
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CITY OF KANKAKEE

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

JUNE 6, 2016        7:02 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Good evening. I’d like to call the meeting to order. At this time, I would like to ask Reverend Sharon Norman from the First Church of the Nazarene to come forward and lead us in prayer.

REVEREND NORMAN:
In light of the importance of this meeting, I thought it very important that I not miss words, so I wrote them down.  So, forgive me for reading.  Dear God, we seek Your covering on the tasks before these community leaders.  Bless their efforts with clear insight, their deliberations with wisdom, their work with clarity and accuracy and their decisions with impartiality as they gather to make decisions for our community.  Lord help them to use their best skills and judgement, remaining impartial and neutral as they consider the merits and the pitfalls of each matter that is placed before them.  And, always act in accordance with what is best for our community and our fellow citizens.  Lord, I ask that You bless each Council member as they carry the mantle of responsibility for this community and tonight I repeat the prayer of Theodore Roosevelt who prayed, “Let us remember that as much is given us, much will be expected from us, and that true homage comes from the heart as well as from the lips, and shows itself in deeds.”  These prayers I offer to you this night in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  And, now her daughter, Natalie, is going to lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Did your Mom make you do this tonight?

CLERK DUMAS:
The flag is over here.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:   Ready?

NATALIE NORMAN AND ALL:
Pledge of Allegiance

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:   Brown (I don’t know what to say. I showered.); Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (11)  


ABSENT:   Tetter; Curtis; Baron (3)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:


PRESENT:  Regnier; Young; Kubal; Bohlen; Dear; Tyson; Cross; Bertrand; Yohnka; Schmitz (10) 


ABSENT:   Power (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  I will entertain a motion to approve the minutes of the May 16, meeting.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
Motion to approve, Mayor Epstein.

ALDERMAN CRAWFORD: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Osenga, seconded by Alderman Crawford.  Are there any additions or corrections to the minutes?  Hearing none, all those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 16, 2016

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The minutes are approved.  We do have a couple of changes in the agenda this evening.  There will be no Petitions.  The, ah, company who has requested the annexation still has not closed on the property.  So, we will bring those to you, hopefully, by the next Council meeting.  Ah, I’m going to go through Communications and then I’m going to do the Resolution for Tyjuan Hagler so his family members that are here don’t have to sit through the whole meeting.  Under Communications, Items A and B are for your information only.  At this time I would like a motion to approve Items C, D and E.  

ALDERMAN BROWN:
So moved.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderwoman Wells-Armstrong.  Are there any questions?  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.

TAKEMA WHITE IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT AND STREET CLOSURE OF EAST AND WEST MELBROOK DRIVE FOR A BIRTHDAY PARTY TO BE HELD AT 2592 EAST MELBROOK DRIVE ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 2016, FROM 1:00 P.M. UNTIL 7:00 P.M. 

JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION COMMUNITY COUNCIL IS REQUESTING A NOISE 

PERMIT AND PERMISSION TO HOST THE 2016 JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION 

PARADE AND FESTIVAL ON SATURDAY, JUNE 18 2016, BEGINNING AT 8:00 A.M. 

UNTIL DUSK (FESTIVAL TO BE HELD AT PIONEER PARK, 650 NORTH HOBBIE AVENUE

ROBERTO TELLO-ARVIZO IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT FOR A BIRTHDAY 

PARTY TO BE HELD AT 458 SOUTH WILDWOOD AVENUE ON SATURDAY, 

JULY 9, 2016, FROM 4:00 P.M. UNTIL 10:00 P.M. 

Attorney Power arrives
MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The items are approved.  At this time, I would like to read a Resolution with Recognition and Gratitude for Tyjuan Hagler.  Would you like to come forward?  Well, you all know who Tyjuan Hagler is so this Resolution is really recognizing this summer–and actually in another week or so–we will have the 10th camp that Tyjaun has put together for the children of our community.  So this Resolution is thanking him for all that he has done with his Foundation. Resolution of Recognition and Gratitude to Tyjuan Hagler. Whereas, Tyjuan Hagler renders inspiration to all ages through his dedication, resolve, and commitment to excellence.  He’s a native of Kankakee. He was educated in Kankakee schools and graduated from Bishop McNamara High School in 2000.  He went on to receive a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice from the University of Cincinnati and a Masters of Education in Sports Administration in 2014.  And Whereas, Tyjuan is a highly motivated and positive individual with a determined attitude who has achieved great success during his professional career of six years, with the following accomplishments: MVP for Bishop McNamara High School 1999; 1st All Catholic League 1998 and 1999; Second Team All-State 1998; All Conference Offensive Player of the Year 1999; 1st Team All State in 1999; Pre-Season All American Nominee 1999;  Brig Owens “Most Outstanding Defensive Back” from University of Cincinnati in 2004; he was a fifth-round NFL Draft Pick; Third team All-Conference USA 2004;  Member of the National Football League AFC Champions 2006 and 2009; Member of the National Football League Super Bowl Champions 2007; and Member of the National Football League Super Bowl Runner-Up 2009. That was a very..........a lot to accomplish in a short period of time. Whereas, Tyjuan has also received four game balls for contributions to the professional football team; has achieved two times the playing career longevity of an average National Football League player; and in 2007 was awarded the Key to the City by Kankakee Mayor Nina Epstein. Whereas, Tyjuan has not forgotten where his roots are.  For the past ten years, he has conducted in Kankakee the KIDZ-KAN-DO Summer Football Camp, free of charge, for ages six through eighteen.  It is the goal of the summer camp and the Tyjuan Hagler Foundation to ‘enhance individual sports skills as well as instill character development through teamwork and sportsmanship’. Therefore, be it resolved by Mayor Nina Epstein and the City Council of the City of Kankakee, that Tyjuan Hagler be recognized and congratulated for his success both on and off the football field, and praised for the commitment he has shown for providing positive leadership and mentoring skills.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN BROWN:
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN O’BRIEN:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Second by Alderman O’Brien.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

RESOLUTION OF RECOGNITION AND GRATITUDE FOR TYJUAN HAGLER

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The Resolution is approved.  Would you like to say a few words?

CYNTHIA WILLIS:
Okay.  On behalf of Tyjuan Hagler and the Tyjuan Hagler Foundation, I would like to thank Mayor Epstein, the Kankakee City Council for their support for this award for Tyjaun.  It’s an awesome privilege.  But, ah, I also want to thank our sponsors because if it wasn’t for them, we wouldn’t stay where we are as, ah, a team to get everything done.  And, also, I want to thank the youth in our community that still comes out and support us.  So, thanks again, Mayor Epstein for this award.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
You’re welcome.

CYNTHIA WILLIS:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Okay, we’ll go back to Standing Committees.  Economic Development.  Alderman Curtis is not here.  The minutes are in the book.  Ah, Vice-Chair Stacy, did you want to give an update?

ALDERWOMAN GALL:
We actually had a very visual meeting so maybe it’s a good thing to update.  We got to review the Economic Development website, the style and format and it’s still being worked on–just tweaked a little bit.  But it was really something to be proud of.  Also, we reviewed the story board presentation for how the infrastructure video that we’re making is going to play out and we all got to kinda’ put in our input and make sure we’re not missing anything and it’s looking really good.  Ah, the video taping and pictures are being done now while the weather is nice and we expect that video to be done by June and then we can kind of look forward to doing others once we see how that turns out.  Also, Alderman Curtis was at the ICSC Conference in LasVegas with his company and he said that the show was very well attended with 36,000 attendees.  Ah, he said that the smaller retailers and restaurants were the most active and he did gather several contacts for the City of Kankakee and will be following up with them in the next couple of weeks.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you, Alderman.  Ah, Special Budget meeting.  Alderman Baron isn’t here so I will give the report.  We looked at a third draft of the City’s budget.  Ah, we are balanced at $3,900.00.  But I’m happy to report that that number has now increased to over $40,000.00 so we will present to you at the next Council meeting the Budget Ordinance that will, at this point, most likely have a surplus revenue of about $40,000.00.  That’s pretty tight, but in all fairness to the residents you really don’t want to have, really large surpluses.  And, we’ve always managed to exceed whatever we had budgeted so we will have that.  It’s on track.  It will be in your books the next time.  It will be the complete Budget Ordinance so it will be quite extensive and if there are any questions when you receive it or now, please let me know.  Okay.  Ah, talking about money, I would like a motion to approve the bills.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Your honor, I would move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $893,290.05.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Second the motion.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to pay the bills in the amount of $893,290.05.  Are there any questions on any of the bills?

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
 Mayor Epstein, I have one.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
Ah, Belson Outdoors.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Yes.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
That was for park equipment.  Where did that equipment.....what park does it go to?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
That is the equipment that we are purchasing with the funds that were raised by the American Experience Class for the David Letterman Show.  And, that equipment–because the children, we did not build a gazebo, we did the new stage–at the children’s request, that park equipment is going in Martin Luther King Park.  So, we have purchased tables, ah, garbage receptacles and benches that all match.  And, I believe they’re going to be installed this week.

BILL YOHNKA:
Next week.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Next week.  So, and, you’ll notice there’s two checks.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
 Yeah, I saw that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The money was placed in two different accounts when we received the money from the School District.  We placed it in one account, so half is coming out of each account.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
Okay, thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Um huh (affirmative).  

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Your honor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Alderman Faford. 

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
I was just curious.  Is see we have 12 housing assistance.  How many of those were from out of the City?  Do you remember? 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
I can’t tell you that right now, but I can get you that information.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
I was just curious.  That’s all right.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
I see the house and I see the couple, but unless I ask for it, I don’t see where they’re coming from.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
But, we can get you that information.  I know we were trending right around 50%.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Yeah.  I was curious if we were still trending like that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Any other questions?

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:

I have a question.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Alderman.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
 
Ah, check 2590, J & A Mitchell Steel Fabricators.  Was that for the Depot?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
That was for putting up the stage–erecting the steel structure.  But, that money comes out of the $100,000.00 donation that was given us by the Miner Foundation.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:

Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
So that isn’t City money.  That’s coming out of the Foundation donation.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:

And, then does 70285 Stantec Consult Services, towards the top on the back.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
That was for a Browfield grant.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:

Okay.  Thank you.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Any other questions?  Okay.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien (Although I abstain from check #70257, 70222 and 70232.); Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (11)  


ABSENT:   Tetter; Curtis; Baron (3)

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $893,290.05

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  The next items on the agenda. We have three Ordinances in a row, two that deal with no parking zones and the other one is establishing a handicapped parking.  Would it be all right if we combined those?

ALDERMAN TALL:

Motion to combine.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Tall to combine items A, B and C under New Business.  Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Second by Alderman Davidson.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO COMBINE NEW BUSINESS ITEMS A, B AND C

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries. Now I will entertain a motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage.

ALDERMAN TALL:

So moved.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Davidson to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of items A, B and C under New Business.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (11)  


ABSENT:     Tetter; Curtis; Baron (3)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion to place the Ordinances on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN TALL:

So moved.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderman Davidson.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (11)  


ABSENT: Tetter; Curtis; Baron (3)

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 172 ENTITLED “NO PARKING 

ZONES ON STREETS AND ALLEYS DESIGNATED” ESTABLISHING A NO PARKING 

ZONE ON THE EAST SIDE OF NORTH SCHUYLER AVENUE FIFTY FEET NORTH OF LOCUST STREET AND FIFTY FEET SOUTH OF LOCUST STREET

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 172 ENTITLED “NO PARKING 

ZONES ON STREET AND ALLEY DESIGNATED” ESTABLISHING A NO PARKING 

ZONE IN THE 400 BLOCK OF EAST WILLOW STREET ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE STREET FROM THE CORNER OF NORTH INDIANA AVENUE TO ONE HUNDRED 

TWENTY FEET EAST OF THE CORNER

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ESTABLISHING 

HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 482 WEST WILLIAMS STREET

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  The next item is an Ordinance amending, ah, the City code for liquor licenses.  We are adding license #803.  The location is 1601 River Road, commonly known as the Ice Valley.  The Park District has requested a liquor license at that location.  So, do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall;  Davidson (10)  


NAY:   Kennedy (1)


ABSENT:   Tetter; Curtis; Baron (3)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (11)  


ABSENT:   Tetter; Curtis; Baron (3)

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 4, SECTION 4-13 OF THE CITY CODE OF THE 

CITY OF KANKAKEE BY ADDING LIQUOR LICENSE NUMBER 803 AT THE 

LOCATION OF 1601 RIVER ROAD, KANKAKEE, ILLINOIS 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  The next item is an Ordinance declaring property surplus from the City of Kankakee Environmental Services Utility.  You’ll see there are two vehicles that are listed in the Ordinance.  Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERMAN BROWN:
So moved.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Tall to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with this Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE:  Brown; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (11)  


ABSENT:   Tetter; Curtis; Baron (3)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
So moved.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (11)  


ABSENT: Tetter; Curtis; Baron (3)

ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS OF THE CITY OF 

KANKAKEE – ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES UTILITY/PUBLIC WORKS – AND AUTHORIZING THE SALE THEREOF

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  The next item is the 2016 Motor Fuel Tax Street Maintenance program.  This is our overlays for all seven wards in the City.  As you know, this year we are using Motor Fuel Tax money.  When we do use that money it requires that any street that we overlay comply with the ADA, ah, compliance for the corners.  Unfortunately, not that I disapprove of that, but it’s also very costly.  So, if you notice that we’re not overlaying as many streets, it’s because every time we touch a street the four corners involved have to be ADA compliant.  And, that’s just a very costly proposition.  I know Mr. Tyson has talked to all of you about the streets that are being overlaid in your wards.  So, at this time, I would like a motion to approve our Motor Fuel Tax Maintenance Program.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
So moved Mayor Epstein.

ALDERMAN CRAWFORD: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Osenga, seconded by Alderman Crawford.  Are there any questions at this time?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (11)  


ABSENT:   Tetter; Curtis; Baron (3)

2016 MFT STREET MAINTENANCE PROGRAM, SECTION 16-00000-00-GM – 

GROUP 7 – STREET OVERLAY

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries. Thank you. The next item.  We have a Change Order.  Those of you who sit on the Environmental Services Utility, we get these frequently when we do a large project.  This is for the, ah, asbestos removal at the Avis Motel.  We did have an estimate from the contractor that’s doing it, but the IEPA, upon inspection, saw that there was so much water damage to the ceiling of the hotel that the asbestos tiles then shredded and fell into the rooms.  And, there’s still furniture in the rooms and so they have required the contractor to go a step further than he thought and all the mattresses have to have the tops cut off and be wrapped in plastic.  So, obviously, a very labor intensive project and so we are adding $17,985.00 to the cost of that project.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Motion to approve.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Are there any questions?  Alderman.

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
 They didn’t see that the first time?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
It was the IEPA’s determination.  When they saw...........the IEPA did not go through it.  They came down while the project was being done and required the contractor to do additional steps in remediation.  Alderman.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
My question is, ah, if I remember correctly, some of what we were doing over there came out of a different fund.  Is that correct or it is all out of..........

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
No, that’s all out of our........

CLIFF CROSS:
There were two separate bids. One was for the asbestos removal and then the second was for demolition of the building.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
It’s all coming out of Capital money.

CLIFF CROSS:
It’s all coming out........but I will say, even with this Change Order, you’re still at the same level as the next lowest bidder was for this job.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
And, they would have been required to..........

CLIFF CROSS:
........to do the same thing.  It creates like a mud surface on the mattresses and you can’t.........until you get in there and check it, it’s just........it’s like opening a wall in a construction project.  Sometimes you just don’t know until you get in there.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
It was shocking that those rooms were all filled with furniture........mattress, still.  It was just.........pretty bad.

ALDERMAN O’BRIEN:
Do you know how much longer it’ll add to the project?

CLIFF CROSS:
Basically this week is it.  It was about one more week and as the Mayor said, the biggest part is the labor intensive work.  They have to tape up each room, they have to strip ‘em in a certain area and they have to individually seal ‘em and label ‘em.  Ah, the big part of the increased cost was the dumpster.  It added eight more dumpsters to the job as well.  And, those dumpsters are not cheap if you know the size of ‘em.  So, it’s.........

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
But, the demolition contractor is ready to start after there’s a letter to the IEPA that certifies.........

CLIFF CROSS:
Right.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
.......that all the asbestos has been removed.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Well, they been doin’ a lot of work over there.  I’m past there every morning and they been doin’ a really nice job.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Well, it’ll be quick once this part is done.  I believe...........did I have a motion and a second?

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  Ah, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (11)  


ABSENT:   Tetter; Curtis; Baron (3)

RECOMMENDATION TO APPROVE CHANGE PROPOSAL REQUEST FOR AN 

ADDITIONAL $17,985.00 TO ENVIRONMENTAL ASSURANCE FOR THE ADDITIONAL 

COST TO REMOVE ADDITIONAL IDENTIFIED ASBESTOS CONTAMINATED ITEMS 

FROM THE OLD AVIS MOTEL AT 1225 EAST COURT STREET

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Thank you.  Under Motions and Resolutions the next item is a Resolution in support of the ITEP Grant that Mr. Tyson..........that we did the hearing earlier this evening for the new bike trail.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERWOMAN GALL:
I so move.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Gall.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Seconded by Alderman Swanson.  Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall;  Davidson (10)  


NAY: Kennedy (1)



ABSENT:   Tetter; Curtis’ Baron (3)

COUNCIL RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR STATE OF ILLINOIS  TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM (ITEP) FOR A NEW BIKE TRAIL ON SOUTH SCHUYLER AVENUE FROM RIVER STREET IN KANKAKEE TO BROADWAY STREET IN BRADLEY

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  We will not need an Executive Session this evening.  I will go to Public Comments.  I believe at your places you have Major Notes at Miner Square.  With the completion of the band shell, we will be putting on, on Friday evenings throughout the summer, free band concerts.  These are family friendly.  There’s a variety of music.  They start at 6:30 (P.M.).  There will be vendors available for pizza, ice cream.  They will change throughout the summer.  But, we thought it would really be a wonderful use of the new band shell.  And, if you haven’t driven by, you should.  It really looks nice and the landscaping is being worked on and so there’s a lot to be done by June 17.  But, ah, please take note of that and let your constituents know, also.  Ah, Public Comments.  Steve Bertrand.

STEVE BERTRAND:
Good evening ladies and gentlemen.  I just wanted to make a, ah, brief announcement about a new, ah, web program the library has been producing on U-Tube.  And, it is called Kankakee Street Talk and it was developed by our Adult Services Department Supervisor, Vicky Forquer.  And, it is kind of, ah, based upon, if you’ve seen on TV the karaoke car show.  We have two cameras that we put in one of our staff member’s cars and we drive people of interest around Kankakee and talk about what they’re interested in, what’s going on in the City and so forth.  Ah, on our first program, we’ve gotten a couple of hundred hits and our second one we have a band called The Strip that’s going to be at Music Fest and we’ve gotten about 400 hits so far.  So, ah, I would recommend or think you would enjoy coming to our U-Tube page to see it and, ah, don’t be surprised if we might ask some of you to take a drive around and, ah, be in the program as well.  We have got lots of other things, too, that’s on our web site and on your U-Tube page and you might enjoy the other things there when you visit it.  Thank you.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you. Thomas Meyer.

THOMAS MEYER:
Thank you.  Yes, I’m here today to address the issue of reckless driving in the 2nd Ward.  I have here, four pages, fully signed, 76 signatures, a petition to install speed bumps Nelson through Wildwood in the 2nd Ward.  They treat my residential street like a divided highway.  I’m talkin’ 50-60 miles an hour, completely disregarding signs.  And, ah, we’d like to see something done about it.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you, Mr. Meyer.

THOMAS MEYER:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Oh, sir, can we have the petitions please.

THOMAS MEYER:
Absolutely.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay, you went through all the trouble to get ‘em, so.  Thank you.  And, we will answer this.

THOMAS MEYER:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Dale Harris.

DALE HARRIS:
Good evening.  Following an eventful 31 year career with the Chicago Police Department, followed by 14 years with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, I decided to retire.  Upon my decision to retire I purchased a home in Kankakee.  Beautiful area.  I believe it’s..........Stone.....I’m sorry I don’t remember the same of the development.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Stone Hedge Court.

DALE HARRIS:
Yes, I live on Stone Hedge Court. Ah, I’ve got a few concerns and I love the area.  There is nothing really negative other than, number one, the streets were never completed.  They were missing about an inch and a half or so of asphalt.  I complained last year because I have a vehicle that rides very low in the front.  They did........the City did come out and supply me with about a one foot by four foot piece of asphalt in front of my driveway.  I really don’t feel that’s enough.  Secondly, the empty lots.  There’s more empty lots than there are developed and homes that are being resided in.  Currently, they are all sold and all occupied.  The empty lots are a concern because of the amount of wild life that it’s producing.  Ah, I have a lot next to me.  I know that if I purchased that empty lot and did not maintain it, I’d be hearing from you folks.  I believe that this young group of developers that did buy some of the property should be held responsible for those.  They should be cleaned up.  Also, ah, it’s kind of a grey area I believe behind one of our homes.  It goes from City to County.  In the......on the County side, they demolished a farm and the out buildings.  Once they demolished it, there it sits, folks.  It’s just sitting there.  I’m shocked that somebody hasn’t come through to scrap the aluminum that’s there.  But, the amount of rodents and everything else that’s living in that area is ridiculous.  So, if we could get those issues...........

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Mr. Harris, a couple of Council meetings ago, some other residents came.  We are in contact with the developers.

DALE HARRIS:
Okay.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Mr. Cross has spoken to them and they’ve been made aware of the proper maintenance of those lots.

DALE HARRIS:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
So, we are working with them. He also has spoken to the County with regards to the house that was demolished.  That is not in the City, but we have spoken to the County and we have asked them for a plan of how they’re going to resolve the pile of trash that’s been left there.  And, as far as the streets go, ah, that development was done a long time ago.

DALE HARRIS:
Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
I can’t speak to why.......I assume they went bankrupt.  I don’t know why there wasn’t a bond that was withheld in order to finish the streets, but I can tell you at this time it would be a very costly proposition, but it is something that we are looking into.  

DALE HARRIS:
I appreciate that and at this time, if the City did move forward with any type of paving, I believe the other residents would agree with me that we only need the streets that are occupied.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
That’s correct.

DALE HARRIS:
Because there’s a whole area that’s not occupied.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
That’s correct.

DALE HARRIS:
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  

DALE HARRIS:
Thank you very much, folks.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
So, the lots, you should start to see some type of improvement.  We just spoke to them and I think Mr. Cross will talk to you as you leave, because he just spoke to the developers.  

DALE HARRIS:
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.

DALE HARRIS:
Thank you.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
You’re welcome.

DALE HARRIS:
I appreciate it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Bill Yohnka.

BILL YOHNKA:
Thank you.  And, real quickly, thanks to the Mayor for bringing up the handout we passed out.  A big thank you goes to Peddinghaus for, ah, supplying the steel for the stage.  If you see one of the leaders there, say thank you.  Let them know that we definitely appreciate that and, ah, a lot of that should be wrapped up pretty soon and also, Kleist and Cyrier Painting.  They donated that, ah, painting service for the, ah, stage.  So, if you get questions about how that’s being done, that’s, ah, a donation as well.  But, also, thanks to Alderman Gall and the Riverview Historic District and, ah, Public Works as well as police and fire for help this weekend with the Cobb Park Criterium.  It was a big crowd of people from all over the midwest and, ah, in our neighborhood in Riverview and really, they had nothing but glowing things to again to say about the neighborhood.  And, ah, one of these years we’re going to snag a few to live here in Kankakee.  And, finally, this Wednesday, just two days from now is our first Sandwiches with a Side of Jam at the Depot.  So, come out there 11:30 (A.M.) to 1:00 (P.M.).where we’ll have music and food.  And, ah, hope to see you there.  Thanks.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Ah, at this time we have no Executive Session.  Aldermen’s Comments.  Okay. Motion to adjourn.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
So moved.

ALDERMAN O’BRIEN:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman O’Brien.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We are adjourned. 
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