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CITY COUNCIL MEETING
DECEMBER 2, 2013     7:00 P.M.


MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Good evening.  I’d like to call the meeting to order.  Alderman Thompson, our pastor is not here so if you’d like to lead us in prayer, that would be delightful. 

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:		I sure will.  Alderman Tall told me to make it a short one.  Father, we thank You right now God.  We thank You for Your goodness and Your mercy, God.  We thank You even for this day, God.  We ask that You bless like never before, God.  And, even in this Council, God, in its wisdom, God, that the decisions, the choices are made are rendered according to the will of God.  And, Lord, we thank You right now and we give Your name the glory, the honor and the praise.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Thank you.  Council members, if you would lead us in the Pledge.

CITY COUNCIL AND ALL:	Pledge of Allegiance

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Thank you.  

UNKNOWN:	No pictures?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	No pictures.  At this time, we will move into the Public Comment portion of the evening.  Ah, our first person, Sharon Richardson, from Acting Out Theater.
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SHARON RICHARDSON:	Hello.  Yes, I’m Sharon Richardson from Acting Out Theater Company.  Those of you that know what that is, I know the Mayor does, it’s an outdoor theater company.  We’ve been in existence for the last three years.  We have partnered with many different organizations, ah, such as the Bourbonnais Park District, the Kankakee Park District.  We just did a show in Momence and we partnered with the City of Momence.  Currently, we are doing, “It’s A Wonderful Life.” that’s here in downtown Kankakee at The Majestic.  So, I just wanted to take this opportunity to thank the City for that opportunity.  It’s great to be here and it is a radio show, so it is a very different kind of show.  If you don’t know what that is, you need to come check it out.  But, it’s like, you know, the movie and the stage play all combined into a 1940's radio show.  But from the beginning of our existence, we’ve really partnered with the City of Kankakee throughout every year.  We partner with Merchant Street Music Fest because our shows every summer, wherever we are, in Bourbonnais, Momence, Kankakee, it is the weekend of the Merchant Street Music Festival.  And, so, we have partnered with Bill and Allison to promote Kankakee County during that time.  So, we try to get people to come to Kankakee, go to Merchant Street one night, come to our show one night.  The Bears are here that weekend so we just have felt a strong pull to Kankakee and there’s so many wonderful things happening.  There’s a great buzz happening in Kankakee right now.  I see a lot of new young people wanting to do things here and we’re just thrilled to be a part of it.  So, we have been able to have a lot of cross promotion with the City of Kankakee.  There’s been.........you know, we’re advertised in all the Christmas happenings that are going on and I feel like that has given us just more exposure.  It’ll bring more people to Kankakee.  So, we want to be a part of that in the future and I just want to say thank you for everything you’re doing.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Thank you, Sharon.  I could hire you as a PR person.  Robert Ellington Snipes.

ROBERT ELLINGTON SNIPES:	To the Mayor and the distinguished members of the City Council.  Good evening.

ALL:	Good evening.


ROBERT ELLINGTON SNIPES:	Ah, just a couple things, ah, first to start off I had somebody ask, they said is there anything that’s good that come out of Kankakee?  I told ‘em, yeah, me.  So, therefore, that’s one.  Then there’s a lot of others.  So, ah, I wouldn’t be in a place that I don’t think, ah, think Pastor Carl said it best indistinguishable he said it’s a poor duck that doesn’t praise his own pond.  With that being said, ah, Mayor, I want to sit back and thank you.  I know you did give me a call to let me know you couldn’t be there.  It definitely was a success.  He was.......how we was able to keep everything a secret  was phenomenal, but, ah, they did pack us out at the event and a lot of people from out of town was there.  And, was kind of impressed kind of with our City and I thought that that was plausible or whatever.  And, then to hear the Proclamation from the Council and individuals and then the one from the Governor.  Ah, it was nice or whatever with the people coming out as well.  You know, it was teary eyed and that’s what we kind of wanted because unlike other individuals, Pastor Randle will work for a living and he don’t take a salary from the church.  He doesn’t do anything.  He puts the money back into the community, especially the kids and things of this nature and I applaud, you know, preachers that don’t believe in anniversaries, but he don’t knock anybody else from havin’ ‘em.  He just down to earth and he’s been....he was called to be with Pastor Randle in his, ah, his official capacity.  And, an employee of the City, which he wears that suit well.  He’ll let you know in a heartbeat from funerals. The other thing is, ah, ah, on the County level.  Ah, I received a few calls or whatever  and I was explainin’ and I would that you all also explain, ah, we have received the Supreme Court ruling of the tax or whatever and people are thinking that, oh no, we’re not......we’ve got all lost and all of that, but as we know in that particular ruling it does not affect those........the pacific issues of the internet or any type of other business so as a result, that need to be conveyed to the people to continue to put them at rest ‘cause that’s what I tell them.  It just dealt with kind of one issue and it stopped in other issues or whatever, so therefore there’s nothing that we have to stop doing, ah, that we have been doing in the past.  So, as a result, ah, that continues to go with absent any ruling unless they decide they want to spend some more money and fight again, then we are safe and we are not looking to fulfill that, ah, we don’t have to do a budget cut of $4 million from our part, but it’s still included into the budget because  that has not been affected and the people doesn’t have.....don’t have to worry.  It’s public because of the particular ruling.  So, ah, I got the information.  I don’t know if you all ever received any calls or not, but they sure blow my phone up or whatever and  I explained to them that that decision doesn’t mean that the taxpayers are now about to be robbed from Christmas and things of that nature.  So, ah, you can convey that as well as a representative of the City, ah, at the County level whenever you get these, you know, you’re gonna’ get the calls or whatever.  So, I believe that’s a good, ah, that’s a good thing or whatever because you know, tryin’ to find $4 million in this economy would be a little bit of a task.  But, ah, since that has not been the case, ah, The Journal needs to kind of look and do a little bit more examination before kinda’ puttin’ certain things out there because I think that was their concern.  Ah, with that being said, or whatever, I hope you all enjoy the holiday season and that you have a prosperous new years and remind yourself like I often do, or whatever,  Kankakee is a great place to live.  If it’s not, then why are you here?  Take care.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Thank you.   Roll call.



7:08 P.M. 

CLERK DUMAS:
PRESENT:   Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Gall; Stokes; Davidson; Cox (14) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:
PRESENT:  Regnier; Young; Kubal; Bohlen; Power; Simms; Tyson; Cross; Bertrand; Yohnka; Schmitz (11)  
ABSENT: Gordon (1)	

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Thank you.  Ah, I will entertain a motion to approve the minutes of the November 18, 2013, meeting.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:	Motion to approve the November 18, minutes.

ALDERMAN TETTER:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Osenga, seconded by Alderman Tetter.  Are there any corrections?  Hearing none, all those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 18, 2013

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	The minutes are approved.  There are no Petitions.  Under Communications, ah, included in your packet, if you recall at the last meeting, there was a plaque that was to be presented to Representative Cloonen.  She was here, but the two people from Diversity, Inc., had the wrong location.  So, we’ve included in your packet, the comments that they were going to say regarding Representative Cloonen.  Ah, we also have a recommendation to donate $150.00 to the Kankakee Junior High School, their Robotics Team.  They do this competition every January and February.  They’ve been very, very successful and I think it’s certainly an appropriate.........

ALDERMAN BROWN:	Motion to approve.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:		Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Seconded by Alderman Thompson.  Any questions?  Roll call.




CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Gall; Stokes; Davidson; Cox (14) 

RECOMMENDATION TO DONATE $150.00 TO THE KANKAKEE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL ROBOTICS TEAM TOWARD THEIR FIRST TECH CHALLENGE COMPETITION IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2014

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion carries.   There are no Standing Committees.  

ALDERMAN BROWN:	Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	We’ve barely had time to have a holiday.  We have a Council meeting right away.  Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN:	Mayor, I would like to announce that I’m going to cancel the, ah, License and Franchise Committee.  I’m going to ask the Clerk to get that notice out because I was supposed to have Bernie Anderson along with Vincent Clark and I couldn’t get ‘em together.  So, I want to make sure they there because every year we talk about Energy Assistance programs.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Right.

ALDERMAN BROWN:	And, I want to make sure that, basically, those two people are there because they.........all of the Energy Assistance programs go through Vince Clark’s office.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Okay.

ALDERMAN BROWN:	So, I just want to make sure they there, so I can explain to the Council members that come to License and Franchise what it takes, they know the eligibility and everything, how to get the assistance for the heatin’ bill and stuff.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	We’ll make sure that that gets noticed.

ALDERMAN BROWN:	Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	And also I believe in the back of your books tonight, there are a couple of other committees that have been canceled because of the holiday.  Ah, moving onto the Report of Officers, I need approval to pay the bills.
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ALDERMAN TALL:		Second the motion.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Are there any questions?

ALDERMAN COX:	Mayor, I have two.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	 118

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	66118 for Poor Boy?

ALDERMAN COX:	 $6,000.00 for what?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	That was for, ah, an incentive.  We provided a partial payment for the new awnings for their business and that comes out of the Eastside Special Service Area tax fund.

ALDERMAN COX:	Number two.  071.  Is he still a City employee?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	071.  Jay Etzel.  Ah, that’s probably a reimbursement.

CHIEF REGNIER:	For the Citizen’s Police Academy.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	For food?

CHIEF REGNIER:	Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Yes.

ALDERMAN COX:	Is he still on?  Is he still a cop?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Yes.

ALDERMAN COX:	I didn’t know that.  Okay.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Any other questions?

ALDERMAN COX:	Thank you.


MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Okay.  Roll call.  

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Gall; Davidson (12) 
ABSTAIN:   Stokes (1)
PRESENT:   Cox (1)
 
REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $1,256,235.37

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion carries.  There’s no Unfinished Business.  The New Business.  We have three Ordinances.

ALDERMAN BROWN:	Can we consolidate those?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Yes.

ALDERMAN BROWN:	I make a motion that we Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of these Ordinances.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:	I’ll second it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Ah, motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Swanson to Suspend the Rules.  We have three Ordinances.  Handicapped parking at 275 E. Hawkins, 711 Webster Circle East and a No Parking Zone on Water Street from 8th Avenue for 145 feet.  I believe that’s a sight issue.  Ah, so, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Gall; Stokes; Davidson; Cox (14) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN BROWN:	So moved.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:	 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Swanson.  Questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Gall; Stokes; Davidson; Cox (14) 



ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ESTABLISHING 
HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 275 EAST HAWKINS –TWO (2) SPACES

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ESTABLISHING 
HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 711 WEBSTER CIRCLE EAST

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 172 ESTABLISHING A 
NO PARKING ZONE ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF WATER STREET 
FROM EIGHTH AVENUE EAST FOR 145 FEET

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion carries.  Moving onto Motions and Resolutions.  We have several Resolutions authorizing us to intervene on these property tax appeals.  There....I thought maybe at the last Council meeting there was a little confusion.  If you vote for us to intervene, what we are doing is fighting so that these taxpayers pay their full share of property taxes, not less property taxes.  And, we certainly want them paying their full share because any deficiency in property taxes, sadly, is passed onto our residents.  So, it’s very important that the City, along with the School District, intervene on these appeals because otherwise, ah, we certainly are at risk.  It’s difficult enough when we do appeal for a loss of property taxes and that’s something that we should not encourage as a Council.  So, I’d like to consolidate those.  We have an appeal for Cognis, Armstrong World Industries, Valspar, Provena aka Presence, RiverStone and Metropolitan Real Estate which is the Walgreen’s on East Court Street.  Do I have a motion to pass?

ALDERMAN TETTER:	So moved.

ALDERMAN BROWN:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Tetter, seconded by Alderman Brown.  Are there any questions?

ALDERMAN COX:	Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:	Let the..........let the record show that I vote yes on B..........

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Well, Alderman, we’ll take a.......we’ll take a vote and you can designate which ones you choose to vote for, or against.

ALDERMAN COX:	Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Any other questions?  Roll call.


CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron (Except I’d like to abstain on 13D.
MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	B as in boy?
ALDERMAN BARON:   No D as in dog.
MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Okay); 
Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Gall; Stokes (Originally pass.); Davidson; Cox (I vote no on A and C.  And, the rest yes.) (14)
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INTERVENTION IN THE PENDING ASSESSMENT 
APPEAL OF COGNIS CORPORATION, DOCKET NO. 2013-296, 297, AND 298

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INTERVENTION IN THE PENDING ASSESSMENT 
APPEAL OF ARMSTRONG WORLD INDUSTRIES, DOCKET NO. 2013-490

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INTERVENTION IN THE PENDING ASSESSMENT 
APPEAL OF VALSPAR CORPORATION (ENGINEERED POLYMER), DOCKET 
NO. 2013-418 THROUGH 421

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INTERVENTION IN THE PENDING ASSESSMENT 
APPEAL OF PROVENA A/K/A PRESENCE HEALTH, DOCKET NO. 251 THROUGH 279

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INTERVENTION IN THE PENDING ASSESSMENT 
APPEAL OF RIVERSTONE NOTE I LLC, DOCKET NO. 2013-299

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INTERVENTION IN THE PENDING ASSESSMENT 
APPEAL OF METROPOLITAN REAL ESTATE/LASALLE TRUST #112240, DOCKET 
NO. 2013-289 THROUGH 294

MAYOR EPSTEIN:	Well, they all passed except..........well, actually the motion carries.  It doesn’t matter how many votes.  They all had enough, sufficient votes, to pass so the motion carries.  Thank you.  We will need an Executive Session this evening to discuss litigation.  The Department Heads are free to stay, as well as obviously the Aldermen.  And, everyone could please clear the room.  Do I have a motion?

ALDERMAN BROWN:	Motion to adjourn to Executive Session.

ALDERMAN TALL:		Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Yeah, Lee, you have to leave.  All those in favor, aye.  

MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION



MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	We are in Executive Session.
7:18 P.M.



7:52 P.M.

ALDERMAN SWANSON:	Motion to adjourn.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford.  All those in favor, aye.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	We are adjourned.
7:52 P.M.
