking about the same checks.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
How many times do you need to be informed?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mayor, I don’t know why you tryin’ to cut me off and deviate me from doin’ my job.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Because this Council........

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I am elected.........I am elected to represent the dimes and nickels and dollars that’s bein’ wasted on coffee in certain departments that’s unacceptable.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Alderman, you can’t vote.....you can’t vote on any of these and have not since you’ve been elected.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
It doesn’t matter, but I can question ‘em.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
You have not been........

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I can question ‘em.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
You have not voted on a single financial issue since the day of your election.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I can question ‘em, Mr. Bohlen.  You tryin’ to deter me from questionin’ some of the spending that’s going on in the City Council.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Ask all the questions you want as far as I’m concerned.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Thank you, Mayor.  You just heard ‘im.  Thank you.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman.........

ALDERMAN COX:
Mr. Bohlen, ah.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Cox, you’ve not been recognized yet.  

ALDERMAN COX:
Thank you.  Let me know when I do.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
This is an embarrassment.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
How?  Asking questions.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
This is an embarrassment to the people who elected all of us.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I would rather be embarrassed than let some of this spendin’ go the way it’s goin’.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:

Alderman..... 

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Go ahead and embarrass me.  Because I’m not gonna’ sit here and lay low and lay quietly while this unnecessary spending is goin’ on.  I’m not gonna’ allow........you got the wrong one, Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes, I agree with you.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
You got the wrong one.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I totally.....

ALDERMAN STOKES:
You sure do.  Because we not gonna’ tolerate it.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman..........enough!

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Go ahead.

ALDERMAN COX:
There’s election comin’ up February 26. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX: 
There’s an election comin’ up February 26.  Ah, Mayor, I understand that, ah, City Hall........no

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The City what?

ALDERMAN COX:
Wait a minute.  The Donald E. Green Safety Center, they get that free right, Com Ed bill?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes.  

ALDERMAN COX:
And, these two is all the other locations?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s correct.

ALDERMAN COX:
Thank you.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mayor, you realize you cut me off.  I had other questions.  Pertainin’ to the spendin’.  I can’t vote, but I can question some of this wasteful spending that I see and I detect it.  And, when I go to bring it up, you try to quiet me.  I don’t like that, Mayor

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Alderman, do you think the bill to Eimer Stahl was wasteful?  Is that what your question is?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
No, I’m just sayin’, Mr. Bohlen...... 

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
You think the bill to.........

ALDERMAN STOKES:
In terms of  your office, you should be able to handle some of that.  

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
I may..........

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Why you........why you.........why you, ah, subbin’ it out?

NANCY SMITHBERG:
You asked that question last time.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Because this City Council voted to do that.  And, that’s the decision and that’s what we’re doing.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
So, you couldn’t handle it?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
We made...........

ALDERMAN STOKES:
You got a big law firm over there.  Why can’t you handle it?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
How big is my law firm, Alderman?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
You got enough names across the board.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
How big is my law firm?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
When I looked at that paper, you had quite a few names.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
How many names?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Quite a few.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
How many?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
More than three.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
No, it isn’t more than three, sir.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Well, when I looked at the names.........

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
It’s three.  It’s three.  And, that’s how many lawyers in my office.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
How about three or more?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
I don’t have three or more.  I have three.  Three lawyers in my office.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
You work for the City, but you stay over here at your office.  I don’t like that.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
And, I work in the City Hall office.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Well, why aren’t you down there then?  If you work there, why aren’t you down there?  Why you at your firm all day?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Do you have questions about bills, sir?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Go ahead, Mayor.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Do you have questions about bills?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Roll call.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
In a moment, I’m going to ask for adjournment, if this continues.  

ALDERMAN COX:
That’s our right.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We have a first and a second to pay the bills.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson (11) 


ABSTAIN:    Stokes (applause.  You like that don’t you?) (1)  


PRESENT: Cox (1) 


ABSENT: Osenga (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS, APPROVAL OF BILLS - $131,875.46

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Moving onto New Business.  

ALDERMAN COX:
indistinguishable 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We have an intergovernmental agreement with the MPO.  This is the Metropolitan Planning Organization.  The City is a member.  We just need to execute this intergovernmental agreement.  Do I have a motion to approve?  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Thompson to approve the intergovernmental agreement between the member agencies and the Metropolitan Planning Organization.  Ah, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13) (See pass vote below.) 

PASS:   Stokes (Now I’ll vote. I said pass. Guess you must have missed it. Aye (1)


ABSENT:   Osenga (1)

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 

MEMBER AGENCIES OF THE METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

FOR THE  KANKAKEE, ILLINOIS URBANIZED AREA

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The next item is an Ordinance establishing a 35 mile per hour speed limit on Justice Way.  If you recall, at the last meeting, we extended the name of the street Justice Way in order to comply with state statutes.  We need to raise the speed limit on that road to 35 miles an hour.  Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I so move.  

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Davidson to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13) 


ABSENT:   Osenga (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Davidson to place this Ordinance on Final Passage.  Any questions?

ALDERMAN COX:
I got a question.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:
Ah, is, ah, they gonna’ be at work from nine to five.  I thought all City employees s’posed to be nine to five.  Why do some Department Heads come 11:00, 10:00?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman, do you have a question on the Ordinance?  If not, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13) 


ABSENT:   Osenga (1)

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 152 ESTABLISHING A 

THIRTY-FIVE MILE PER HOUR SPEED LIMIT ON JUSTICE WAY

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Next item on the agenda is an Ordinance declaring.............I’m sorry.  It passed.  The next item is an Ordinance declaring certain properties surplus for the City of Kankakee in the Fire Department.  The items are listed on the back of the.........or an additional page.  Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Question.

ALDERMAN JONES:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Jones to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (12) 


ABSTAIN:   Stokes (And, a question.)   (1)


ABSENT:   Osenga (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I so move.

ALDERMAN JONES:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Jones to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.  Questions?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, ma’am.  Ah, two things.  You know, I’m still tryin’ to figure out ways of savin’ the taxpayers money.  Ah, Chief, do you have any idea or anyone.........neighboring communities that might could use any of these items that you are surplussing tonight?  Chief Young, please.

CHIEF YOUNG
The radios, I have a request on my desk from the Boy Scouts of America to utilize those radios at their camp.  The other.........the other issues, there’s three items on there that do not work.  And, there’s two items on there that a back-up battery costs more than the replacement of the unit.  Ah, so, if they want the non-working computer monitors, I guess they can have ‘em.  Ah, and, if they have a use for an Optimus UPS1500 C and C-RM, they can make an offer.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Also, Chief, just one other thing.  Ah, Mayor, I’m kind of talkin’ to him but I’m gonna’ direct it to you if you don’t mind.  I’m gonna’ to figure out a way to ask the Council, ‘cause it does pertain to Fire Department, about the SAFER Grant.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
It’s not......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman........

ALDERMAN STOKES:
What is goin’ on with the SAFER Grant?  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman.........

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Whenever you get time, just let us know where we at with that?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman.............

ALDERMAN STOKES:
And thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
If you would like to take that up at the Public Safety meeting, right now we’re in the middle of voting on an Ordinance.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Okay.  That’s fine.  But, just keep that in mind.  And, thank you, Chief.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:
Is the Chief gonna’ give those to the Boy Scouts?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Is he going to give them to the Boy Scouts, is that your question?  Yes.

ALDERMAN COX:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
All right.  We have a motion and a second.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Jones; Davidson; Cox (12) 


ABSTAIN:   Stokes (1)


ABSENT: Osenga (1)

ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS OF THE CITY 

OF KANKAKEE – KANKAKEE FIRE DEPARTMENT – AND AUTHORIZING 

THE SALE THEREOF

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries. Thank you. The next item on the agenda, it was passed out this evening.  It’s an Ordinance amending our Pawnbroker and Junk and Secondhand Merchandise Dealer Ordinance.  It was taken up at the Public Safety Committee.  Alderman Hunter would you like to just briefly speak to the particulars that would change this very, ah, it’s not very significant, but it is in a way because it regulates copper and, ah, the manhole covers.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
This particular, ah, Ordinance provides us with some safeguards regarding the items that you just mentioned.  Additionally, it will require, ah, those individuals coming to sell things such as that, those  you mentioned as well as copper and other recyclable metals, they provide the owner with photo id.  This may provide some ability for us to, ah, abate some of the actions, ah, that have been taken by various individuals who bring things, ah, to be paid for by the recyclable companies.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.

ALDERMAN COX:
Mayor.  What’s the latest on the company.....on that junkyard over there in the 2nd Ward?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman, right now we’re dealing with..........

ALDERMAN COX:
Wait a minute.  There’s a man told me lives in 7th Ward, he called up Alderman Hunter and he hung up on him.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  We have...........

ALDERMAN COX:
What’s the latest on the.........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
May I have a vote....

ALDERMAN COX:
...on the Hobbie Avenue?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
A motion to Suspend the Rules.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I’ll make the motion.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Tall to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of this Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (13) 


ABSENT:    Osenga (1)

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I have.........Mayor I just have..........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman, we need to continue the process.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I know, but I need to talk to the Chief about this.  I need to ask him something.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
One second.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
At least let’s follow proper procedure if nothing else.  Did I get the count?

CLERK DUMAS:
Yes.  13 ayes, 0 nays.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  I need a motion to place this Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
And, second.......oh go on.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Hunter to place the Ordinance on Final Passage and Pass.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Tyler Tall.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
And, Alderman Tall.  Put ‘em both down.  Any questions?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, ma’am.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
On this Ordinance?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, ma’am.  Ah, Chief Regnier, boy you do such a good job in the 2nd Ward.  Man. Great, Chief.  Hey, Chief, just a quick thing.  You know the junkers are so accustomed to doin’ what they do, accustomed to doin’ what they do and they been doin’ it for such a long time and things are changin’ in terms of the law...the Ordinance.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman, is there a question here?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, it is.  It is, Mayor.  It really is.  Chief, if you don’t mind, some kind of way, we need to try to.........I don’t know how we gonna’ do it, but get ahold of these junkers, whenever you see ‘em, and let ‘em know that if you takin’ stuff to the junkyard you know you shouldn’t be takin’, we’re gonna’ give you a warnin’.  Don’t warn ‘em.  Give ‘em a warnin’.  Kinda’ be proactive.  Give ‘em a chance to know and then ticket ‘em.  Ticket ‘em.  ‘Cause they been doin’ what they been doin’.......actually they been keepin’ our alleys clean as quiet as it’s kept.  But, Chief, I just....I think the biggest thing I’m tryin’ to say, and I know you good at it anyway.  If you could just give ‘em a prior warnin’ not to take these items that we basically have listed and if you caught with ‘em, ah, that’s a done deal.  You gonna’ a ticket or whatever comes with it.  And, thank you, Mayor.

ALDERMAN COX:
Mayor, can you bring up the Council and the news media up on the junkyard in the 7th Ward on Hobbie Avenue.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman.  We are in the middle of a vote on an Ordinance.

ALDERMAN COX:
This concerns a JUNK YARD.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
There are rules of conduct for Aldermen and this is way beyond that.  I think it’s time for us right now to go back to the Rules that express–  govern the Aldermen conduct in these Chambers.

ALDERMAN BARON:
I agree with Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
When you askin’ questions.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
It is totally getting out of hand.  There’s no question.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Not when you’re askin’ questions, Alderman.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Did I interrupt you, sir?  Did I interrupt you when you goin’ on?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I’m sorry, sir.  You right.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Thank you.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
You’re right.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
It is totally out of order.  It totally has no structure.  And, it totally has nothin’ to do with the business of the City.  This is stuff that happened years ago when the City was goin’ this way because of the fightin’ and the silliness that’s goin’ on.  This is way beyond.  I’m gonna’ get with Chris Bohlen and I’m want to........I want to bring to this Council, ah, if you violate the Rules of Conduct, I think it should be brought before this Council.  To take some kind of action.  And, I vote yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I couldn’t agree with you more.  Thank you.  Do we have a..............

APPLAUSE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We’re going to take a roll call on the Ordinance, please.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter (If I might just mention something regarding this Ordinance.  Ah, Alderman Stokes, if I remember correctly, you were in attendance at the last Public Safety Committee meeting in which this particular Ordinance was brought up and fairly discussed.  Ah, and all the facets of this particular Ordinance.  And, it speaks to the violation and the various provisions therein contained.  It also speaks to the issue that you were....that you just brought up regarding fines, Section 25-55 speaks to the violation and fines.  So, ah, you know, to........to discuss this matter any further where it was given proper review and discussion, ah, at the Public Safety Committee meeting it’s kind of abominable .  I’ll vote aye.

ALDERMAN STOKES:  Mayor, just a follow up.


MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We’re under roll call.  We’re doing roll call.

ALDERMAN STOKES:  Okay, show me after roll call.  Thank you.); Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (Mayor can you bring the Council and the news media up on..........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We’re in the middle of a vote, Alderman.  Cast your vote 


ALDERMAN COX:   Aye.) (13)  


ABSENT:    Osenga (1)

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 25 OF THE CITY CODE OF THE CITY 

OF KANKAKEE (PAWNBROKERS AND JUNK AND SECONDHAND 

MERCHANDISE DEALERS

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Question.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Question.  Alderman Hunter.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
There’s..........Alderman.  You are out of order.  There is no business on the Floor right now.  This is not a debate.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
It’s not a debate.  It’s a response.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
There’s no response.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Well, he brung my name up.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Well, I’m sorry about that.  Discuss it after hours.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Alderman Hunter, do not bring my name up, when I can’t respond to it.  Thank you.

ALDERMAN COX:
indistinguishable 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We have a Res.............we have a Resolution authorizing the execution of the purchase contract for 1146 E. Merchant.  When the City demoed all of the properties on Merchant and Maple, there were also several houses that we had demolition orders on.  As you know, many times, we do not own those properties.  We lien them.  This particular property was sold for taxes and the County Trustee has said that we can have clear title to that property for $600.00 and a $37.00 filing fee.  I would like a motion to accept that agreement.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Davidson.  Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN JONES:
Second it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Second by Alderman Jones.  Roll call.  

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Stokes (Can you elaborate more on this?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman, it’s a yes or no vote.

ALDERMAN STOKES:   I can’t get no.....


UNKNOWN: Satisfaction.



MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The information is there in the packet from Friday afternoon until tonight.  Yes or no.

ALDERMAN STOKES:  I’ll take a pass

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s fine.).; Jones; Davidson; Cox (Could you, ah........
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes, or no?

ALDERMAN COX:
Mr. Bohlen, could you refer to the Robert’s Rules of Law?

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Robert’s Rules of Order would say when there’s a vote being taken, there’s no debate, no argument, no discussion.  So, we’re in the middle of a vote in which there should be no debate, no argument, and no discussion.

ALDERMAN COX:
I vote aye.

CLERK DUMAS:
Stokes?

ALDERMAN STOKES:    Also aye.  Thank you.) (13) 

ABSENT:   Osenga (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE PURCHASE CONTRACT 

FOR 1146 EAST MERCHANT STREET, KANKAKEE, ILLINOIS

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The last item on the agenda is a Resolution authorizing the Mayor to certify the abatement of bonds that we had previously levied.  Obviously, if we pass this abatement tonight, ah, it will reduce the property taxes for the City.........for the residents in the City of Kankakee.  Those bonds are abated because there are other funds being used to pay that debt service.  Ah, Alderman Baron, did you have anything you wanted to add to that explanation?

ALDERMAN BARON:
Ah, no, other than the fact that the source of repayment of the bonds other than the General Levy is indistinguishable 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s correct.  

ALDERMAN BARON:
For TIFS and.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s correct.  

ALDERMAN BARON:
So, these were................were never intended to be paid by the  indistinguishable but........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s correct.  The County automatically adds them to the levy and unless we abate them, ah, they are automatically on.  So, we do need to do this abatement in order to not make this part of our levy.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN BARON:
I would move that we pass the Resolution authorizing the Mayor to certify these abatements.  

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
I second that, your honor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman Hunter.  Do I have a question?

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, ma’am.  Ah, Mayor, when we blowed up the City, when we blowed up the Metro Plant was there a bond served to get that back up and running?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman, the item on the agenda tonight, right this minute, is the abatement of bonds for the tax levy.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I know, but I was just.........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s the item on agenda that we’re speaking to right now.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Was it........was it........we still talking about bonds, was it a bond.....that was used when that place blowed up?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We’re talking about the bonds that the City has.........I can’t even respond.  I don’t even know how to explain it.  It has nothing to do with KRMA.  It has nothing to do with the Utility.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
I’m new Mayor.

NANCY SMITHBERG:
You’ve been here two years.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay.  Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Linneman; Jones; Davidson (11)

ABSTAIN:
Stokes (1)


PRESENT:  Cox (1) 


ABSENT:    Osenga (1)

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO CERTIFY THE ABATEMENT 

OF BOND LEVIES FOR BONDS PREVIOUSLY ISSUED UNDER THE CITY’S 

FULL FAITH AND CREDIT (GENERAL OBLIGATION) AND TO AUTHORIZE 

THE CITY CLERK TO DELIVER THE CERTIFICATIONS TO THE CLERK OF 

KANKAKEE COUNTY

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Ah, there will be no Ordinance Meeting this month.  Alderman Swanson said no one has brought anything to her attention.  Ah, Mr. Gordon, did you want to come forward and speak?

JAMES GORDON:
No, I just I wanted to encourage everyone to come to the Black History Program tomorrow.  Ah, we have a great program and we are slowly approaching $300,000.00 in scholarship money indistinguishable so please, we have the Tuskegee individual who will be at the program tomorrow at 6:30 P.M. so indistinguishable we have refreshments and we are giving out this indistinguishable money indistinguishable to go to college and several of our  scholarship recipients have received their doctorate degrees.  So, we are really very appreciative of them.  I think it is very admirable of the City and we      indistinguishable    Appreciate your support.  Thank you very much.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
What’s the location?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion to adjourn.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
So moved.

ALDERMAN STOKES: 
Where’s the location?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Library.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
Second.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
It’s germane to what Mr. Gordon was talking about.  In the past four years, can you recall, Mayor or James, ah, how much has been allocated or dispensed to those scholarships?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I want to make it clear that in the past four years, first of all, we have changed the total focus of the program to scholarship and education.  The money is raised totally, ah, on my behalf.  I send out letters to the businesses and industries.  There’s no tax payer dollars that are used to fund those scholarships.  Last year we gave out a record 23 scholarships.  This year, we’re going to surpass that.  And, ah, again, these are high school students, Kankakee, Bishop McNamara and Trinity.  The three high schools that are located in the City of Kankakee.  So, we will have 24 scholarship recipients tomorrow night.   

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Overall, could you tell me in the past four years how much has been raised?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I think in the past four years, we’ve raised close to $75,000.  And, again, kudos to the businesses.

JAMES GORDON:
It’s closer to $80,000.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
$80,000.  Motion to adjourn.  Motion by Alderman Swanson, second by Alderman Davidson.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We are adjourned.
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