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CITY COUNCIL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 6, 2016    7:00 P.M.
MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Good evening.  I’d like to call this meeting to order.  We are going to move the agenda around a bit this evening.  We have many guests here from Morning Star Church.  We have a new pastor that has come to town and we have a Resolution that acknowledges and welcomes him to the community.  So, after we go through the beginning part of the agenda, then we’ll move to the Resolution so you don’t have to stay for the entire evening.  At this time I’d like to ask Pastor Carl Randle to come forward and lead us in prayer.

PASTOR RANDLE: 
God bless our Mayor and elected officials.  Will you just grab somebody by the hand to unify a little bit?  Oh, that’s lovely, just grab somebody by the hand, it’s all good.  Our Father, we thank You Lord.  We thank You for another assembly.  Even this year, some have gone on that’s not in this life no more, but we thank You for those that’s here tonight and we pray Your blessings all over us God with these elected officials and leaders of this City.  We pray Your blessing over them.  God, we ask You Lord that You would continue to give them, help them to be visionaries, Lord, for our wonderful City.  God, we pray, Lord, even for our law enforcement and our firefighters that sometime put themselves in harm way.  For other people, we pray for them.  We pray, God, that You will help this City to flourish and to prosper as it once have.  In the name of Jesus, we ask these things.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  At this time Council will lead the Pledge.

CITY COUNCIL AND ALL:
Pledge of Allegiance 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:   Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:  Regnier; Young; Kubal; Bohlen; Power; Dear; Tyson; Cross; Yohnka; Schmitz (10)


ABSENT:   Bertrand (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
At this time, I will entertain a motion to approve the minutes of the August 15, 2016, meeting.  

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
 So moved, Mayor Epstein.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Osenga.

ALDERMAN CRAWFORD: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Seconded by Alderman Crawford.  Are there any additions or corrections to the minutes?  Hearing none, all those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  The minutes are approved.  At this time, I would like to move to the Resolution part of the agenda.  And, I would like to ask Pastor Crawford to come forward from Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church and we would like to welcome him and his family to our community.  Welcome and Support for the New Pastor, Reverend Montele Crawford, from Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church.  Whereas, Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church will celebrate the installation of a new pastor on Sunday, September 4, 2016 (which you did already). Whereas, this occasion marks a memorable and blessed celebration as the church says welcome to the new pastor, Reverend Montele A. Crawford and his family;   Whereas, Reverend Crawford, a native of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, was ordained in January 2002, and has served as an assistant pastor at Mt. Ararat Baptist Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; pastor at Mt. Olive Baptist Church in Rankin, Pennsylvania; and the first African-American pastor at First Baptist Church East Point in Atlanta, Georgia. Whereas, Reverend Crawford has held several distinguished positions at various institutions in the Pittsburgh area, including field education supervisor at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary; a member of the Union Project Board of Directors; and a pastoral research participant with the Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic, Optimizing Grief Study.  Whereas, Reverend Crawford has a beautiful family, including his wife, the former Camille Stuart, and three children, Cayla, Myah, and Nathan; and Whereas, as Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church looks back upon their proud heritage and the strong leadership former pastors have provided, the church looks forward under the leadership of Reverend Crawford to hold high the banner of Morning Star and make it continue to stand as a beacon of light. Therefore, be it resolved by Mayor Nina Epstein and the City Council of the City of Kankakee, that we join in the celebration of welcome and encouragement for the new pastor of Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church, Reverend Montele Crawford, and wish the church many more years of blessings. Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:

So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Davidson.

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Second by Alderwoman Gloria Kennedy.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.  

RESOLUTION OF WELCOME AND SUPPORT FOR NEW PASTOR REVEREND 

MONTELE A. CRAWFORD OF MORNING STAR MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The Resolution is approved.

PASTOR CRAWFORD:
Well, thank you everyone for this esteemed honor.  I’m greatly appreciative for this.  I want to say we look forward to working with all of you in your various capacities.  Can’t wait to really get to work.  I know there’s a lot of things that God wants to do and I believe that you all play a vital role in that and will be praying with and for each and everyone of you.  And, again, I look forward to working with you.  God bless you all.  Thank you so much.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Moving onto Petitions, the next item on the agenda is an application by Vurnice Maloney requesting a Conditional Use Permit for the construction and operation of a parking lot at the property known as 1413 S. Third Avenue.  This is Garden of Prayer’s facility in West Kankakee and I believe the Planning Board accepted the Conditional Use Permit so I do need a motion to accept the Findings and Recommendations of the Planning Board.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
 Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS                                       

PB16-07 – AN APPLICATION BY VURNICE MALONEY REQUESTING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF A “PARKING LOT – PRIVATE” AT THE PROPERTY KNOWN AS 1413 SOUTH 3RD AVENUE

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  The next item is the Ordinance that approves the Conditional Use Permit to construct and operate the parking lot.  I need a motion to Suspend the Rules.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
 I so move.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderwoman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of this Ordinance. Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Motion to put the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
 I so move.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford.  Are there any questions?  Hearing none, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO CONSTRUCT 

AND OPERATE THE “PARKING LOT – PRIVATE” AT THE PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS 1413 SOUTH 3RD AVENUE 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries. Moving onto Communications.  The first item is a letter of gratitude from the Jackson family for their outreach picnic that they had.  It was great.  Alderman Davidson and I walked around and met a lot of people and kids and neighbors cooking.  And, who won the barbeque contest?

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
Ah.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
They had a cook off.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
 They did.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
And I don’t remember.........both gentlemen felt that they were doing the best, so.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
The one who thought he was going to win, did not.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  That’s the way it usually works.  Ah, so thank you for that.  And, then we also have a thank you note from the family of Dennis Yohnka, Bill’s father, who sadly passed away.  The next three items I would like to consolidate.  We have an item requesting a tag day from Renewed Opportunities, ah, we have a request from St. Pat’s Catholic Church for their Half Paddy and we have a request from the Eastside Junior Football League to host their Homecoming Parade.  You’ll notice on the Homecoming Parade, we had to change the route because Schuyler Avenue is all torn up and I spoke with Jess Gathing and so they’re going to turn north on Schuyler and finish up at the Paramount rather than turning impossibly south and ending up at the Landing.  So, they were fine with that........with that change.  So, do I have a motion to approve items C, D and E?

ALDERMAN BROWN:
I make the motion.

ALDERMAN O’BRIEN:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman O’Brien.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.

KANKAKEE COUNTY RENEWED OPPORTUNITY IS REQUESTING PERMISSION TO 

HOST A TAG DAY ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2016, WITH A RAIN DATE OF 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2016

ST. PATRICK’S CATHOLIC CHURCH AT 428 SOUTH INDIANA AVENUE IS 

REQUESTING STREET CLOSURE OF THE ALLEY BETWEEN HARRISON AVENUE 

AND INDIANA AVENUE FROM FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2016, AT 8:00 A.M. 

THROUGH SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2016, AT 12:00 NOON, AND CLOSURE OF 

WEST HICKORY STREET BETWEEN HARRISON AVENUE AND INDIANA AVENUE 

ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2016, FROM 6:00 A.M. UNTIL 11:00 P.M., FOR 

THEIR ANNUAL HALF PADDY FESTIVAL

KANKAKEE EASTSIDE JUNIOR FOOTBALL LEAGUE IS REQUESTING PERMISSION 

TO HOST THEIR HOMECOMING PARADE ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2016, BEGINNING AT 10:00 A.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The items are approved.  Moving onto Standing Committees.  We have two months of Economic Development Committee reports.  Alderman Curtis.

ALDERMAN CURTIS:
Thank you, Mayor.  Ah, just briefly, we have signed up again this year for the International Council of Shopping Centers Midwest Deal Making in October.  That’s at Navy Pier.  We’ll have our booth there again.  Ah, any of the Aldermen that are interested, that’ll be on the 19th will be the popular day.  So, if you have interest in checking that out.  We’ve also, ah, getting very close to finalizing some of our marketing tools that we’ll be using at that conference.  The Economic Development Website is up and live now and will be attached to the City website here shortly.  And, then also, our infrastructure marketing video, all the video shots have been done and, ah, we have a collection of them puttin’ together that we hope in the next 10-14 days that we’ll have a preliminary video for everyone to review. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Is that both months?  

ALDERMAN CURTIS:
Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Yes, because of the activities in this month and this week is so short, I’m canceling License and Franchise meeting for Thursday (September 8) at 5:15 (P.M.) That meeting will be canceled.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay, thank you.  And, I believe Clerk Dumas passed around that cancellation notice.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Moving onto the Report of Officers.  I need a motion to pay the bills.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Your honor, I would move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $1,040,443.99.

ALDERMAN TALL:

I’ll second the motion.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall to pay the bills.  Do I have any questions?

ALDERMAN TETTER:
 Your honor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Alderman Tetter.

ALDERMAN TETTER:
Items #70747 through 70755–excuse me–70756.  Ah, is that the payments made to the properties that are part of the public auction?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Yes.  Those are the properties that we approved purchasing at the last Council meeting.  The properties on, I’m going to call it the old Dubie properties, across the street from the, ah, actually right by you, Alderman.  That old car lot and there are five or six properties there plus we bought two lots that were on the auction for the County by the fire station over on Water Street to use as additional parking.  So, that’s the cost, $647.00 is the cost per each lot that we are buying from the County Trustee and that will give the City ownership of those lots.  

ALDERMAN TETTER:
Okay, your honor, so my........my.....I guess my concern is that this is part of a public auction and as present that date the auction has not taken place.  Is that correct?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
But, the Trustee has accepted our offer to purchase those properties...

ALDERMAN TETTER:
 Okay, thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
.....and that’s up to the County Trustee to make that determination.  

ALDERMAN TETTER:
Okay.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:  
Um huh (affirmative).  Are there any other questions on any of the checks?  Okay.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien (Although I abstain on 70740.); Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

REPORT OF OFFICERS  APPROVAL OF BILLS - $ 1,040,443.99

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Moving onto New Business, the first item on the agenda is establishing a handicapped parking at 182 N. Myrtle.  Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
 So moved.

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Davidson, seconded by Alderwoman Kennedy to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of this Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
 So moved.

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Davidson, seconded by Alderwoman Kennedy.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 ESTABLISHING 

HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 182 NORTH MYRTLE AVENUE 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda is an Ordinance amending Chapter 22 of the City Code which deals with the possession of cannabis.  I’m sure you’re all aware that the State of Illinois has changed its guidelines regarding the possession of cannabis and we are passing this Ordinance tonight so that the City Ordinance mirrors the new State guidelines.  Pat, if you would like to just briefly, I think the changes are the amount of cannabis that can be in your possession and the penalties involved.

ATTORNEY POWER:
That’s correct.  Basically, the, ah........

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
 Use your mic.  Nancy will indistinguishable 

ATTORNEY POWER:
Sorry, Nancy. This Ordinance is passed and is proposed pursuant to a State Statute adopted by the Legislature 99-0697 which basically decriminalizes the possession of 10 grams or less of cannabis.  Ah, so it becomes a civil matter rather than being prosecuted as a crime.  Now, I got a couple questions with regard..........I’ve received a couple questions with regard to the, ah, Ordinance itself and one was, ah, Sub-Section C, a citation shall not be issued under this section for violation of Sub-Section A occurring on the grounds of a school or public park.  And, the reason is, ah, the statute itself did not decriminalize that activity taking place in those locations.  So, we have no authority to do that.  We’ve got to follow this statute.  That’s why......that’s what that section’s.........particular section’s all about.  We added one other......... and fundamentally, this is an Ordinance has been adopted in several municipalities throughout the State.  This particular one I took.............

plagiarized, if you will, from Chicago.  Ah, we added another Section E which allows us to charge a $50.00 laboratory expense fee for every charge.  Ah, now.........I got a question also from Robin about a, ah....... something that was put out by the Conference of the Chief Circuit Judges which indicated that any prosecutions of Ordinances has to follow the Supreme Court Rule, ah,  and that’s true if........if this violation under this Statute is charged in Circuit Court they have to follow Supreme Court Rule, ah, I think it’s 585.  Actually it’s a series of rules.  It’s, ah, 585 through 590 which sets forth a specific format for a ticket that has to be followed in certain...........even raises an issue of trial by jury.  However, ah, and I told Robin this, ah, Supreme Court Rule 585 very appropriately and fortunately excepts out........well I’ll read it.  Rule 585 excludes from these rules which are substantial Ordinance violations heard by Administrative Adjudication process.  So we were to follow the same procedure we’ve been following for all of our Ordinance violations through Administrative Adjudication.  That eliminates a lot of things including potential trial by jury for any of these violations.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Are there any other.......any questions for Pat?  Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BARON:
What....what....before we pass this, what does the Ordinance in the City say about.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN: It’s a lesser amount of possession.

ALDERMAN BARON:
What is it?

ATTORNEY POWER:
 2.5.

ALDERMAN BARON:
 The old one’s 2.5.  Okay, we did that quite a while ago, right?  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Any other questions?  Okay.  We need a motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of this Ordinance.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
So moved, Mayor Epstein.

ALDERMAN CRAWFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Osenga, seconded by Alderman Crawford.  Roll call.  

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
 So moved, Mayor.

ALDERMAN CRAWFORD: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Osenga, seconded by Alderman Crawford.  Any additional questions?

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Just one.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Because of the State Statute, because the State changed their law, we pretty much have to do it in order to do this anyway so our hands are tied whether we want to or not because it’s a State law now.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
That’s correct.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
We’re just mirroring what they have.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
What they got and put it on the books.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Right.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
‘Cause it’s confusing, way the State’s got it.  But, you have to follow all the rules and all that stuff, so.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Yeah.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
It is.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
No, it is.  Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 22, SECTIONS 22-74 AND 22-75 OF THE CITY 

CODE OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE (POSSESSION OF CANNABIS)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  We’ve already done the Resolution.  There will be no Executive Session this evening.  I have asked Mr. Tyson to, ah, we have come up with a couple of solutions that.........we are going to implement at East Avenue because of the two recent accidents that were caused in that intersection so I’ve asked him to, ah, report back what the City is planning to do at this time.  

DAVID TYSON:
Okay. Thank you, Mayor.  Ah, like I said we have looked at several different options that could be done on East Avenue and what we have come up with right now is, ah, we feel that the street and a lot of the problem that exists there is visibility, not being able to see.  So, there is...........we do have the  availability to erect stop signs that actually have LED lights that are, that actually surround it.  So, what we are proposing is to put stop signs on both sides of the street with these LED lights on.  Across the street there exists a sign already which is a warning sign that has the arrows going in two directions.  We will also order a new sign for that that will also be lit up.  Ah, what the State of Illinois has put out with these signs with these LED lights on ‘em, they come on a regular sized stop sign so they’re 30 inches big, ah, very similar to what’s there, but these, through State statistics, they’ve been known to reduce any kind of either blowing of stop signs or running them by over 53%, so they’re very effective to do it.  Very visible not only at night time, but also during the day.  Since it’s a flashing light, you’ll be able to see in the day time, you’ll be able to see it in heavy snow storms, it will actually glow through the snow, you’ll be able to see it through fog.  So, this is what, you know, we are proposing right now.  That way we don’t cause any hardship on any businesses in the area by trying to change directions of the street or anything and this is what I would propose at this time to do that to try to have a solution for the problems that we’ve experienced there.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
So, I wanted him to report to you and we will order those new signs and we will have them installed as soon as possible.  Alderman Kennedy.

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
We’re not going to get like any type of barrier itself to help stop traffic?  And, I understand not putting concrete walls because of the possible liability that would come back, possibly on the City, but no additional fencing or anything like that that would be a little bit stronger than what’s there?

DAVID TYSON:
We looked at that Alderman.  We looked at putting, you’ve seen the wire barriers that they have like on interstates?  

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
Um huh (affirmative).

DAVID TYSON:
We’ve looked at constructing those on the river side of the fence so it doesn’t detract from the fence that’s there.  The problem is or what we’re worried about is it will actually........it will stop cars from going in the river, there’s no doubt about that.  They were built to withstand that kind of an impact, but what we’re afraid–or I’m afraid–would happen with that is it’s going to slingshot ‘em back into River Street and now causing a problem for any other traffic that could be oncoming on River Street.  So, before we go to that extreme, ah, we felt that putting flashing lights up first to see if that rectifies the problem and, you know, reduces it by making it more visible to anybody driving down there.  We do have a plan B, if it comes and we think we have to put something else, we will look at putting these wires in on the south side of the fence that will stop anybody from going through then.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Any other questions?  Alderman Tetter.

ALDERMAN TETTER:
So, the issue is that both accidents have happened with traffic going southbound correct?

DAVID TYSON:
Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
That’s correct.

ALDERMAN TETTER:
So, couldn’t we change the flow of traffic and make it one way going northbound which would eliminate the traffic from going even towards the river?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay Alderman.  I’m going to just give you my take on this.  This is tragic.  We’ve had two accidents that caused the loss of life.  The accidents were caused mainly because the drivers were driving impaired.  And, they went through multiple signage, a through street, a curb as well as a fence.  Going one way the other way requires signage.  So, do you really think if someone is that impaired, I see it at my office on a daily basis, people going the wrong way on Indiana? .  So, if you can’t stop at a sign, an intersection, you think you’re going to follow a one-way street going the other way?  And, it involves businesses that are located on those streets and changing the total flow of traffic, so our thought is let’s do the least restrictive at this time and I can’t imagine that this new visibility of signage, certainly I hope would get the attention of someone even if they’re impaired.  And, our concern with what Alderman Kennedy was talking about was the wire barriers.  We have been fortunate through the grace of God that these two drivers didn’t kill anybody else going through the intersection of River Street.  And, if you slingshot them back onto River Street, you could be causing more problems than you’re trying to fix.  So, in our minds, this is a solution and we’ll just have to see if it helps.  Sadly, if there’s no more accidents–and there’s only been two since I can remember–I hope that this will help.  But, I think we also have to say we had people who were severely impaired to the point that they, sadly, lost their lives over making a decision to drink and to drive. 

ALDERMAN TETTER:
Thank you, Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
And, I’m just being honest about it.  So, okay.  We are moving onto the Public Comment portion.  We have several people who have signed up to speak.  Mr. Timothy Nehls, if that’s correct, and Tommy Alberts.  I believe you’re together?

TIMOTHY NEHLS:
Good afternoon, everybody.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:   Good afternoon.

TIMOTHY NEHLS:
We have a problem out in our neighborhood.  It’s not........it’s part of County, but.............where we live at is actually part of County, but we’re surrounded by City limits.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.

TIMOTHY NELHS:
Okay.  And, with the recent amount of rainfall that we’ve had, ah, there’s been a lot of flooding and a lot of water still standing.  And, we still have water standing in our back yards.  Okay.  I do have a planning map that shows our properties right here and the water behind it and behind WalMart, the Hilton.  Okay.  And Tholen’s.  Okay.  We had talked to City about, I want to say, two years ago and nothing has come of it.  I can’t remember who we talked to, but I know we talked to Chris Tholen about it.  And, nothing got done.  I do have pictures on my phone if you would like to see them.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
No. I think what we’re going to need is we have your address and if you would bring the pictures up here and we will need to investigate the situation, but, are you saying the flooding is on County property?

TIMOTHY NEHLS:
It’s on City property right behind us.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.

TIMOTHY NEHLS:
Okay. And, it goes all the way up, basically from my house which is at the very end and it goes all the way down the street.  Okay. That’s behind us.  And, the front of it, the way the road is designed, it’s got a natural V to it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Um huh (affirmative).

TIMOTHY NEHLS:
So, all the water from the neighborhood all flows down to our line, you know, our property.  And, there is a ditch that goes in between our property and, ah, WalMart and the strip mall behind us.  It does have a ditch there, but the ditch doesn’t work.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.

TIMOTHY NEHLS:
I got pictures on my phone like I said I can show you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
No, we’ll have to have our City Engineer will have to go out and we’ll have to investigate what the problem, what’s causing it.  Is there a resolution?  Who should pay for it?  I mean, there’s obviously lots of considerations.

TIMOTHY NEHLS:
Right.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
But, you just need to give me the map if you can and then we have the address of your properties and we’ll have to look into it.  

TIMOTHY NEHLS:
Okay.  

TOMMY ALBERTS:
Well, every since they bought it........or put WalMark in and stuff like that, I’ve been there about 40 years and it’s never flooded into my property.  I have half of my back yard flooded and, you know, since they put WalMark and that in.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Well, I know when that development was designed, there’s obviously a tremendous amount of detention that was built into that development.  

TOMMY ALBERTS:
But the thing is, too, excuse me.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
That’s all right.

TOMMY ALBERTS:
Ah, my property is like the lowest in the back of me, you know.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Um huh (affirmative).

TOMMY ALBERTS:
And, then it goes up towards Tim, up a hill like, you know.  And the water just sits there.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  Well, we’ll have to look into it.  I can’t give you an answer this evening, but............

TOMMY ALBERTS:
Yeah.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Oh, in fact, you know what?  Mr. Tyson is right there if you would just hand him the information and we will contact you once we have an answer.   Ah, the next person, Patricia Santoyo Marin.

PATRICIA SANTOYO MARIN:
Hello everyone.  Hello Mayor.  Ah, my name is Patricia Santoyo Marin and I am a relatively new resident of Kankakee City.  I’m here today as a volunteer of the Kankakee Public Library and their outreach to Hispanic community with their programming.  Ah, and, also as one of the members who helped to coordinate the Sister City events in July.  As many of you know, we have a Sister City’s agreement with a town in Mexico and so we had lots of celebrations to that.  One of the lessons learned, however, from that program was the need for us to be more inclusive with our local government officials, ah, as we continue programming and, too, that the growing Latino community does want to be engaged in the political system.  However, as some families may be relatively new to the country, ah, and able to vote, ah, there’s a lack of information.  As a result, the Kankakee Public Library, ah, and myself are helping to coordinate a, ah, a voting promotion program, if you will, for this Thursday, September 29, again at the Public Library. And, the goal for my visit tonight is really to reach out and hope that we have at least one representative from each of the districts with a table so that as we promote votes and, ah, inform our community of how voting works and so forth, and help folks to register, then the second part of the program would allow community members to do a meet and greet.  Of course, we would, ah, highlight and applaud those members who do have bilingual staff or colleagues.  Ah, but of course we’ll also have some volunteers to help with translations if you need it.  This will be a bilingual program, again, on Thursday, September 29, at the library.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
What time?

PATRICIA SANTOYO MARIN:
Six to eight P.M.  And, I’m open to the suggestion of how I may take volunteers down or if I should render my email address.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
I think you should do email address and let people contact you.

PATRICIA SANTOYO MARIN:`
Okay.  My email address is very long, just like my name.  It is P as in Pat, S like in Sam, A as in apple, N as in Nancy, T as in Tom, O, Y, O, M as in Mary, A, R, I, N as in Nancy at gmail.com.






( PSANTOYOMARIN@GMAIL.COM ).

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Nancy will take...........

PATRICIA SANTOYO MARIN:
At gmail.com.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay, thank you.  That concludes the Public Comment portion of the evening.  Do we have Aldermen Comments?

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
 I just would like to share that I’m having a, ah, clean up in the 5th Ward on Saturday, September 10.  Ah, we will start at 8:30 A.M. and end at 12:00-12:30 PM.  We’ll be meeting at the, ah, community garden on 5th Avenue.  So, everyone is welcome to come out and help us clean up the ward.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  Thank you.  Any other comments?

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
Do you have any information on the list that you were compiling for us yet?  The information we gave to you about some of the issues in our wards?  Do you have it done?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
I do not.  And, I have not received information from each ward yet.  

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
From everyone?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
So, I would like to have more.

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
I did.......I did give you one didn’t I?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
I wasn’t going to out you.  I don’t do that.  But, I still would like........I have very few lists, let’s just put it that way.  So you’re not alone.  

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
 Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
So, in order for us to do a comprehensive look, we really need more people to contribute to the process.

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
 Okay.  I’ll get on that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
I got a..........the Choices Youth Outreach International, we’re having a Community Summit.  It’s going to be the 17th and the purpose of the Summit is to bring different groups in our communities together to talk about, ah, the services that they provide so we’d like for you to help.  I gave everyone, all of the Council members and Department Heads a flyer.  If you can’t be there, I understand, but please just pass the information on to someone else who can.  We are still looking for other groups and organizations that would like to come out to spend three to five minutes talking about the benefit of your organization.  And, it’s just a matter of helping to continue to bridge that gap with as far as getting information out to the community.  So, if you have questions, give me a call, contact me, but we would love for everyone to come out that can.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Any other comments?  Okay.  Motion to adjourn.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:

So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
I didn’t hear.   Alderwoman Wells-Armstrong.   Do I have a second?

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Alderwoman Swanson.  All those in favor, aye. Opposed.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
We are adjourned.













7:38 P.M.
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