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CITY COUNCIL MEETING

JUNE 20, 2016         7:00

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Good evening.  The first item on the agenda this evening is a Public Hearing regarding the tentative budget for the City of Kankakee for the fiscal year beginning May 1, 2016, ending on April 30, 2017.  At this time, ah, we did have a sign up sheet for Public Comments on the budget.  There was no one who signed up to speak at the hearing.  Is there anyone who would like to speak to the budget?  Okay, Hearing none, I will now close the Public Hearing to...... for comments.  Thank you very much.















7:01 P.M.
MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
We’ll move onto the actual City Council meeting.  Prior to starting the meeting though, I’m going to just express our deepest sympathy and condolences to the family of Lee Provost and his wife Michelle.  I’m sure many of you have heard that their son was killed in an accident last night.  Twenty-two years old.  His son’s name was Sam.  And, Lee has covered the City for many, many years and, ah, he’s covered us very well, but more importantly, he’s a Kankakeean and he’s a.......he and his family are wonderful people and I know it’s every parent’s nightmare, so on behalf of the City and the elected officials and the employees, we really extend our condolences to his family in this time of tragedy.  Right now, call to order please and then.......yes we’ll do the prayer.  At this time, I’d like to ask Elder Denon Culver from the Apostolic Faith Church to come forward and lead us in prayer.

ELDER CULVER:
Bow our heads now.  Father, in the name of Jesus, Lord, we do thank You for Your goodness.  We thank You for Your kindness.  We thank You, oh God, for being God all by Yourself.  Now, Lord, we pray and ask, oh, God, that Thou would bless us right now.  Bless this Council in the name of Jesus.  Oh, God, strengthen the bereaved family, comfort their family.  Oh, God, we thank You for it right now.  Bless every decision making, oh God, that will bless this Kankakee City and, oh, God we’ll thank You for it right now.  In the name of Jesus, do it for us right now.  Bless the unity, oh God, and give strength.  We thank You for it in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  The Pledge will be led by the Council members.  

CITY COUNCIL AND ALL:
Pledge of Allegiance

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:   Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:


PRESENT:  Regnier; Young; Kubal; Bohlen; Power; Simms; Tyson; Cross; Bertrand; Yohnka; Schmitz (11)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
I will entertain a motion to approve the minutes of the June 6, 2016, meeting.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
So approved, Mayor Epstein.

ALDERMAN CRAWFORD: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Osenga, seconded by Alderman Crawford.  Are there any additions or corrections to the minutes?  Hearing none, all those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 6, 2016

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The minutes are approved.  There are no Petitions this evening.  Moving onto Communications, the first item is a thank you note from the Dr. Preston Williams Elementary School in Urbana.  Dr. Williams was our speaker at the Black History Program and in consideration for his speaking, we made a donation to the school that has been named after him in Urbana.  So, that was very kind of them to send a thank you note.  Ah, with the Aldermen’s permission I would like to consolidate all of the Communication items except for J.  And, we will vote on J separately.  Is there any opposition to consolidating those?  Okay, then we will vote on items A, B, C, D, E.  Not A, excuse me.  B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, K and L.  Motion to approve.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:

So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderwoman Wells Armstrong.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Seconded by Alderman Davidson.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

IROQUOIS-KANKAKEE REGIONAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION IS REQUESTING

PERMISSION TO HOST THE I-KAN RUN BACK TO SCHOOL COLOR RUN AT 

THE CIVIC AUDITORIUM, 803 SOUTH EIGHTH AVENUE, ON SUNDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2016, FROM 8:00 A.M. UNTIL 12 P.M. 

DR. GENEVRA WALTERS AND KANKAKEE SCHOOL DISTRICT 111 ARE REQUESTING PERMISSION TO HOST THE ANNUAL BACK TO SCHOOL BASH AT THE FARMERS’ MARKET PARKING LOT ON  THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2016, FROM 3:00 P.M. (SET-UP TIME) UNTIL 8:00 P.M.

KANKAKEE PUBLIC LIBRARY’S YOUTH SERVICE DEPARTMENT IS REQUESTING STREET CLOSURE OF MERCHANT STREET FROM SCHUYLER AVENUE TO DEARBORN AVENUE TO HOST THE  LIBRARY’S FAMILY FUN DAY ON SATURDAY, JULY 9, 2016, FROM 6:00 A.M. UNTIL 12:00 P.M. 

RIVERVIEW HISTORIC DISTRICT IS REQUESTING STREET CLOSURE OF THE 900 

BLOCK OF SOUTH GREENWOOD TO EMORY STREET TO THE 900 BLOCK OF COBB BOULEVARD TO PARK PLACE TO SOUTH GREENWOOD AVENUE TO HOST THE 

4TH OF JULY KIDS BIKE RIDE AT COBB PARK ON MONDAY, JULY 4, 2016, 

FROM 11:00 A.M. UNTIL 12 P.M. 

KANKAKEE COUNTY CHARGERS FOOTBALL TEAM IS REQUESTING PERMISSION 

TO HOST A TAG DAY ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 5, 2016 

KIWANIS CLUB OF KANKAKEE IS REQUESTING PERMISSION TO HOST THEIR 

ANNUAL “PEANUT DAY” TAG DAY ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2016

KANKAKEE COLTS YOUTH FOOTBALL TEAM IS REQUESTING PERMISSION TO 

HOST THEIR HOMECOMING PARADE ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2016, 

BEGINNING AT 10:30 A.M., WITH A RAIN DATE OF SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2016
JAMES CHOI IS REQUESTING PERMISSION TO HOST A SIDEWALK SALE AT HIS 

BOOST MOBILE STORE AT 1650 EAST COURT STREET ON JULY 2, 3, AND 4, 2016, 

FROM 10:00 A.M. UNTIL 6:00 P.M.

KANKAKEE EASTSIDE JUNIOR FOOTBALL LEAGUE IS REQUESTING 

PERMISSION TO HOST A TAG DAY ON SATURDAY, JULY 16, 2016 

KANKAKEE COLTS YOUTH FOOTBALL LEAGUE IS REQUESTING PERMISSION 

TO HOST A TAG DAY ON SATURDAY, JULY 30, 2016, WITH A RAIN DATE OF SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 2016

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The Communications are approved.  The Clerk, when she sends, ah, letters to the organizations that they have been approved, she will include the Ordinance criteria, especially for the Tag Days so they know what locations and the times.  At this time I would like to vote on Item J which is a noise permit from Karen Campbell at 1585 S. Fifth.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
I’d like to make a motion to deny that request.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford to deny the request on Item J.  Let’s do just a voice vote.  All those in favor of denying the request, say aye. All those in favor of granting the request say yes.                        

KAREN CAMPBELL IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT TO HOST A FAMILY 

MEMORIAL LOVE FEST AT 1585 SOUTH FIFTH AVENUE ON SATURDAY, 

JULY 23, 2016, FROM 2:00 P.M. UNTIL 10:00 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The request is denied.  Thank you.  Ah, Standing Committees.  Public Safety.  Alderman Osenga

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
Yes, Mayor Epstein, ah, overtime for the Fire Department, overtime was up some.  Ah, they have one firefighter that has left the Department and another one that in injured so, that’ll be.......remedy itself once we get some more manpower there.  We had three major fires in the month totaling $69,000.00, but one was only a $100.00 fire so the other two were major fires.  And, the smoke detector program has concluded, but you can still have smoke detectors installed if people want to call.  As long as they have ‘em, they’ll install ‘em.  So, if anybody’s interested, you can still do that.  From Police side, overtime was up a little bit.  Ah, the traffic unit was very busy in the month of May.  They issued about 240 traffic tickets.  They did an IDOT detail and issued 65 citations from that.  And, Chief..........every month Chief Regnier gives us the monthly reports that are interesting reading.  And, of those 19 reports, 11 of those were situations involving guns.  That’s really alarming.  We had quite a discussion about that and, you know, I don’t know what the answer is, but I just think we all need to be aware of that.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  Thank you.  Ah, moving onto the Report of Officers.  A motion to pay the bills.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Ah, yes, I move to approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $182,561.86.  

ALDERMAN TALL:

 Second the motion.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Are there any questions on any of the bills?  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Hearing none, roll call.  

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong (I’m sorry, ah, 70316.  Mayor you were going to check on that one.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:   And, I haven’t Alderwoman.  Ah, Elizabeth, do you know what Communication Revolving?  It’s $980.00.

CHIEF REGNIER: I know exactly what it is.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay, Chief.

CHIEF REGNIER:   The Communication Revolving Fund is our L.E.A.D.S. Circuits that we lease from the State.  That’s a monthly charge every month.


MAYOR EPSTEIN:   Okay, thank you very much.


ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: You’re welcome.); Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS  $182,561.86

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  There is no Unfinished Business.  Moving onto New Business.  At this time each year, we always have an Ordinance adopting the Prevailing Wage Rate.  That rate is itemized here in the Ordinance by, ah, job description and I would like a motion to Suspend the Rules.  

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of this Ordinance.  

ALDERMAN TETTER:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Brown.  Seconded by Alderman Tetter to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of this Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
So moved.

ALDERMAN TETTER:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Tetter.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE PREVAILING WAGE RATE FOR 2016

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda is the Ordinance adopting the Annual Budget for fiscal year beginning May 1, 2016, and ending April 30, (2017).  The Finance Committee has had multiple meetings to address the budget for this year.  Ah, several drafts were presented.  At this time we have a balanced budget.  Ah, it is balanced to the tune of $42,286.00 surplus.  The largest discrepancy in the budget this year from last year was really we reduced our sales tax number again from $4.6 million down to $3.7 million, a loss of $880,000.00.  That truly reflects our new reality as far as what our sales tax is.  So, we’ve had quite an adjustment to make, but we were able to reduce expenses equaling almost $700,000.00 and through Department Head meetings and other, ah, ways of reducing our expenses, we were able to present to you a balanced budget this evening.  I have to say, of the seven budgets I’ve done, this was probably the most difficult and my fear is that these budgets will continue to get more and more difficult to balance only because expenses continue to increase as revenues stay flat.  So, ah, but we’ve always passed balanced budgets.  That certainly isn’t going to change at this time and I would like a motion to Suspend the Rules.

ALDERMAN BARON:
I would so move, Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Second by Alderman Faford to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of this Ordinance.  Roll call,

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.  

ALDERMAN BARON:
I would so move.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Second by Alderman Faford.  Are there any questions?  

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Mayor, may I make a comment?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Yes, of course.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
First of all, I’d like to commend you for all the years you’ve been here and had a balanced budget.  And, I think most of use senior Aldermen that’s been here awhile, we know the difficulty that we had with revenue, finding new revenue, and selling the sticker fee and all the other stuff we had to do.  And, I think the most important thing, and I’m not–I hope I don’t steal Dennis’ thunder, but the most important thing is that in.......in your budget this year, for years the Department has been talkin’ about a Capital Improvements and Capital items and think this year you put somethin’ in there.  And, I would like to see the same courtesy given to Aldermen whereas we have little certain pet projects in our neighborhoods because–and I think that should be taken seriously and we need to do that.  And, the reason we need to do that because I think for the long time the City of Kankakee has grown.  There’s more people take an interest in it.  And, I think if we.........if we have these projects that we can get our neighbors in our community to get involved, I think that would build the overall, ah, momentum to help bring this City back.  I understand we doin’ a lot downtown and I agree with that.  Most of it.  But, the fact of the matter is we still need to bring our neighborhoods into that........that same consideration.  I’m not talkin’ about major items.  I’m not talkin’ about repairin’ major streets.  I’m not talkin’ about......I’m talkin’ about pet projects.  Maybe, a neighbor has a beautiful home and stuff like that and the house next door is just fallin’ down.  It’s on the demo list for five years.  And, I mean stuff like that where it’s Public Works has the ability to tear it down for little or nothin’ but the tipping fees.  Those kind of things.  That’s what I’m talkin’ about.  I’m not talkin’ about major things because I understand the bid process.  I was President of the Park District and certainly I understand that.  But, the fact of the matter is I feel like we still need to have our community involved.  We still need to have....let the community know, although we movin’ the City forward, we also want your involvement.  We want you to participate by improving your property too and I think that’s what’s important.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Alderman, I appreciate that and I think that what we would have to do is really sit down and draft a policy of how we would do that because absolutely every dollar that we spend, whether it’s a Capital item or whether it’s from the General Fund are taxpayer dollars.  And, so, you know, we are audited on those dollars and we would certainly have to have oversight on how they’re spent.  Ah, they, you know, if they were major projects, which I don’t think you’re talking about, obviously we would have to consider union contracts and everything, but I think what we could do at the next finance meeting is maybe have a sub-committee that might discuss how we would implement that.  Because I think we’d have to have guidelines on how that would be implemented.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Oh, absolutely.  Absolutely.  But, we did it for Departments and it took a long time to do it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Well, Departments have far more oversight on them........

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Yes, yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
.......than..........not to disparage Aldermen, but there’s a far greater oversight on the Department Heads and the use of those Capital Funds than it would be on individual Aldermen.  So, that’s why I think there would have to be serious consideration on how would we monitor that?  How would it be audited and, ah, how would we identify those projects and have some kind of approval?

ALDERMAN BROWN:
But, you also........okay, but we got almost a year now to sit down with a sub-committee and work that out.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Oh, absolutely. So, that’s why I’m saying.........

ALDERMAN BROWN:
So, so, I just want to bring it out there because I think it’s something that need to be done ‘cause I mean, I’m doin’ things in my community right now...........I’m plantin’ flowers.  I have somebody right now helpin’ me and I don’t really know nothin’ about flowers.  So, but, those is comin’ out of my pocket and I don’t mind that because I get a salary from the City of Kankakee, but the fact of the matter is, that other things............I got two houses.  I mean I know a tipping fee wouldn’t be much to take those down, but the fact of the matter is, I get blamed that you not doin’ anything, but the only thing I can do is tell you about it.  The only thing I can do is complain about it.  But, the community.......if I go to ‘em and say we doin’ this, I think that help them keep their property up.  I think they want to do that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:  
And, again, I think that, you know, we’ve always used committees to define how we do things and, actually, those committees have worked very well and I think that would just be something we would have to..........a policy we would have to put together.  And, actually, consult the Legal Department on how we would do that. 

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  Did anyone else have any comments?  

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:

Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Alderman Davidson.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
  
Mayor, I just wanted to echo what Alderman Brown is saying.  On our paychecks, we can’t figure out a way to do it that is really important, as he said, you know, beside from the tipping fees, but, you know, little small sidewalk projects.  You know we’ve talked about, there have been some sidewalks in our community because there are only two or three squares, we can’t do it because it’s not big enough.  Something like that we’d be able to take care of, a project like that, so I would volunteer to be, you know, on any sub-committee to look into it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Well, and I think, and again, the sub-committee doesn’t certainly have to come from the Finance Committee.  I think we probably would just want to put together a committee of Aldermen with the Legal Department and probably, ah, Elizabeth, so we could talk about how would we do that because it’s really uncharted territory and I want to make sure that there’s no legal implications or problems.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
 And, definitely, it would not, under any circumstances, be a slush fund. Not at all. indistinguishable 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
And, we also have to be very careful that the money could not be spent on private property.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Oh, no.  

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
 That’s correct.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
So, any other comments about the budget?

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
 I have one.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Alderman..........Alderwoman Wells-Armstrong.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
 If you could just clarify for us, there were four new Aldermen and women that came on the Council within the last year.  And, I am a very active, ah, Alderwoman and so I feel like part of my job is to educate the residents in my Ward and to disseminate information which impacts them.  Ah, so, I’m not clear.  We received a box of business cards.  I’m not clear on what we are able to use and since we’re City employees and City employees have access to resources, if you could just clarify for us what we’re allowed to........

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Access?

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
 Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Ah, typically, Aldermen receive business cards, stationery and your badges.  I think I had explained to you, but I’ll explain it to the entire group.  Years ago, up until 2008, Aldermen received a salary of $7,200.00.  Ah, that was based on the number of meetings you attended.  Ah, if you didn’t go to a meeting, you didn’t get paid.  Ah, at..........in 2008 that was changed to a flat salary of $10,000.00 a year.  Because of the significant increase, it was the consideration of the administration at that time, and I support it, that that increase was used, not just as a salary, but for any items that you wish to do as far as educating your residents.  That if you had flyers you wanted to print or whatever, that’s where that money came from.  Ah, as I said Park Districts are not paid, School Boards are not paid, the County Board is paid significantly less than the Aldermen of the City of Kankakee.  So, $10,000.00, in my estimation, is a significant amount of money and really should be used for those incidentals.  So, if we had 14 Aldermen and everyone wanted to copy 100 copies, that would be 1,400 copies and who would monitor it and quite frankly it’s really not our position to do that.  So, whether you agree or not, that’s the position that that $10,000.00 is used.  We don’t monitor it, you can use it in any way that you wish, whether it’s for your constituents or whether it’s for your own personal use.  It is not of my concern.  But, that is what that $10,000.00 is for and, ah, at this time, that’s not going to change.  

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
And, is that per year?  Business cards for every year.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Well, we’ve done it one time.  The box is like 500 cards, I believe.  Stationery is 500 sheets and I’ve said to you before, we’ve had Alderman who never use their stationery and I have Aldermen that went through stationery like it was water.  And, that’s when we said, that’s not cheap, that the first box is on us and anything beyond that is up to you.  

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
Does that include envelopes?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Yes, I believe it does.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Any other questions about the budget?  And, I’ve lost track.  We have a motion and a second.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown (I’m going to vote aye, but feel like I stole the Finance Chair’s thunder.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Oh, he’s not shy.  If he has something to say.

ALDERMAN BARON: indistinguishable); Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

BEGINNING MAY 1, 2016 AND ENDING APRIL 30, 2017

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  At this time, we are........we have the 2016 Motor Fuel Tax Street Maintenance Program.  This is.........we are using Motor Fuel Tax to pay for our street lights.  Mr. Tyson, do you want to just touch on this quickly?

DAVID TYSON:
Yes, I will.  In the past years, if you remember, we’ve used Motor Fuel Tax to do equipment rental.  The State has changed how we have to audit and do equipment rental and it really becomes very burdensome on the Department of Public Works so, this way it’s another way we can use Motor Fuel Tax.  It’s not any extra money that we’re taking that we’re not normally spending and it’s a lot easier to monitor because Elizabeth has the electric bills.  We just take the bills and send them into the State and that allows us, then, to use Motor Fuel Tax.  So, it’s simply........we’re using the same amount of money, we just come to a different way of being able to spend it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  Any questions?  Do I have a motion to approve the 2016 MFT Street Maintenance Program for street lights?

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Motion to approve.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

2016 MFT STREET MAINTENANCE PROGRAM SECTION 

16-00000-00-00GM-GROUP 8 – STREET LIGHTS 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  The next two items on the agenda I’m going to combine.  One is an Ordinance establishing a handicapped parking at 482 W. Williams.  The other is an Ordinance establishing, really, a no parking zone on Schuyler from Station to Merchant and the hours there are the hours of the Farmer’s Market.  Actually, at our Department Head meeting, Chief Young and Chief Regnier really brought this up because the traffic congestion on those couple of blocks are significant.  We’re using rest rooms across the street.  We have people crossing the street.  We have a crosswalk there, but really the new businesses, all the businesses now located on Schuyler, we thought for safety it would be wise just for the Farmer’s Market hours and just for the Farmer’s Market April through October.  The hours look a little odd because the bars close at 2:00 (A.M.)  and we want to make sure that if there are any cars parked in those parking lots, they have the opportunity to move them before the market opens at 7:00 (A.M.).

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Did we get the, ah, did we ask the businesses along there their opinion about this?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
I think they’ll be very happy to have the.......

ALDERMAN BROWN:
They will be?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Yes, because it will provide easier access to those businesses.  And, I know when I go to the market, few people park on that because it’s almost impossible with the traffic and the pedestrians crossing to parallel park.  Alderman Tall.

ALDERMAN TALL:

There’s a correction on the address.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  Yes.

ALDERMAN TALL:

482 W. Williams is an incorrect address.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Do I have the correct one?

ALDERMAN TALL:

The correct address is 878 S. Third.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Oh.  Okay.  878 S. Third.

ALDERMAN TALL:

It’s like, I’m getting another handicapped?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
So, 878 S. Third.  

ALDERMAN TALL:

South Third.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  So we have a motion to Suspend the Rules for Items D and E.

CLERK DUMAS:
Yes.  

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
So moved.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Did somebody say......Faford and Tall.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Do I have a motion to place these two Ordinances on Final Passage?

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
So moved.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall.  And, remember, the correction is 878 S. Third.  Any questions?  Roll call.  We did receive 878 S. Third, so the owner needs the handicapped parking.  Okay. We’re good. Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ESTABLISHING 

HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 482 WEST WILLIAMS STREET 
(SHOULD BE 878 S. THIRD AVENUE)
ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 172 ESTABLISHING A 

NO-PARKING ZONE ON SOUTH SCHUYLER AVENUE FROM STATION STREET 

TO MERCHANT STREET BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 2:00 A.M. UNTIL 12:00 P.M. 

ON SATURDAYS DURING THE LAST SATURDAY OF APRIL THROUGH THE 

LAST SATURDAY OF OCTOBER

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  The next item is an Ordinance that’s very quirky.  Ah, it’s an acceptance of a parcel of real estate to the City and the cause of this is because lot lines were incorrectly recorded.  So, I’m going to ask Mr. Dave.......Mr. Tyson to give you an explanation of what is happening here.

DAVID TYSON:
What is actually happening........this is, it’s kind of a formality to clean up the deeds. The property that we’re talking about is the Glade building down on Water Street.  And, because of some changes that were done back in 1914 as far as realigning Water Street.  The legal descriptions did not correctly describe the way the building has been occupied forever.  So, what happened.........this was brought to light earlier this year and the reason we’re doing this transfer is what happened, the property lines shifted to the east which caused the boat ramp which is our launch ramp for the Fire Department for access below the river to now all of a sudden be on private property.  So, what this is doing, there’s really nobody is gaining any property, nobody is losing any property.  We’re just correcting the legal descriptions so now the boat ramp will be back on City property and then Glade’s building will be described the way it always has been occupied and the way it’s always been intended to be described.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Any questions for Mr. Tyson?  From 1914.

DAVID TYSON:
 Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Ah, I would like a motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
 I so move.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford.  Questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A TRANSFER OF A CERTAIN PARCEL OF REAL ESTATE TO THE CITY OF KANKAKEE

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Thank you.  The next item.  We have adopted the Meadowview TIF.  We had two Ordinances that we needed to do in order to create that TIF.  Ah, we have one more Ordinance that needed to be done.  I believe we were notified by the County that they did not have this Ordinance on file.  So, really, we’re just adopting the, ah, the redevelopment plan.  And, that’s something that we’ve had for your purview for many, many months now.  So, at this time, I would like a motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance adopting the TIF allocation financing for the Meadowview Redevelopment Plan and Project Area.

ALDERMAN TALL:

So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you, Alderman Tall.  Do I have a second?

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Seconded by Alderwoman Wells-Armstrong.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.  

ALDERMAN TALL:

So moved.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Tall, seconded by Alderwoman Wells-Armstrong.  Any questions?  Roll call. 

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE ADOPTING TAX INCREMENT 

ALLOCATION FINANCING FOR THE MEADOWVIEW MALL REDEVELOPMENT 

PLAN AND PROJECT AREA

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries. Thank you. The next item is an Appointment.  As you were aware, Anne Miller, who had served as President of the Library Board and had been on the Board for many, many years retired.  In her place, I would like to appoint Michael Gall.  He is the husband of Alderman Stacy Gall.  Mr. Gall is a member of the Friends of the Library.  The Gall family is very, very active and has children that utilize the library and he has a wonderful business background as well as he will be the youngest member on the Board.  And, we are looking for some balance as far as, ah, age, so.  And, he has expressed a deep interest in serving on that Board.  So, I would like a motion to approve his appointment.

ALDERMAN BARON:
I’d so move.

ALDERMAN O’BRIEN:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Baron, seconded by Alderman O’Brien.  All those in favor, aye. Opposed.

APPOINTMENT TO LIBRARY BOARD, MICHAEL R. GALL – THREE-YEAR TERM

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
He is approved.  He’ll be getting a Board packet and attending his first meeting.  Thank you.  We will not need an Executive Session this evening.  Ah, we do have two people who have signed up for Public Comment.  Mr. Snipes.

MR. SNIPES:
To the honorable Mayor.  To the members of the City Council.  I am not coming in my capacity of Commissioner or County Board member, but I am coming as a resident of the City of Kankakee.  Now, I have over two, three pages of documentation, but I’ll save that for the next meeting so that you can get out and enjoy some of this good weather.  But, ah, there are a couple of things that concern.............well, let me go back into my official capacity as County Board member.  In the 2nd Ward, ‘cause I just got another complaint of the many complaints, ah, of the shooting and these individuals that are, ah, alleged gang members or whatever.  Ah, the people have complained, complained, complained and feel that nothing is being done.  I need to have someone to go on in the 2nd Ward, ah, not on Maple though it would be welcome, but I kinda’ look at that area and they know I will call them.  But, it’s the next block over.  These young kids are shooting and everything else.  They can identify them, but nothing is really happening to these kids.  Ah, or these individuals who continue to terrorize the neighborhood and they kind of want them removed.  Ah, again, we was able to make a call to the Police ‘cause I went out to take my garbage out.  After I flew back in from Seattle there was nothing in my garbage when I left.  When I got back here it was filled to capacity with all kind of things up in there.  Ah, thank god for camera.  I’m gonna’ put some more out there, but we found the culprits and all they was told was don’t do it again or we going to write you up.  That was the business next door to me.  That’s fine.  Ah, but, they’re walking to other garbages.  So, we need to kind of, ah, suggest to them that they have to use their own garbage and I’m sure that they get two from the City of Kankakee ‘cause they really tore mine up.  Ah, the..........now....

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Who’s they?

MR. SNIPES:
Those are the people, whoever those people are that’s next door.  I don’t go asking names, I just went over with them with the Police and just told ‘em to stop.  So, I called the Police, so they were witness that this is being filled up.  And, the garbage people kinda’ told me, ‘cause they said, you only have like one bag and when I get up in there it’s a lot of stuff.  And, I wouldn’t mind, but we got a lot of garbage in the community.  I still think there needs to be a garbage Ordinance, but, ah, for some reason these people just dropin’ stuff all over the place.  And, without an Ordinance particular, I don’t know what we can do.  But, certainly we don’t need them to trash up  our neighborhoods.  And, then, to hit.........I’ll go back to a citizen.  Ah, as you know, I received, I was here and there was two tickets written up on my property when I came back here there was another ticket written up on my property, or whatever, saying rubbish and trash.  So, being the nice citizen I was, I said let me call.  I did not receive a return call so I went to the place and they said I would receive a return call.  Still have not received a return call.  Ah, then I get a chance to talk, I believe it was with Cliff and he said, yes they should be calling you back and he would tell her to, I guess, contact me and since our conversation there’s still been no return call.  Now as a residence of the City, I have a problem with that because, ah, move myself out of the elected capacity, if any citizen has a complaint or want to verify something, ah, is it Wednesday, I have to deposit, not deposit, I have to pay taxes on my property.  I should have.......and when I look on that taxes, there’s a lot of taxes that go a lot of places and since I’m a resident of the City of Kankakee it goes here.  I should have the due courtesy of a call.  If you’re not callin’ me back, then when other people tellin’ me they’re not bein’ called, there are people not concerned, I’m gonna’ have to almost believe ‘em.  I don’t think it’s unreasonable for me to just say, give me a call.  If I called you Mayor, I’m sure I’m gonna’ get a call back.  You might have to do somethin’ but you’ll call me back and say I got another obligation.  But, when you are a.....a employee of this City, I think that we are due a courtesy call back.  At least, explain to us what it is ‘cause then you just come back and write it up and then there’s a fine.  You still haven’t talked to me.  And, you put it down there to call you.  So, if they’re not going to honor that, then......and they’re not going to be very explicit, I..........we need to do somethin’ with these Ordinances or whatever or have a workshop with these employees and let ‘em know that if the public has a concern, they call you.  Do the courtesy of return’ a phone call.  Now, if I drop it here and it don’t go anywhere, ‘cause she’s apparently not listenin’ to Mr. Cross, she’s not callin’ me, she’s not listenin’ to anybody in the office that say return my call.  Let’s see if she won’t listen to the Mayor, ‘cause if she doesn’t, I’ll be back again.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Mr. Yohnka.

BILL YOHNKA:
Good evening.  Just for everyone’s information, wanted to let you know that starting very soon, just south of here on Indiana, the Acting Out Theater Company is going to start.........they’ve already started building the stage that they’re using there for the show coming up on July 22, 23, and 24.  They’re going to start using that for practice space.  They’re going to start being out there more often, so just so people are aware that there’s going to be other activity there and, ah, in the communities they’ve been in before it’s been a very good thing because it kind of attracts more activity, more people and, ah, the shows have become pretty popular and a lot of people have been introduced to areas that they may have never been in our community........larger community before.  I know downtown Momence really benefitted from having them do the show and while it congested some traffic for a few days, it was a very good thing for that community.  Ah, and also wanted to thank people for their support for the first Friday night and Saturday concerts at the new Harold and Jean Miner Festival Square.  It’ll be continuing this Friday at 6:30 (P.M.), and the Little Daddy Blues Band will be playing this week.  Thanks.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Ah, Public............we’ve done Public Comments.  Aldermen Comments.  Alderman Swanson.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
Ah, I just wanted to say that there is not going to be an Ordinance Committee meeting next Tuesday, the 28th.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  Thank you.  Alderman Tall is clapping.  Any other comments?  Motion to adjourn.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Swanson.

ALDERMAN CRAWFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Seconded by Alderman Crawford.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
We are adjourned, Thank you.
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