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CITY COUNCIL MEETING

OCTOBER 3, 2016    7:01 P.M. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Good evening.  I’d like to welcome you all to Council tonight.  We have, ah, a lot of really nice items on the agenda this evening.  But, first of all, we’d like to pray and I would like to ask Pastor James Carr from the Redeeming Life Ministries to come forward and lead us in prayer.

PASTOR CARR:
Let us pray. Gracious Father, we thank You tonight for Your goodness, for Your mercy, for Your love and Your kindness.  Lord, we gather here today, Lord, in the representatin’ of the City of Kankakee.  Those that’s in office, we ask You to give them wisdom, give ‘em knowledge and understanding to lead Your people.  God bless every police officer.  God bless every fireman, Lord, those that represent the City of Kankakee.  We thank You that You been good to us, Lord.  We haven’t had those tragedies that we hear all over the world, God, but we thank You for the people that’s in position to lead us and to lead our City.  So, God, we thank You for all Your goodness and Your mercy.  We ask You to continue to keep us and strengthen us by Your power with Your love and Your mercy and Your kindness.  In Jesus’ name we thank You for our Mayor.  Continue to give our Mayor wisdom to lead the City, God.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.  We thank You in Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  At this time I would like Lexi and Elizabeth Salazar to come forward and lead us in the Pledge.

LEXI AND ELIZABETH SALAZAR AND ALL:
 Pledge of Allegiance

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you. Okay, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:   Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:


PRESENT:  Regnier; Young; Kambic; Bohlen; Power; Dear; Tyson; Bertrand; Yohnka; Schmitz (10) 


ABSENT: Kubal; Cross (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
At this time, I’ll entertain a motion to approve the minutes of the September 19, 2016, meeting.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
Motion to approve, Mayor Epstein.

ALDERMAN CRAWFORD: 
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Osenga, seconded by Alderman Crawford.  Are there any additions or corrections to the minutes?  Hearing none, all those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 19, 2016 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The minutes are approved. Moving onto Communications, we have a very special presentation this evening.  I’m sure many of you remember several months ago–the City–there was a very serious fire in the City of Kankakee on Station Street that resulted quite sadly in the loss of life.  Ah, our firemen as well as our police always do extraordinary, ah, jobs.  They’re very professional, but this fire, in particular, really caused a significant amount of damage as well as brought out some incredible heroism on the part of many of our firemen and women.  At this time, I would like to ask Chief Young to come forward.  We have several awards to present this evening.  These awards are presented by the committee within the Fire Department that has chosen to recognize these individuals.  Chief.

7:06 P.M.    Elizabeth Kubal arrives
CHIEF YOUNG:
Thank you, your honor.  Members of the City Council, ladies and gentlemen every once in a while, you have an incident that comes around that’s extraordinary that really shows that our firefighters–their desire to serve, their  courage to act and ability to perform.  We had one such incident at 892-894 West Station Street which is a taxpayer; businesses underneath, eight apartment units upstairs with 22 occupants, on fire.  So, we got the call in the morning, but prior to us arriving there was one gentleman that lived at the apartment complex that ran door to door and knocked on every door when they were alerted of the fire to let everybody else know to get out and get out quickly ‘cause the fire had started in the stairwell and worked its way up a common walkway, a common hallway which caused people that weren’t able to come out into the hallway because of the heat and smoke.  That gentleman isn’t with us tonight, but he’s going to get our Citizen’s Heroism Award because it starts with the citizens of Kankakee getting involved and watchin’ out for their fellow citizens and taking care of ‘em.  So, when Mr. Samuel Lee is available, we’ll present him with the Citizen’s Heroism Award.  So, as the Mayor alluded to, we have an Awards and Recognition Committee.  When an incident occurs and somebody does somethin’ extraordinary, there’s usually statements written and it’s given to the Committee.  They decide two things, one whether an award should be given and number two, what level of award is to be given.  And, there’s numerous levels of awards and recognition within the department.  So, they agreed.  They decided that the Medal of Honor is going to be awarded tonight which is our highest award as well as the........what is it Mike?  

MICHAEL CASAGRANDE:
Meritorious Service Award 

CHIEF YOUNG:
Meritorious Service Award and the Unit Citation Award.  And, Capt. Casagrande is the Chairman of our Awards and Recognition Committee and thank you for a great job on what you do on that Committee, Mike.  So, how was I going to describe this event to you to let you understand what went down and what happened and what these men and women were goin’ through?  Every........if it’s an event like that, people write statements.  And, that statement documents the incident, helps us in the investigation and it’s a historical document.  So, I received these statements the very next day in my office and I grabbed the one on top and I just started reading through the statements and I want to read this and share this with you right now.  On 04/13/20016 I was assigned as the driver of Ambulance One with FF. Robbins.  We were dispatched for a report of a fire in a laundry room at the above location which was 894 W. Station Street. While en-route KANCOMM advised us that they were getting reports of multiple people trapped on the second floor.  Upon our arrival we encountered a two-story tax payer with heavy smoke coming from multiple windows on the second floor.  We had multiple civilians screaming and running around stating that people were trapped upstairs.  Multiple people were attempting to make entry, there was a vehicle parked on the sidewalk and people were standing on top ot it trying to get in the second floor windows.  I parked the Ambulance on the Delta side and FF Robbins and I assembled our gear and air packs. Car Six ordered us to marry up with Engine Five for rescue.  As we approached the front of the building the vehicle had been moved.  We had multiple people grabbing our ladders and in a panic.  I grabbed our roof ladder from a citizen who was running down the sidewalk with it.  PD was yelling that people were hanging out the windows on the Bravo side.  I made my way to the Bravo side and found a young child approximately ten years old hanging outside the second story window, hanging on the window sill at the Bravo/Alpha corner.  There was no ladder available at that exact moment so we had the child jump.  Myself and others were able to catch the child and he appeared uninjured and was assisted away by PD.  At that point we moved down the building about half way and found an elderly woman hanging out of a second floor window.  FF Burke was attempting to reach the lady with a roof ladder.  I placed an extension ladder next to the roof ladder to assist FF. Burke.  Due to the limited space between the buildings and the angle of the ladder it was sticking in the window about six inches.  The victim was large and unable to fit out of the window with the ladder sticking in it.  I instructed FF. Burke to get down and remove his ladder.  I was able to start pulling the victim out of the window.  The victim was able to assist a little and started to push herself out of the window.  At that time I realized that I would need help once the victim was out.  The victim pushed herself out and I had to brace myself between the ladder and the building next to us.  I grabbed the lady and held her in a bear hug while FF. Burke and FF. Robbins threw another ladder next to me.  FF. Burke climbed the ladder and was able to assist with taking some of the weight of the victim.  I was able to reposition and we lowered the victim to the ground.  We assisted the victim to the Riverside Ambulance that was parked in the front of the building.  At about the same time, Engine Four and Engine Six were forced to back out of the fire building due to high heat and little progress being made on the fire.  I had a male subject coming running up to me and state that there were still children trapped on the second floor.  He pointed to a window in the front of the building.  The window was already open and had heavy smoke coming from it.  Myself and FF. Pena grabbed an extension ladder and threw it to the window.  I advised Lt. Heid who was standing nearby that I was going to make entry into the window.  I climbed into the window and had moderate heat and zero visibility in the apartment.  I made it about three to five feet to the right of the window and found a young child.  I grabbed the child and returned to the window where LT. Kruse was at the top of the ladder waiting.  I passed the child to him out the window and command was advised that a victim was found.  Lt. Kruse then informed me that a second child was still inside.  I turned back and headed in the direction that I found the first child.  I found a second child about a foot or two past the location of the first child.  I contacted command and again returned to the window with the victim and handed the child to LT. Kruse on the ladder again.  Lt. Kruse then advised that was the last child and the others were accounted for.  I exited the apartment via the ladder and met up with Lt. Heid.  I advised him of a door in the rear that might have access to the fire.  We walked around back to the Charlie side and found a door, the door was starting to burn away and we were able to open it.  We encountered heavy fire in the rear stairwell. Lt. Heid advised command and we moved a hose line to the real.  I assisted in leading out the line and was then reassigned to Lt. Kruse with FF. Robbins to make entry through the front of the building.  I spent the remainder of the incident assigned to Engine Four performing fire attack and search and rescue.  End of statement.  Can you get an understanding and a feeling for what this person was going through when they arrived on the scene?  It was pretty chaotic.  They had to adapt and overcome numerous and..........I’ve got to say that we have one of the best training divisions here and if this person wasn’t trained well, this could have been a worse situation.  This statement was written by Firefighter Chris Salazar.  Mayor if you would please?  Firefighter Salazar, could you come forward please?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Hi, Chris.  I’d like to read what the Medal of Honor states. Kankakee Fire Department Medal of Honor is awarded to Firefighter Chris Salazar.  On April 13, 2016, at 1:48 A.M., members of the Kankakee Fire Department were dispatched to 894 W. Station Street for a structure fire with trapped occupants.  Once on scene, firefighters were faced with several rescues under heavy fire conditions.  Firefighter Salazar performed rescues from a ladder to the second floor.  He also entered the building under extreme personal risk to rescue two young children from a second floor window.  This is awarded to you, Firefighter Salazar on our behalf.  Thank you.

CHIEF YOUNG:
 The Medal of Honor.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
He has lots of things to take home with him.  I think he exemplifies–as Chief Young said–the training and the dedication of the men and women that serve our community 24/7 every single day.  Thank you.  

CHIEF YOUNG:
The next two awards are for, ah, Meritorious Service.  So, John Burke, would you please step forward?  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Kankakee Fire Department Meritorious Service Award to Firefighter John Burke.  On April 13, 2016, at 1:48 A.M., members of the Kankakee Fire Department were dispatched to 894 W. Station Street for a structure fire with trapped occupants.  Once on scene, firefighters were faced with several rescues under heavy fire conditions.  Firefighter Burke performed rescues from a ladder to the second floor where he assisted with the rescue of two young children.  Again, our thanks to you.

CHIEF YOUNG:
We had another Lieutenant that also received the Meritorious Service Award, but had a medical emergency today in his family, so he had to leave, and that was Lt. David Kruse.  So, I’m sorry that he’s not here, but we’ll get him his award.  Now, ah, did everybody watch the Ryder Cup over the last three days?  It’s the ultimate team event, right?  Well, in the fire service, every incident we respond to requires and necessitates teamwork.  And, when you show up at the scene and you have 22 people hanging out the window, fire, smoke, people stealin’ your ladders, on top of a car trying to get in while we’re trying to get everybody out, it requires a certain amount of cohesiveness, calm, dedication, desire, to control that scene in order for these firefighters and officers to do their jobs in order so that we protect people from themselves.  So, one of the highest awards that we have that exemplifies this teamwork is what we call our Unit Citation Award.  And, we’d like to give our Unit Citation Award to that shift–A Shift–under the guidance of Captain Jeff Bruno.  Please come forward to receive your Unit Citation Award.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
I’m going to read the Unit Citation Award.  All of the firemen and women on this unit will receive it.  I’ll just read the first one. Kankakee Fire Department Unit Citation.  On April 13, 2016, at 1:48 A.M., members of the Kankakee Fire Department were dispatched to 894 W. Station Street for a structure fire.  On arrival, they encountered several occupants trapped in their apartments on the second floor.  Firefighters performed rescue of three adults and two young children.  Despite the tragic outcome, members of A Shift were faced with adverse conditions and performed their duties with professionalism and courage.  These firefighters exemplify the Fire Department’s desire to serve, courage to act and ability to perform.  They are Shift Commander Jeff Bruno, Engineer Four Lieutenant David Kruse, Firefighter Guy Maisonneuve, Engine Five Lieutenant Rich Skeldon, Firefighter Bryan Pena, Engine Six Lieutenant Adam Heid, Firefighter Joel Lubben, Firefighter John Burke, Ambulance One Firefighter Chris Salazar, Firefighter Steve Robbins, Ambulance Two Firefighter Jen Riordan and Firefighter Kyle Nesbit.  Thank you again for your service to our community.  
CHIEF YOUNG:
And, then if you guys could come and circle around here, we’ll get a picture.  Unfortunately, Lieutenant Kruse, Firefighter Pena, Lieutenant Heid, Firefighter Lubben and Firefighter Robbins couldn’t be with us tonight.  But, we’ll get them their awards.  This Unit Citation is, ah, this is the third one that we’ve issued and it will hang proudly in our Training Room with the other two Unit Citations that are there for the other two incidents.   

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  

CHIEF YOUNG:
 We’re going to move this out of the way if that’s all right, Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Yep.  While they’re doing that, I think we can do Halloween Trick or Treat hours.  Ah, we’re doing them on Halloween.  That’s always a good thing.  Ah, from 5:00 – 7:00 P.M. on Monday, October 31.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Swanson.

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Seconded by Alderwoman Kennedy.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

MOTION ESTABLISHING CITY OF KANKAKEE HALLOWEEN TRICK-OR-TREAT 

HOURS FROM 5:00 P.M. UNTIL 7:00 P.M. ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2016

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Trick or Treat hours are approved.  The next item is a request from Jarman Porter for a street closure to hold a Family Fun Fest on Saturday, October 15, from 8:00 A.M. until 6:00 P.M. with a rain date of Saturday, October 29.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN O’BRIEN:
 So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman O’Brien.

ALDERWOMAN GALL:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Second by Alderman Gall.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.

JARMAN M. PORTER IS REQUESTING STREET CLOSURE OF BOURBONNAIS 

STREET FOR THE FALL FAMILY FUN FEST TO BE HELD ON SATURDAY, 

OCTOBER, 15, 2016, FROM 8:00 A.M. UNTIL 6:00 P.M., WITH A RAIN DATE OF SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2016 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The request is approved.  There are no Standing Committee reports this evening.  Moving onto the Report of Officers.  I would like a motion to pay the bills.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Your honor, I would move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $487,364.44.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Do I have any questions on any of the bills?  Okay, hearing none, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien (Aye, although I abstain on item 70916); Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $ 487,364.44

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  There is no Unfinished Business this evening.  Moving onto New Business, we have an Ordinance that is amending Chapter 4 of the City Code eliminating several liquor licenses.  Let me get my.......those licenses are #50 which is the old Sully’s, #57 which is Soul da Soul, #80 which is the Martinez Convention Center which is no longer in business, and #200 which was a Warehouse that housed a Playhouse and they served wine before and after the productions.  These are no longer, ah, in place.  These establishments are gone and we would like to eliminate them as locations for the sale of alcohol.

CLERK DUMAS:
Number 401.  It’s at the very top of the back page.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Sorry.  Oh, okay.  401 which is Walgreen’s on East Court Street because the Walgreen’s does not exist any longer.  Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERMAN TETTER:
So moved, Mayor.

ALDERMAN O’BRIEN:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Tetter, a second by Alderman O’Brien to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of this Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN TETTER:
So moved.

ALDERMAN O’BRIEN:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Tetter, seconded by Alderman O’Brien.  Questions?

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Mayor.  We eliminatin’ these licenses, but we can reinstate later on, is that correct?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Yes.  We can reinstate a license...

ALDERMAN BROWN:
A license.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Not necessarily.......

ALDERMAN BROWN:
At the location.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
That’s correct.  

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 4, SECTION 4-13 OF THE CITY CODE OF THE 

CITY OF KANKAKEE BY ELIMINATING LIQUOR LICENSE NUMBER 50 AT 

555 SOUTH WEST AVENUE; NUMBER 57 AT 656 EAST COURT STREET; NUMBER 80 

AT 150 EAST BROOKMONT BOULEVARD; NUMBER 200 AT 2095 WEST STATION STREET; AND NUMBER 401 AT 1700 EAST COURT STREET

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Moving onto Motions and Resolutions.  This is a sort of a sad Resolution.  Ah, as many of you may know, 20 years ago, the City of Kankakee lost an officer in the line of duty.  Something that had not happened prior to that since 1913.  And, we are designating..........the Police Department has requested an honorary designation of the 200 block of North Indiana to be renamed Patrolman Anthony R. Samfay Drive.  So, I do have a Resolution this evening that I would like to read.    WHEREAS, Anthony Ralph Samfay was born in Chicago on November 16,1969, the only child of Maria Samfay.  From an early age he learned to work hard and help others, which led to his dream of becoming a police officer.  He started his law enforcement career in May of 1991 as a part-time officer in Maywood, as well as a part-time police dispatcher for North Riverside; and WHEREAS, Patrolman Samfay was hired to work for the Kankakee Police Department on January 11, 1995, successfully completed the field training program, and was assigned to work in the Patrol Division on the afternoon shift.  During his career, he served the City of Kankakee with pride.  He was described by former Mayor Donald Green in a memorial address in November 1996, as follows:  “He made a difference each day in his relationship with his fellow officers.  His approach to policing was intense, yet laid back.  He was aggressive, yet compassionate. His brothers and sisters on the Police Department were drawn to him because he wasn’t afraid to talk about the need to cooperate and support each other.  Our community was drawn to him because he was helpful and wanted to give us all the power we need to protect ourselves”; and WHEREAS, Officer Samfay loved to work as a liaison officer at Kankakee High School where he was able to interact and communicate effectively with students and parents.  He saw the need to work closer with the City’s growing Hispanic community and was one of the officers who founded the Hispanic Police Academy; and WHEREAS, on October 17, 1996, Patrolman Anthony Samfay conducted a traffic stop on East Fair Street and North Chicago Avenue.  During the course of the stop, he was shot and killed, the first officer killed in the line of duty in Kankakee since 1913.  Officer Samfay can never be replaced, but we can strive to show the kind of compassion and professionalism he did when working with the citizens of Kankakee to empower those in our community who need our protection the most; and WHEREAS, October 17, 2016, will mark the twentieth anniversary of Officer Samfay’s death.  The Police Department has formed a committee which is developing a memorial on the north side of the Donald E. Green Public Safety Center, dedicated to four officers who have died in the line of duty since 1913; and THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by Mayor Nina Epstein and the City Council of the City of Kankakee, Illinois,we do hereby deem it an honor and a pleasure to designate the 200 block of North Indiana Avenue as “Patrolman Anthony R. Samfay Drive.”  His valor, dedication, and love for his job are the legacy which remains to this day.   Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
Mayor Epstein, I would be honored to make that motion and I would ask that all the Aldermen in this room second that motion.  He was a very, very good young man.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Osenga.  Do I have unanimous second?  

UNANIMOUSLY:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:  
Thank you.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.


RESOLUTION OF HONORARY STREET DESIGNATION OF THE 200 BLOCK OF 

SOUTH INDIANA AVENUE AS “PATROLMAN ANTHONY R. SAMFAY DRIVE”

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The Resolution is approved.  The Police Department designed the sign that will be hung on, ah, the street in honor of this officer who gave the ultimate sacrifice in protecting the residents of the City of Kankakee.  

CHIEF REGNIER:
Your honor, is it okay if I say something?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Yes, of course.

CHIEF REGNIER:
We just want to say to the Council and everybody involved, especially our committee that’s workin’ on the memorial.  October 17, at 11:00 A.M., we’ll dedicate the space.  We’ve got some memorial bricks that we’ve done.  We really appreciate everything that you guys have done and thank you very much.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
We will need an Executive Session this evening to discuss, ah, Pending or Imminent Litigation.  It is a settlement agreement between the City of Kankakee and the RTA and others.  There will be an action item following the Executive Session.  So, at this time, I would like a motion to go into Executive Session.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
 So moved.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Davidson, seconded by Alderman Davidson.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed. 

MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  We are now in Executive Session.  If we could clear the Chambers please.













7:30 P.M.












7:45 P.M.
MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay, we are back in Open Session.  If we could get seated quickly, please.  Attorney Bohlen is going to read a brief summary of the Executive Session that we have just had and then we will have a vote.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
 No, just have them make a motion and then I’ll explain the agreement. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay, ah, may I have a motion to agree to the Settlement Agreement and Release of Funds Between the RTA and Others and the City of Kankakee as well as the Agreement Between the City of Kankakee and the Village of Channahon.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
 I make that motion, Mayor.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Davidson, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Now Mr. Bohlen will do a brief statement.

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
Very briefly, as we have discussed, the purposes of these agreements are to come to a settlement agreement and release between the RTA, the Village of Channahon, the City of Kankakee and all the other entities that the RTA recruited to help sue the City of Kankakee and the Village of Channahon.  And, it relates to one portion or one particular player in this agreement which is Inspired Development or its successor, Ryan which was a consultant with whom we had a contract as did the Village of Channahon and the purpose of that contract was to arrange and work out sales tax sharing agreements.  Those agreements were found to be legal and consistent with the rules as interpreted by the Department of Revenue, but the Illinois Supreme Court said the Department of Revenue had misinterpreted the rules and that required new rules to come into play.  Settlement agreement provides that the total amount to be paid to the Village........or to the RTA and all of the other Plaintiffs is $450,000.00.  Of that $450,000.00, the City of Kankakee will be releasing money held by the City for the benefit of Inspired and Ryan and will be releasing the amount of $173,705.80 of Inspired and Ryan’s money to Inspired and Ryan and then Inspired and Ryan will pay that money to the RTA.  There is no–not any–taxpayer money.  No taxpayer in the City of Kankakee will pay one cent to fund this settlement agreement.  I want to stress that.  The money that is being paid is money that belongs to Inspired, has been held in escrow by the City and now will be paid by Inspired to RTA.  This will settle one of the aspects of the RTA and Cook County lawsuits.  There are, ah, two other consultants for whom we are in negotiation to settle along the same lines and one or two other parties that we were also in negotiation and, hopefully, will shortly be bringing those agreements to the Council.  So, the two agreements are the settlement agreement and release for the RTA and Cook County first, and then a settlement agreement between City of Kankakee, Channahon, Inspired Development and Ryan LLC regarding the release of the funds that we are holding.  Ah, the only obligation to the City going forward is that we will notify the RTA and all of the miscellaneous plaintiffs any time we enter into a sales tax sharing  agreement in the future and we will do that by email at the time that the agreement’s approved by the Council.  We are requesting on behalf of the administration to approve this.  There is one lawsuit that is not affected by that and that’s the lawsuit filed by the City of Chicago.  Their lawsuit is on...........they have been dismissed.  Their lawsuit, that dismissal is on appeal to the First District Appellate Court and that’s pending. Their lawsuit’s on an entirely different theory and basis than the RTA.  Ultimately, they changed their theory as opposed to the RTA.  Ah, I remind you that when this started, the RTA announced that we and Channahon had taken........diverted hundreds of millions of dollars.  That’s now converted to $173,000.00 to be paid by a consultant.  So, we’re asking you to approve this motion.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
We have a motion by Alderman Davidson and a second by Alderman Tall.  We’ve answered questions in Executive Session, but are there any other questions now during the public portion?  Okay.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND RELEASE BETWEEN THE RTA AND OTHERS 

AND THE CITY OF KANKAKEE AND OTHERS AND THE SETTLEMENT 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF KANKAKEE AND OTHERS REGARDING 

THE RTA SETTLEMENT AND THE RELEASE OF FUNDS

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Well, we closed one door.  So, thank you for your vote.    Moving onto Public Comments, ah, Mr. Snipes.

ROBERT ELLINGTON SNIPES:
To the Mayor.  To the distinguished members of the City Council, ah, initially I had one item to discuss, but, ah, I’m gonna’ have two tonight.  The first is I need to know who, ah, is responsible for the light that’s coming off of 312?  I got a call from several individuals that stated that they thought it was the County and I called the County, Roger, and he thinks that the City is, ah, has a contract with IDOT that controls those lights.  And, the reason source said they had to stay at that light for nine minutes.  And, they’re saying that the light did not change and they did not want to make a turn and the police would stop them or whatever and, ah, ah, the individuals are out of Marycrest that came off and another one that’s in lower Riverview.  But, they banged my cell phone and said they called me immediately and I said I’ll call.  I thought it was the County, but it’s not the County.  They said that the City of Kankakee has that contract, so, yeah, if they can tend to that it would be appreciative.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.

ROBERT ELLINGTON SNIPES:
And, then my second comment after being here tonight is, ah, it is insensitive if you had an agenda and the public is placed at the end of that agenda.  Now, me it’s okay, but if it’s the public.  If they want to speak to anything on that agenda, they don’t have the time, I mean they don’t have the opportunity because you’ve already voted.  And, the only body that I know that do that now, is you all.  And, that’s not a Mayor’s problem, that’s a Council problem because you have the power to make it beginning or end.  That’s your vote.  And, to do that is very insensitive of the public.  What’s the purpose of Public Comment is to converse with the individuals or the representatives that they have elected to represent them.  And, if there’s a concern, and you put me at the end that’s like going on someone’s birthday or Valentine’s Day and say baby I forgot.  Let me go out at 11:00 and get you something.  There’s a significance when it comes to the people that you represent.  If you treat them like that, then shame on you because it should be in the front.  The people are always important.  That’s my comment as a resident here and as a Commissioner ‘cause we do it at 9:00, the moment that they walk in we give ‘em their time.  We are able to listen to ‘em and they’re able to respond to whatever they saw on the agenda and we give ‘em that opportunity because we here for them.  And, I hope that we never forget that.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
At this time we’ll move to any Aldermen comments.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
 Mayor I just want to remind everybody there will be no Public Safety Committee meeting tomorrow.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  And, I think if you’ll notice, Elizabeth, did we say the Budget Meeting, ah, next week is at 5:30?

ELIZABETH KUBAL:
Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
If you’ll note the difference in time, please.

ALDERMAN BARON:
 That’s Tuesday rather than Monday?

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
That’s right.  Tuesday rather than Monday, 5:30 rather than 5:15 (P.M.).  Any other comments?  Motion to adjourn.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
I so move.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Faford.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.  

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING


MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
We are adjourned.  Thank you.













7:55 P.M.
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