 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CITY OF KANKAKEE

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

FEBRUARY 1, 2016     7:00 P.M.
MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Good evening.  I’d like to call this meeting to order and ask Pastor Jessica Henks from First Baptist Church of Kankakee to come forward and lead us in prayer.  

PASTOR HENKS:
Would you bow with me in prayer?  Holy, God we do thank You for this opportunity to gather here together this evening.  And, Lord, as we gather together, we do ask that You would send your spirit, Lord of wisdom, and of discernment upon us.  God, we thank You for each of these men and women who gather here to do the business of the City of Kankakee and, Lord, we ask for Your blessings upon each of the individuals gathered here and upon their  families.  And, Lord, as these men and women go about the business this evening, Lord, as difficult decisions may have to be made, we ask for your spirit of wisdom.  Lord, where inevitable conflicts must arise, Lord, we ask for Your spirit of discernment and of peace.  And, God, as they go about the great and the good things working out the best for the community, God, we ask that You would pave the way forward.  We are so grateful, we are so thankful, Lord, for Your abiding presence in our midst.  We pray all these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  At this time, I would like to ask, ah, Kankakee High School Senior Class representatives to come forward and lead us in the Pledge.  These are our graduating seniors........pretty soon.  

CLERK DUMAS:
We’re going to have you come all the way up here.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Your advisor is welcome to come up.  No.  Okay.

CLERK DUMAS:
You’re going to face the flag here.  You all start and we’ll join you.

KANKAKEE HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR CLASS

REPRESENTATIVES AND ALL:


Pledge of Allegiance

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  Thank you very much. Thank you. Okay, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:   Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (13)  


ABSENT:      Osenga (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Department Heads

CLERK DUMAS:


PRESENT:  Regnier; Young; Kubal; Bohlen; Power; Dear; Tyson; Cross; Bertrand; Yohnka; Schmitz (11) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Moving onto the approval of the minutes.  I would like a motion to approve the minutes of the January 19, 2016, meeting.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
So moved.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:  
Moved by Alderman Brown.  Do I have a second?

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Second.......was over here.  By Alderwoman Kennedy.  Are there any additions or corrections?  Hearing none, all those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

 MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF JANUARY 19, 2016

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The minutes are approved.  There are no Petitions.  Under Communications, we have two items this evening.  One is a request for a noise permit and street closure on East Willow, ah, for a back to school..............back to school already, we haven’t even..........we just finished the holidays.  A back to school bash.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
I so move.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderwoman Kennedy, seconded by Alderman Davidson.  Any questions?  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

DANTAYA ROBERTSON AT 633 NORTH DEARBORN AVENUE IS REQUESTING A 

NOISE PERMIT AND STREET CLOSURE OF EAST WILLOW STREET TO NORTH CHICAGO AVENUE FOR THE ANNUAL JACKSON FAMILY BACK-TO-SCHOOL 

BASH ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 2016, FROM 9:00 A.M. UNTIL 6:00 P.M., WITH 

A RAIN DATE OF SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 2016

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The request is approved.  The next item is a request from the Will-Grundy Counties Building and Construction Trades.  Ah, they typically do a tag day in support of their Annual Dad’s Day fund raiser.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN O’BRIEN:
 So moved.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
You have a motion to approve. (Second.)   

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman O’Brien, seconded by Alderman Brown.  Any questions?

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
I have one question?  Do we know like how many locations they’ll be doin’?  Or they have indistinguishable yet? 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Yeah.  We have, as part of the request and the process from the Council, the Clerk’s office will provide them with the locations that the City has designated that they may do their tag days as well as all the rules and regulations that they have to follow.

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
Are they still looking for stores to allow them to.......?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The private stores they have to contact privately.  But, the City streets that they’re allowed to are spelled out by the information that the Clerk’s office gives them.  

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
You’re welcome.  Ah, all those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

WILL-GRUNDY COUNTIES BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION TRADES COUNCIL 

AND KANKAKEE/IROQUOIS COUNTIES BUILDING TRADES OF THE AFL-CIO ARE REQUESTING PERMISSION TO HOLD THEIR ANNUAL DAD’S DAY TAG DAY ON

SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 2016

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The request is approved.  Building and Code.  Alderman Tall.  

ALDERMAN TALL:

Yes, Mayor.  Building and Code met and we briefly discussed the revision of the Sign Ordinance and we’ll be moving forward on that within the next month or two. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  Thank you.  Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
I would like to say that the License and Franchise, due to a conflict of interest of one of the presenters, will not have a meetin’ this month.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  So, you’re cancelling License and Franchise.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
We’re cancelling Thursday’s meeting, that’s right.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  Please be aware, if you’re on that committee, it’s been canceled.  And the Clerk will post the proper notification.  

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Do you need an email sent around?

CLERK DUMAS:
That’d be fine.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  Thank you, Alderman.  Ah, Report of Officers.  A motion to approve the bills.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Your honor, I would move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $326,350.10.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Second the motion.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Are there any questions on any of the bills?  Hearing none, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford;  O’Brien (Although I abstain on item 69715.); Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (13)  


ABSENT: Osenga (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $ 326,350.10

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.    There is no Unfinished Business.  Moving onto New Business, we have an Ordinance, ah, accepting the donation of a lot located at 594 S. Fourth Avenue.  The location of the lot is within the FEMA project.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
No it’s not. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Oh, I’m sorry.  Contiguous.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
 Right outside, right.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
It’s contiguous to the FEMA project that we are doing and, ah, this is from an estate of a gentleman who passed away and, ah, we are....we would like to accept the donation because it’s part of......it’s not part of the FEMA, but it’s part of the entire overall project and there’s no cost involved in–obviously because it’s a donation.  So, do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERMAN TALL:

 Motion to Suspend the Rules that might interfere.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Tall.  Do I have a second?

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Seconded by Alderwoman Wells-Armstrong to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (13)  


ABSENT:   Osenga (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.  And, again, I’m going to say it’s 594 S. Fourth Avenue.  I’m not sure that I had that into the minutes.  

ALDERMAN TALL:

So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Tall.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Seconded by Alderman Wells-Armstrong.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (13)  


ABSENT:   Osenga (1)

ORDINANCE ACCEPTING DONATION OF LOT LOCATED AT 594 SOUTH FOURTH AVENUE, KANKAKEE, ILLINOIS 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  There will be a need for an Executive Session this evening although there will not be any action following the Executive Session.  And, in light of that, we’re going to do Public Comments before we go into Executive Session.  That way, ah, the people in the audience who have signed up to speak do not have to wait.  Ah, before I go to Public Comments, you found passed out on your desks an Executive Summary about the Music Fest that the City has.  I provided the information to you in light of some of the other issues that have been brought to light about other activities by other entities.  We wanted to provide you with the information on how Music Fest is run, the procedures that are in place for the finances, how it’s audited.  So, again, it’s an Executive Summary.  If you would like more detailed information, we’d be happy to provide that to you.  Okay.  Public Comment.  John Willard.

JOHN WILLARD:
Good evening, Mayor.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Good evening.

JOHN WILLARD:
Alderwomen, Aldermen, it’s nice to see everybody tonight.   I have a short statement from the Kankakee County Democratic Central Committee.  On January 26, 2016, at the regular meeting of the Kankakee County Democratic Central Committee, a Resolution was introduced and unanimously supported by Committee Members to respond to the recent revelation by the news media that a candidate for public office in Kankakee County considers domestic violence and racism as suitable subject matter for Halloween party humor.  As might be expected of elected representatives of moderate to liberal thinkers, our ranks are diverse and our actions reflect our belief that all citizens deserve the respect which is due them by law.  Many of our members have made it their life’s work to help victims of domestic violence and victims of social injustice and inequity.  All of our members have made it their political passion to help level the social and economic playing field and to help create systems that assure equal opportunity and equal protection under the law.  All of our members are incensed by the callous and frivolous use of human suffering as a subject of humor.  Racism is not funny!  Domestic violence is not funny! Autism is not funny!  Alzheimer’s is not funny! Physical handicaps and deformities are not funny!  Mental illness is not funny! Homelessness is not funny!  Wage slavery is not funny! Poverty is not funny! Suicide is not funny and addiction is not funny! And having a Courthouse with elected officials who think these things are funny is not funny!  We recognize that this position will be touted as some as just another political mudslinging action and frankly we don’t care.  What we do care about is having a criminal justice system in Kankakee County where citizens can walk in and take care of their business knowing that those who will decide their fate are those who with the most in-depth understanding of the law, the greatest determination to provide justice and the most compassion for their unique situation. Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Travis Miller.  

TRAVIS MILLER:
Good evening, Mayor, City Council members, Department Heads and citizens in attendance.  My name is Travis Miller and I stand today before you to speak about the recent tragedies that have affected the people of Flint, Michigan.  I have started and organized a campaign here in Kankakee that will be able to assist the people of Flint, Michigan.  The citizens of our community have assembled together to start this grass roots campaign that will allow us to collect cases of bottled water to send to the people of Flint within the coming weeks.  The Flint water crisis has gathered national and worldwide news as the City’s water system became contaminated with lead and putting thousands of citizens of this impoverished community at risk.  News medias throughout the nation have produced images which shows the people of the community battling rashes and a host of other illnesses due to the fact that they are bathing in these terrible water conditions.  Water is said to be one of the most basic necessities in America and we have to consider the human tragedy when tens of thousands of children and families have to suffer from not having access to fresh, clean water.  According to census bureau an estimated 41%–41.6% of the City’s residents live in poverty.  U.S. Today reports Flint, Michigan’s water system became contaminated when government officials changed their water system from Lake Huron to the Flint River.  And, as a result of that, lead leaked from the pipes and fixtures into the drinking water.  In partnership with Aqua Illinois, the Dr. Martin Luther King Foundation and local City and State leaders, we are seeking donors who will purchase bottled water for distribution.  We will be collecting water now through Saturday, February 13, 2016.  On Saturday, February 20 of this.......2016, we will be traveling to Flint, Michigan, to dispute.......or distribute water as many citizens..........to as many citizens as we can.  We are not expecting monetary donations, but we are expecting bottled water donations.  Ah, just to get off of the book and just kind just, ah, speak from the heart, I do want to say that when I, ah, was thinkin’ about doin’ somethin’ for the people of Flint, I reached out to several people, ah, within the City of Kankakee.  Ah, one was Alderwoman Gloria Kennedy.  She was the first person I contacted.  And, when I talked to Gloria Kennedy, I told her I do not know how I’m goinn’ do this.  I’m not prepared to do this.  I never did such a campaign of this magnitude and I told her I don’t know how I’m gonna’ do it, but I do have faith that it will come to pass and that things will work out.  The next day I received a call from Alderman Glenn Davidson, as well as Alderwoman Chastity Wells-Armstrong.  And, from that day forward, these individuals have taken this and ran with it.  And, thank you to Alderman Davidson who contacted Aqua Illinois and Aqua Illinois, ah, contributed and they said that they will provide transportation for us to distribute this water.  Thank you to, ah, Gloria Kennedy.  She is.......and talks with, ah, ah, several people including a celebrity who is looking at, ah, donating........and I don’t know if I should say who that celebrity is.....

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
It’s okay.

TRAVIS MILLER:
That celebrity is R Kelly.  He is going to make a donation and he is going to put it out there in social media.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Oh, geeze.  You’ll have more water than you know what to do with.

TRAVIS MILLER:
Yes.  Ah, Alderwoman Chastity Wells-Armstrong has done a great job and I say that, ah, you know, I want to thank, ah, Second Ward Alderman Mike O’Brien who came out to support, ah, Alderman Tyler, ah, Tall who came out to support.  I thank you for that.  Ah, Mayor it’s so much goin’ on in our City.  So much negativity.  The news come and it’s about violence, it’s about, you know, we’re standin’ here and we wanted you to do more because, you know, our...our young men, our young women are being shot down.  And, there’s so much negativity that is centered around the City of Kankakee, ah, from the east side to the south side to the north side to the west side and one thing that I can say about the City of Kankakee is no matter our differences, no matter if we’re Republican, no matter if we’re Democrat, that in the event of crisis, we can come together.  There was a house that burnt down on..........several weeks ago.  And, we didn’t question were you a Democrat, were you an independent or were you a Republican.  But, we are the City of Kankakee and we came together.  And, I do believe that we can come together.  I consider the Chief a great person and I know that he’s gonna’ donate a lot of money ‘cause he’s rich.  So, I know that...........you know, ah, but..........

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
I think you just put him on the spot.  Travis, let me ask you.  If individuals want to donate cases of water, do we have a location where they can go yet?  

TRAVIS MILLER:
Yes, that location is 401 N. Hobbie and that buildin’ was donated to us by, ah, Alderwoman Gloria Kennedy’s parents.  They donated that building to us.  And, I do believe when I.......when I talked to Gloria, I said I don’t know how I’m gonna’ do it, but I have faith.  I do believe we’re gonna need another buildin’.  I do believe we’re gonna’ need more trucks because I do believe that the City of Kankakee are gonna’ come together.  I’m not askin’ Mayor.  I’m not asking that the City donates.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
No, I understand.

TRAVIS MILLER:
Cases of water.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
But, I just think that this is a great opportunity ‘cause you have the news media here, to either have a phone number or a time or just any information that you can give them so people who read the paper–I’m sure you’ll make the paper and people will know where to–‘cause they will be very generous, Travis.  And, so, I just wanted people to know where, maybe when, they can donate water because, again, I think you’ll have an overwhelming support of people.

TRAVIS MILLER:
Yes, and I do apologize.  My flyers came out really poorly and, you know, and  I was meanin’, Alderwoman Chasity Wells wanted flyers here and so I do apologize.  I talked to Carole Franke and I emailed flyers, but when my flyers do come again, and they’re much better quality, I will make sure that we can get those out.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Perfect.  And, we’ll make that it’s posted in all of our buildings.

CLERK DUMAS:
Telephone number.  A contact number.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
Yes, we do have information as to the dates and times.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
 That water can be dropped off.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Perfect.  If somebody would just make sure we get that information we can put it on our website and everything. Okay? 

TRAVIS MILLER:
Thank you, Mayor.  Thank you, Council.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Mr. Snipes.

ROBERT ELLINGTON SNIPES:
How do I follow Travis?  Ah, want to still encourage you all, you have time to get your ads in those of you all that are on Council has already given, want to send out a special thank you, ah, and the children appreciated, ah, we had a little fiasco, but, ah, that’s taken care of.  The kids are there.  They have been practicing every day from last week, this week and will be all the way up to the show.  There will be a great performance.  You’ll see some bright minds in the City of Kankakee.  Now with that being said, ah, I do have a caveat, ah, or a small bone that I have to pick.  Not so much with the Council, but in this community, ah, I had the opportunity to talk with a officer and they..........I asked him, I said why is there not a lot of officers on the street?  His reply was, there’s ten that’s on the desk.  Only five are out on the street.  I need that changed because these kids are damagin’.  And, I raised my deductible because I never had to deal with a claim, praise the Lord be it cheaper, but you have to pay, ah, I’m looking at two deductibles, that was $1,000.00 or whatever that  come out of my pocket.  When they did over $15,000.00 of damage to a vehicle.  Ah, they broke my picture window.  That was $3,500.00 and that, my house is the oldest home in Kankakee.  It was built in 1850.  You can look into the museum.  It’s half of a half and my house is still standing.  And when they broke that window, it came with it. You indistinguishable them puttin’ it in. They couldn’t replace that window.  So I had to wind up goin’ to indistinguishable and that’s why you see the bay window there.  Ah, then they come and they terrorize and broke the Cadillac window–just the mirror alone was $693.00 not to talk about the rocks and everything else they put in the dent.  And, then, this past weekend, ah, I had seven bb shots in my window.  The front, the side and the back.  Now, that, again, cost me money.  I don’t put in insurance claims so it generally comes out of my pocket ‘cause I’m not lookin’ to rise, but when that kind of money comes out of my pocket, and I’m lookin’ at it.......we put  a $10.00 public safety to put additional officers or somebody on the street.  We got to do something.  There has to be some laws with these young folks that they cannot carry these bb guns or whatever they’re doing because they’re  going out and then I talked to an officer.  They told me, well Mr. Snipes, not just yours, but 18 other vehicles were shot up.  So, I’m sure they share my sentiment.  And, this had to happen after I got home from church from 8:30 ‘til 6:00 in the morning when I went out and saw my car like that.  So, we have to do something and get some individuals out because these kids, they don’t know the price or value of anything. They just destroy.  But, that destroying cost us money.  I could do something else with $3,500.00 than to deal with somebody’s kid that even if you caught them, they don’t have enough on their Link card to pay it.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Heather Oosterhoff.

HEATHER OOSTERHOFF:
Good evening everyone.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Good evening.

HEATHER OOSTERHOFF:
I’m Heather Oosterhoff and I’ve been a social worker in this County for over 20 years.  Ah, my husband’s also, ah, one of the flower vendors at Kankakee Farmer’s Market.  He’s been there since the beginning.  I thought it was important to speak tonight because you all are our leaders here in Kankakee.  And, Kankakee, of course, is the largest multi-cultural community in the County.  I currently work at St. Anne schools and I consider it a privilege to be in a very multi-cultural setting.  The students and families I interact with every day give me hope for our future because they want to work together respectfully.  And, it’s truly a beautiful thing to see our younger generations come together in positive ways.  My professional experience as a social worker has also shown me the harmful affects of domestic violence and cultural insensitivity.  These are serious issues to many people and should not be taken lightly.  Real pain can be inflicted without intention.  I believe these are the reasons for the community and media protests regarding a candidate for State’s Attorney. The citizens of this community and those throughout the County look to you, our leaders, to reflect respect for all cultures and socioeconomic groups.  There may be some people who are not bothered by black face or costumes drawing attention to a  couple of domestic violence issues.  However, there are other people in our community that would not find this appropriate.  There are valid reasons and experiences behind these objections and when mistakes or injuries are made, whether intentional or not, they have to be acknowledged.  It’s my hope that all leaders in our community can commit to culturally competent behavior so that we can move forward in strengthening respect for all members of society.  I believe it’s time for genuine respect of others to be reflected in both the professional and personal lives of our leaders.  And, I want to thank you all for your time and your service to this community.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Noel Huddleston and Cassandra Boyd.

NOEL HUDDLESTON:
Hi.  I’m Noel Huddleston 

CASSANDRA BOYD:
And my name is Cassandra Boyd.

NOEL HUDDLESTON:
We are undergraduate social work majors from Trinity Christian College in Palos Heights, Illinois.  It recently came to our attention about the 2010 Halloween photo in which State’s Attorney candidate, Ed Glazer, dressed in black face.  This is both unacceptable and inappropriate no matter the circumstances.  Not only that, but the costumes with his wife are also insensitive to the matter that they are presented in such a way to exhibit a physical altercation between Tiger Woods and his ex-wife, Elin Nordegren, whereby Woods was a survivor.  Domestic violence is not a matter to be twisted into a Halloween spoof and rationalizing the costumes as being no different than a spoof on SNL is a defective argument.  In addition, the actor who portrayed Tiger Woods in that  2009 SNL skit did not dress in black face, but was an African-American actor and ultimately, an elected official should not..........should be held to a higher standard for what type of comedy they will engage in. 

CASSANDRA BOYD:
Minimizing the matter to say that he and his wife do not have a racist bone in their bodies is worrying in that it is evident from such a statement that Glazer does not seem to recognize nor understand the historical, structural and cultural issues of racism.  Black face is a historical symbol of time in which the black community was presented by white male performers in a very negative and stigmatizing light.  This, in turn, perpetuated racism oppression, discrimination, hatred and violence against the black community.  As an individual who works as a public servant, this is particularly concerning and gives cause to question Glazer’s ability to serve Illinois as a State’s Attorney.  As social work students who wish to advocate for justice, closer indistinguishable and promote diversity, we feel that it is our duty to speak up and express our concern.  We feel that in light of this aforementioned actions, it would be inappropriate for Ed Glazer to serve in such a leadership capacity.  Thank you.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Bill Yohnka.

BILL YOHNKA:
Good evening.  Wanted to just give a quick update on the 2016 Black History Celebration of Education program that is coming up.........just around the corner on February 18.  You want to make sure to mark that date on a calendar.  A big thank you goes to Dennis Saulsberry, I believe he’s a resident of the 2nd Ward and, ah, somebody who is a  patron of the library and each year we’re tasked with–the committee that puts on this event–thinking about who sets the tone.  What’s the tone of this event?  And the tone is always wrapped right around our youth and the scholarships that are provided to them through the generosity of our community. And, it is a great honor this year to welcome back to Kankakee someone who I’m sure a lot of people in this room know, Dr. Preston Williams, Jr., who is a member of the Hall of Fame at Kankakee High School and went on to play sports at Indiana State University.  But, his biggest accomplishments came at the Urbana School District where he served in roles as teacher, coach, Assistant Principal, HR Director, Assistant Superintendent and finally, Superintendent for the last six years of his career there.  He was the first black Superintendent in the Urbana School District and just last month he was given the honor of having a school named after him.  So, it’s a real honor to welcome him back to Kankakee and to be part of this event on the 18th.  That’s at 7:00 in the evening on the 4th floor of the Kankakee Public Library.  A great part about this year is that the outpouring from the community has been very good.  This is the one thing that the Mayor goes out and makes phone calls and asks–sends letters–for donations for these scholarships for the Kankakee youth.  The response from those business community has been great and from individuals and we encourage everyone here to be part of that as well.  Because we need it.  The outpouring of student applications is double what it usually is.  So, usually we’re somewhere in the 20s, this year we’re well into the 40s as far as applications that have come in.  We’ve always tried to distribute that money to anyone who fits those qualifications and this year I think we need a little bit more money to make that happen.  So, it’s a good problem to have so many students applying for those scholarships.  So, ah, I think you have invitations here.  There’ll be more in the media and, ah, we encourage you to be there on the 18th.  Thanks.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you, Bill. At this time, I will take a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss probable litigation.  

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
And, the basis of the probable litigation is we have a letter threatening to sue.

ALDERMAN TETTER:
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Tetter.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Seconded by Alderman Brown.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign. 

MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
We are now in Executive Session and there will be no action.
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8:13 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay, we’re back in Open Session.  And, we are at the Aldermen Comments.  Alderwoman Wells-Armstrong.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
I’ll just wait for people to come back in. Okay, the first thing I just wanted to report on, we had a heated conversation, of course, about Martin Luther King in our last meeting and, ah, I believe it’s only fair to provide an update.  Ah, it’s easy for people upset and frustrated about things, but I think it’s important to let the public also know when things have been addressed.  So, I did have a meeting with the Mayor and we talked about how to make the event more inclusive.  I want you guys to know that I do look at all sides of things and I know that we all play a part in things and  I’m sure there were Aldermen and Alderwomen that may not have been informed of this event.  And, it wasn’t like an intentional slight to......to the communities.  So, I have spoken with the Mayor.  We had some good ideas that we talked about.  She offered, generously, to meet with me and with Pat Polk who organizes the event for the Foundation so that we could move forward and make it more impactful for next year.  So, I wanted to report that because I think it’s important for us to....... for the public to be able to voice their concerns and their issues, but also for us to show that we are not just venting, but we are taking steps to resolve matters.  The second thing, ah, tonight, there was a lot of discussion about, ah, the social media picture of a candidate that’s running for State’s Attorney.  Ah, Kankakee is on the map and a lot of times we’re on the map for negative things with diversity to live in.  We have, you know, this  uncontrollable violence, ah, we have a former governor that’s in.......that went to prison.  What Travis did tonight was really wonderful and I’m really proud of him and I think that’s a reflection of the Kankakee that we want to be and the Kankakee that this Council’s working to have.  With that being said, I think it’s very serious when we have leadership that makes light of a group of people or a particular issue.  Ah, when I saw the photo, of course I had a reaction to that photo.  And, some people may think, well he’s running for the County, not the City.  It affects our City because our Police Department work with the County.  When there’s crimes in the City, they have to work with that office to make sure that our citizens who rely on them for support and to be protected, if it’s a crime to be prosecuted, they rely on that office for that to happen.  So, our City Police Department that we invest a lot of money in, and resources, and rightfully so, to make sure our citizens are safe, has to work with that department.  To me, this is an issue about insensitivity and it’s an issue about faith in the institutions that we have in place that are supposed to serve and protect our residents in our City.  And, so, with that being said, I feel like as a Council we need to figure out how we’re going to communicate with our residents that these issues are important to us and that we’ve heard their concerns.  And, we don’t have the answer tonight, but I’m willing to be part of that discussion with you Mayor, with Chief Regnier, with Mr. Glazer.  Or whoever, you know, that that conversation needs to happen with so that we can make sure our residents feel comfortable.  Black people shouldn’t feel like they’re viewed as the way they were portrayed in black face.  It was degrading.  Black people were portrayed as ignorant and silly and simple-minded and the women promiscuous. It’s disrespectful and if I’m a victim of a crime, I want to feel like the police and the County, that office, are going to work together to make sure that I get justice.  Domestic violence, Mayor, I’ve seen you at the empowerment walk.  It’s held every 4th Saturday in September in our City’s Farmer’s Market.  Every year it kicks off Domestic Violence Month which is observed during the month of October.  It’s a serious issue.  I know you take it seriously.  So, with that being said, again, we have to make sure as leaders that we acknowledge when things like this happen, when our public speaks to us about it and they’re concerned about it and it’s bothering them, we need to acknowledge that.  And, we need to figure out how we’re going to work together to make sure people can trust the institutions that are in place to serve and protect them.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you, Alderwoman.  Any other comments?  Yes.

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
I would like to be involved in the initiative because that is a problem with our ward as well.  It’s just..........people don’t know where to turn where they feel safe.  So........ah, I would like to be involved in that helping to get the word out so people understand their avenues and their options.  And, so thank you.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
 And, we are indistinguishable , you know, Police need the community to cooperate with them.  The police need the County..........that office to cooperate.  So, we all have to work together.

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
Um huh (affirmative).

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Any other comments?   Okay, motion to adjourn.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Swanson.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Seconded by Alderman Tall.   All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
We are adjourned.  Thank you.
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