
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CITY OF KANKAKEE

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAY 16, 2016          7:00 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Could we take our seats please?  We have a lengthy agenda this evening and I’d like to get started on time.  Okay, I’d like to call the meeting to order and ask Rev. Edwin Heck from Kankakee First Church of the Nazarene to lead us in prayer.  Is Rev. Heck here?  No.  Okay, we’ll go right to the Pledge.  Graduates of Kankakee School District 111 Speech Therapy Program.  The children traditionally come.  Are they here tonight?  Maybe they heard we had a long agenda.  Ah, then we will do the Pledge ourselves.

CITY COUNCIL AND EVERYONE:
Pledge of Allegiance

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:   Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Department Heads

CLERK DUMAS:


PRESENT:  Regnier; Young; Kubal; Bohlen; Power; Simms; Tyson; Cross; Bertrand; Yohnka; Schmitz (11) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
At this time I would entertain a motion to approve the minutes of the May 2, 2016, meeting.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
 Motion to approve, Mayor Epstein.

ALDERMAN CRAWFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Osenga, seconded by Alderman Crawford.  Are there any additions or corrections to the minutes?  Hearing none, all those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 2, 2016

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The minutes are approved.  Before we go into the Petitions, we are going to have a lengthy agenda tonight with the presentation under Communications.  Ah, for all of our guests that are here this evening, ah, after the presentation and any discussion, you certainly are welcome to stay for the conclusion of the meeting, but you’re also welcome if you need to leave.  So, don’t feel uncomfortable if you would like to, ah, walk out at that time.  Moving onto Petitions, we have an item on the agenda tonight which is PB16-03.  There is a typo.  16-03, that, ah, is from the Planning Department for EDF Renewable Development is requesting an annexation agreement, ah, in order to build a battery storage facility.  Ah, at this time I would like a motion to approve the Findings and Recommendations of the Planning Board.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
 Second it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford.  Roll call.  

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (13)  


ABSTAIN: Baron (I have a conflict of interest and have to abstain.) (1)

FINDINGS & RECOMMENDATIONS  

PB15-03 – AN APPLICATION BY THE CITY OF KANKAKEE PLANNING DEPARTMENT AND EDF RENEWABLE DEVELOPMENT REQUESTING APPROVAL OF AN 

ANNEXATION AGREEMENT AND ANNEXATION PETITION OF PROPERTY TO ACCOMMODATE A PROPOSED BATTERY STORAGE FACILITY. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Before we consider the Ordinance, Cliff Cross is going to speak to you.  We are going..........there’s two parcels that need to be annexed into the City and tonight we’re only going to be considering one of those.

CLIFF CROSS:
Correct.  In this original request, for the, ah, Annexation Agreement and the Annexation Petition, there were originally two parcels, ah, which the applicant has been authorized to make an application for.  My understanding is you cannot officially annex in a parcel until you have ownership of the property.  On Lot 2 of this original request, they are completing the paperwork, but they are not officially the owner as of tonight’s date.  So, based upon that, what we are going to ask is that you go ahead and consider recommendation and approval of the Annexation Agreement and the Petition for Lot 1 only tonight because they need to get it completed to make the..........to get the project to move forward.  I will then reserve the right to ask that we can bring back a mirror Ordinance pertaining to the Annexation Agreement and the Annexation Petition that you will.......that you’re going to consider tonight that will have Lot 2 at the next Council meeting.  So, you’re not going to be approving anything different.  It just will be two separate Ordinances addressing two separate legal lots of record.  So, ah, based on that, we are asking that when you consider this approval tonight, you do it under the understanding that Lot 1 will only be considered tonight and Lot 2 will come back before you at the next meeting.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Cliff, do you want to speak to what a battery storage facility is?

CLIFF CROSS:
Sure.  And, I know the, ah, representative from EDF is here and he did provide me some, ah, documents if you want them.  But, my understanding is, it is a way for them to contain the energy which will ultimately be, ah, sent out to their customers.  It’s, ah, it’s going to look very similar to what’s already there that you approved the annexation–it’s probably been eight years ago now?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Um huh (affirmative).

CLIFF CROSS:
Ah, but it’s not a switching station.  It’s a storage facility to store that energy and to pass it onto their customers.  I know Mr. Copeland is here.  He’s an expert at this.  Ah, he did speak at the Planning Board and I’m sure he’d be willing to answer any questions that you may have if you do.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Well, let’s go ahead and Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Agreement.  Do I have a motion?

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Swanson.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
I second it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Seconded by Alderman Faford that would Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance that is the Agreement between the City and EDF Renewable Energy.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (13)  


ABSTAIN:   Baron (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (13)  

ABSTAIN:   Baron (MAYOR EPSTEIN:  Alderman, did you want to abstain?  Baron: Yes I do.  Thank you. I vote to abstain.) (1)
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE ANNEXATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 

CITY OF KANKAKEE AND EDF RENEWAL ENERGY.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  The next item is the Ordinance approving the Annexation Petition and this is for Lot 1 only.  Motion to Suspend?

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of this Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (13)  


ABSTAIN:   Baron (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  A motion to place the Ordinance approving the annexation of Lot 1 only on Final Passage.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (13)  


ABSTAIN:   Baron (1)

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE ANNEXATION PETITION TO ANNEX APPROXIMATELY 5.2 ACRES INTO THE CITY OF KANKAKEE 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Thank you.  Moving onto Communications.  Tonight we have a little bit of an unusual presentation.  I’d asked the Police Department in conjunction with the Public Safety Committee, as we have experienced a rash of, ah, some violent behavior and shootings in the community in the last couple of months.  Most of those incidences have been caused by juveniles.  And, I thought it was important for the neighborhood groups to be invited and for us to have a clear understanding of the difficulty in dealing with juveniles when it comes to, ah, the type of behavior that we’ve seen exhibited.  I want to make sure that the community understands in no way are we saying that juveniles should be treated as adults when it comes to the criminal justice system and, quite frankly, the legislature has provided guidelines that does not allow that.  But, that said, that there are some behaviors that are really unacceptable and I think it’s important for the community as well as the Aldermen to understand what the Police Department is dealing with.  This is done in conjunction with–you’ll notice the Sheriff is here tonight, the States Attorney, Probation, because really our Police Department is one leg of a three-legged stool.  Ah, we do the arrest, it goes to the States Attorney for charges and then it goes to the judiciary for sentencing and if those three pegs of the stool are not all focused in the same direction, ah, nothing happens.  And, quite frankly, our hands are tied in many respects when it comes to dealing with juveniles.  Also, Dr. Walters is here from the School District.  I spoke with her today, mentioned the presentation because, unfortunately the same individuals that we’re dealing with in the presentation this evening, obviously are, for the most part, students in District 111.  And, we really hope by viewing this together, our ultimate goal is these children need help.  But, the more important aspect is we have 27,000 people in the City of Kankakee and our job here is to keep everyone safe and we’re just trying to educate everyone on the seriousness of the issue and how we might go about resolving it.  So, I’m going to turn it over now to, ah, Chief Regnier, our Chief of Police.  I have to say, he’s had........several of his officers truly have spent a lot of time on this Power Point and I’m going to move now and I’m going to turn it over to them.  

CHIEF REGNIER:
Thank you, Mayor, members of the City Council, also.  What we’re actually going to show you tonight is, we’ve identified about 19 juveniles that are....... that are involved in this rash of shootings we’ve had within the City.  At least, we went back to January 1.  It actually started in December, but we went back to January 1, to go back and show you some of the things that....that we found.  What we’re going to show you tonight is a bit of a subculture, ah, that we’ve found, that is a little bit out of the norm, but the things that we’re going to show you tonight is the things that we are dealing with and the things that, ah, we’ve come across.  The......this is not to point any fingers at anybody or anything, ah, but, this is just to show you what we’re dealing with.  Now, one of the things that you’ve got to understand is that all of these people are under 18 years of age.  So, they fall within the juvenile justice system here in the City.  And, in the County.  Like Mayor said, the County Sheriff is here along with Al Swinford, their Chief.  Ah, the.........Jamie Boyd’s here along with 1st Assistant Bill Dickinson.  Ah, all the people from Probation are here–Tom Latham and Grace Seggebruch.  So, these people are all knowledgeable people that know what’s goin’ on.  They’re our partners in this and we.......we value them very much.  That’s why I asked them to come here tonight.  At this point I’m gonna’ turn it over to Commander Jay Etzel and Detective Sergeant Avery Ivy.  

COMMENDER ETZEL: 
I’m gonna’ pull it free here.  I’m goin’ rogue.  All right.  Thanks....... ah, the Mayor.  I’ll get out of the way, first of all.  The Mayor, all the City Council members, the men and women.  Also, once again the Chief, thanks.  You know, the Sheriff and the States Attorney’s office, Probation’s here and County Sheriff.  So, that’s great.  And, at some point if they would like to make some comment or somethin’ at some point, that would be great, too, if they feel necessary.  And, also, we’ll open for some discussion towards the end.  It’s not a very long, ah, presentation here–Power Point.  But, I’d like to thank Sgt. Ivey, too, for puttin’ a lot of this together.  But, we did put some time into this.  And, like the Chief said, it is........it does involve.......the primary issue of it is the juvenile issue.  The problems with them and like he said, it’s under the age of 18 years old.  Once they turn 18 they are considered adults so they’re treated differently than juveniles, of course.  And, I want to say just a few short years ago, the law had changed.  For a while it was anyone who was 17 and got arrested for a misdemeanor, they would be treated as a juvenile still.  But then if they committed a felony while they’re 17, they moved up to an adult.  But, that law changed, like I said, a few years ago.  Now it’s anyone under 17 is going to be charged as a juvenile.  And, that’s some exceptions such as a serious violent crime or a homicide and they can be moved up to  adults.  So, that really........really did bottle up part of the juvenile side of it for a little bit because it made more cases when you did commit a crime for being a juvenile.  You know, just so you know, this Police Department works hard as well as any other Police Department works hard for this City and we do put a lot of time and effort into trying to solve these crimes, doing investigations.  It does take a lot of time.  People do have rights we do have to obey to.  We do require a lot of help from the community.  We really, really do.  This past April 11, it was probably one of our most busiest weeks of the history of this City.  We had four homicides in one week starting April 11.  That Monday we had a.........a......a father beat to death a 1½- year-old child.  That next......two days later, that Wednesday, we had a fire involving two juveniles, a two and a four-year-old who died in a fire.  And, then about two days later, early Saturday morning we had a shooting down on Harrison.  But, just so you know, none of those crimes were even gang related.  Okay.  The last shooting on Harrison, that can be almost termed as....it was almost part domestic issue really that came up during that.  The fire, we had a homeless gentleman who was really not in the right state of mind who did that.  And, once again, the first one, it was a father with his child and that is, ah, that’s a domestic really, too, as well.  So, you know I don’t like to say that Kankakee has a gang problem.  I really don’t want to say that because a lot of these juveniles, they’re just so unorganized and immature that they just fall........they just want to be in groups, okay.  And, that really starts, for those who work in the schools, Gloria and all that.  And, Dr. Walters, I think I saw her here somewhere.  But, it’s, you know it’s really does start in the home and I think we all kind of know that and I don’t want to rehash all of society’s issues here tonight, okay, because........and I hope you understand that, you know, the Police Department gets caught a lot in the problems of society.  Who do we look at first a lot of times?  It’s the Police Department.  All right. And, we do want to help as much as we can but we have certain limitations that we have to abide by and some of these involve, ah, dealing with these juveniles with........with how they can be arrested, when they can be arrested, when they go to court when they get released.  And, we’ll talk about that too, as well, you know.  But, you know tonight’s not about, ah, but tonight’s not about..........ah, can you hear me okay?  Is that better?  There we go.  We got a short. It’ plugged in. I like to pace.  I’m not a public speaker by heart, but I do.  We do actually do the Citizen’s Police Academy class which I do put on and I do recognize quite a few faces in here from that.  So, that’s good that you guys attend those classes and for those who haven’t attended that, this fall we’re going to have another class, so that’s ah......I’m gonna’ put a little plug in there for that, all right?  That’s this fall.  So, in that you learn a lot about our Police Department, and you can ride with officers and really learn a lot about what we do.  But, tonight’s not about pointing fingers.  It’s just about the overall situation we all see ourselves in.  Alright?  And, how we have to deal with these juvenile problems.  There’s a process for those.  Alright?  You know, I was talking to somebody the other day on the street and it’s........you know we’re talkin’ about how a lot of the problems have come up through, you know we were talkin’ about Ferguson, Baltimore, Chicago, a lot of the issues there.  And, the person I was talking to mentioned, it wasn’t a police officer, ah, but they mentioned it’s not a matter of really, ah, if a situation like that may happen here, it might be a question of when it happens here.  Ah, and, as a community I think we really need to know that it affects, the situation, a tragedy happens, a police involved encounter, okay, which, you know obviously if somebody gets hurt, whether it’s the officer or otherwise it’s not a good situation, okay.  As us in the Police Department, we talk.  When things happen on the news we talk about that in our morning meetings.  And, we all cringe when something happens.  We always wonder, I hope the officer was in the right, was in the right when that happened. Okay. We really, really do.  We use this for training purposes, we really do.  So, it’s important to know that.......that we come together if something like that was ever to happen that we don’t base our decisions on our emotions, okay.  We look at the facts of what happened.  Alright.  So, a lot of time emotions can get really involved in situations.  We had a police officer die, got shot and killed on a simple traffic stop back in 1996.  Alright.  Ah, Alderman Osenga has been shot.  It was back in 1989, okay.  Myself and Sgt. Ivey’s been shot at and that was not too long ago–two years ago.  So, it’s........it’s a matter of like I said, hopefully it’s.....it doesn’t happen, but as a community we need to really take a deep breath if that ever happens ‘cause there are a lot of guns out there folks.  Alright.  And, that’s what we’re gonna’ talk about tonight.  Mostly is.....are about the gun issues and it’s important that......and, you know, there’s a lot of crazy things that happen out there.  A lot of these kids are shooting, ah, the guns.  And, they’re obviously not trained in it.  Ah, sometimes they don’t care what happens when somethin’, ah, goes bad out there.  Alright.  Now, like Chief said, we’re gonna’, mostly we took some information from December of late last year there, but most of it’s gonna’ be from January ‘til basically up to maybe just a few days ago that we’re gonna’ cover in these........in the Power Point.  Like I said, first of all, we’re gonna’ show some.........a video and some photos.  Now the video and photos.........the video........the video and–there is a short in this isn’t it? Alright.  Well, I’ll talk loud if you can’t hear me okay.  But, the video and photos involved in this, most of ‘em........I think all of ‘em came from Facebook.  And, Facebook is our.........it can be our friend and also can be our enemy too, as well.  And, we all know the benefits of Facebook.  We all know the pros and cons of Facebook.  A lot of people post these......and, I’ll say, these juveniles and criminals and whatever, however you want to term these, ah, these folks where they post the information out there and, you know, a few years ago it used to be graffiti.  You don’t see too many.......too much graffiti anymore do you?  Because they have posts now on Facebook.  That’s how they share information.  That’s how they communicate.  Sometimes even by telephone, they even call each other which makes it hard to trace by the way.  But, ah, so through communication, all through Facebook.  So, it helps us too, as well, because we can look at Facebook in some cases and gather information.  Gather photos that we can use.  Sometimes we can use it during a, ah, during a crime or an investigation but a lot of times there are roadblocks to usin’ that information.  And, as we talked in the station house for, you know sometimes there’s restrictions, you know.  They may show a gun up there, but it may be a tough one to prove is that a real gun or not.  And, we’re going to show you some pictures. Some of you may say, well that’s a real gun and some may not.  But, in some cases......in most cases, they really do look like real guns and actually, I think, most of the pictures on here, they are, they are real weapons.  Should we go ahead and start it?  Ivey.  Ready to indistinguishable whatever?  Is this working?  Hey, alright.  You’re magic man.  SIMULTANEOUSLY SHOWING POWER POINT PRESENTATION Okay.  Like I said, these are on Facebook.  Ah, we have located..........either through investigations or just perusing through Facebook which takes a lot of time, takes a lot of man hours sometimes to do this.  We can, ah, show that, you know, this is the  mentality of a lot of the folks we’re dealin’ with.  People.......some people love guns and that’s just how.......sometimes that’s how it is.  Here you can see that’s a AK47.  Alright. He’s got a rifle here, too.  Down here, okay.  Somebody’s takin’ the picture and they posted this on Facebook.  Now, you might ask, well, can’t you go after this person, these people for havin’ guns?  Well, first of all we gotta’ prove, are those real guns.  Most likely they are. We gotta’ prove that those are real guns ‘cause there’s always a doubt......no......no......no those aren’t real guns.  We probably know they are, right?  Prove who these people are and where this was taken from.  These....each picture can be its own investigation if you really go through it. Alright. So, we really don’t have the manpower to go through each photo that we see, but if we happen to see a person who we arrested with a weapon, a fire arm they’re not supposed to have and we happen to see this, too, we can print it out and send it to the States Attorney office just to show the mentality once again, too, as well. Another one. Alright. There’s another AK47 type weapon, showing a gang sign.  A lot of times tattoos will indicate that too, as well.  Here’s one.  Ah, we did block out the eyes as much as we could.  Now some of the videos we’re going to show you, which there’s only a couple or three or so of the videos, but the videos we cannot manipulate.  We can’t block out the eyes in those, alright.  And one of the videos actually was filmed upside down so you’re going to have to pardon that.  That’s just how we have it as well, too.  We’re unable to flip it.  Alright.  So, yet it shows you kind of what’s goin’ on here.  There’s another photo of a gentleman.  Most of these, once again, are juveniles, if not all of them.  They look like adults, but they’re actually............most of ‘em are under 18 like we said.  There’s a gang sign.  There’s another weapon there.  Another weapon.  These are.........there are literally hundreds of photos like this, alright, all over the place.  Here’s another one.  This is a juvenile.  That’s the same.........he’s 17.  I’m gonna’ try and I promised Probation I would not use names.  Alright.  It’s very difficult not to use names when you’re dealing with people that you see a lot and you come across.  It’s very hard.  It’s how, obviously, we identify people.  Alright.  This.......we actually attempted to locate this basement....... we believe it’s in a basement.  We know who this subject is.  He’s a juvenile, of course.  I believe he’s 16 or 17 and, ah, we went.......he was on probation at the time so we called Probation and they obliged us and we said we’re gonna’ go check that gentleman’s basement and see if that matches up.  Maybe we can go somewhere with that.  Maybe we can get a warrant and such and check because what we’re talkin’ about here, is we got a long rifle down here in the case.  We got him, what I will call, a lot of us may call like an Uzi, a tech 9 type of weapon, fully automatic, alright.  Same down here.  Fully automatic.   And a handgun pointed at his own head. Alright. And, that was posted up there, too.  Free....we’re talkin’ about the day.  Free LLKO.  I don’t know if it’s somebody in jail or somethin’ they wanted to get out.  Is that what it was Chief?  Alright.  Close enough. And, they post some other things on there.  It’s almost like a game, you know.  I mean, a lot of us have kids and like we all say, it starts at home which is true.  A lot of these kids are displaced.  Some of ‘em have mental issues, okay.  But, once again, the Police Department, we can’t give mental health treatments.  You know, we can’t place kids in  certain homes.  That’s.........we can’t do that as a Police Department.  It’s takes a community and other social services to help us......to help us with this.  Alright, here is a gentleman who is a juvenile.  I think he was 15.  I don’t know.  This is actually the........you guys heard about the County rifle that was stolen out of the squad car, okay, out of the Deputy’s vehicle alright.  Actually broke the window, got in, found the key to where the safe in this vehicle where this weapon was......was located.  He went through there and dumped everything out of that vehicle and he posted this on Facebook.  We caught him and arrested him and we’ll talk about..........he’s one of our two, I’ll say examples, in the juvenile system.  I won’t say his name, but he is a juvenile.  I think he’s either 15 or 16, but we didn’t catch him because of this Facebook post, alright.  We caught him because we pinched another juvenile who got in trouble, okay, and he gave us some information and led us to this.  So, it was that kind of............that’s how we got to this case and that helped us.  We, ah, we got some information and made the arrest so he’s charged with burglary and a weapons possession.  Alright, we did eventually recover the weapon and a police vest too that was stolen from that vehicle.  But, this......this child has some issues.  During the breaks of the interview talking to him, he was rapping very loudly, ah, about weapons.  We’d come into the room, he’d be quiet.  Wouldn’t hardly talk.  Talk real low.  Leave, he’d be rappin’ really loud.  Very bold.  That’s one of the things I want to say.  Very bold to break into a police vehicle, okay, and steal a.......steal a weapon.  I think we all can agree with that.  And, his attitude kind of emphasizes that too, as well.  So, we’re dealin’ with juveniles who really have not much of a conscience on what happens and who gets hurt.  Another juvenile.  Well known.  We’ll talk about him too, as well.  That is a fully automatic weapon with an extended clip here that holds about 30 rounds in it.  Blacked out, once again, in the face, too, as well.  He’s 17.  We have a short clip on him.  Here’s a video, like I said, I apologize, it’s upside down.  MUSIC FROM VIDEO PLAYING IN BACKGROUND.  You can see weapons in it.  Clips right there.  Can’t see it there, oops, l’m gonna’ go forward.  Sorry about that.  Holding weapons there, holding ammunition, the gang signs, more weapons there.  Ammunition.  Gang signs.  Gang signs.  And, there’s indistinguishable all over and more weapons.  They all want to share it.  There’s probably a dozen people in that room during the time this video’s goin’ on.  More ammunition.  I apologize for that language there.  Here’s another video.  Couple of other weapons.  Now these, from what it looks like, it looks like real weapons there.  All right.  Looks like 9 or 45 caliber, is what they look like.  And, those are probably all real.  Here’s a juvenile.  Unfortunately, we’re not able to block the eyes unfortunately, but he’s holdin’, ah, a automatic weapon with a large clip.  Probably a 30-round clip on there.  He’s videotaping himself.  That is an automatic weapon, extended clip on there too, as well.  That is a laser beam he has on that or a laser–not a flashlight–it’s a laser so you can see exactly where I’m pointing, it’s like this on the screen that’s what that weapon was.  So, where you fire that weapon, that’s where that red dot will go and that’s what he has.  Once again, a juvenile.  He looks pretty young there.  Here’s a video.  Right up here you got five, ah, what we believe to be juveniles or young adults exit from behind this building.  This is on East Chestnut.  They’re shooting..........maybe I could go back a little bit too, as well. Ah, a couple guys are shooting this way into them.  They’re returning fire you can see in military fashion.  They’re using a vehicle for cover.  They’re shooting around a building over here.  There’s five guys there that I think we determined.  Four of ‘em had weapons on ‘em.  We could not, ah, identify these subjects.  Ah, they switch clothing quite a bit.  Ah, and we searched that building as soon as we possibly could and those weapons were gone.  There’s two, I want to say, housing apartments there next to each other ‘cause they go around the back inside the other one.  We searched those, too.  We found no weapons.  Lot of times these, ah, kids and that happened recently we had a couple robberies where they’re identified, we bring ‘em back, they’re identified by the victim, cannot find the weapon and vehicle.  If a certain amount of time goes by, they’ll ditch the weapon so we can’t.........don’t get the weapons off the street.  We believe these, some of these subjects may be involved in the, ah, the video I just showed you.  They’re outside on Chestnut there, videotaping.  They’re not necessarily doing anything illegal here.  They’re just videotaping themselves.  We’ve arrested this, ah, gentleman here several times.

CHIEF REGNIER:
Basically, what they’re doing here, is they’re telling me they’re not scared.  Those people that came shootin’ at them, they’re telling you they’re not scared.  They’re back out on the block again. 

COMMANDER ETZEL:
And, nowadays we come up to a door.  We talk to a young kid, maybe 12 or 13.  They’ll slam the door in our face now.  They really will.  They’ll slam the door in our face.  All right.  A lot of them have.....they have no fear of the police.  Is that the last of it?  More?  Yeah, there is more.  This is a female.  Sometimes even the females get involved.  She’s holding what we believe is, ah, another weapon.  Looks like an extended clip on, too, as well.  And, probably the most disturbing one of all is probably this one I’d say.  Alright.  Here, we’re talking about, I don’t know, a child who’s three, four, five maybe at the most.  Okay.  I believe that this weapon is probably not a real one.  It’s probably like a pellet gun or bb gun.  But, that’s not the point now and I think we all know that.  It is the point that this child is throwin’ up a gang sign, okay, probably at the direction of an adult, whoever that is, holdin’ a weapon that was given to the juvenile.  Alright.  And, somebody, probably an adult, is takin’ the picture.  Okay.  I don’t know where....... who this person is.  I don’t know where this photo was taken.  I don’t know whose child this is or who this child is.  Alright.  Once again, you can open up an investigation into every single picture and as I said there are hundreds of these.  Alright.  So we, you know, we can now open a photo, it’d be nice to get the person ‘cause we’re talkin’ about a young kid here.  This one I would love to get a hold of the parents of this one here or whoever made this child do it.  It could be at a baby sitter’s house.  We really don’t know.  Once again, it shows the mentality, ah, the kind of gang banger attitude that a lot of these juveniles have.  Alright.  Let’s see.  We also have.........it’s not in our Power Point, but we’ve dealt with........we’re going to give you a link analysis look and Sgt. Ivey will talk about that when we get to that real quick here, but we have three sets of brothers that we deal with quite frequently.  Ah, Steve Hunter you know two of ‘em. Alright.  We’re not going to mention names okay.  But.

STEVE HUNTER: 
Right across the street.

COMMANDER ETZEL:
Alright.  We’re not mentioning names, but those are twins I believe and there are two who are going to be.....who are 11-year-olds right now.  Eleven, who are going to be 12 May 28.  Alright.  Who have their own crime wave completely.  And, then we have another set of brothers, who aren’t twins, who are 15 and 17 year olds that have........that have created a lot of chaos in this town.  But the two 11 year olds right now anyway, once again, I don’t want to say their names, but it’s easy to sometimes, but they have since........we have dealt with them since they have been 10-years-old.  Now, I....I think that there’s, ah, they’re currently locked up right now.  I’m trying to think if one or both of them are.  Both of them are, right Grace.  So both of them are right now and during that............they are going to see a psychiatrist too, as well, right Grace?  Psychologist.  Ah, which is good.  They need to see that because I really believe there is some mental illness there with these two kids because let me tell you, back in 2014, ah, they were stopped and charged with burglary, or involved in, I should say, at this point.  Burglary. Theft of a motor vehicle at the same time.  Then another burglary case.  Another battery case.  Ah, a battery case is when somebody strikes another and causes physical harm to somebody else.  A curfew violation.  A theft, another theft, an arson case, theft of a motor vehicle.  A disorderly conduct call.  Aggravated assault and the last one that they just got detained for in the juvenile detention center up in Will County, theft of a motor vehicle and possession of stolen property and burglary.  Alright.  They’re, ah, they’re the ones who broke into DPW and jumped the fence, broke in there and drove out a snow plow and, luckily, they got stuck on the gate.  They ran over the gate and got stuck on it.  Otherwise they would have drove that through town and who knows what would have happened.  And, we’re very thankful that that gate stuck, you know, stopped that truck.  So that we’re very fortunate with that.  But, these juveniles, you know, they need some help, but once again, we have to get ‘em in the system to get ‘em that help.  And, we’re gonna’ talk about sometimes it’s a process to get ‘em help.  There’re certain limitations that police officers have.  Probation, Sheriff’s Department, States Attorney’s office has.  And, once again, nobody’s pointing fingers here tonight, but just..........just kind of give you an idea that there’s limitations we have.  People have rights and we have to be able to prove a crime happened, too, as well.  And one of the big things I want you guys to get out of this is cooperation from citizens goes a very long way.  I think a lot of us realize that.  The crimes I mentioned in the week of April 11–those four homicides–those were all solved.  We’ve made arrests in those four cases, okay.  And, like I said, this is only the fourth time this has ever happened in the history of this City and because people helped us out, gave us some information.  Alright.  The first one with the father and the child.  People from, ah, the community helped us out with that.  Where they went, traveled.  Called us, let us know.  The fire, he made statements.........the defendant made statements to people who then notified the police, who then we interviewed and were able to get probable cause to make an arrest and such.  Okay.  Ah, and, also the, ah, shooting too, as well.  People gave statements.  So it’s very important that people talk and give us information.  Alright, I’m gonna’ speed this up a little bit here.  Here’s a map of, not so much the robberies so much because there really hasn’t been all that, but these juveniles, these are all caused by the juveniles that we’re gonna’ talk about here.  These are stolen cars with the cars.  And, the weapons are either weapons that we recovered, homes that have been shot or people who have been shot.  And, you can see there’s certain areas like this is the 300 block of Longwood over here.  This is the 500 block of South Poplar.  Talkin’ up here, I think that’s gonna’ be, ah, North Wildwood there.  This is gonna’ be 300 block South Chicago.  And, this is gonna’ be over on 400 block of North Union.  That’s over by the convenience store on Jeffery where one incident there where they just happened to see each other and we did make an arrest and one of the, ah, adults in that case was charged federally with weapons.  And, quite a few of these have been charged, but I’m just lettin’ you know that the havoc......that these juveniles that we have here have caused.  It kind of gives you an idea there which, ah, I do have.  You want to pass these our real quick maybe?  If you don’t mind.  Pass these out.  Probably up here for now and maybe the first row here.  You know what, I’m gonna’ let you talk and I’ll pass that out.  How does that sound?   Here’s a couple of examples, ah, juvenile time line.  I’ll let Sgt. Ivey talk.  We talked extensively with Probation and these give you an idea of what the process is sometimes. 

SGT. IVEY:
I’m not used to speaking with one of those in my hand. (Microphone) Ah, Mayor, City Council, thank you for having me.  I just want to go back real quick and go over this map.  The biggest thing we want to show here are the patches within the City of where all these gun crimes and these stolen vehicles occur.  As we can see, there’s about three main patches in a couple of the wards and it’s mostly, ah, these kids that live in those neighborhoods that cause these crimes.  Ah, our Nuisance Abatement, Deputy Chief Passwater’s been movin’ ‘em out.  This patch over here on Longwood, we’ve pretty much got them moved out which has helped out immensely in that neighborhood.  We’ve.........Nuisance Abatement up here moved those people out which is helpin’ immensely and I believe Deputy Chief Passwater’s workin’ on this area for those burglaries.  And, down here we’re workin’ with Nuisance Abatement to get those people out also.  So, yeah, the map looks kind of bad right now, but with good police work and work that the Chief and Deputy Chief are doin’, we’re gettin’ this movin’ along a little bit quicker.  We just wanted to go through like Commander Etzel talked about, we went and talked with Probation, Juvenile Probation, and we just wanted to give you guys a couple time lines on what happens with these juveniles when they go through the system.  Ah, DD, right off the bat, you know he’s one of our more, ah, active juveniles that we have in the County and as we see here, they started.......he started back in 2014 with his criminal career.  You know he got arrested in 2014, ah, December 2014.  He ended up with informal supervision, 180 days.  And, he’s been buildin’ up since then.  2015, he’s been arrested for criminal damage, disorderly conduct and that got pled down to disorderly conduct.  Again, 2016 starts his arrests again.  He got arrested in a stolen vehicle and then about a week later he’s arrested again in a stolen vehicle plus possession of cannabis.  At that time, he was petitioned.  When we talk about petition, that’s how a juvenile goes thorough the juvenile court system.  Instead of bringin’ charges, it’s basically called a petition so he was finally petitioned on the 29th for all these.  He was placed in a detention facility which we’ll call the Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice.  He was there for about two weeks.  Ah, he got out on the 21st because he was placed on probation until he was 21.  Now here on the 12th of April of this year, he had a petition for aggravated robbery.  It turned out that eventually he pled guilty to theft.  Ah, he was sent to a detention facility on the 12th of April and then he was let out again on the 5th of May and then a few days later–about five days later–he was arrested again for unlawful use of a weapon and he’s ordered detained at this time.  So, we have him locked up.  Only did two juveniles for these examples because, you know, we got so many juveniles and we’ve only identified 19 of ‘em.  But these are two of the bigger ones that we have.  Ah, this juvenile, JL, he started his criminal career back in 2013.  He got arrested for battery October 13th and eventually that was no charge.  I believe in February 2014, ..........April 9, 2014, he was arrested again for robbery.  He got petitioned for, ah, aggravated robbery in 4-14, then down to robbery in, ah, June 2014 and on July 31, 2014, he was sentenced to five years probation.  May 15, 2014, he was arrested again for disorderly and, but they ended up usin’ that charge for an aggravation for some of these other ones that are soon to come for his criminal career.  November 17, 2014, he was taken back to the Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice on a technical violation.  That’s basically, he either, ah, had a bad drug test whatever they determined was a violation for his probation, parole, whatever, they ended up takin’ him back.  He spent a little bit of time there and then he was sentenced to robbery, Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice.  He was committed, ah, March 2015, and then he gets out January 5, 2016.  He’s arrested again for burglary and stolen firearm the 25th of January 2016.  He was arrested again for resist, fleeing in a stolen vehicle.  Petition was filed for that and March 11, 2016, he was committed–full commitment–to the Illinois Department of Justice.  Ah, a lot of these we have to remember as a juvenile, they don’t get to......they don’t get sentenced to five years in jail.  They get sentenced an indeterminate sentence so that means if they go into the Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice, they can only serve a few months and they’re released back in the community.  So, that’s........that’s one of the problems that we have with the laws and everything else that are written for us to follow.  It gets some of these kids out really quick for crimes that, if any of us would commit, that we’d get time for, they get out a lot quicker.  Ah, Commander talked about the Link Analysis.  This is basically just to show you guys what we deal with.  Ah, each one of these numbers here on the side that you’re lookin’ at on your handout should be on the back of your handout.  Those are court cases.  That is........I’m sorry, not a court case.  One of our reports.  So, when you see all these reports, then starting about the end of December, movin’ all the way through ‘til this year, all the red are weapons violations. Either it’s unlawful use of a weapon, ah, shots fired, somebody shot, somethin’ like that.  That’s what red is.  The blue are the stolen vehicles that we see on the map.  So, as we can see with the link analysis, we’ve come down.  Obviously, we can’t give out names ‘cause they’re juveniles and such in an open forum.  So, down here, this is their initials that we use.  For your knowledge.  I mean we have a link analysis that lists their whole names.  So, here it just shows you that this.....for this kid for example, A, you know he’s been involved in seven cases since January 1.  Ah, I have times in court down here.  All that is, is basically showing you how many times since January 1, that we know of, initially, that they were in court and seeing a judge on somethin’.  Now, when we say seven cases, that’s not sayin’ that is how many times they are a suspect.  Seven means, here he could have been a victim, here he could have been a witness, here he could have been a suspect, here he could have been a suspect, here he was a witness again, here he’s a victim.  But, he’s been involved one way or another.  We have been able to document him leaving the scene of a shooting, ah, talking to us in reference to a shooting or somethin’ else.  So, that, so this, like I said, this is just 19 juveniles and probably about five adults that are  involved with all this stuff that’s been goin’ on the last few months, that out of that we can link most of them together.  Again, since January 1, April 26, petitions for selected individuals.  That’s just the selected individuals that we’ve given you on that link analysis.  We’re only lookin’ at about 52% of those who have got some kind of probation, 10.5% have got Illinois Department of Justice.  That means they went to......to the detention facility and we have 36.8% of these cases have never made it.  36.8 for one reason or another has never made it to court.  And, this is a big reason why–we only have three people that..........I’m sorry, 30% of people actually cooperated with the police that give statements, actually testify in court and stuff like that.  It’s the 70%, nearly 70%, that refuse to give statements to us.  These 70% include victims that have been shot and everything else.  70% will not cooperate with the police no matter what.  And, that’s how we get this 36% of not even making in court because we have to have–for criminal cases, we have to have people and things.  It has to be somewhat equal.  If we don’t have peoples and things, our cases can’t go forward or we don’t have enough evidence for court.  So, that kind of stymies what we can do with some of these juveniles and some of these adults.  Want me to keep goin?  

COMMANDER ETZEL:
Yeah.

SGT. IVEY:
All right.  So, the question is, what are the police doing?  The Chief has directed us.  We’re doin’ extra patrol.  We’re arrestin’ at least two of these selected subjects that we seen on link analysis for fire arms in the last couple weeks.  We throw out our cameras whenever we think somethin’s gonna’ happen somewhere, someplace.  We throw these cameras out and it dies in that area.  If we think that one of our suspects is goin’ after another one of these people, then we put it up in front of either the suspect’s house or the victim’s house and maybe we stop the shooting that day.  Or maybe we stop some kind of crime that day.  But, these work.  They are immensely, immensely helpful.  We gather intelligence.  Who these people are and who they’re connected to.  Again, the link analysis.  Now we know who hangs with who.  What are they involved in?  Are they involved in drugs?  Are they involved in guns?  Are they involved in stealing vehicles?  That’s what we need to know.  We’re learning where they live and we learn where their targets are.  We learn when they may be looking to strike or committing some kind of crime.  Why are they committing these crimes or targeting these certain people?  You know, a lot of the times, it’s just because they don’t like each other.  And, then sometimes, how they’re going to commit crimes.  If we can figure out how they’re going to do it, maybe we can get it stopped before it ever happens.  And, these are our major sources of information.  Patrol, number one source.  Our patrol guys are out there kickin’ the tires and lightin’ the fires.  They’re talkin’ to people all the time.  They’re in the areas they’re supposed to be and we get a lot of information from them.  That is the number one source of information.  And, then KAMEG and, obviously investigations, we talk between each other.  I.......I have another guy in KAMEG.  We meet with each other, we talk and we get information and then we can put it out to patrol guys so they know where they’re gonna’ be or where they need to be.  And, the Nuisance Abatement, obviously.  If we get these people out of their house and stop them from committing crimes in the neighborhood, we’re........we got half the battle won.  But, again, all this stuff comes together, we are making headway.  Robbery over on West Station April 12th.  One of these kids is DD who was arrested for this robbery and right there the witness and victim cooperated.  That’s the number one thing.  Again, April 13th, the next day, shots fired 300 S. Nelson.  Witness, victim came forward, cooperated.  We arrested AR.  He’s still locked up.  April 7th,  LM, he turned out to be a victim of a shooting, but we had already worked a case on him to where we were looking........we had his arrest warrant on him for armed robbery.  Got him locked up.  And, then, again, May 12th,  about one month to the day that he was arrested on a robbery because patrol was where they were supposed to be and where they needed to be, they were able to get him arrested for having a gun in the area.  And, he...

COMMANDER ETZEL:
That was this Thursday.

SGT. IVEY:
Yes.

COMMANDER ETZEL:
And, the officer stopped him from walking in the street. He took off running.......

SGT. IVEY:
‘Cause we’re puttin’ that intelligence out.  We’re lettin’ these guys know who we’re lookin’ at.  And, he has been ordered detained as of this time.

COMMANDER ETZEL:
And, when LM got out of the hospital from being shot, he was a target. We don’t have to call him a victim so much because he’s bein’ shot for a reason.  Okay.  He was more of a target, when he got out of the hospital he went to jail because he did an armed robbery.  

SGT. IVEY:
That’s about it on this.

COMMANDER ETZEL:
Since this time in 2015 from January to April, the end of April, KAMEG got 20 guns off the street and, ah, I’m tryin’ to think.  No, that was for the whole year, for the whole year of 2015.  Twenty guns off the street.  Now, for this time this year from January to April, they got 21 guns off the street.  So, even more for this time of year.  Still, we’re getting guns off the street.  We’ve had people sometimes call us and make a.........you know, send patrol out there to get the guys.  You know, people see people with guns and get ‘em off the streets.  But, you know, Bradley’s got some burglaries one in which 13 guns were stolen in one burglary.  And, we recovered a couple of those off the street in our town.  Okay.  So, those stolen cars I talked about earlier, those weren’t stolen from our town.  They were stolen from Ashkum and Champaign/Urbana and Rantoul and they brought ‘em back here.  So, they joy ride ‘em and bring ‘em back here.  So, most of those weren’t even stole from our town.  But, for some reason, they have some connections down there and snoop around and then find a car that’s unlocked and has the keys in it and brought it back to our town.  And, we find on Facebook some of these kids in front of that stolen car taking pictures of themselves. Now can we prove that person stole that vehicle just because they’re taking a picture of it?  No. Okay. But, if there’s other evidence to kind of link him to that vehicle somehow, some way, then they can be charged.  But, that’s one reason I wanted to put those  connections to those juveniles and shootings of the indistinguishable see it kind of linked together ‘cause a lot of them doing the same crime.  Some of those robberies, a few robberies not a lot, but there’s some, just a few burglaries, not very many of those either, indistinguishable  stolen cars and weapons charges. Once again, you know they’re targets, they’re involved in a shooting, ah, for the indistinguishable   You know, there’s certain things that we are doing indistinguishable pictures from the sky watch.  We’re usin’ that to place those areas that are high crime activities. We’re going to do some  curfew violations to try to incur some of these juvenile issues this summer.  We’re going to probably do several of those this summer.  We’re going to have officers walking the street to move the kids off beyond curfew.  When indistinguishable we’ll have our juvenile officers write the citations.  Write their parents citations for parental responsibilities.  Enforcing indistinguishable the law doesn’t allow us to go after these parents of these juveniles.  It just doesn’t allow us to do that. You think well let’s go after parents.  Really you can’t. indistinguishable you really can’t do that.  The law does not allow us to do that, but in some of the cases indistinguishable and such we can write them tickets and they can come before with their kid when they violate walking in the streets, violating curfew and a host of other violations. indistinguishable Nuisance Abatement, we’re always mentioned.  I don’t know if you already mentioned those three homes or not to you, but, ah, the 345 Longwood, they’re gone.  indistinguishable indistinguishable 481 N. Union.  They’re gone.  281 N. Hammes, they’re gone.  I think that was this weekend.

STEVE HUNTER:

That’s right.

COMMANDER ETZEL:
indistinguishable Does anyone have any questions? From the City Council at all about anything that we talked about tonight?  

ALDERMAN KENNEDY:
What time is curfew?

NANCY SMITHBERG:
Could you speak up?

COMMANDER ETZEL:
I’m sorry.

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
I just asked a question, what time is curfew?

COMMANDER ETZEL:
What time is curfew? If you’re 16 and under, any day of the week is 9:30 (P.M.)  If you are, ah, seventeen, you can stay out, I believe it’s ‘til 11:00 (P.M.) during the week.  Friday and Saturday I think it’s midnight.  I mean we just talked about it.  I think I’m right on that.  indistinguishable that’s what it is. 

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.

COMMANDER ETZEL:
Any other questions?  Yeah, Carl.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
You said that you can’t go after the parents of these juveniles.  Is it the parents’ responsibility to indistinguishable or do they still have it?

COMMANDER ETZEL:
Well, that’s a City ordinance ticket that we write them.  So we have Adjudication here for those.......for those tickets and you have them.  I suppose a year or so we’ve been doin’ it.  ‘Cause you realize, you know what, these kids that get a ticket, they don’t tell their parents of course. indistinguishable so we have to get the.....the citation indistinguishable for their child indistinguishable to hold them accountable. There’s no state law indistinguishable you know, unless we get some kind of child abuse.  indistinguishable Any other questions?  From anyone?  Yes.

ALDERMAN CURTIS:
It seems a lot of times, the juveniles are locked up and out two weeks later, five days later.  Is that state law?  It’s telling you that they have to  be released.  It seems like it’s multiple times they’re locked up, basically indistinguishable three instances within the year that they’re back out and indistinguishable crime.  Why is that indistinguishable juvenile, the adult indistinguishable   

COMMANDER ETZEL:
Somebody from Probation want to answer that. I don’t know if Don or......I don’t know. indistinguishable it’s a process and, you know, sometimes police indistinguishable enough to charge.  We may have nothing to arrest a child, but sometimes indistinguishable charge a crime.  Ah, or the judge gives them, ah, some lenience perhaps.  It’s just........it’s a process where indistinguishable charge some of those, so some of those indistinguishable so they charged petitions indistinguishable And, then the judge sees them so he may charge them with indistinguishable variety of reasons.  It’s frustrating all the way around really it is.  Because, you know, indistinguishable juveniles, they do deserve a second chance, but when we’re talkin’ five, six, seven chances, now we’re talkin’ about this person’s habitual indistinguishable He’s not learning from any mistakes they’ve made and, ah, I don’t know indistinguishable    It’s important to all of us, as well.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Ah, question.  

COMMANDER ETZEL:
Yes.  

JOANNE MCCRACKEN?:
You talked about, ah, certain indistinguishable that neighborhood indistinguishable Do you ever figure out where they move to?

CHIEF REGNIER:
Many times we reencounter these people.  It’s kind of our way of trackin’ ‘em because if they’re acting like that in that neighborhood, if they just up and move, they’re gonna’ go somewhere else and act like that.  We try and keep ‘em goin’ until they’re no longer in the City limits of Kankakee.  That’s what we’re lookin’ for.  Bruce.

BRUCE COWHIG:
Do you have a sense of where most of these guns come from?  Are they stolen or any straw buyers?

CHIEF REGNIER:
All of the above Bruce.  And, some of ‘em were stolen, some people make straw purchases which is when I go into a..........you give me the money, I go into a store, legally buy a gun, I bring it back and I give it to you, that’s called a straw purchase.  So, stolen weapons, they’re stolen in burglaries, ah, they take ‘em out of peoples’ cars that leave ‘em in there which goes a long way to say put a lock and a lock box on your gun.  But, you know, they get ‘em in numerous ways.  There’s a black market for ‘em out on the street so they buy ‘em right off the street also.  Yes, ma’am.

DIANE BOONE:
What can we do as a citizen to make sure these parents be held accountable  for their children?  It need to be done. I understand someone might have mental illness, but all indistinguishable commit a crime and they a career criminal. 

CHIEF REGNIER:
Thank you.  And, I think that’s what you need to push your legislators for, okay, for a state law.  You know, there’s Jay and Avery were sayin’, we’re tied by what the law allows us to do.  So, we can only do what the law allows us to.  The City of Kankakee has a Parental Responsibility Ordinance.  We do write it.  We write it quite frequently.  Yes, sir.  

STEVE HUNTER:
Let me just say thank you very much for making the presentation.  I was coming here to speak about 281 N. Hammes and some of your Aldermen probably didn’t believe what I was sayin’ at the last Council meeting in April or May whatever it was.  And, I think what has happened now is that you heard Lt. Etzel and you heard the Chief talk about the things I was talking about.  So they would confirm all the statements I made. indistinguishable But let me just say that 933-0402 is Jay Etzel, 933-0406 is the Chief’s number.  I’m sure indistinguishable all the time.

CHIEF REGNIER:
And, he did.

STEVE HUNTER:
And, I did.  And, I met with indistinguishable  I even left messages for the judges.  I called Etzel all the time.  I talk to the Chief, the Deputy Chief, I talk with Code Enforcement, etc.  I talk to Alderman Brown, ah, all the time about these things.  But, you know, as of this weekend, those rascals, those twins that Jay Etzel was talkin’ about, they left.  And, I was watchin’ ‘em move.  I was indistinguishable and, I was so happy. I had a camera in my yard for a while, too, watchin’ ‘em.

CHIEF REGNIER:
And, the point you’re bringin’ up right now is a.......is a big point.  It’s not just them, it’s they affect the entire neighborhood.  They make the entire neighborhood unlivable.  That’s what we want to get rid of.  We want people to stand up.  We want people to speak out.  We want people to call us to do exactly that.  We don’t want ‘em here either.  We don’t want ‘em in your neighborhood.  I don’t want ‘em in my neighborhood.  I don’t want ‘em in anybody’s neighborhood.  We want them gone.  Anybody else, question?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Any other?  Chasity

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
 
Ah, it disturbed me, 10-years-old they started a career path so to speak.  So, when they’re being detained in the Juvenile Justice system, what supports or interventions are actually occurring to disrupt this cycle because it doesn’t sound like there’s anything going on, then they come back to the community and then they do somethin’ else.

CHIEF REGNIER:
And, I can tell you they get a ton of services while they’re incarcerated okay.  They get mental health help.  They are in a structured environment.  They go to school, they learn.  They have to pass tests, all those kind of things, but the minute they get out, that support system is now gone.  They’re back to.....right back to what they were doing.  It goes back to the family unit.  

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:

So, there’s nothing that ordered where there’s like when they’re released back to the community are they ordered to continue the support services?

CHIEF REGNIER:
 Yes, but nobody brings ‘em.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:

Right.

CHIEF REGNIER:
There’s no.......there’s no, ah, there’s no back up for that.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:

And, parents.  There’s no link with the parents.  

CHIEF REGNIER:
No, ma’am.  And, there’s no state law that can hold them responsible.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  Thank you, Chief.  I wanted to....I want to thank all the neighborhood people who came tonight.  As Jay Etzel said, the faces are very recognizable because I think almost every person who’s in the audience, they’ve gone through the Citizen’s Police Academy and they understand the process and procedures we have to go.  I know Alderman Hunter does.  The last time we had a Chronic Nuisance that we evicted on Longwood, that was a 70-page document.  We use it when it’s appropriate, but we have to use it sparingly because quite honestly the judges are very hesitant to remove people from their homes.  So, we have to use it in the proper context because it’s certainly a tool that we don’t want to lose.  So, again, thank you to the police.  This was meant to be informative.  It wasn’t meant to be frightening.  Again, when I spoke to Dr. Walters today, these are a small, small, small minority of children that we wanted to focus on tonight because of the, ah, activity that we’ve had in the community for the past several months that has been very, very discouraging to all of us.  But, we have to remember, if you were a part of District 111 Peace Day and the Peace marches, 99% of our children do what they’re supposed to do.  They are good citizens of our community, but it’s our jobs to work with the small group and find some kind of services for them.  Chief.

CHIEF REGNIER:
 I know what I’m about to say is kind of preaching to the choir to everybody in this room, but if you see something that goes on in your neighborhood, do not hesitate to pick up and phone and call the police.  Make all the other calls that you want to after you get ahold of the police.  Make your first call to the police.  933-3321 if you wish to remain anonymous.  911 if it’s an emergency and you really don’t care.  Okay.  933-3321 will not.....that will, it’s not...........it’s recorded, but your name, your number, nothing comes up.  You are completely anonymous to the people you’re talkin’ on the phone with.  Okay?  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
And, just one other aside.  One of the reasons that we’re very concerned about the juvenile issue is, there is a bill in the State Legislature that is proposing to raise the juvenile age to 21 which means that anybody 21 and under would go through the juvenile system, not the adult system so you would only expand the number of children–I’ll use that term–that would be affected by this revolving door thing.  So, we just wanted to bring that to your attention.  Okay, we’re going to go on with the rest of the agenda.  Those of you who wish to leave, feel free to do so. Moving onto Communications.  We have done Item A.  Item B, C and D are requests for street closures.  Motion to approve Items 7B, C and D.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Brown.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Second by Alderwoman Wells-Armstrong.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

WRIGHT IN KANKAKEE IS REQUESTING STREET CLOSURE OF THE 700 BLOCK OF SOUTH HARRISON AVENUE FOR “CHEEP HOUSING: A PARADE OF BIRD HOUSES” 

AT 701 SOUTH HARRISON AVENUE ON SUNDAY, JUNE 12, 2016, FROM 2:00 P.M. 

UNTIL 8:00 P.M.

KENNETH SIMPSON, SR. IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT FOR ONE DIRECTION FORWARD EXPRESS EVENT TO BE HELD AT MARTIN LUTHER KING PARK ON MAPLE STREET ON SATURDAY, JULY 9, 2016 WITH A RAIN DATE OF SATURDAY, JULY 16, 2016 FROM 1:00 P.M. UNTIL 3:00 P.M. 

KALEAH BARNES IS REQUESTING STREET CLOSURE OF THE 700 BLOCK OF NORTH CHICAGO AVENUE FROM WILLOW STREET TO MULBERRY STREET FOR A BIRTHDAY PARTY TO BE HELD AT 757 NORTH CHICAGO AVENUE ON SUNDAY, MAY 22, 2016, FROM 1:00 P.M. UNTIL 8:00 P.M. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The items are approved.  Standing Committees.  Economic Development.  Alderman Curtis.  

ALDERMAN CURTIS:
Ah, I’m going to defer to Alderman Gall.  She ran the meeting for me.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
That’s right.  I’m sorry, Alderman.

ALDERWOMAN GALL:
That’s okay.  I did want to highlight some things from our meeting though.  The Committee discussed our upcoming Economic Development website.  That’ll be ready for our......for the Committee’s viewing at our next meeting and it also will be ready for the ICSC Convention.  In addition to the website there will be, ah, brochures with information for Exit 308 that will be ready for the conference as well.  I believe that’s May 22, this weekend.  Also, we discussed the Community Reinvestment Fund Partnership that we’re just learning about.  It has the potential to help small businesses as well as housing.  Alderman O’Brien, ah, shared a Power Point that was very informative with us.  If anybody else would like to take a look at that, we can email that to you.  As well, Alderman Baron also had a really interesting article about the Community Reinvestment Fund Partnership that was used in Detroit, Michigan, in the mortgage industry.  So, also, retail recruitments are still being made with maps and potential sites along with letters requesting a meeting at the ICSC Conference.  And, we would like to make a mention that our Farmer’s Market was recognized as one of the top ten in Illinois by a website called Only In Your State.  Just one more reminder, too, the Economic Development Committee is going to meet together with the Housing Task Force tomorrow night from 5:30 to 7:00 (P.M.) right here in the City Council Chambers.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Good.  Thank you.  Ah, Public Safety.  Alderman Osenga.  

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
 Yes, Mayor, the information’s in my report.  Self-explanatory.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Budget.  Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BARON:
You can review the numbers from last month that we covered in our meeting of May 9.  The Mayor presented the second.........the Mayor and the Comptroller presented the second draft of the budget comparing last year’s to this year’s.  Next.........a week from tonight, a week from tonight at 5:15 (P.M.), in 2nd Floor the usual Budget Committee, will have a special Budget Committee meeting to presumably review the final draft of the budget.  The......and then we’re not going to have a meeting at the regular second Monday in June.  So, that’s off because we’re meeting twice this month.  And, the plan is to have the budget presented to the City Council in the second meeting of June, not the first meeting of June, but the second meeting in June at which time we’ll have plenty of time to have reviewed it previous to that and, hopefully, to pass it with Suspending the Rules and going right to the final reading.  We are.........the budget that was presented, ah, with within $127,000.00 of being balanced.  It was $127,000.00 to the bad, but between now and then, there’ll be $127,000.00 that will be dealt with.  The biggest change from last year to this year is the reduction of $1,000,000.00 from sales tax revenue so this is........when we pass a budget this year, we will have the new normal in terms of, ah, sales tax revenue.  And, so that’s the big problem this year, filling in that million dollars.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Million dollars plus the extra expenses that occur just because.....

ALDERMAN BARON:
Just because of the sales tax sharing issue.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
But, ah, the radio station asked me the other night and I will reiterate it.  The budget will be balanced.  There will be no new fees, fines, any term that you can talk about that means revenue.  All right?  We are balancing with cuts.  We’re balancing with, ah, everything else that we can do to balance the budget, but there will be no new revenue streams included.  Okay?  Ah, done Alderman?

ALDERMAN BARON:
Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  Moving on.  Talking about..........

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
 Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:  
Alderman Swanson.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
I just want to say there will not be a Code Meeting–not Code–Ordinance meeting next Tuesday, the 24th.

ALDERMAN TALL:

There will be a Code meeting.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
Code is all good.  Ordinance is......there won’t be one.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  Thank you.  Moving onto the Report of Officers.  I need a motion to pay the bills.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Your honor, I would move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $635,132.44.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Second the motion.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Faford.  Are there any questions on any of the bills?

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
 Motion was by Alderman Faford.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Motion by Faford.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:

Seconded by Tall.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Any questions?  Alderman Tetter.

ALDERMAN TETTER:
 Check number 70135, Peddinghaus Corp.  What is that in regards to?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
That’s a property tax rebate, Alderman.

ALDERMAN TETTER:
Rebate?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Peddinghaus bought the old American Spring Wire plant in Eastgate and at the time that plot–or that parcel–had never been recorded as being part of the City of Kankakee.  That goes back, I can’t even tell you how many years.  We caught that and because they bought the property and it was not in the City, we settled on a deal that we would rebate some of their City property taxes.  This is the last installment, I believe, Elizabeth on that rebate?

ALDERMAN TETTER:
Okay.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien (Aye, although I abstain on 70138 and 70169.); Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $ 635,132.44 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Moving to New Business.  The first item on the agenda is a Sales Tax Sharing Agreement between the City of Kankakee and Kankakee Court, LLC, more commonly known to those of us as Ricky Rockets.  Ah, this agreement.......there’s several pages of a lot of legalese, but basically here’s what the agreement is.  It’s a 20-year sales tax sharing with Ricky Rockets and all of the entities that are part of that redevelopment.  The other piece is a five-year sharing of gambling revenues at which time for those five years, the developer may not appeal their property taxes.  Typically, when a redevelopment occurs like this, many times it’s in a TIF.  There is no TIF at Eastgate–or that area I should say–because it expired several years ago so this was an incentive in order to get the developer to develop that site.  Currently, the City gets no sales tax, no gambling revenue and very little property taxes so even through we’re sharing, this is a significant increase to the City as far as the redevelopment that we hope will also spur other development on East Court Street and we’re starting to see some of that at this time.  There’s also some exhibits and some language in here, because of the reconstruction of Exit 312, we had to quantify..........Mr. Tyson felt it was important that we talked about some easements, some road granting and things of that nature that we wanted to make sure were in here when that interchange is redesigned–not redesigned, but when they finally go to construction.  

ALDERMAN BROWN:
I would make that motion that we approve this agreement.

ALDERMAN TETTER:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Tetter.  Are there any questions about this?

ALDERMAN BROWN:
There is....I want everybody to know that Ricky Rockets is one of the biggest gaming truck stops there is so there will be sufficient revenue in that for us, but the main thing is this five years without appealing taxes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
That’s correct.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
That’s huge.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
And, ah, I think that, ah, people will also see when the development gets started there will be at least five retail outlets there.  So, it’s not just a truck stop.  There’s going to be other retail businesses that are located on the site as well as the truck stop.  Any other questions?  Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BARON:
So, twenty years of sharing on sales

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Sales Tax.

ALDERMAN BARON: 
........tax and five years of sharing on the gambling.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
On the gambling revenues.  

ALDERMAN BARON:
 50-50 for both of them.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
That’s correct.  And, you will have at a later date, we don’t have the.......all the information, but you will be asked to approve liquor licenses.  You’ll notice that was part of the agreement that they want assurances that they will be able to obtain liquor licenses for any of the entities within the redevelopment area that need them and then they also have a couple of comments in there about signage and things of that nature.  But, they have to comply with all IDOT as well as City ordinances, so.  Any other questions?  We have a motion and a second.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

SALES TAX SHARING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF KANKAKEE 

AND KANKAKEE COURT LLC 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  And, we’ll look forward to groundbreaking.  Next item is review and approval of our 2016 Motor Fuel Tax Street Maintenance program.  This is just for the materials.  Mr. Tyson.

DAVID TYSON:
Yes.  What this is is just a program that will pay for the cold patch, hot patch, salt, some sign materials and that.  The street program, I’ve talked with most of you.  I need to get with Alderwoman Gall and Alderman O’Brien.  I’ve got maps here and they’re the only two I haven’t talked to tonight.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.

DAVID TYSON:
 And, that program I hope to bring back in two weeks.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
So moved.

ALDERMAN CRAWFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Osenga, seconded by Alderman Crawford for the Motor Fuel Tax Street Maintenance materials portion.  Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE 2016 MFT STREET MAINTENANCE PROGRAM, SECTION 16-00000-00-GM - GROUP 1 – GROUP 6 - MATERIALS PORTION

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  There are no Appointments this evening.  We do have a Resolution.  It’s really an honor to present this Resolution to Anne Miller.  Anne, do you want to step forward?  I think that we could say that Anne is Miss Kankakee Public Library.  Ah, Anne has been with the Public Library from the time they were in my office until their new location, which really isn’t so new anymore, at the Executive Center.  She’s really been an extraordinary board member for 28 years at the library and is retiring.  She has retired from the Library Board.  So, I’m going to read this resolution of gratitude for her years of service.  WHEREAS, Anne Miller has served faithfully as a board member of the Kankakee Public Library for twenty-eight years, from February 1988, until May of 2016; and, of those twenty-eight years, ten years were devoted to being the Board President, from February 19, 2002, to July 17, 2012.  Ms. Miller was the Board President during the move of the Kankakee Public Library from 304 South Indiana to its new location at the Executive Center.  She has displayed able leadership and has been very committed to her role as library board member and president. WHEREAS, the Kankakee Public Library has gone through many exciting changes during the tenure of Ms. Miller’s board leadership, making the library a vibrant and vital part of the downtown area, and; WHEREAS, Ms. Miller has served with distinction and dedication to the Kankakee Public Library, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by Mayor Nina Epstein and the City Council of the City of Kankakee, Illinois, that we recognize and accord official recognition and gratitude to Anne Miller for her twenty-eight years of service on the Kankakee Public Library Board.  Motion to approve.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
 So moved.

ALDERWOMAN GALL: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Osenga, seconded by Alderwoman Gall.  All those in favor, aye.  

RESOLUTION OF GRATITUDE FOR ANNE MILLER’S YEARS OF SERVICE ON 

THE KANKAKEE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion is approved. 

ANNE MILLER:
Mayor, members of the Council, friends and family who are here tonight.  It’s been a real privilege to be on the board for the Kankakee Public Library.  There’ve been many changes as the Mayor has mentioned.  The move from the old building to the new building.  Working with two Mayors.  Working with two Executive Directors and it’s all been made possible because of the City of Kankakee and all of you.  It’s been, ah, a wonderful ride, but it’s been.....it’s taken a community and I feel very privileged and I feel very humble in accepting this prestigious recognition and thank you so much.

STEVE BERTRAND:
Don’t give me a microphone.  I want to thank Anne for her many years of service.  Ah, I think that it’s interesting that we saw the presentation that the police made because I think it’s important to know that one of the, ah, bulwarks we have to try to have our children be successes is your public library.  And, that Anne has served for 28 years to make our public library the kind of place where young people can go–young  people who are in trouble, young people who have, ah, poor family lives.  They can go there and find a friendly face.  They can go there and find a sympathetic ear and, ah, it’s people like Anne and all of our board members now I’m very proud to say–very relieved to say–all of our board members support that mission for our library.  That we’re not just a place where books check out and check in.  We’re a place where, ah, we’re trying to support the health of our community and Anne represents that as an individual.  Thank you so much, Anne.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
There is no need for an Executive Session this evening.  We will move onto Public Comments.  Ah, Alderman Hunter.

STEVEN HUNTER:
I’ll yield to my learned colleague from the County Board.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  Well, I have somebody in between so Judy and Jerry Kilbride. Thank you Alderman.

JUDY KILBRIDE:
Good evening.  Gerry and Judy Kilbride.  We’ve lived on South Wildwood for a long time.  Born and raised in Kankakee as most of you know so this is my home and I consider it our town.  Ah, certainly wanted to add our thanks to all that all of you do for our City and certainly for the Police Department who is keeping us all safe and at the same time trying to help those children who certainly need our help.  We’re here tonight though for two reasons.  We’d first like to thank our Mayor, Nina Epstein, for her encouragement and support of our Light It Up Blue night that have throughout the month of April.  The World Wide Autism day is April 2.  We want to thank personally Pete Schiel who is the head of the maintenance department for the City and who does the public buildings here that the Mayor has agreed to.  And, we also want to thank Brian Gadbois who is the....in charge of the maintenance for the County for lighting up our court house.  Second reason we’re here is pretty obvious from the shirts we have on.  Back in 1995–oh my gosh that’s a long time ago–ah, Gerry had a vision of bringing a 5K run to Kankakee.  Believe it or not, there weren’t many around back then.  And, a few years later, after our grandson was diagnosed with autism, we were encouraged by our children to make it a fund raiser and so we’ve been doing that since 2001.  Because of the City of Kankakee and Kankakee Valley Community, we have raised dollars for research and dollars to help those of our children who in our......who are in our community and individuals I should say.  Our most recent opportunity to support an activity for autism is the Merchant Street Gallery for artists with autism spearheaded by, ah, Tom and Deb Small under the leadership of Janice Miller.  So, that is one more opportunity for young people who struggle daily with autism and yet have a real talent for art.  We continue to help the schools and we continue to talk in the community to raise awareness, provide advocacy and education.  Our run this year, again, is Father’s Day, June 19, Cobb Park, 8:00 in the morning.  We would encourage all of you to come.  You may run, walk.  You may be a cheerleader.  You can volunteer.  And, if nothing else, oh, we accept donations on line.  You’ll know where to go for that.  Please pray for good weather.  God has blessed us with good weather for 20 years and we hope this’ll be the 21st year.  We have never NOT been able to hold this event.  And, the autism community benefits from all that.  Thanks so much.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.

GERRY KILBRIDE:
After that it’s pretty hard for me to say anything except that as I look around at all the ward Aldermen, they’re all in very good shape so we would expect every one of them to come to the event and if you can’t run all the way, I will be behind you pushing.  Okay?  Thank you very much.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Mr. Snipes.

ROBERT ELLINGTON SNIPES:
Good evening Mayor.  To the members of the Council.  Ah, I received a notice of violation saying that they had garbage or whatever in my house.  Now, ah, generally I don’t take, ah, offense if something is true.  But, I do if it’s a lie.  Ah, the chairs or whatever that I have over across the street was in one location.  I don’t know where they’re getting garbage from, but I picked up a lot of garbage and I been before this Council and stated that they need to fine folks or whatever for putting garbage.  I don’t drink.  I don’t smoke.  I even put a garbage can out there for the individuals and they stole that.  Now, the garbage that she said, I come out and I looked all over the property.  I’m tryin’ to find out where she’s talkin’ about garbage and I know she probably talkin’ about my plant things or whatever ‘cause we had to move things until I get out on the first and then I go in and set my garden, but, ah, that across the street was not.  Then it come up stolen.  Twelve chairs in the daylight.  Thank God we had two neighbors that saw a maroon van.  Ah, called the police afterwards, ah, but they said really nothin’ they could basically do and then when Saturday came and the individual happened to not only see the person, but knew the person and the people that, I guess they went to school together, he took the license number, the van, everything matched whatever and so I called the City, but they told me that I have to call between eight and four because there is no detective or anybody to come out and take a report since I had already stated that at first.  So, I’m still looking for this garbage that this individual was talking about so I saw them park by the property or whatever.  They write a ticket, but I’m looking where is the garbage.  So I need that person to come show me what they’re talking about as far as garbage because I pick up a lot of garbage and it’s coming every day.  It’s trash over there on our sidewalks, all over the place.  And, so, if I see it, it’s picked up, but I don’t have garbage.  But, what does amaze me is that we got a building with a roof with a hole that you see all the way through it.  Nothing has happened to it.  Across the street, nothing has happened to it.  Ah, we don’t want to say they selling drugs next door, but, ah, even that buildin’ is dilapidated and I wish it could go somewhere, but it doesn’t.  And, they have a carwash or whatever that’s there.  I don’t know.  But, don’t send me something where you lie and say garbage ‘cause I have to clean up a lot of stuff every day in that particular area.  Now it does a lot of raining or whatever, so we can’t cut it as quick as we would like, but even when I cut it we picked up the garbage, there’s more garbage that’s there or whatever.  So, something..I have a No Dumping sign, but they either can’t read or they ignore it.  We need to clear up and clean up or whatever that area because they are dropping everything there including glass in the back of the yard.  And, then they’re using my garbage can.  Again, and I showed ‘em.  It’s packed up. Even the garbage trucks say you bring your stuff out in a bag and it’s only one bag.  This stuff is piled up so when I go out to put my bag out there, I got to put it on top of stuff that either these people next door are using but I don’t think it’s the neighbors.  Ah, something has to be done.  I work during the day so I don’t get a chance to monitor the things.  Only thing I did, was I put a surveillance camera out there and we was able to see a maroon van.  But as soon as I try to take the picture, it delete it.  I got to figure out how to redo the program, but thank God the people have seen.  So, tomorrow I will be makin’ a call with the information for whoever this Billy is that stole the stuff.  But, there is no garbage on my property ‘cause I personal offense if I sit back and see garbage on my property and I went next door when they put garbage on my property and made this clean it up.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.

ROBERT ELLINGTON SNIPES:  
But, there is no garbage, so I need to see whoever this person is.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
We’ll take care of it with Code.  

ROBERT ELLINGTON SNIPES:
Thank you.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Any other Alderman comments at this time?  Oh, you decided not to cede your time?

STEVE HUNTER:
Oh no.  I wasn’t goin’ to cede my time.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Oh.

STEVE HUNTER:
Mayor and City Council, ah, I’d just like to make some comments regarding the communication which you guys received from Mayor Epstein last time regarding the comments I had made regarding 281 N. Hammes. As you heard tonight by Lt. Etzel that those individuals at 281 Hammes has departed this weekend.  And, much to my, ah, happiness you might say, ‘cause I saw ‘em packing up from Reed’s Rental truck and saw ‘em moving again yesterday.  And, what Lt. Etzel indicated as well, too, affirms that which I shared with you regarding with the kind of stuff that they were doing.  They were being investigated by the County for shootings in Aroma Park, they were involved in three burglaries at 652 S. Wildwood.  Ah, their car that they.....where they resided at 281 Hammes was involved in a 345 shootout over on Longwood.  So, you know, I feel pretty good that, you know, the police officers supported the comments that I made regarding, ah, the activity of those, ah, culprits, those rascals at that location.  I didn’t appreciate the communication saying City couldn’t do anything, however, the President of the M.A.R.C. Association was concerned.  The surrounding neighbors were concerned about the activities at 281.  I was very concerned because of my 100-year-old neighbor’s houses being broken into.  A bicycle was stolen down the street by those people at 281 and I could go on and on and on regarding those situations but I’m here to just let you know that they’re gone.  So, that means probably, if they didn’t move out of town, you guys will have to deal with it.  And, you’ll have to contend with the same stuff that I dealt with because I understand that they were........they have disciplinary referrals in school as well, too.  So, they’re some bad actors.  So, your turn.  Ah, let me just say further, the Kankakee School District festival, the Fine Arts had an affair this past Friday the 13th and some of you attended.  I was really pleased to participate on the committee in which we honored Avis Huff, the first African-American principal in School District 111 and Willa White who served approximately 42 years in the educational arena.  Those particular trail blazers, those black icons, have done a lot of positive things in the history of the City of Kankakee as well as their families.  Ah, Julius Huff, the husband of Avis Huff was a teacher as well, too.  Substantial property owner in the City of Kankakee.  Herbert White, ah, the husband of Willa White, was the first African-American, ah, Alderman in the City of Kankakee as well, too.  So, also, he was the President of the Kankakee Federation of Teachers and he fought for the betterment of students, teachers and employees in School District 111 where you worked, Mayor.  Ah, he served 52 days in jail when they struck.  I don’t know if you guys knew that as well as John Kennedy.  I know you remember John Kennedy.  He was a civics teacher I think back in the day.  And, also, William Stewart.  But, anyway, Mayor you were listed on the program to speak.  I know you bought a ticket from Phil Angelo and he assumed you were coming.  And, Becky Woodrich was saying that she thought you were coming as well, too. And they put you on the agenda.  If you could not come, I know in days past when I was on the Council, if Don Green or.....or, ah, Russell Johnson couldn’t be at a certain location, they had the Mayor pro tem or a designee to come and speak for the City.  I was glad to see, ah, Alderwoman Kennedy there.  I saw, also, Alderman O’Brien there.  I also saw, let’s see, who else was there?  Alderman Brown and Chasity Wells-Armstrong was there as well, too.  Really appreciate you guys being there.  However, if indeed you couldn’t make it, you know, please identify a designee to speak for the City.  Ah, the Mayor of Aroma Park was there inasmuch as they had a designated a street named after Willa White.  So, I just felt a little shaky as I thought my Mayor or designee would be there.  And, I would appreciate that when we have things such as this, for two icons, ah, that I referenced and I think you saw on the front page, Mrs. Huff, what we did Friday and what we did, ah, as far as the luncheon and the affair we had Friday night.  Thank you very much.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Alderman, even though I don’t think I owe you an explanation, ah, first of all I was not asked to speak at that event.  Had I known I was on the program, I would have had a designee.  Second of all, my husband is disabled and we’ve had to call 9-1-1 two times on Friday for assistance for him and that is why I could not be at that event, nor the Mac auction that I was also scheduled to be at.  So I apologize, but again, I was not asked to speak and I did not know that I was on the program.

STEVE HUNTER:
Rebecca advised me that she was one of the co-chairs, made a representation that you were asked to speak.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
That is not true.  

STEVE HUNTER:
Okay.  Well, I’m just saying, things such as this, if indeed.....

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
I understand.

STEVE HUNTER:
.......that is correct, just, you know have one of your............

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
My intention was to be there.

STEVE HUNTER:
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Had it not been for the issues.  Anything else?  Motion to adjourn.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Swanson.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Seconded by Alderwoman Wells-Armstrong.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
We are adjourned.
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